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The Abrahamic Age begins with the call of Abraham and ends with the giving of the law on Mount Sinai.  To us who are interested in the world situation today and the doctrine of the “end time” with the study of conditions leading up to the second advent of our Lord, this age will be very interesting.  You are asked to note especially the “Abrahamic Covenant.”  This covenant, given of God to Abraham and his posterity, set the racial characteristics hat mark the Jews.  Principles of blessings and curses are also set.  Promises are given to call the seed of Abraham through Isaac.  The casting out of Ishmael, the son of Abraham by Hagar, is noteworthy.  


Abraham was the son of Terah and lived, at the time of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeas.  This is a section of country about the mouth of the Euphrates River and west of the Persian Gulf.

I.
CALL  OF  ABRAHAM

Read Genesis  12:1-4.  The latter part of this verse records the history of Abraham’s departure from Haran.  Haran is the section of country north of the Canaan land where Abram and his family stayed until the death of his father, Terah.  

Read  Acts  7:2-4.  We conclude from this that the call came to Abram while he was in Ur of the Chaldeas (or Mesopotamia, because this word Mesopotamia means the land between the rivers, Tigris and Euphrates).

Now read Hebrews  11:8-13.  Thus, we see the call of the father of the faithful.  Abram did not question the call of God, nor did he put off doing what God wanted him to do, but, by faith, went out, hence, the “Father of the Faithful.”
When God first called Abram in the land of the Chaldeas, He started a covenant with him, a covenant, which was given little by little over a period of Abram’s life.  In His wisdom God knew it was best to give this covenant little by little, for there were so many promises, blessings and  overwhelming statements and prophecies made that the consciousness of Abram could not absorb all of them at one time.

Below the sections of the covenant are listed.  They are broken down into various subjects and with limited explanations of each.

II.
THE  ABRAHAMIC  COVENANT

A brief definition of covenants should prove profitable here.  The word covenant appears first in the Hebrew language.  There, it is found as berith.  The expression and by the ancient peoples was, “I will cut a covenant.”  Each of the contracting parties bound an end of a leather thong about his finger or hand and, as they both recited orally the terms of the contract, they placed their other hand upon a knife and cut the leather thong.  Each kept the half belonging to them which bound him to the other party of the contract.  Oftentimes, a clay brick, with the terms of the covenant written on it, was broken.  The part kept by one matched the part kept by the other.  This bound both to the one contract.  From this, we learn that the word berith, rendered covenant in our English Bible, means a contract or agreement.

There were at least three kinds of contracts or covenants.

1.
Conditional – A conditional covenant means that there were conditions attached and might be veiled in expressions such as this:  “IF my servant  will keep my words and walk in my paths, then will I …”  Now the conditions are that the servant must walk upright before God in order to claim the terms of the promise God has made.

2.
Non-conditional – This simply means there are no conditions attached.  God has simply said He would do a thing.  His keeping the promise does not depend upon conditions by His servants, therefore, it is non-conditional.

3.
Mixed – This includes hose lengthy covenants where there are many stipulations a part of which are conditional and a part, non-conditional.

A  GREAT  NATION – Read Genesis  12:2 – Bear in mind that his covenant is a racial covenant.  God chose Abraham to be the father of a mighty nation called Israel.  It is interesting to note, also, that other nations came from the loins of this man – nations such as Arabia, from Abraham’s son, Ishmael, and Turkey, from his grandson, Esau.

THE  BLESSING – Read  Genesis  12:2 – Never has there been a man more highly favored of God than Abraham.  A good name, wealth, health, a great family, a great land grant, but, best of all, the Christ was to be born of his people.

A  GREAT  NAME – Read  Genesis  12:2 – Millions have lived, died and have been forgotten, but the name of Abraham has gone down in the halls of fame, in every land.  Read Proverbs  22:1, Abraham had both these qualities.  The name ABRAM means the High Father, or the Father of Elevation, and the name ABRAHAM means the Father of Multitudes.

When Abram obeyed the voice of God, his name was changed to Abraham.  The only change in the original language is that the fifth character of the language is inserted in the name.  The number five is the number of grace in Bible numerics, therefore, grace permeates the name as if to denote the grace bestowed upon the man.

HE  SHOULD  BE  A  BLESSING – Read again Genesis  12:2 – The Hebrew word for blessing is HERACHAH, and means a happy man.

GOD  BLESSED  THEM  THAT  BLESSED  HIM – Read  Genesis  12:3 – This is clearly seen in the history of the Israelites.  One case is noted in I Samuel  15.  This will be the grounds for the judgments of NATIONS as found in Matthew  25:40.  The nations that have clothed the children of God, visited them in prison, and provided a haven for them have pleased God and will be blessed in a special way in the judgment of nations.  Bless God’s people and be blessed of God.

CURSE  THEM  THAT  CURSE  HIM – Read  Genesis  12:3 – This, of course, is the negative of the preceding point.

HE  SHALL  BLESS  ALL  NATIONS  OF  THE  EARTH – Read  Genesis  12:3 – Christ is the promise made here.  The Lord was born of this chosen people and thereby the man Abraham blessed the earth.

GAVE  HIM  THE  LAND – Read  Genesis  12:7 – Abraham was given a title to the land.  Abraham did not possess all the land nor did his seed, and today, the Arabians, Syrians and others occupy it.  It will be restored to Abraham and his people at the proper time – the millennium.

HIS  SEED  AS  THE  STARS  OF  HEAVEN – Read  Genesis  15:5 – This is a simple, yet astounding, way God chose to convey the thought of an innumerable multitude of people.  There are countless millions of stars so, also, are the children of Abraham.

THE  MEASURE  OF  THE  LAND  GIVEN  TO  ABRAHAM – Read  Genesis  15:18 – This measure covers more territory than the average reader thinks.  The river of Egypt is the small river flowing along the eastern boundary of Egypt, known as the El Arish.  Then, it travels north through the hills, valleys, and plains for seven hundred miles to the Euphrates river.  The western boundary is the great sea (Mediterranean).  Notice here that no eastern boundary is given, however, the Euphrates flows in a southeasterly direction until it  flows  with the Tigris into the Persian Gulf.

This takes in a large portion, if not all, of the land of Arabia in the land grant.  Israel did not occupy all the land, however, there will be a time when the desert shall blossom, and a people shall be glad, and a highway shall be there.  People shall travel this highway  (Isaiah  35).

ABRAHAM  TO  MULTIPLY  EXCEEDINGLY – Read  Genesis  17:2 – Abraham had no children by his wife, Sarah, until he was a hundred years old, yet the astounding thing is, about four hundred years after this there were at least two million descendants.  There is absolutely no way of knowing the number of children coming from this man.

FATHER  OF  MANY  NATIONS – Read  Genesis  17:4 – The twelve nations of the twelve sons of Jacob are examples of this promise, also, the Turks and the Arabians.

NAME  CHANGED  TO  ABRAHAM – Read  Genesis  17:5 – Since he was to be the father of multitudes and of kings and of nations, Abram’s name was changed to Abraham, which means, FATHER  OF  MULTITUDES.

TO  BE  THE  FATHER  OF  KINGS – Read  Genesis  17:6 – There were three kings in the United Kingdom of Israel and nineteen in Israel after the division.  There were twenty in the kingdom of Judah.  This makes forty-two among the Hebrews we can account for.  How many others were there?  There is no way of knowing.

COVENANT  WITH  ABRAHAM  AND  HIS  SEED  EVERLASTING – Read  Genesis 17:7 – The children of Abraham were to be the recipients of this covenant (It was a national affair).

GOD  TO  BE  THEIR  GOD – Read  Genesis  17:7-8 – This promise, no doubt, was one of the strongest factors in the life of Abraham to cause him to lead a life that afterwards would incite others to call him, “The Father of the Faithful.”

GOD  WAS  ACQUAINTED  WITH  ABRAHAM – Read  Genesis  18:18-19 – God knew Abraham to the extent that He chose him to be the father of a people who were to bring the Christ into the world.

ISHMAEL  CAST  OUT – Read  Genesis  21:9-16 – This story of the casting out of the bondwoman and her child is very interesting.  When Isaac was weaned, Abraham gave a feast and Ishmael, who was fourteen years older than Isaac, teased (mocked – made fun of) Isaac.  Sarah was very much displeased and demanded that Hagar and her son be cast out, that they not be heirs with Isaac.

Abraham wanted Ishmael to be in this covenant, but it was not the will of God.  However, God promised that he would make a great nation of Ishmael because he was of Abraham.

SEED  AS  THE  STARS  OF  HEAVEN,  REPEATED – Read  Genesis  22:17.

HIS  SEED  SHOULD  POSSESS  THE  GATE  OF  HIS  ENEMIES – Read  Genesis  22:17 – This is also added in Rebekah’s blessing (Genesis  24:60).  This ended the Abrahamic covenant and God put the seal, or sign, of the covenant on the race.

CIRCUMCISON – Read  Genesis  17:10-12 – As the rainbow is the sign of the covenant with Noah, so circumcision is he sign of the covenant with Abraham.

Circumcision pertains to the genital organ, and, therefore, indicated offspring.  One of the outstanding parts of this covenant is the multiplied millions of descendants, one of which is called “the seed” and refers to the Christ.  Read also Galatians  3:16.

While we have observed this covenant, we have gleaned through many years of Abraham’s life.  Genesis 16 gives the account of the birth of Ishmael.  Hagar was an Egyptian handmaid of Sarai, evidently acquired on their trip to Egypt (Genesis  12:10-20).  After ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai did not bear a son to Abraham.  In her desperation, she offered the handmaid to Abraham hoping that God would accept that seed as hers.  Abraham was at that time eighty-six years old and Sarai was seventy-six.  Thus, she was past the age of bearing children.

ISHMAEL  REJECTED – The birth of Ishmael brought hope to the mind of Abraham.  “For,” he reasoned, “God has now given me a son and will no doubt call His seed through him,” and it was Abraham’s request that God would actually consider this, however, God had made the promise that Abraham and Sarai would have a son, and so Abraham’s proposal was turned down.  Read  Genesis  17:18.

God made it possible for Abraham and Sarah to have a son of their own in their old age.  Abraham was one hundred ears old and Sarah was ninety years old when the promised son was born.  Thus, he was a gift of God.  It seems God used this manner to emphasize the fact that He was bringing this seed into the world, a line of people who was to produce the Christ child (Genesis  21:1-2).  In the first place, Sarai was barren and, according to nature, she never would have borne a child, and now both the husband and the wife were well stricken in age, but, regardless of the circumstances, God intervened and a child was born.

God told Abraham that he was to be the father of a son, but Abraham was old and he laughed at the promise  (Genesis  17:17).  Again when the Lord appeared in the plains of Mamre and told Sarai that she was to be the mother of a son, she also laughed.  When the son was born, Sarai was ninety years old and Abraham was one hundred.  They named the son Isaac which, in the Hebrew language, means “laughter.”

Abraham’s home was in Hebron in the plains of Mamre, which is the southern part of Canaan.  

The next thing of importance in the life of the faithful man is the testing of his faith.  Read Genesis  22:1-7 – Isaac was his only son according to the promises;  Ishmael was already gone, so it was his only son whom God required him to sacrifice.  Abraham surely did not question this  call, for it says in the next verses that he arose early and set out.

Upon reaching the top of the mountain, Abraham built an altar.  Then, binding Isaac, he laid him on the altar.  Reaching forth his hand, Abraham took the knife to slay his own son and just as he stretched forth his hand with the knife, an angel of God stopped his hand, saying to Abraham, “Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him:  for  now I know that thou fears God, seeing thou has not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.”

God had caused a ram to be caught by his horns in the thicket.  This ram became the substitute for Isaac.  Go now to the book of Hebrews  11:17-19.  This episode in the life of Abraham demonstrates the overwhelming faith, the dauntless attitude of the man.  Abraham has well earned the title of the father of the faithful, for even here, when God commanded him to slay his own son, Isaac, Abraham reasoned that God had said Isaac would be the recipient of the Abrahamic covenant and the progenitor of Jesus Christ, and with this promise in mind, Abraham believed that, though he slew his son, God would raise him up from the dead  (Romans  4:1-3;  Genesis  15:6).  Read  James  2:21 – Here James is writing of justification in the sight of MAN.

This shows that, in the sight of men, our works justify us, but not before God.

Read  Genesis  23:1-9 – This is the account of the death of Sarah and the sons of Heth were the descendants of Ham.  Ephron, the Hittite, wanted to give the burying place to Abraham, but Abraham would not receive it as a gift and paid four hundred shekels of silver for it, approximately


$260.00  (Genesis  23:17-20)

This is a tragic story in the history of Abraham, but Sarah was old, as well as himself, and she went the way of all the earth.  Abraham and Isaac were left with all their possessions, and Abraham remembered the covenant that God had made with him, how his seed would be as the stars of the heaven.

Having only one son, and him unmarried, Abraham turned his thoughts to a wife for his son.  Not wanting his son to marry a woman of the inhabitants in the land of Canaan, his thoughts turned to Padan-Aran where his brother, Nahor, lived  (Read  Genesis  24).  This narrates the

very interesting events of the servant going for the wife of Isaac.

BLESSINGS  UPON  REBEKAH – Read  Genesis  24:60-67 – Now comes the blessings that the family bestowed upon Rebekah.  How much like the blessing of Abraham – mother of millions and her seed to possess the gates of the enemies.

After this, Abraham married again, this time to Keturah.  She gave Abraham six sons, but Isaac was the only heir, and received all that Abraham had, however, Abraham gave them gifts and sent them away to the east, away from Isaac.

DEATH  OF  ABRAHAM  AND  COVENANT  TRANSFERRED – Abraham lived to be one hundred seventy-five years old and he died  (Genesis  25:8-11).  

Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah as his wife.  She was barren, and after twenty years without children Isaac prayed to the Lord concerning his wife.  She conceived and bare twins.  The name of the first-born was Esau, and the name of the other was Jacob.

There was much difference between the two boys.  Esau was hairy and red, a big man.  The other was a mild man who dwelt in tents and kept flocks.  Esau was a cunning hunter.  There was partiality shown in the family.  Isaac, the father, favored the older son Esau, and the mother was fond of Jacob.  This, of course, resulted in trouble.

THE  SALE  OF  THE  BIRTHRIGHT – Esau was out hunting one day, and came in faint, that is, he was tired and hungry.  Jacob had cooked a mess of pottage.  When Esau smelled the  pottage, he asked for some to eat.  Now Jacob, whose name means supplanter or trickster, saw the opportunity to get the birthright from his brother.  He said, “Sell me this day thy birthright.”


Esau reasoned thus:  “I am at the point of death.  If I do not sell my birthright, I will starve to death.  What good will a birthright do?  I will sell it, and live – I had rather be alive without the birthright than dead with it.”  So, he sold the birthright to his brother, Jacob, for some food.


This is the first account of Jacob’s bartering, but by no means the last one.  As has been pointed out, the name Jacob means trickster or supplanter, and his shrewd characteristics are demonstrated as much in his trading and bartering as in any other phase of his life.  In most cases, Jacob received the better of the deal, however, not so in every case.

THE  MEANING  OF  BIRTHRIGHT – The birthright was a special blessing bestowed by the father upon the eldest son.  In the early days, the tribes were governed by the oldest, or the highest ranking, father in the tribe.  He was called the patriarch, a word made up of pater, which means father and archae, which means head or first.  As long as the patriarch lived, he was the ruler and priest.  At his death, the oldest son took his place as head of the tribe.  Not only this, but he received a double portion of the inheritance.  Thus, the birthright was a special blessing to be claimed by the first son unless, during the life of the father, he saw fit to place the blessings upon another.



A.
THE  COVENANT  TRANSFERRED  TO  




ISAAC – Read  Genesis  26:2-4.

JACOB  RECEIVED  THE  BLESSING  BY  TRICKERY – Two words are used in the Old Testament concerning the inheritance.  They are:



1.
Birthright – which means that the eldest son         



was to receive a double portion of the inheritance, was to take the place of the father (patriarch) as head of the family and was to act as ruler and priest.

                         2.
Blessing – this was a special grace bestowed upon the children at the time of the death of the father  (Genesis  27:1-4).


The mother overheard the conversation between the father and son.  She called the other twin, the one she loved, and said, “Jacob, go now to thy flocks and bring me two kids and I will dress them and make a savory meat.”  After the mother had made the savory meat, she told Jacob to take it and give it to his father as though he were his son, Esau, then receive the blessing.


At this, Jacob said, “But Esau is a hairy man and I am a smooth man.  Suppose that he wants to feel of my hands or neck, then what will I do?”  His mother took the hair from the goat skins and put them upon the neck and hands of Jacob.  Jacob took the vessel of meat to his father and said, “I am Esau thy firstborn.”


Isaac asked him to come a little closer, and he smelled the blood and felt the hair on his neck and hands.  He was convinced that it was Esau.  Then the father asked, “How is it that thou has found it so quickly?”


Again, Jacob deceived his father with a lie and to add to the wickedness of it, brought the name of the Lord in on it by saying, “The Lord was with me.”


After the father ate of the meat, he put his hand upon the boy’s head and made the blessing found in Genesis  27:28-29.  Thus, did Isaac bless Jacob.


Now when Jacob had gone from the presence of his father, the other son came in and said, “Father.”




Isaac asked, “Who art thou?”


Esau said, “I am Esau, thy firstborn.”  For the first time now, Isaac understood that he had been deceived. Reflecting upon the order of events, he saw that his son, Jacob, had taken advantage of his physical blindness and through the use of the blood and the wool of goats had deceived his father into giving him the choice blessing, the blessing he had actually wanted to preserve for his son, Esau.


Jacob (supplanter) had worked another trick.  Not only had he driven a bargain with his brother, a bargain which netted him the birthright, but now he had deceived his father into bestowing the blessing upon him.


Then Esau asked for a blessing and the blessing he received is in Genesis  27:37-40.  This blessing was not what Esau wanted, but it was the best that Isaac could do after giving the choice blessing to Jacob.

DESCENDANTS  OF  ESAU – The descendants of Esau are:  ESAU;  EDOM;  IDUMEA;  OTTOMAN;  TURK.  The modern Turk is a descendant of Esau.  Esau was very angry concerning the stolen blessing and threatened to kill Jacob, his brother, as soon as his father was dead.


Rebekah, the mother, called to her son, Jacob, and told him that Esau was going to kill him and for him to flee for his life until Esau’s fury had turned away.  She also told Isaac that she did not want Jacob to take a wife of the daughters of Canaan.  The parents urged Jacob to go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel, his mother’s father.

JACOB’S  TRIP  TO  PADAN-ARAM – When Jacob was ready to go, Isaac gave him another blessing, that it, he blessed him the second time.  Read  Genesis  28:3-10.

JACOB’S  HEAVENLY  VISION – Read  Genesis  28:11-22.  After this Jacob continued his journey and came to the people of the east.  He saw  a well and around the well were flocks of sheep.  Also, there was a large stone upon the mouth of the well.  Jacob asked the men, “Whence be ye?”




They answered, “From Haran.”



Jacob then asked if they knew the man, Laban, to which the shepherds answered, “Yes.”  He inquired as to the welfare of Laban and found that he was well.  The shepherds pointed to a maiden coming to the well with another flock of sheep and they informed Jacob that this shepherdess was Rachel, he daughter of Laban, herding her father’s sheep.


When Rachel and her sheep arrived at the well, Jacob made himself known unto her, and assisted her in watering the sheep.  He then went with her to her home and for the first time, met his uncle, Laban, the brother of Jacob’s mother.


After spending a month’s time with Laban and his household, serving as a shepherd, Jacob was approached by Laban, saying, “Because thou art my brother, shouldst thou therefore serve me for naught?  Tell me what shall thy wages be?”


Having spent this much time in Laban’s home and being associated with Laban’s younger daughter, Rachel, Jacob had fallen in love and he proposed that he would work seven years for his daughter, Rachel.


There were complications, which were to arise, however, that Jacob knew nothing about, for the custom of the people and the time was that the elder, or older, daughter should be married before the younger daughter and Laban had an older daughter by the name of Leah.  Nothing was said about this custom at the time of Jacob’s proposal.  The offer, therefore, was accepted by Laban, and Jacob set out on this seven years period of work.  However, the love he had for Rachel was so great that Jacob counted seven years as nothing.


When the seven years were up, Jacob reported to Laban and asked that he might receive his wife.  A great wedding festivity and ceremony was arranged, and when the bride was brought unto her bridegroom, she, according to the customs of the people, was veiled.  After the wedding ceremony, the bride being taken to the home of her husband, was unveiled, and to the astonishment of Jacob, the bride was Leah, the older sister.


Naturally, Jacob went to his father-in-law, registered his disappointment and complained of the treatment he had received.  However, Laban explained to him that in this country, the older daughter must be married before the younger daughter could be married, and he also explained that Jacob could still marry Rachael, only he must work 



seven more years.


A close look at the scriptures reveal that after the period of honeymoon was over, Jacob married Rachel and then served the seven years for her.


In addition to the two daughters, Laban gave to Jacob to handmaidens who served as domestic servants and common law wives.  Their names were Zilpah and Bilhah.


To these four women were born twelve sons and one daughter.  The twelve sons were commonly referred to as the sons of Jacob and later on, when the name of Jacob was changed to Israel, the sons of Israel  When these sons, therefore had grown, married and their children had developed into tribes, they were referred to as the tribes of Israel.


LEAH




 ZILPAH






       (Leah’s maid)



Reuben



     Gad

            Simeon



    Asher

                Levi


   Judah


 Issachar


 Zebulun


RACHEL



 BILHAH






      (Rachel’s maid)


  Joseph



     Dan


Benjamin                                                Naphtali

GOD  CALLS  JACOB  TO  RETURN  TO  CANAAN – When eleven of these sons were born, (Benjamin, the youngest, had not yet been born) God appeared unto Jacob and instructed him to return to the land of his fathers at Hebron.


Jacob had become exceedingly wealthy, for God had blessed every act of his.  When the fourteen years were up – the fourteen years of work that paid for Rachel and Leah – Laban and Jacob had entered into a new contract.  Laban proposed that Jacob tend the flocks and the herds, that those which had blemishes, discoloration, etc., he set into one herd and all that were perfect be set into another herd.  Laban would have those that were perfect and the ring streaked, grizzled, etc., belonged to Jacob.  Jacob agreed to this contract and, lo and behold, all the lambs that were born to the sheep, the kids that were born to the goats, the calves born to the cattle, showed some slight mark of imperfection and so it was that Jacob’s herds and flocks multiplied by the hundreds.  Then Laban came to Jacob, changing the contract, saying, “I will take all that are imperfect and you will take the perfect.”  Jacob readily agreed and then, as if by some miracle of God, all the young

that were born were perfect.  After a period of time, Laban came back wanting to change the contract again and this continued until Laban had changed Jacob’s wages ten times.  It was at this particular time the sons of Laban had been making false accusations against their brother-in-law, Jacob, that he was stealing all that belonged to their father, and at that time, the call of God came to Jacob to return to south Palestine.


Jacob, ill at ease in the sight of his father-in-law and brothers-in-law, called for his wives to meet him in the fields where he was tending the sheep.  He related unto them how that God had called him to return to the land of his forefathers and they readily agreed to go.  The problem was how to slip away from Laban, for Laban was domineering and was attached to the grandchildren.  This plan was devised.  The herdsmen would leave first with the flocks and herds, then later, Jacob with all his household on camels would follow.  Thus, when the entire aggregation of people, servants, flocks and herds left the land of Padan-aram, they represented an exceedingly large caravan.


Jacob was actually trying to obey the voice of the Lord, but in the face of the opposition he had received from his father-in-law and remembering the vow his twin brother, Esau, had made twenty years ago – a vow to kill Jacob – Jacob’s spirits were low.

JACOB  WRESTLED  WITH  AN  ANGEL – As the caravan neared the land to which they were going, they stopped at the brook, Jabbok.   Here Jacob sent some of his men to the land of Edom to tell his brother, Esau, that he was coming, having much cattle, goats, sheep, and other riches, but the men came back and reported that Esau was coming to meet him with four hundred men.  This greatly troubled Jacob.  He was afraid, for he thought Esau had not changed his mind about killing him, although his father, Isaac, was not yet dead.


That night something happened in the camp of Jacob.  Jacob sent his two wives, the women servants, and the eleven children over the ford.  Jacob stayed on the other side of the brook.  There that night, a man wrestled with him.  Jacob, nor the man, seemed to get the better of the match.  The man touched Jacob’s thigh, and the thigh was out of joint, and he said, “Let me go for the day breaketh.”


Jacob said, “I will not let thee go until thou bless me.”




And the man said, “What is thy name?”




He answered, “Jacob.”


The man said, “Thou shalt no more be called Jacob, but Israel, for as a prince, thou hast power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.”


Then Jacob asked the stranger’s name.  Some way, he found out that it was God  (Hosea  12:3-6), for he named the place Peniel, which means, the face of God.


“And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh.”  Note the difference when he went back to his brother as compared to this pride when he left.


Jacob was not called supplanter (trickster) for nothing, and quickly he devised a plan.  He divided the entire company into two parts.  He set two hundred twenty goats, then a herd of two hundred twenty sheep, another herd of thirty camels and their colts, another herd of forty cows and ten bulls and, finally thirty donkeys making a total of five hundred eighty head.  He sent these in five different groups, or herds, as a gift to his brother, Esau.  The plan was this:  Esau and his small army of four hundred men would approach the first flock and Jacob anticipated that Esau would stay and ask the herdsmen whose they were.  He instructed the herdsmen to say, “They are Jacob’s and he is sending them as a gift to his lord, Esau.”  Likewise, with the second, third, fourth and fifth groups, so little by little, his determination to kill his brother would be broken down.


Jacob not only divided his entire company into two bands that one might escape if the other was smitten by the enemy, and sent five droves consisting of goats, sheep, camels, cattle and donkeys, but he also divided his household and set first in the line of march, Zilpah, the handmaiden of Leah, and her children;  then Bilhah, the handmaiden of Rachel, and her children;  and, finally, Rachel with Joseph.  Then, behind all of these, was Jacob.  When he lifted up his eyes and saw Esau and his men approaching, Jacob, limping and faltering in his walk, bowed himself to the ground seven times until he came near unto his brother.  What changed the attitude and the heart of Esau the Bible does not say.  Perhaps, the gifts that Jacob sent did have something to do with it, but over all of this, we know that God’s protecting hand was to preserve the life of Jacob for Jacob was the receiver of the gift and covenant that had been bestowed upon his father, Isaac, as it in turn had been received by Abraham.  At any rate, Esau ran to his brother, embraced him, kissed him, forgiving him, and only after much persuasion did Esau receive the gifts.


After an introduction to the wives and the children, Esau asked why the droves were sent out as they were, and Jacob answered, “They are to find grace in the sight of my lord.”


And Esau said, “I have enough, my brother, keep that thou hast unto thyself.”


So Esau returned on that day unto Seir, and Jacob, with all his substance went to Succoth, and built an house for himself and barns for his cattle  (Genesis  33:18-20).


“And he erected there an altar, and called it El-e-lo-he-Israel.”  (This name means God, the God of Israel).


The first real trouble the sons of Israel had in the land of Canaan arose from a proposal made by the men of Shechem who mingled their people with the Israelites in marriage.  Simeon and Levi, carefully laid plans and literally destroyed the Shechemites.  This trouble did not help Jacob and his family for the attitude of the people in the land was of great concern to Jacob and it is remarkable that at the time of Jacob’s death, when he bestowed the blessings upon his sons, he remembered this incident and for a correct rendering read Genesis  49:5-7.


Soon after this God spoke to Jacob again instructing him to arise and go to Bethel.  Jacob then prepared his household by saying, “Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments:  and let us arise, and go up to Bethel, and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went.  Read  Genesis  35:4-7.


         B.
COVENANT  RENEWED  IN  JACOB – Read Genesis  35:9-15


THE  BIRTH  OF  BENJAMIN – This epoch in the life of Jacob is joy mingled with sorrow.  Another son was born to Jacob by Rachel, the woman that he most loved.  When he was born, Rachel died.  The son was named Benjamin which means son of consolation.  Read  Genesis  35:16-17.



Rachel was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.  Now, the sons of Jacob were twelve (the twelve sons of Israel).


THE  DEATH  OF  ISAAC – Before the death of Isaac, Jacob came to him in Mamre, into the city, which is in Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned



“And the days of Isaac were an hundred and four score years (180).  And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people being old and full of days:  and his son Esau and Jacob buried him.”



Esau, which is Edom and today is called Turk, dwelt in Seir, which is the name of the country lying south of the ancient kingdom of Judah and extending from the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Akaba.  It includes the ruins of Petra and is bounded on the north by Moab.  This country is also called Idumea.  And Jacob dwelt in tents in the land of Canaan.


TROUBLE  AMONG  BRETHREN – As has already been noted, Jacob had two sons by Rachel, Joseph, the older and Benjamin, the younger.  It was only natural that since Rachel was the favorite wife, the wife of Jacob’s choice, these two sons would be favored over all the rest.  Joseph had already begun to receive revelations from God by dreams when he was a young man.  In his dreams, God had revealed unto him how he was to be exalted and his brethren abased.  This divided the brethren and the breach grew from day to day.



Jacob had made a coat of many colors, no doubt, signifying the fact that he considered Joseph of  royal descent and one through whom the covenant of Abraham and Isaac, his fathers, would be perpetuated.  This added to the indignation the brethren had for Joseph, and they secretly laid plans that one day they might destroy him.



As the herds and flocks of Jacob grew and multiplied it was necessary of course for the sons and the herdsmen to take these herds into the far away grazing lands.  Only Joseph and Benjamin remained with their father.  Joseph was seventeen years of age and Benjamin somewhat younger.



On one occasion, Jacob sent Joseph into the pasture land to learn of the welfare of his brethren and the herds and to bring back a report.  A number of days were spent in search of the brethren and upon finding them, the brethren saw him, and immediately began a plan to destroy him.  They seized Joseph, removed the coat of many colors, casting the lad into a pit, and then, slaying an animal (a kid of the goats), smeared the blood on the coat that they might present it to their father, hoping he would conclude a wild beast had destroyed Joseph.



While these brethren sat down to eat, they saw a caravan of Midianite merchantmen, Ishmaelites by nationality, who lived in the land of Midian, bearing their products to Egypt.  The brethren decided then to sell Joseph as a slave.  They did and so the seventeen year old son was carried away to a foreign country, sold to Potiphar, a priest of On, captain of the king’s guard.



Just as the plans had been laid, Jacob did believe that a beast had destroyed his son and he grieved and mourned for him.  He gave up all hope of ever seeing his son alive again.  However, it was through this medium that God moved Jacob and his descendants into the land of Egypt (Read Psalm  105:17-18).



You are asked to make a detailed study of Genesis  Chapter  38 in your private reading that you may get the true picture of the lineage from Adam to Christ.


JOSEPH  ADVANCED,  TEMPTED  AND IMPRISONED – Joseph was sold to the captain of the guard (Read Genesis  29:2-6).



It came to pass that the wife of Potiphar wanted Joseph to lie with her, but Joseph would not, and said, “Behold my master does not know what is in the house with me, and all that he has, he has committed into my hands, and besides the master there is none greater in this house.  He has given all to me except thee and thou art his wife, and how can I sin, against him and God?”


And it came to pass one day after she wanted him to lie with her, Joseph went into the house to take care of his master’s business, and there were none of the men in the house.  The wife of Potiphar took hold of his garment, and said, “Lie with me.”  Joseph left his garment and fled from the house.  This wicked, designing woman, thinking fast in order to clear herself in the situation, called for the household servants.  She told them and her husband, on his arrival, that Joseph had made immoral advances toward her and when she lifted up her voice, Joseph had fled and in order to prove her point, she had retained Joseph’s coat.



The master was very angry and placed Joseph in the king’s prison, but, even here, God was with him, and caused the guard to favor Joseph.  Soon, he was a prison guard, that is, all the prisoners were trusted in the hand of Joseph.  All that Joseph did, while in prison, God made it to prosper.



In the prison Joseph became known as an interpreter of dreams because God was with him and told him the meaning of the dreams.



It came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed a dream and was troubled at the meaning.  Then the butler told the king about Joseph.



Joseph was sent for, and they brought him up out of the dungeon.  He shaved and put on a clean garment.  Then he came before the king and the king told him the story of his dream, also that the wise men of the land of Egypt could not tell him the interpretation thereof.  Joseph heard the dream and told the king the interpretation, that the seven lean kine meant seven years when nothing would be grown in the field, and the seven fat kine were seven years that the fields were to bring forth much grain.  Now the seven lean years were to follow the seven fat years and all of the grain would be gone by the time the famine was over.  Joseph told the king to appoint a wise man over the kingdom, and make the farmers lay up grain during the seven years of plenty that they might have some during the seven lean years.  This pleased Pharaoh very much and he made Joseph the man in the kingdom to look after the business of making the storehouses and putting the grain in them.  This was quite a promotion for Joseph – in the guard’s house one year, in prison for many, many years, and there was now only one man in the kingdom greater than Joseph and that was the king himself.



God was still with Joseph who set out to make the great storehouses.  The king took off his ring and put it on the hand of Joseph, put a golden chain about his neck, and costly clothing on him, and also gave him the second chariot in which to ride.



Joseph was thirty years old at this time.  He went from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout the land of Egypt.  In the seven plenteous years, the earth brought forth plenty, and he gathered up the food of the seven years, which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities.  And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, so much they left off numbering.



The king gave Joseph a wife;  her name was Asenath.  Unto Joseph and Asenath were born two sons before thee years of the famine.  The firstborn was named Manasseh, and the name of the second son was Ephraim.



Now the seven years of plenty were ended and years of drought was in ALL lands.  When the people began to cry for bread, they came to Joseph.  He went to the storehouses and opened them and there was plenty, so all the earth came to Egypt to buy corn.



When Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, he called his sons to him and told them to go into the land of Egypt, to buy corn.  When the ten brothers came to the land of Egypt to buy the corn, Benjamin, the youngest brother, was left with his father.



When the brothers arrived in Egypt, Joseph recognized them, but they did not know him.  Joseph spoke roughly to them.  They were afraid and bowed themselves down to him, a fulfillment of the dream that he had had long ago and for which they had hated him.



After accusing them of being spies, he sold them corn, and kept Simeon, and told them that they could not redeem him from prison, until they came again and brought their younger brother, Benjamin.  They went on their way to the land of Canaan, and when one of them went to feed his donkey, he found the money that he had paid for the corn in the sack.



When they reached their father and told him what had befallen them, the old man was troubled and afraid.  He did not want his youngest son to go into the land of Egypt, for he was the only son of Rachel he had left.  However, at this time Benjamin was a grown man with a family of his own.  When the corn was all gone and the time arrived for them to make the second trip to Egypt, it was only after great persuasion that Jacob let Benjamin go with his brothers.



When they made their second trip, Joseph knew his brother Benjamin and wept for joy.  Finally, he decided to keep Benjamin and placed his cup in the bag of corn that was Benjamin’s.  When they had gone from the city, Joseph sent after them, and finding the cup in the bag of Benjamin, he had an excuse to hold him in bondage, but Judah made a plea for the boy on the ground that it would kill his father to see the boy missing on the return trip.  This plea was too great for Joseph.  He asked all the Egyptians to vacate the room.  Joseph then told his brethren who he was.  He also told them that there were five years more of the famine and for them to go to their father and bring him, and all that they had to Egypt.



Pharaoh also heard that Joseph’s brothers had come and it pleased him very much.  Wagons were sent for Jacob and his family.  This made the father, Jacob, happy.  He not only had Benjamin back safely, but he had found his other son, Joseph, whom he never expected to see again.



There were seventy-five souls, all of Jacob’s family, by the time they all got to Egypt, counting Joseph and his family.  They found favor in the eyes of Pharaoh and were placed in the northern part of the country where the Nile River empties into the Great Sea, the land of Goshen.  Here they prospered, for God was with them.

III.
RACIAL  BLESSINGS  ON  SONS  OF  ISRAEL 



Jacob lived in a land of Egypt seventeen years.  The time drew near that Israel must die.  He sent for his son, Joseph, who came to him.  At this time, Jacob asked Joseph’s promise to carry his body up out of the land of Egypt and bury it with his forefathers at the Cave of Machpelah in the land of Canaan.  Joseph agreed to this.  The whole age of Jacob was one hundred forty-seven years.


               A.
JOSEPH’S  SONS  ADOPTED  INTO  THE         FAMILY  OF  ISRAEL.
The scriptures also inform us that at the time of Jacob’s last illness, Joseph brought his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, to see their grandfather.  Jacob strengthened himself and sat upon his bed.




Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, and said unto me, behold, I will make thee fruitful, and will multiply thee, and I will make thee a multitude of people;  and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession.  And now thy two sons, that were born to thee in Egypt, are mine as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine.”  This was where the two sons of Joseph were grafted into the sons of Israel.




And Joseph said unto Israel, “These are my two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh,” and he brought them near (Israel’s eyes were dim for years) and Israel kissed them and embraced them, and Israel said unto Joseph, “I had not thought to see thy face;  and lo, God hath shown me thy seed.”


Then Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel’s right hand and brought them near unto him, and Israel stretched out his and laid it upon Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands wittingly, for Manasseh was the first born.  Then Joseph received a blessing, and when he saw that Jacob had his right hand on the head of the younger son he said, “Not so my father, for this is the firstborn.”


Jacob said, “I know it my son, I know it.”  So the younger son, Ephraim, received the greater blessing – “he shall become a multitude of nations.”  Manasseh was to be great but his younger brother was to be the greater.



Israel’s other sons were called to the bedside, and their dying father placed the blessings upon them.  And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, “Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days.”  Read  Genesis  49:3-27.



These blessings Israel promised upon his sons did not specifically rest in the sons only but in their children and in their children’s children after them.



You will note that Joseph received a double portion of inheritance when his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, became a part of national Israel.  There is no tribe of Joseph except as occasionally Ephraim represents him, but technically and scripturally, both Ephraim and Manasseh represent Joseph.  Thus a double portion of the inheritance for Joseph – in his two sons.



And when Jacob had made a finish of blessing his sons, he gathered his feet back on the bed and gave up the ghost and died.  Joseph fell upon his father’s face and wept over him and kissed him.



Joseph commanded his servants, the physicians, to embalm Israel.  The forty days were fulfilled for him, and the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days.



After the mourning for Jacob, Joseph obtained permission from Pharaoh to take him to the burying place of Abraham in the land of Canaan.  So Joseph, his brethren, and many of the Egyptians went up to Canaan with Joseph, a very great company.



And they buried Jacob in the cave of the field of Mach-pelah, where Abraham bought a field for a possession of a burying place of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre.  Then Joseph returned to Egypt.



Joseph dwelt in the land of Egypt and began to grow old.  He saw his grandchildren, and his great grandchildren, and he called his brothers to him and told them that he was going to die, but the God of Abraham would bring them out of this land into the land of promise.  This children of Israel took an oath that they would not leave the bones of Joseph in the land of Egypt, but would take them back to the land of Canaan.  Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old, and they embalmed him and put him in a coffin in Egypt.  When the children of Israel were released and went back, they took the coffin and buried Joseph in Canaan.



The rest of the story of the children of Israel is principally trouble.  They stayed in the land and multiplied until they were a great nation within themselves.  They waxed exceedingly mighty, and the land was filled with them.

IV.
THE  EGYPTIAN  BONDAGE


Another Pharaoh came to the throne, which knew not Joseph, and made a note of the great number of Hebrews that were in the kingdom, and said, “Suppose some other kingdom were to attack us.  The Hebrews would join in with them and help destroy us.  Therefore, let us put them into bondage so this will not happen.”

Therefore, they set taskmasters over the Hebrews, and they afflicted them.  They made them build great treasure cities, Pithom and Rameses.  But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew.  And the Egyptians were grieved because of the children of Israel.  So they added to their sufferings.  They made their lives bitter with hard bondage.  They were builders, brick makers and farmers.


Then Pharaoh spoke to the Hebrew midwives and said, “When ye see a child born that is a manchild, then ye shall kill him and save the daughters.”  But the midwives feared God and would not obey the command of the king.  Finally Pharaoh charged all the people, that all the male children who were born should be cast into the river, and all the daughters should be saved alive.  


These Hebrews were the people of God.  They were in a strange land.  They were afflicted by rulers that were not their own.  God had promised that He would be with them.  They had multiplied just as God said they would, and now He was going to keep His promise to them, “I will be with them in all their ways.”
V.
THE  BIRTH  AND  CALL  OF  MOSES


As these people lifted up their voices from their afflictions, and prayed to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, God was favorable to a family of the tribe of Levi, and gave them children.  The oldest was a girl called Miriam.  Next was a son whose name was Aaron.  Then came the third child, a son whose name was Moses.


When Moses was born, the Pharaoh had already made the law that all the male children of the Hebrews should be killed.  Moses’ mother hid him three months.  Soon, she was afraid the officers would find him, and she made an ark from the reeds and daubed it with slime and pitch so that it would be waterproof.  Then, she put the baby in it and placed it out in the water of the river.  She also put her daughter on the banks to watch and see if any one would come and find the ark.


Soon Pharaoh’s daughter came to bathe in the river.  One of her maids walked along the river bank and saw the basket.  The princess told her maid to bring it to her and when she opened it she saw that it was a child.  The child began to weep.  The woman had compassion on him.  By this time Miriam, Moses’ sister, was there to see what they would do with her brother.  When the princess said that it was a Hebrew child Miriam said, “May I go and call a nurse from the Hebrew women, that she might nurse it for thee?”  Miriam received a favorable answer and ran to tell her mother.  The mother received the boy, and nursed him, and then later took him to the palace of the king where he was reared as a son of a king.  In this strange manner God prepared a man to deliver His people from Egyptian bondage.



For forty years Moses lived as the son of the king of Egypt.  During this time, he received the highest possible education the learned men of Egypt could give.  It should be borne in mind that Egypt was the zenith of nations in culture and learning. 


When Moses was forty years of age, he witnessed the flogging of one of the Hebrew servants by and Egyptian taskmaster.  Moses, the scriptures inform us, “looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian.”  Digging a hole in the sand, he covered the dead Egyptian, hoping that this would be all there was to it.  However, on the next day, or the morrow, he saw two Hebrews striving together and approaching them, he said to the one at fault, “Why did you hit him?” to which the Hebrew retorted, “What is it to you?  Are you going to slay one of us as you did the Egyptian?”  Horror struck the heart of Moses, for then he knew the word was out that he had slain the Egyptian.  He also knew what the penalty would be and he made immediate preparation to flee the country and by the time the Pharaoh learned the news and sought the life of Moses, he had left Egypt and crossed the river El Arish and was making his way well into the land of Midian which is in the Sinaitic peninsula, east of Egypt.


In the land of Midian, Moses came upon a well of water where the shepherds gathered together at a certain period in the day to water their flocks.  A certain man, Jethro by name, who was a priest of God in Midian, had a flock of sheep.  His daughters kept the flocks, but when these young women attempted to water their sheep, ruffians among the men drove them away.  Moses assisted these young ladies and when the sheep were watered, he accompanied them to their home where he was accorded hospitality and soon began the life of a shepherd tending the sheep of Jethro.


Another angle developed and Moses married one of the daughters, a young lady whose name was Zipporah.

THE  CALL  OF  MOSES – The next forty years of Moses’ life was spent in the wilderness and on the plains with the sheep.  During this forty years time, he had opportunity to traverse practically every square mile of the Sinaitic peninsula.  He knew every mountain and every valley.  He knew every trail, because he had walked over them with the sheep.  He had slept there at night.  Little did he know that God had in mind the development of a leader of His sheep who would go over this country in the years that were ahead.


It was on the occasion that Moses had led the sheep into the back country near the Mount of Horeb that his eyes beheld a strange sight, for a bush on fire burned a long time without being consumed.  Moses approached this strange sight, never realizing it was God.  God spoke from the burning bush, making Himself known unto Moses and instructing him to pull his shoes from off his feet, that the ground whereon he trod was holy.  The Lord further informed him that he would come again after delivering the children of Israel from bondage and would worship God on this site and in this mountain.


After further proofs that God had called him and would be with him, proofs of miracles – the rod turning to a serpent and back to a rod again, the hand of Moses becoming leprous and then clean again – Moses took up the challenge and started back to Egypt to deliver the children of Israel where he was met by Aaron, his brother, who served as a spokesman and a constant companion for Moses during the time of the plagues, the deliverance and the exodus.

VI.
THE  DELIVERANCE – 1491 B.C.



Aaron had already joined Moses, and they were set for the deliverance of Israel.  They announced to the elders of Israel that God would deliver them, and they worshipped the Lord.



The next step of Moses was to go before the king, and make a plea for Israel to go and worship.  At this, the king was very angry and placed more burdens on the Hebrews.



Moses and Aaron contacted the Pharaoh on many occasions.  No agreement could ever be reached, however.  No settlement could be made on behalf of the people of God.  Finally, God, through Moses, brought the following plagues upon Egypt.

PLAGUES  (Review the study of the plagues found earlier in this chapter)


1.
Water Becomes Blood – Exodus  7:9-25.


2.
Frogs – Exodus  8:1-11.




3.
Lice – Exodus  8:16-19.


4.
Flies – Exodus  8:20-32.


5.
Murrain on Cattle – Exodus  9:1-7.


6.
Boils and Blains – Exodus  9:8-12.


7.
Hail and Fire – Exodus  9:12-26.


8.
Locust – Exodus  10:1-20.


9.
Darkness – Exodus  10:21-28.



(Israel borrowed from the Egyptians)


10.
Death of the firstborn – Exodus  12:29-30.



Just before the last plague, Moses commanded them to make a feast of a lamb that had been put up on the tenth day of the month and kept till the fourteenth day.  This lamb was to be slain, the blood placed on the two side posts and the lintel about the door.



The Lord passed over the land of Egypt that night and where the blood was applied, there was peace and safety, but where the blood was not applied, the firstborn of the children died.  This feast was called the PASSOVER, for the Lord passed over Egypt.



The morning following the Passover Feast, there was a dead person in the house of every Egyptian.  This was the final plague, the plague of death.  Orders were issued from the king that Israel, including every man, woman and child, should leave.



The scriptures say that there were six hundred thousand of the men who were above twenty years of age.  This does not count the children and women.  There were, no doubt, as many children as there were men above twenty.  Also, there must have been as many women as there were men.  This would make the number of people that left Egypt astounding.  There must have been between one million eight hundred thousand and two million of these people and their cattle with them.



Taking the number into consideration and the season of the year, for it was springtime, is there any wonder that Pharaoh went after them when they were gone?  He had no servants to help embalm their thousands of dead, nor to build their tombs.  He had no one to finish the houses that were started.  He had no one to cultivate the ground and do the servant’s work.  The land must have been deserted.


A.
PASSAGE  THROUGH  THE  RED  SEA

Israel left the land of Egypt with a high hand.  God had given them a pillar of fire during the night time.  This pillar of fire changed to a cloud in the day time.  Such a gigantic horde of people making their exodus from slavery to freedom would seem to be a noisy thing, yet all seemed to work smoothly and quietly.  Not even a dog barked.  The people left the land of Goshen and the principal city, Ramases.  They came to Succoth.  From there, they moved in a southeasterly direction until they came to the northernmost tip of the Gulf of Suez, which is a part of the Red Sea.

They reached the Red Sea, and the mountains were on either side of them.  The sea was in front of them.  They had no boats in which to cross, and the water was too deep to wade.  About this time word came to the front of this company that Pharaoh and his army were pursuing.

Moses led in prayer and received the instructions of the Lord.  He held his staff out over the sea and soon the winds began to blow, until there was an open gap large enough for a million people to pass through.  The cloud became a light to the Hebrews and darkness to the Egyptians.  It took some time for all the congregation of people to pass through the sea.

After the Israelites had passed over, the Egyptians rushed into the sea after them and God closed the waters over them, destroying them before the face of the Hebrews.

Then came the song of deliverance, the worshipping of God, led by Moses, Aaron and Miriam.

They continued on their journey through the wilderness to the waters of Marah, and found the waters bitter.  God told them to cast a certain tree into the waters and they were made sweet.  This was another miracle to prove to the people that God was with them and that they were to follow Him.

Exodus Chapter 16 recounts the providence of God in supplying food for those who had escaped captivity and during their wilderness journey.  This food consisted of manna which was used for bread.  The Hebrews called it manna for this peculiar word means “What is it?”  They never went further to name it, but always referred to it as manna.
In the twelfth and thirteenth verses, God specifies that the quail was to come into the camp in the evening and the manna lay around about the camp in the morning.

The manner in which the “manna” was prepared is described in Numbers  11:7-8.  The children of Israel also were very thirsty for there was no water for them to drink.  God told Moses to strike the ROCK with the staff he had in his hand, and there was water for the people, for it gushed out of the rock.  I Corinthians  Chapter  10 says that all of this is a type of Christ and the walk of the Christian today.

Read  Exodus  17:6;  Psalm  114:8;  Psalm  105:41;  Psalm  107:35;  Psalm  78:15-16, 20;  Deuteronomy  8:15.

In all of the travels of the children of Israel, they had their troubles, but the hand of God was with them.

Now when the father-in-law of Moses, Jethro, also called Reuel, heard that God had delivered the Hebrews from bondage, he went out to meet Moses, and he took Moses’ wife and two sons along.  Moses had left them with her father when he went into Egypt.  After visiting and eating together one day, the people came to be judged of Moses the next day.  Jethro looked on and saw that the people came from the early morning till late in the evening.  Then Jethro told him that he would wear away if he did not have some help, that it was too much for him.  So he suggested to Moses that he appoint men over the congregation to judge them, men over hundreds, and over fifties, and over tens.


B.
JOURNEY  TO  SINAI

The third month after they left Egypt found them at Mount Sinai.  They camped before the mount.

THE  PREPARATION  FOR  THE  GIVING  OF  THE  LAW – God called Moses unto the mount and told him that if the people would obey Him and serve Him, He  would make them a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  God instructed Moses to tell the people to wash themselves and their clothes and to sanctify themselves, for in three days, God would show Himself to the people in a thick cloud on the mountain.  Moses was to set bounds around about the mount so the people would not come too close, for if they set foot upon the mount, they were to be shot through or stoned.


The people made a boast of how they would observe and keep all the commandments of God.  But let us remember that they were of the first Adam and, therefore, partakers of his sin nature which made it impossible to keep the law perfectly.


This law was not intended to be a savior but the means of God in expressing His will and their failings.  It was to lead them to the One who could save – The Christ.

THE  NUCLEUS  OF  THE  LAW – Ten Commandments – Exodus  34:28 – Read Deuteronomy  11:13 and 10:4

