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I.
CREATION  OF  MAN

Man is the last and crowning act of creation.  All else had been made, then man was created in the likeness of God to be placed over all material things.

A.
MADE  IN  THE  LIKENESS  OF  GOD 

Dr. J. Louis Guthrie translated these scriptures, thus:  “And said God, we will make man in our image, according to our likeness, and he shall have dominion in the fish of the sea, and in the fowl of the heavens, and in the cattle, in all of the earth, and in all the creepers, upon the earth.  And created God the man in his image, in the image of God created he him, male and female created he them”  Genesis  1:26-29.

“And formed Lord God, man dust from the ground, and breathed in his nostrils the breath of lives and man became for soul of life.”

“And blessed them God, and God said to them:  be ye fruitful, and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue ye her;  and have ye dominion in the fish of the sea, and the fowl of the heavens and every beast that creepeth upon the earth”  Genesis  2:7.  This is the record of Moses on the creation of the human race.  We will quickly note a contrast between the translation of, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish.”  There is an old question, which has befuddled the minds of some:  “How could they replenish the earth if there had never been people to ‘plenish’?”  The answer is evident, since the Hebrew Bible does not say, “replenish” but “Be ye fruitful, be ye many, and fill the earth.”
If we have retained the thought of God, as He is manifested in Spirit, in intelligence, and in material, then understand that man is made in the likeness of Almighty God, he will have a different and better analysis of man than the average person.  The Psalmist David said, “what is man that thou art mindful of him.”  Christ is the material part of God,

as we see in John  1:14,  “And the Word (Christ) was made flesh and dwelt among us.”  The word here is logos, and refers to Christ.  Then He became flesh.  The Greek word for flesh is sarx and means natural man, so Christ became natural man and dwelt

among men.  This natural man did not have sin.

Then we were made material (body), intelligence (mind), and spirit, in the pattern of Jesus Christ.  Romans  5:14, “…who is the image of him that was to come.”
God is the only source of life.  Man has never been able to produce life.  Neither has life sprung from the elements either as a freak of nature or cultivated by some force.  Inanimate objects never become animate, either of their own accord or by the accord of another.  The fact that there is life on the earth bespeaks the fact there is a God.  The fact that man has life proves that he comes from God.

Eden, which means God’s delight, in the earth, and eastward in the earth, God planted a garden, and in the garden, God placed man to dress and keep it.

At this time, there was neither sin nor the results of sin in the human race.  Man knew nothing of death, sickness, trouble, etc.

Read Job  33:4;  Colossians  1:16;  I Corinthians  11:7;  Philippians  2:5-7;  Romans  5:14;  and Colossians  3:10.

After man was created, woman was taken from his side  (Genesis  2:21-22).

B.
PLACED  IN  THE  GARDEN 

The next step was to make a garden in the east part of the earth and place them there (Genesis  2:8-15).

Just how large this garden was no one knows.  There were four kinds of trees growing in the garden:

1.
Trees that were beautiful to the sight – in other words, ornamental trees.




2.
Fruit trees.

3.
The tree of the knowing of good and evil.




4.
The tree of life.


There were also herbs and shrubs, as well as, grass.  It is beyond the imagination of man to comprehend the splendor and beauty of this garden.  Any work of God is perfect, but here was a paradise, a garden that expressed over and above all other places in creation the handiwork of God.  There was symmetry, harmony, beauty unsurpassed.  Every way Adam and Eve looked, they saw the touch of the omniscient, omnipotent Creator.  It was as though God had taken all of heaven and all space with the sun, moon and stars, and all earth and had condensed the majesty of it into one place and named it His delight.  This is the garden of God and man was placed here after His creation.

CREATION  OF  THE  FIRST  WOMAN – It was in this garden that God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and, from Adam, He took something (the King James Version says a rib).  The Hebrew says, “He took one from his sides and closed up the flesh instead of her.”  This passage has baffled theologians for ages, but whatever it was God took from Adam, He made a woman of it.  After Adam awoke from his sleep, God married them in this garden, then He commissioned them to care for the garden.  This was their home.  The work they were to do was a pleasant task.  There was no such thing as death.  There were neither blights, diseases, nor any other thing that might mar.

Perhaps, during the millennial kingdom, when the deserts have been turned into gardens and the earth is blossoming as a rose, we shall once again see the earth as it was before man sinned.




The laws God gave to man were:




1.
To dress the garden and care for it.

2.
To reproduce and fill the earth with their offspring.

3.
Not to eat of the tree of the knowing of good and evil.

Of all things that have happened to the human race, the temptation and fall of man is the greatest calamity that ever happened to him.

Man in his original state was without sin, that is, he was innocent, yet, God had created him in His own image and LIKENES, which meant that man had the power of choice.  Man was made a free moral being.

God is not a robot or mechanical being.  He thinks His own thoughts and makes His own decisions.  Thus, when God made man in His own image, man was endowed with certain qualities very much like God.  We are neither puppets nor mechanical men.  Man has the power of choice in any decision.

Again, God is a Trinity – Spirit, Intelligence and Material.  Man, who is created in His image, is also a trinity.  Every man has a spirit, a mind and a physical body.

II.
THE  TEMPTATION  AND  FALL


When Lucifer rebelled against God, as we noted in the early part of the Pre-Adamic Age, he became the god of this world and the prince and the power of the air, (Read  II Corinthians  4:4) and even after God had placed man on the earth to care for it, Lucifer, who became Satan through the fall, still hoped to become the supreme ruler of the earth.  He made every attempt to wrest, or to usurp, the earth from God.


Satan’s first strategy after the creation of man was to strike at God through man.  He hated man because man reminded him of God and because man was placed over the creation to rule it.  Satan approached man through the woman  (Genesis  3:1-7).  As has already been noted, four kinds of trees were growing in the garden;  however, the emphasis was placed upon the tree of life and the tree of the knowing of good and evil.  Note a Hebrew translation of Genesis  2:9:  “And caused to sprout forth Lord God from the ground, every tree pleasant to the sight and good for food, and the tree of lives in the midst of the garden and the tree of the knowing of good and evil.”  Various attempts have been made to translate this scripture by making these two trees represent something.  These translators say that the two trees are figures of speech, however, there is no reason to suppose that they are anything but literal trees, bearing some kind of literal fruit.


Note the warning and again, you are referred to Genesis  2:16, for a Hebrew translation:  Warnings:  “And commanded Lord God upon them to say:  from every tree of the garden, eating thou mayest eat, but from the tree of knowing good and evil, not shalt thou eat from it, for, in the day of eating from it DYING  THOU  SHALT  DIE.”

This is the first prohibition law God gave to man.  The penalty for breaking the law was DEATH.  Death means separation.  The temptation of man was threefold.  As woman beheld the tree of the knowing of good and evil, she saw that it was:


1.
Good for food


2.
Pleasant to the eyes


3.
Desired to make one wise


Then Eve put forth her hand and took the fruit.  She gave also to her husband and he ate.  In I Timothy  2:14, we read:”And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.”

Satan appeared in his entire satanic splendor when he incarnated himself in the body of the serpent.  He approached Eve in such a subtle manner;  she questioned God.  She was hoodwinked, blinded, deceived, but, nevertheless in the transgression.  There is no possible explanation as to why Adam sinned, other than, he willfully committed spiritual suicide.  He knew God’s law;  he knew the penalty, and he knew the surety of God to invoke the penalty and, after his wife had eaten of the forbidden fruit, Adam willfully and maliciously took of the fruit.

SIN – Just here a study of sin will be made.  

The literal meaning of the Hebrew and Greek words variously rendered “sin,” “sinner,” etc., disclosed the true nature of sin it its manifold manifestations.  Sin is TRANSGRESSION, an overstepping of the law (I John  3:4).  The word used for sin here is hamartia, and means, “missing the mark.”  LAW  originally meant, “the inherent, divine righteousness of God.”  So when one goes across the expressed righteousness of God, he has done the thing God calls sin.  In other words, law is the expression of the lawgiver.  God, being the high, holy and perfect God that He is, demands absolute perfection from His subjects.  Failure to measure up to this standard is sin.

Luke  15:29, “…These many years do I serve thee, neither TRANSGRESSED I at any time thy commandment.”  Another word is used here and rendered transgressed.  The word is parelthon the second aorist of parechomai, which means to go by, to pass by without heeding, pass over, slight, and transgress.

A kindred passage in the Old Testament is Psalm  51:1-3,  “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness:  according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my TRANSGRESSIONS…For I acknowledge my TRANSGRESSIONS.”  The Hebrew word used here is pesaay and means to be stubborn (refractory), to rebel, to transgress.

Matthew  24:12, “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”  The word iniquity is anamian, and means lawlessness.  A kindred passage in the Old Testament is Psalm  51:5, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity.”  The word translated iniquity is hatathl and means sinfulness.

The English word transgress means to go across.  A study of the conduct of our first parents, Adam and Eve, will reveal the truthfulness and forcefulness of the expression.  Adam and Eve went across the will of God.  God’s law was His will and to go contrary to it, means that they became “lawless” or “sinners.”  This is also called the fall, that is, they fell from their state of purity.  This put them in the state of consciousness instead of innocence.  They were then conscious of the fact that they were naked and also, of the fact that they had broken the command of God.

The crime of Adam and Eve did not consist simply in the external act of eating an apple (or whatever the fruit was).  The seat of their sin lay deep in their souls.  It consisted in their shameful  disregard for the Divine authority and their willful disobedience to the Divine law.

WHY  WAS  IT  POSSIBLE  FOR  MANKIND  TO  SIN? – Man’s ability to sin lay in the fact that God had given him both the freedom of exercise of mind and body and a law.  God  does not think for man, but made it possible for man to think for himself.  In addition to this, God had expressed His will to man asking him to abide in the will of God.  This is commonly referred to as God giving His law to man.

Man, as has been pointed out, is not a puppet, a robot, or mechanical man controlled by some outside force.  Rather, he is an individual, or entity, controlled by his inner conscience.

Adam and Eve were standing on their own merits.  They could remain in the favor and life of God, or by willful  stubborn resistance, they could violate God’s law and be separated (die) from God.

“FIG  LEAF  THEOLOGY,”  MAN’S  ATTEMPT  TO  ATONE  FOR  SIN – When God came into the garden and called for Adam, He was not actually seeking information as to his whereabouts, for God knew where he was all the while.  This was God’s method of emphasizing the fact and awfulness of sin.  “Where art thou?” and “What hast thou done” were questions, which produced knowledge and conviction with as much force as if the earth had suddenly opened her mouth and swallowed them up.

The next step of the convicted sinners was to try to cover up their guilt.  Read Genesis  3:7-11).  Not unlike their posterity today, the first parents attempted to cover their guilt before God.  Each tried to place the responsibility on the other.

Consciousness of sin made them also conscious of the fact they were naked.  They sewed fig leaves together to make coverings for their bodies.  However, the nearer God came to them, the more ill at ease they were until they finally hid themselves among the trees of the garden.

How symbolic!  How striking!  The conviction of sin makes man ill at ease in soul and body, and like Adam and Eve who made coverings for themselves, so man is everlastingly attempting to cover his own sins from God by his own inventions, good works, and behavior.  Mankind will reform, join churches and do many other things to attempt to cover up.  He is as sincere as were Adam and Eve, but his efforts are also as futile, for God will have none of it.  God made clothing of the skins of animals for the first pair.  God has also provided a covering for man’s sins.  The blood of the Son of God (God’s Lamb) covers, cleanses and purifies man’s soul.  Man is also clothed with the robe of the righteousness of the Son of God.

“Fig leaf theology,” a term commonly used, simply means man’s frail attempt to cover himself with his own righteousness before God.

After God had asked the questions and led them out to their confession, they began to “pass the buck.”  God asked the man, “Have you eaten?”
The man said, “The woman that you gave me, gave to me and I did eat.”
God turned to the woman and said, “What is this thing that thou hast done?”
The woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.”  After God had reached the bed rock of the truth and had traced sin to its origin overlooking nothing, He began with the serpent putting the curse on him, then to the woman and put the curse on her,  then to the man and put the curse on him.

THE CURSE – God’s law provided penalties for the transgression thereof.  The following curses resulted from the breaking of God’s law in the garden.

In the case of the serpent, the curse was, “Upon thy belly shalt thou go all the days of thy life and dust shall be thy meat.”  Just exactly what the serpent looked like before the curse, no one knows, however, the Bible does tell us that he was the most crafty and beautiful of God’s animal kingdom.  Certainly, today, the serpent is the most repulsive.

In the case of the woman, it was, “I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception;  in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children, and thy desire shall be unto thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.”  Womankind has and will suffer untold agonies as a result of this curse having been placed upon her.  Apparently, however, the predominating curse is relative to the rapidity and pangs of childbirth.  Just what the birth rate of woman would have been without this curse, no one is equipped to say, however, we are assured it has been greatly stepped up.  Add to this the mental anguish and all other malfunctionings of women and even death, for hundreds of thousands die each year as a result of child delivery, and one can readily see just what God meant.

In the case of the man, it was,  “Cursed is the ground for thy sake, by the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.”  In order to make man feel a dependence upon the highest power, the entire creation was cursed.  It is necessary for man to eke out his livelihood by the sweat of his face.  All of us are directly or indirectly dependent upon the soil  God had established this principle and to curse the earth struck very forcibly at man.  In the case of agriculture, the ground failed to produce an hundredfold.  Soil erosion, floods and droughts started.  Bugs, blights and diseases resulted from germs and bacteria that had become useful is the hand of Satan under the curse.  Storms, conflagrations, sickness, and war – all of these things are a result of the curse upon the earth.

But over and above all of this, the curse of DEATH, or separation from God, resulted. Man was separated from God spiritually, intellectually and bodily.  Whereas, formerly, he looked upon the face of God – talked with God as his earthly and heavenly Father, felt the warmth and comfort of His love and presence, abode in complete harmony with his Creator – now he was put out from His presence, dependent wholly upon his own works and that in a sin-cursed earth.  Whatever he has, he must make.  Whatever comforts he finds must come from himself and his family.  He can look forward to nothing but hardships, privations, sorrow, sickness, physical death and torment in an eternal hell, unless God in His compassion makes other provisions for him.  “Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin;  and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”  (Romans  5:12).


A.
DRIVEN  FROM  GARDEN

After the curse and the coats were put upon the man and his wife, they were expelled from the garden  (Genesis  3:22-24).

BIRTH  OF  FIRST  CHILD – Outside of the garden, the first son was born to them.  Read Genesis  4:1-15.  This mark placed on Cain was, evidently, a racial characteristic.  No one knows what the mark was.  Some have guessed it to be a coloring of the skin, even suggesting black, but the Bible has not revealed he mark to us, and, of course, one guess is as good as another.  As has been suggested, it was a racial characteristic, not only on Cain, but also on his posterity.

We must remember that God deals with individuals, nations and races.  In the Bible, there were two genealogies before the flood.  These two lines of people composed the only races of their time.  They were known as the Sethites and Cainites.  Sometimes they are referred to as the “faithful” and the “evil” line.  The descendants of Cain are known as the “evil line” as if to denote their characteristics.  In this study course, they shall be referred to as the “Sons of God” and the “Sons of Men,”  the former having references to the descendants of Adam, Seth, Enos and their descendants, the latter referring to the descendants of Cain.

“And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod,  (wanderings, darkness, jungles) on he east of Eden.  And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived, and bare Enoch:  and he builded a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch (teacher).”  Just here, notice this note of Mr. Schofield:  “The first civilization that which perished in the judgment of the flood, was Cainite in origin, character, and destiny.  Every element of material civilization is mentioned in verses sixteen to twenty-two – city, pastoral life, and the development of arts and manufactures.  Enoch, after whom the first city was named, means ‘teacher.’  The ‘el’ termination of the names of Enoch’s sons and grandsons shows that for a time the knowledge of ‘Elohim’ (God) was preserved, but this soon disappeared.”  This note by Mr. Scofield is quite true.

There were seven generations in the line of Cain before the flood, and ten generations in the line of Seth (the successor of Abel) before the flood.

III.
FIRSTFRUITS  OF  SIN


A.
THE  GENERATIONS  OF  CAIN

SEVEN  GENERATIONS:  1.  Cain,  2.  Enoch,  son of Cain,  3.  Irad, son of Enoch,  4.  Mehujael,  son of Irad,  5.  Methusael,  son of Mehujael,  6.  Lamech,  son of Methusael,  7.  a.  Jabel,  b.  Jubal,  children of Lamech by Adah,  c.  Tubalcain,  d. Naamah,  children of Zillah.

Lamech, the sixth generation, took two wives.  This is the Bible’s first record of bigamy.  In the seventh generation, four children – three sons and one daughter – are named.

The mention of any name denotes importance, especially that of a woman.  Up to this period in our study, only four names of women have been given.  Eve, Adah, Zillah and Naamah.  The name “Naamah,” the fourth child in the seventh generation, means “pleasing” or “beautiful.”  We will keep this in mind as we progress in our study.

Often these two races are called the “sons of God” and the “sons of men.”  Indeed, it seems these are the titles the Bible suggests (See Genesis  6:2).

The “daughters of men were fair.”  Naamah seems to be a personification of all the daughters of the descendants of Cain about the sixth or seventh generation.


B.
THE  GENERATIONS  OF  SETH

Read  Genesis  4:25.  The name “Seth” means “compensation” or, in other words, to take the place of.  Thus, Seth took the place of Abel whom Cain slew.  This son is the progenitor of the race known as the “sons of God,” a righteous people.

In Genesis  3:15 the prophecy is made that the seed of the woman shall bruise the head of the serpent.  Christ, the Seed, is a descendant of this particular line of people.

Here is a table listing the names of the first ten men in the lineage with the dates of their birth.  The initials P.A. refer to post Adam, thus all dates are from the creation of Adam.

  P.A.

    Age at death
      0
 Adam

 930
   Adam was 130 years, and begat

  130       Seth               912
Seth was 105 years and begat

  235       Enos              905
Enos was 90 years and begat

  325       Cainan           910
Cainan was 70 years and begat

  395       Mahalaleel     895
Mahalaleel was 65 years and begat

  460       Jarad              962
Jarad was 162 years and begat

  622       Enoch            365
Enoch was 65 years and begat

  687       Methuselah    969
Methuselah was 187 years and begat

  874       Lamech          777
Lamech was 182 years and begat

1056       Noah              950
Noah was 504 years and begat

1560       Shem              600
Shem was 97 years flood came

1636       When the flood came.

These two groups, or races, remained separate some nine hundred or a thousand years.  The Sons of Men (Cainites) were in the extreme Easten part of the earth, and the Sons of God (Sethites) near the place we know today as Iraq.


About the time of Naamah, a conquest of marriage was started by the Sons of God.  Thus, the two races mixed and mingled their bloods in marriage.  Read  Genesis  6:1-2.


The expression “took them wives of all whom they chose” is very significant, for the descendants of Cain from the land of Nod conquested the descendants of Seth through marriage.  Probably that group of people known as Sumerians in profane history are these men of the East who broke down civilization by mixing and mingling their bloods in marriage.


The scriptures inform us that “sons and daughters were born unto them.”  And we refer to this that we may emphasize the fact that there were literally millions of people on the earth other than these mentioned in the Bible.   Sixteen hundred and fifty-six years had accumulated from the time that God created Adam until the flood came.  A few years prior to the flood the two races who had separated were mixed.  The result of this mixture produced the conditions which brought about God’s decision to destroy the earth.


So came the conquest of the people of the East (the Sons of Men) against the “Sons of God.”  This was not a conquest of war, but a conquest of marriage.  And they “saw the daughters of men that they were fair;  and they took them wives.”  Thus, the two races were mixed and mingled in marriage, the outcome of which is to be noted in a few paragraphs.


Some hold that these “Sons of God” were the Angels which kept not their first estate,”  (Jude  6).  It is asserted that the title is, in the Old Testament, exclusively used of angels, but this is an error.  Read  Isaiah  43:6.  This is speaking of the redemption of national Israel, and calling them, “MY  SONS,” sons of God.  Angels are spoken of in a sexless way.  No female angels are spoken of in the scriptures, and we are expressly told that marriage is

unknown among the angels.  Read Matthew  22:30.


The uniform Hebrew and Christian interpretation has been that verse two marks the breaking down of the separation between the godly line of Seth and godless line of Cain.


The word for giant in the Hebrew language is Nephilim, pronounced nef-i-lim, and means “MONSTROSITY,”  not necessarily big, but it may mean out of shape, horrible, or huge.  The Hebrew word for hybrid is akin to the same word.  Therefore, the intermarriage of the Sethites (sons of God) and the Cainites (sons of men) resulted in hybrids or monstrosities, called giants in the King James Version.


Read  Genesis  6:10-13.  References are made to these things in the New Testament in Matthew  24:37-39 and Luke  17:26-27.  So ends the second age, the Age of Adam.  What a contrast – the glorious beginning in the image of God, then, as sin brings desolation and ruin, so man brought, in these few years, corruption upon the entire world.

