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This is the final and most glorious of all the ages.  Notice that it is referred to as the Heaven “Ages,” in the plural.  In Ephesians  2:7, Paul says,  “That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”  Think of Heaven as a place where time is not known and the word used to express a dispensation or period is turned into limitless plurality.  Heaven Age?  Yes, and even more – an age of ages.  Think until your mind is lost in the infinite.  This is God’s age.  The others have been adapted to man and time, but now, all things have been turned to the Eternal God.  Things have been eternally cleansed, everlastingly established, and the Immortal King of the universe sits upon His throne.  Before Him are the souls who have been bought and redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.  Millenniums have risen upon millenniums and still the light of the Son of God has not begun to fade.


There are no shadows there because there is no morning nor evening.  Midday, eternal midday – no sun nor moon to cast their lights, but the Lamb of God is the light of that day.


Number eight in Bible numerics, means the resurrection, or a new beginning, so the eighth age is a new order.  We began this study in eternity with God, then came into time and material things (note again the illustration of the ages) now we have passed through the seven ages and are starting into a new order.

I.
THE  NEW  HEAVEN  AND  THE  NEW  EARTH


In Revelation 21, John the Revelator, begins,  “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:  for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away;  and there was no more sea.  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”

The creation of a new heaven and earth seems to be about the next thing that happens after the dissolving of the first heaven and earth, as was noted in the close of the last age.  Out of the unseen, once again, come the elements which are crystallized into a new creation.


There are man figures used in the book of Revelation, but the expression, “and there was no more sea,” seems to have a literal significance.  Sometimes, it is possible that the word sea represents the masses of humanity, but it is not so taken here.  This earth will have no sea.

II.
THE  HOLY  CITY


“And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven”  (Revelation  21:2).  Now, note the tenth verse:  “And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.”

An old question often asked is, “What, or who, is this holy city?”  It is not heaven itself, because it is coming down from heaven.  It is not a city in heaven, because it comes to the earth.  It is none other than the wife of the Lamb as stated in the ninth verse,  “…Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”

In the study of the Church Age, we learned that the church was the bride of Christ.  Christ left His bride on the earth and went to prepare a home for her with the understanding that He would “…come again and receive ye unto myself, that where I am there ye may be also.”  In Revelation  19:7, it is said,  “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him:  for the marriage of the Lamb is come.”  The marriage of the Lamb and the church takes place when the church is caught up to meet the Lord (bridegroom) in the air, an event marking the start of the millennium.  Now, after the thousand years have been finished, the church, in her perfect state, is likened to the wife of the Lamb and comes down from God out of heaven to dwell on the new earth.


A description is given of her in Revelation  21:11-14.  This description is figurative, of course, but very meaningful.  The wife – the church – is represented as a city.  The foundations are composed of the twelve apostles of Christ.  The gates, however, are the twelve tribes of Israel.  How striking!  The church in her glorified state – her perfected state – seems to have both the New Testament and the Old Testament people in her.  Is this possible – and this is a question to ponder – is it possible that, after the one thousand years Millennial Kingdom, the Old Testament saints and the New Testament saints have been fused or welded together in one body to form the wife of God, or the church of God?


It has been suggested, but not universally endorsed, that at the end of the one thousand years, known as the Millennium in which the church has been married (joined) to the Lamb, the redeemed of all ages have gathered into the kingdom, learned of the way and the will of Christ and His word, and that these redeemed people have, through scriptural baptism, been added to the church, thereby becoming a part of the bride.

III.
THE  MEASURE  OF  THE  CITY


“And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof.  And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth:  and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs.  The length and the breadth and the height of it were equal”  (Revelation  21:15-16).


A furlong is given by authorities to be as one eighth of a mile, which means that the literal measurement of this city would be fifteen hundred miles long, high and broad, which goes to prove that it is not heaven or a literal city in heaven  (See Daniel  7:10 and Revelation  7:9).


Once again, let it be impressed upon your mind that this is the wife of God – the bride after the marriage.  The wife has gone through one thousand years of experience on the earth with Christ.  She has been taught of His ways, and perfection has been developed.  Certainly, if redeemed people, who went to the marriage as guests, have not been added to the wife, there have been many improvements made.

IV.
THOSE  INSIDE  AND  THOSE  OUTSIDE


“He that overcometh shall inherit all things;  and I will be his God and he shall be my son”  (Revelation  21:7).  The overcomer is that person who, during his lifetime on earth, placed his faith into Jesus, trusting Him as the only Saviour.


I  John  5:4,  “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world:  and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”

Jesus said in John  16:33,  “In the world ye shall have tribulation;  but be of good cheer:  I have overcome the world.”  Jesus, therefore, who has overcome the devil and the world, stands as the overcomer for those who enter into Him by faith.  These are on the inside of the New Heaven, which is on the New Earth.


On the other hand, a roster is given of those on the outside.  “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:  which is the second death”  (Revelation  21:8).


What a contrast – those inside and those outside.


Thus, we finish this study with God and man in eternity.

