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I.
GOD  GAVE  THE  FUNDAMENTAL  LAW



What we commonly call the ten commandments is the fundamental or basis, for all law.  Exodus  Chapter  20 sets forth this code and as the oak is in the acorn so the mature laws of Israel springs from it.



Ten Commandments:  Exodus  34:28;  Deuteronomy  4:13;  Deuteronomy  10:4;  Deuteronomy  5:1-4.



The first four of these commandments deal with man’s relationship to God, and the other six with man’s relationship to mankind.


A.
VARIOUS  LAWS  GIVEN



God stresses the point that He is God and beside Him there is no God.  In the first command, He forbids the worship of any other god.  Neither are we to make any graven image that is like anything in heaven, earth or under the sea, and worship that.



All of these commandments were written by the finger of God on tables of stone.



It happened this way.  God hovered over Mount Sinai in a thick cloud.  Lightnings and thunders went up from the cloud;  then came the earthquake.  The people feared greatly and ran back.  It was terrifying to them.  Then Moses went up on the mount, and God spoke to him and gave him tables of stone.  It took forty days and nights for Moses to receive all the laws and instructions from God.



Just exactly how many trips Moses made upon Mount Sinai is a matter of controversy.  Perhaps, he made three or four, but at the end of forty days, the people of Israel concluded that Moses would not return to them.  Under the leadership of Aaron, brother of Moses, the people donated their golden earrings and other golden trinkets, and the molten image of a calf was made.  It was set up and the people rallying about and worshipped it.  This strange custom resulted from their observation of the worship of animals by the Egyptians, and it should be borne in mind that the Hebrew people had been gone from the land of Egypt only a short while.



One of the principle deities of Egypt was Apis, the bull-god, and it is not strange that the idea implanted in the subconsciousness of these people by the Egyptians should fruit in the actual worship of this golden calf.



From God Moses received two tables of stone on which were written the basic laws, commonly referred to as the ten commandments.  In addition to this, he received ordinances regulating the conduct of the people among themselves and with heathen people.  This law provided for rules and regulations in matters of Divine Worship, Ethics, Health and Sanitation, Government and Dietary.  All of the book of Leviticus, a large part of the book of Exodus, and perhaps, even other writings go to make up the covenant God gave to Moses over and above the law that was written on the tables of stone.



When Moses came back from the top of Mount Sinai and found the Hebrew people dancing and worshipping around the golden calf, he cast the two stones upon the ground breaking them.  Thus, in a symbol, he illustrated that fact that these Hebrew people had broken the laws of God, the very laws they had vowed to keep only forty days prior.



Beginning with Exodus  Chapter 21, Moses states the laws he had received from God, covering the lives of the Hebrews, such as, those relating to master and servant, injuries to the person, rights of property, crimes against humanity, the land and the Sabbath, with the feasts, etc.

B.
DIRECTIONS  FOR  BUILDING  THE  TABERNACLE  AND  ITS  FURNISHINGS



The Lord not only gave Moses a law.  He also gave him directions as to how to build a place of worship, including the tabernacle and all its furnishings.



In making these things, it was necessary to secure the materials and a proclamation was made throughout the camp of Israel that hose who could make an offering willingly were to bring the following materials:



  1.
Gold



  2.
Silver



  3.
Brass



  4.
Blue



  5.
Purple



  6.
Scarlet



  7.
Fine Linen



  8.
Goat’s Hair



  9.
Ram’s Skin (dyed red)



10.
Badger  Skins



11.
Shittim Wood



12.
Oil (olive)



13.
Spices



14.
Sweet Incense



15.
Onyx Stones



All these materials had been brought from Egypt and the people were so willing to make their contributions that they brought plenty and, in fact, Moses restrained them, saying, “We have enough.”

The tabernacle was the place of worship for the Hebrews.  It was a place where God dwelt among the people.  It was made of boards overlaid with gold serving as the wall, but the ceiling and the roof were made of four layers of fabric and furs.  First, serving as the ceiling, was the linen curtain.  Over that was a tent of goat’s hair, over the goat’s hair, ram skins dyed red and over this, badger skins.


There were two rooms in the tabernacle, the first called the Holy Place and the next room, called the Holy of Holies.  Dividing these rooms was a partition made by a heavy veil.  There was a court made of linen hanging on pillars around the entire tabernacle.  One the inside of the court and in front of the tabernacle were two pieces of furnishings made of brass:  first, the altar on which the animal sacrifices were burned;  second was a huge lavar.


In the tabernacle itself were four outstanding pieces:  on the north side was the candlestick which was, in reality, a lamp stand with seven branches on which lamps using olive oil burned continually;  on the south side was a table on which shew bread was placed.  Also, in this holy place was a smaller altar on which incense was burned.


Behind the veil was the ark of the covenant, which, within itself, was the very center of the Hebrew worship, for this golden box had a slab of gold for a lid.  On either end of this slab of gold was a golden cherubim, wings outstretched and upward, face inward and toward the mercy seat.  Between these cherubims and over this mercy seat, God came down and met with the children of Israel.  The word “seat” is not to be confused with a chair, or a place where one might recline, but it is used in the sense of headquarters – in the same sense as we use the word “county seat.”


It is astonishing to the beginner of Bible study that such valuable materials, such precious materials, and so much expense was devoted to the tabernacle and its furnishings, but we should bear in mind that the tabernacle itself is representative of two things – the Holy Place, of the church of the living God, and the Holy of Holies as heaven itself.  When this is taken into consideration then all doubt as to why so much expense was devoted to it is taken away.

II.
THE CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  TABERNACLE


In Exodus, Chapters 35 – 40, a record is given of the construction and the setting up of the tabernacle and its furnishings.  To make the walls of the tabernacle, large trees were cut down, brought from the forest and were hewn into very wide and tall boards.  These were overlaid with gold.  Sockets of silver, two for each board, were made.  These sockets were placed in the earth and tenons on the end of the boards were placed in the sockets.  Thus, the walls were made of boards standing upright on their ends.  These were tied together with bars of gold.


As has already been pointed out, there were four coverings for these walls:  the first, linen;  second, goats’ hair;  third, rams’ skins and fourth, badgers’ skins.


This tabernacle could be taken down, part by part, and could be transported easily, and it could also be set up in just a little while.

THE  PRIESTHOOD – From the time God had caused the first born in Egypt to be slain, He had made demands that the first born of man and beasts, among the Hebrews, be dedicated to Him.  However, an alteration was now made in this plan and God chose the tribe of Levi to serve in the office of priesthood.  When the count was made of all the firstborn of all the tribes of Israel, the number was twenty-two thousand, two hundred and seventy-three.  Now, it just so happened that the male population in the tribe of Levi was twenty-two thousand three hundred – almost man for man.


There were four families among the Levitical tribes:  Aaron, Gershon, Kohath and Merari.  Each of these families was to assume a particular responsibility in the priesthood.  Aaron and his descendants were to be the high priests.  They were to oversee all the priests and minister at the altar, making the offerings, etc., and they were to encamp to the east immediately in front of the tabernacle.  Next, the Gershonites were to have the charge of the tent, the linen tabernacle, with the cords, etc.  They were to encamp immediately west or behind the tabernacle.  The household of Kohath was to pitch their tents immediately by the tabernacle to the south and they were charged with carrying and caring for the ark of the covenant, the table of showbread, the candlestick, the altar and vessels of the sanctuary, etc.  Then, the household of Merari, which encamped directly north of the tabernacle, was to have the custody and charge of the boards of the tabernacles and bar, with the pillars and sockets, etc.


These studies are found in Numbers Chapter 3.  It is also noteworthy that only the priests who were between the ages of thirty and fifty were to serve.  However, there was a five year apprenticeship, for Numbers  8:24 states that from twenty-five years old and upward, they were to wait upon the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.  Thus, when a boy became twenty-five, he served five years apprenticeship and at the age of thirty, he began his active priestly service.  After serving twenty years and arriving at the age of fifty, he was retired.  Then, in addition to all of this, there were other stipulations made as to the physical fitness of those who ministered at the altar, for none who were blind, lame or had any physical deformity, or were broken footed, or broken handed, crooked back or dwarfs could minister at the altar (Leviticus  21:16-21).

A.
GOD  CAME  TO  THE  TABERNACLE


After all the furnishings and services were set up and started, the Holy Spirit made His abode in the tabernacle.  He came in all of His glory and hovered over the mercy seat.


B.
PRIESTLY  LAWS  GIVEN

After this, the priestly law was given.  This is what we call the book of Leviticus.  The book tells all the priests need to know about their work – which animals were to be offered, and also the time to make the sacrifices, thus, the name Leviticus.  All priests were from the tribe of Levi.

SIX  IMPORTANT  OFFERINGS – While discussing the tabernacle and the priesthood, it will be well to note six import offerings, which seem to be the basic sacrifices and offerings made by the Hebrew people.  In this manner, we will note the duties and responsibilities of the Levitical priesthood.
THE  PURPOSES  OF  THE  VARIOUS  SACRIFICES – The reason for the many sacrifices in the Jewish economy is to depict the many phases of the work of Christ.  It goes without saying that each sacrifice represented the finished work of Jesus, however, the magnitude of the work and grace of Jesus necessitated many offerings, for what one offering pictured, another did not.  An architect supplies various elevations of a proposed building.  The builder can look at these various drawings and understand thoroughly the dimensions and design of a building.  One sheet of paper may stipulate what the north side of the building is to look like, another, the south, but neither of the two tell what the east and the west elevation look like.  Then the foundation plan must be drawn out in another sketch.  The builder studies all drawings, thus, he understands what the completed building will be.


One making a photograph of each point of his house – east, west, north and south, and an additional interior view – will be able to send his friend the photographs with a brief description.  The friend will be able to understand considerably about the home though he has never seen it.  So it is with the offerings.


The burnt sacrifice illustrates the complete sufferings of Christ.  The meat offering, on the other hand, connotates, the fact that both man and God participated in the sacrifice.  Now, bear in mind that Jesus suffered in His entirety.  That is the burnt sacrifice;  however, the burnt sacrifice does not teach what the meat offering does, that God is satisfied with the offering of Jesus and that man benefits by the offering, therefore, shares in it.  Going further, we see that the peace offering was actually what it says – it established peace between God and man.  A glimpse at Romans  5:1 teaches that faith into Christ brings about justification and peace, so it is with all of the offerings, each one presenting a different view or perspective of the many-sided work of our Sacrifice, Jesus Christ the Lord.

I.
Burnt  sacrifice – A male without blemish (Voluntary offering)

II.
Meat offering – Fine flour, mixed with oil

III.
Peace offering – Male or female from the herds.

IV.
Sin offering – Young bullock, without blemish.

V.
Trespass offering – A female from the flocks.

VI.
Red Heifer offering – A red heifer.  (Numbers  Chapter 19).


Number six is the number of man, and there were six offerings, which show incompleteness in man and his works, but the seventh offering was “THE  LAMB  OF  GOD,” and “by one offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified.” (Hebrews  10:14).



As has been suggested before, all of these offerings and ceremonies were God’s agencies employed for the specific duties of demonstrating Christ and His grace to fallen man.  Jesus said, on one occasion while speaking to the Jews, “Search the scriptures for in them ye think ye have eternal life;  and they are they which testify of me”  (John  5:39).  However, a more literal translation is, “Ye are searching the scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life and they are telling you of me.”


To the close observer, the service of the tabernacle, the priesthood, the offering, are all representative of Christ, His offering, the church and even of heaven itself.


III.
SOJOURN  FROM  SINAI  TO  THE  LAND  OF  PROMISE


             A.
ISRAEL  NUMBERED,  DEATH  OF  PROMINENT  MEN, ETC.



There is the account in the book of Numbers of the numbering of all the tribes of Israel.  The count was to be made of all who were twenty years old and upward, all who were able to go to war.




This numbering began to take place the second month of the second year after the children of Israel came out of the land of Egypt.  Only men over twenty years were numbered.  The number is far greater than the average Bible reader thinks because he has never investigated the number that was reported to have left Egypt.  At this particular census, there were six hundred three thousand, five hundred fifty (603,550) men above the age of twenty.  Add to this one woman and one child for each man (there must have been many more children than this) and the total is one million, eight hundred ten thousand, six hundred fifty (1,810,650).  Then remember that this does not include the tribe of Levi.




The tribe of Judah was the largest with seventy-four thousand, six hundred (74,600) fighting men, and the tribe of Manasseh was the smallest with thirty-two thousand, two hundred (32,200) fighting men.




Finally, all the tribe of Levi was numbered, that is, all the males were numbered.  There were twenty-two thousand (22,000) of them.




On the second year, the second month, and the twentieth day, the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle.  It was the signal to move.  They left Sinai and started to Kadesh-barnea.  The first stop on this journey was in Paran.




At this time, Moses was instructed of the Lord to send men to spy out the land of Canaan.  There were twelve spies sent into the land of Canaan to look out the land and see what manner of people were living there.  They were also to see what fruit and grain was there and to see how strong the cities were, to see if the land be fat or lean.




When these men searched out the land they brought back some of the fruit and a good report, as far as the land was concerned.  But ten of them said that it would be impossible for them to capture the land as the people were so large they seemed as grasshoppers in their sight.  Of course, this started an uproar among the people as they had little faith.  They wanted to elect a captain and return to Egypt.




However, there were two men among these spies who, with hearts of faith and courage, believed God’s promises.  They repeatedly told the people that God would go into the land with them, if they would only trust in the Lord.




The people were inclined to believe the false report and the discouraging remarks of the ten other spies, however, they did not return to Egypt as God interposed.  But the Lord did cause the people to traverse the wilderness until forty years had been spent and all the men twenty years old or over at the time they left Egypt had died in the wilderness except these two, Joshua and Caleb.




In Numbers  Chapter 16, the account will be found of the men who tried to usurp the priestly office.  They thought Aaron and his sons had too much to do, and wanted to help them.  It was bad for men who were not called of God to try to fill the office of a minister for the Lord.  God knows who He wants in the ministry, and men who are not called will do well to stay out.




Then came the children of Israel into the wilderness of Zin, and here Miriam, Moses’ sister, died, and they buried her there.



WATER  FROM  THE  ROCK  THE  SECOND  TIME – There was no water for the people, and they began to rebuke Moses and Aaron.  These two men went to the Lord in prayer.  God had told Moses to go to the rock and smite it with his rod.  Doing this caused water to flow from the rock – enough to serve the great congregation, and the herds and flocks.  This rock was a type of Christ as He was smitten.  And being smitten, the water and the blood flowed for the cleansing of our sins.




Now, at this time, the people wanted water the second time, and Moses went to the rock and said, “Hear ye rebels!  Must we fetch you water out of the rock?”  And he lifted his hand and smote the rock twice.  God had told him to speak to the rock this time instead of smiting it.  However, the water came out of the rock.  For this act of disobeying God, Moses was not allowed to enter the land of Promise.




From this place they wanted to go through the land of Edom but the king would not allow this, so they had to turn away.


AARON’S  DEATH – About this time, the Lord spoke unto Moses and Aaron in Mount Hor, by the coast of the land of Edom, saying, Aaron shall be gathered unto his people.  Aaron had been partaker with Moses in the sin of drawing the water from the rock, and now the Lord told them to strip the priest’s garment from Aaron and put it on his son whose name was Eleazer.  Then Aaron died and the people mourned for him thirty days.


BRAZEN  SERPENT – The people spoke against God and against Moses.  They complained about the bread and water.  God sent fiery serpents among the people.  They bit the people so they died.  This made the Israelites know that they had sinned and they came to their leader, Moses, and confessed their sin.  Moses prayed for the people and God told him to make a serpent of brass and put it on a pole.  It came to pass that when they were bitten, they looked on the brazen serpent and were cured.




In Numbers Chapters 22, 23, and 24 is a very interesting story of Balak and Balaam.  The children of Israel were near Moab.  The king was afraid of the people because they were so many, therefore, the king sent messengers unto Balaam, the son of Beor, to Pethor to call him and tell him about the people who came out of the land of Egypt.  They even offered him rewards if he would curse the Israelites, but God told him not to curse the people.  Balaam wanted the money but God would not allow him to curse the people.




Again the children of Israel were numbered – this time for the dividing of the land and their inheritance.  The largest tribe was to receive the largest lot of land.  The smallest was to receive less.



THE  LAW  OF  INHERITANCE – The daughters of the men who died in the wilderness came to Moses and said, “What shall we do?  We will receive no inheritance and we have no father and he had no sons?”  Moses prayed to the Lord for the answer, and the Lord told him to make this law (Read Numbers  27:8-11).



THE  DEATH  OF  MOSES – The Lord commanded Moses to get up on the mountain and look to the other side of Jordan where he could see the wonderful land to which the children of Israel were journeying.  And when he looked to the other side, he was gathered to his people, that is, he died.




Before Moses left for the mount, Joshua, the son of Nun was called in.  Moses commanded him to take charge of the company and to lead them on to the Promised Land.




The command from the Lord was that they were to pass over Jordan and take possession of the land – to drive out ALL the inhabitants and tear down their molten images.




Reuben, Gad and one-half of Manasseh wanted to stay on the east side of Jordan and not go over, but this was not pleasing to God.  They finally decided they would leave their families and their possessions on the east side of the river and go over armed to help possess the land, returning then to their families.




The Levites were the priestly tribe and were not to receive the inheritance with the rest, but they were to have cities among the other tribes.




Also, there were cities of refuge to be built.  Three were to be built on each side of the River Jordan.  These cities of refuge were for the man who killed another man accidentally.  The slayer could run to one of the cities of refuge and there go before the elders of the city and stand trial (This is a type of Christ, to whom we flee).


            B.
SECOND  GIVING  OF  THE  LAW – THIS  TIME  IN  THE  COMMON  MAN’S  LANGUAGE




The first giving of the law was for the priests.  Then the law was given the second time in a more simple way – given for the benefit of the people.  This book is called Deuteronomy, which means, the twice given law (Deuteronomy  34:1-8).


IV.
CONQUEST  OF  CANAAN



A.
DIVISION  OF  THE  LAND




Joshua, the son of Nun, a man full of the spirit of wisdom, and Caleb, another true follower of the Lord, were the only two men, who had reached the age of twenty or over at the time they left Egypt, who had made the sojourn from Egypt to the promised land.  All of their contemporaries who were as much as twenty years of age had died in the wilderness and the young men had grown up.  This, of course, meant that Joshua and Caleb were the two oldest men who entered Canaan.




It is striking that out of six hundred thousand men who left Egypt whose ages were twenty or over, only two had remained faithful to the Lord, that is, faithful enough that the Lord had preserved their lives and their bodies and permitted them to enter the land of promise.




Joshua and Caleb were the two men who had returned from spying out the land of Canaan with a good report.  The other ten spies had brought an evil report.  They said that the land was indeed great, but they were not able to possess it.  Joshua and Caleb assured the people that God would go with them from their encampment at Kadesh-barnea and that they could easily possess the land, for God would open the way, dispersing their enemies before them.  However, the people were inclined to believe the ten men with their evil reports, and for thirty-eight more years, making an aggregate of forty, they wandered in the wilderness until all of the adults except Joshua and Caleb had died.



JOSHUA  PLACED  IN  COMMAND  OF  ISRAEL – Joshua was commanded to take control and lead the people across the river.  The name Joshua, means Savior.



They packed their belongings, gathered their herds, and marched across the river while God held back the waters as He did in the Red Sea.  Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho, is where they made their first camp on the west side of Jordan.




The people heard how God was with the children of Israel and they began to be afraid.  The first city they took was Jericho, then Ai.  Other cities were taken, but with the Gibeonites, they made a league, which they should not have done.  Many cities they wiped off the map, and others they did not.  All they left became their enemies and gave them trouble all their lives.  There were thirty-one kings smitten by the Israelites.




The tabernacle was pitched at Shiloh, and they worshipped there.




Caleb came to Joshua and reminded him of what Moses had promised him while they were in Kadesh-barnea.  Moses had told him to go with Joshua and ten other men to spy out the land of Canaan, and only Caleb and Joshua brought back the proper report;  therefore, Moses had promised a good inheritance.




The rest of the land was divided and the land had rest from war.  Joshua called the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half tribes of Manasseh, and commanded them to go back across the river to their inheritances.  The tribe of Levi received their portion in this manner.  They received the following cities and their suburbs for their cattle.  




(Joshua  21:13-19):



1.
Arba (Hebron) 
With her suburbs



2.
Libnah


With her suburbs



3.
Jattir


With her suburbs



4.
Eshtemoa

With her suburbs



5.
Holon


With her suburbs



6.
Debir


With her suburbs



7.
Ain


With her suburbs



8.
Juttah


With her suburbs



9.
Beth-shemesh

With her suburbs



10.
Gibeon


With her suburbs



11.
Geba


With her suburbs



12.
Anathoth

With her suburbs



13.
Almon


With her suburbs




These  cities were given to the sons of Aaron.  Other cities were given to the families of the priests.




Read  Joshua  24:29 – They buried Joshua in the land of Canaan.




After the death of Joshua, the Lord instituted judges to rule over the land of Canaan.  It seemed that the patriarchal rulership had become inadequate.  When the tribes were small, this patriarchal form of government was sufficient, for the chief father could rule over his tribe, but now the people had grown to a great number and they were spread abroad in the land, therefore, a different type of rulership was necessary, and God raised up judges to rule in the land.


V.
JUDGES  OF  THE  LAND



1.
Judge – OTHNIEL (Judges  3:5-11)



Israel became so corrupt after the death of Joshua that the Lord sold them into the hands of Chushanrishathaim, the king of Mesopotamia, whom they served eight years.  At the end of eight years, God heard their cries and raised up Othniel, Caleb’s brother’s son, who delivered them.  The land then had rest for forty years and Othniel died.



2.
Judge – EHUD  (Judges  3:12-30)



After the death of Othniel, the children of Israel dud evil in the sight of the Lord, and He delivered them into the hands of Eglon, king of Moab, whom they served eighteen years.  But the Lord again heard their cries and raised up EHUD, the left handed son of Gera, the Benjamite, who delivered them.  After this, the land had rest eighty years.


3.
Judge – SHAMGAR  (Judges  3:31)




Little is known of this man.


4.
-- DEBORAH  (Judges  4:4 through Chapter 5)




Deborah was a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, and a judge of Israel.  She was a woman of courage and with her righteousness and courage, coupled with Barak’s military prowess, they overcame Jabin, king of Canaan.


5.
Judge – BARAK  (Judges  4:1-2)




Jabin king of Canaan, was very strong, having nine hundred chariots of iron.  He oppressed Israel for twenty years.  Deborah and Barak delivered Israel and the land had rest for forty years.


6.
Judge – GIDEON  (Judges  Chapter 6 to 8:28)




For the fourth time, Israel sinned and this time was delivered into the hands of the Midianites whom they served for seven years.




God raised up Gideon who delivered them out of the hands of the Midianites with three hundred men.  And the land had rest for forty years.


7.
Judge – ABIMELECH  (Judges Chapter 9)




And it came to pass that after Gideon, who was also called Jerubbaal, died that the people served Balaam and made him their god.  Abimelech, one of his sons, conspired with the men of Shechem that he should be made judge, promising to favor these men.  Money amounting to seventy pieces of silver was taken from the house of Baal, with which vain and light persons (“thugs”) were hired as an army.  This mob of men, headed by Abimelech, went to his father’s house in Orpha and slew his brethren, the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy of them, excepting the youngest son Jothan, who hid himself, thus, Abimelech became the king or judge by usurpation.  His entire life is marked with corruption, strife and murder.  He finally died when a certain woman cast a millstone upon his head and broke his skull.  Calling for his armour bearer, he ordered him to take his sword and thrust him through, which he did, that it might not be said that he was killed by a woman.


8.
Judge – TOLA  (Judges  10:1-2)




After Abimelech, there arose to defend Israel, Tola.  He was judge twenty-three years.


9.
Judge – JAIR  (Judges  10:3-5)




After Tola, Jair, a Galeadite, judged Israel for twenty years.  He had thirty sons who rode on thirty ass colts, and had thirty cities.


10.
Judge – JEPHTHAH  (Judges  Chapter 11 through  12:7)




After the death of Jair the children again did evil, and the Lord sold them into the hands of the Philistines.  They oppressed the children of Israel eighteen years.  Jephthah judged Israel six years, and did much fighting for Israel.


11.
Judge – IBZAN  (Judges  12:8-10)




After him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel for seven years.


12.
Judge – ELON  (Judges  12:11-12)




And after him, Elon, a Zebulonite, judged Israel ten years.


13.
Judge – ABDOM  (Judges  12:13-15)




And after him, Abdom judged Israel eight years.


14.
Judge – SAMSON  (Judges  Chapters 13 through 16)




And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord and he delivered them into the hands of the Philistines for forty years.  Then the Lord raised up Samson, the strong man, to deliver Israel.  He judged Israel twenty years.


15.
Judge – ELI  (I Samuel  4:18)




Following the death of Samson, there was strife, confusion and apostasy in Israel.  Then Eli judged Israel forty years.


16.
Judge – SAMUEL  (I Samuel  1:20)




During the time of Eli, Hannah was given a son of the Lord.  She gave him back to the Lord.  Samuel grew up in the tabernacle, and ministered to the Lord.  He judged Israel all the days of his life.  During his ministry he anointed the first two kings in Israel, Saul and David.




Samuel made his sons judges in Israel when he was old.  The sons would not judge rightly but took bribes and did evil.  So the people of Israel came together to Samuel unto Ramah and complained about the sons.  They asked that they might have a king.  About this question, Samuel went to the Lord, and the Lord said, “Hearken to the people for they have forsaken me, and not thee.  Let them have a king.  But tell them the manner of king they shall have.”



Samuel went from the presence of the Lord and told the people that they could have a king.  He then told them how the king would treat them, that he would take their sons and their daughters and of all their possessions he wanted.  Some of them he would send to war, some he would make cooks, and some he would make to work in the fields.  And the people answered back and said, “Nevertheless, we want a king.  We want to be like the people around us.”



Now there was a man in the kingdom by the name of Kish.  He had a son whose name was Saul.  Saul was a goodly boy and a young man in the kingdom.




Now the donkeys of Saul’s father were lost, and Saul was sent with one of the servants to find the asses.  They searched every place they knew and were about to go back home.  The servant wanted to go up to the city and consult the seer (fortune teller).




The day before they got there, the Lord spoke to Samuel and told him what to do.  When the two men came to the city, Samuel made a feast, and the next day, Samuel anointed Saul king over Israel.




It came to pass after a few days that Nahash, the Ammonite came up and camped against Jabesh-gilead and gave the Israelites much trouble.  Messengers came to Saul and told him of the happenings.  He called all of the men of Israel together and they made war on the Ammonites and delivered Israel.

VI.
KINGS  OF  THE  LAND


A.
THE  UNITED  KINGDOM




Samuel then called all the people up to Gilgal.  There, they made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal, and offered sacrifices of peace offerings before the Lord, and the people rejoiced greatly.




The result of Saul’s kingship was as Samuel had prophesied.  The people soon became tired and weary.  They struggled beneath a load of taxation and burdens placed upon them, but there was no turning back, for Saul reigned for forty years.  However, during this period of time, the Lord had instructed Samuel to go to the house of Jesse and anoint one of the sons to be the next king over Israel.  David was the eighth son of Jesse and Jesse was the son of Obed who was the son of Boaz and Ruth, the Moabitess.




Saul would not have let Samuel go to anoint David, the son of Jesse, if he had known where he was going, but Samuel took an heifer as if he were going to make an offering to the Lord, and while he was making this offering, he called for the sons of Jesse.  When all of them had passed before him and the Lord had not chosen anyone of the elder boys, the youngest was called for.  He was in the field herding the sheep.




David won the admiration of the people of the kingdom when he was sent by his father to the battle between the Philistines and Israel.  He was not sent there to fight, but was sent there to take his three older brothers some parched corn and ten loaves of bread.  Also, the commander was to get three cheeses from his father, Jesse.  While at the army camp, David saw the giant, nine feet and nine inches tall.  He went out against the giant and killed him with a small stone cast from a sling.  When the battle was over, and they marched back into the city, the people shouted, “SAUL  HATH  SLAIN  HIS  THOUSANDS.”  This, of course appealed to Saul’s ego, but when the second shout came, it was  “AND  DAVID  HATH  SLAIN  HIS  TEN  THOUSANDS.”  This caused Saul to hate David, and he tried to kill him on several occasions.




When Saul had been king for forty years, the Philistines once again launched war against Israel.  Because of Israel’s rebellion, God removed his protecting hand and the Philistines overcame the Israelites in battle.  King Saul and his son, Jonathan, were killed.  First, the son was slain, then the enemies’ archers struck Saul with an arrow.  Realizing he was mortally wounded, the king called for his armour bearer and instructed him to run him through with a sword that it might not be recorded in the pages of history that an uncircumcised Philistine had killed the king of Israel.  Fear seized the heart of the armour bearer and he would not kill the king.  So determined was Saul that the Philistines not kill him, he placed the hilt of his sword on the ground, the point in his own abdomen and fell upon the sword, thus taking his own life before it ebbed away from the wound inflicted by the arrow of the enemy.


B.
THE  DIVIDED  KINGDOM – THE  REIGN  OF  DAVID




The forty years rule of David was a strange mixture of righteousness and evil, glory and disgrace, lucidness and darkness.  Abner, captain of Saul’s army, took Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, and made him king over the cities of Gilead and Jezreel, and the tribes of Ashur and Benjamin and, in fact, all Israel.  For two years he ruled over Israel while the houses of Judah followed David.




For seven and one-half years David ruled from Hebron, a city of Judah, about twenty-two miles south of Jerusalem.  Later, he moved his seat of government to Jerusalem.




Even Absalom, the son of David, conspired against his father and raised a very large army, and, for a long period of time, vexed his father.  David, however, finally, succeeded in overthrowing Absalom and his hosts.  An account of this episode in the kingship of David is found in II Samuel Chapters 15 through 18.




David, the king, sank into the depths of sin.  Seeing Bathsheba, the beautiful wife of Uriah the Hittite, he exercised his kingly powers and sent Uriah to the front of the army in the heat of the battle where he was sure to be killed.  Having already committed adultery with Bathsheba, David married her after the death of Uriah.  No defense of any nature can be made in behalf of David!  This is a clear-cut case of adultery and murder.




David had one outstanding virtue – when he sinned, he acknowledged the transgression and repented.  Rebuking David for his sin, Nathan, the prophet, said, “Thou art the man,” to which David hung his head in shame and said, “I have sinned against the Lord”  (II Samuel  12).




Again, in Psalm  51, David prayed, “Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity … Hide thy face from my sins … Create in me a clean heart, O God:  and renew a right spirit within me.”  In Psalm  40:12, he says that his sins are more than the hairs of his head.




On the other hand, David is the “Great Singer in Israel.”  The Psalms, which are inspired hymns belonging to the Hebrew people, owe their origin to him.  It seems that David did not write all of the Psalms as we have them in the Bible today, but at least seventy-three of them are ascribed to him, plus the fact that he, as a musician, originated the idea, and collected the others, which by inspiration became a part of the Bible.




David, the king, conceived the idea of the Temple.  “I live in a house of cedar,” said King David, “but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains.”  It was in the heart of the man to build a permanent building in which the ark could be placed and for the service of the priesthood, but God forbade him.  David, because of his being a man of war and because of the sins he had committed, was denied the privilege.  God, however, promised that a son would be raised up in his place and he (Solomon) would build the temple.  It is true that David gathered some of the materials for the building of the temple.




David was a righteous king although he had his faults.  But the good part about David was, when he sinned, he confessed his sin and asked forgiveness.




David ruled forty years in the kingdom.  I Kings  2:10 gives the account of the death of David.  They buried him in Jerusalem.




Before the death of David, Solomon, his son, was made king over Israel, and David delivered a charge to the king.

VII.
THE  BUILDING  OF  THE  TEMPLE  DURING  THE REIGN  OF  SOLOMON



During the reign of King David, a period of prosperity was felt in the nation of Israel, and the king, being a righteous man, was concerned that the ark of God dwelt in the tabernacle in Jerusalem.  Many wonderful buildings had been erected for the king and his princes.  David reasoned thus, “Why should I live in a house of cedar and the ark of God dwell within tents?”  Therefore, he set out to gather materials with which to build a temple.  I Chronicles  22:1-16 relates the history of his selection of this material and finally, the turning of this responsibility to his son, Solomon.



David reigned forty years, and when he was old, he made Solomon, his son, king over Israel.  In the second day of the second month of the fourth year of his reign, says II Chronicles  3:2, he began to build the temple of the Lord.  With one hundred fifty-three thousand men, a part of whom were men of Tyre, the others of Israel, they set about to build this magnificent temple.  International trade was set up between Solomon, king of Israel, and Hiram, king of Tyre.  In exchange for labor and cedar trees, fir trees and algum trees out of Lebanon, Solomon sent, year by year, twenty thousand measures of beaten wheat, twenty thousand measures of barley, twenty thousand baths of wine, and twenty thousand baths of oil.



The temple was built much after the pattern of the tabernacle, that is, it had a holy place and a holy of holies, separated by a partition.  The floors, ceilings and walls of the holy of holies were overlaid with pure gold.



Seven years were consumed in the building of this temple, after which it was dedicated to God.  The sermon of Solomon, followed by his prayer of dedication, is recorded in II Chronicles  Chapter 6.  In the seventh chapter, verses one through three, God acknowledges His acceptance by sending fire down from heaven and consuming the burnt offering and sacrifices on the altar and filling the house of God with His glory.

VIII.
THE  OLD  TESTAMENT  PROPHETS



There are many Old Testament prophets, most of whom prophesied to the land and people of Judah.  However, some prophesied to Israel.  Some writers divide these prophets into the major and minor prophets.  This is done because some are more prominent than others.  However, it is not our purpose to classify one of these prophets above the other, but simply to give a chronological table depicting the pre-captivity prophets, the captivity prophets and the post-captivity prophets.  We mean, by this, those who prophesied before the captivity of Judah, those who prophesied during the time of this captivity and those who prophesied after the captivity.


A.
Those prophesying before the exile of Judah:



1.
Isaiah



2.
Micah



3.
Nahum



4.
Habakkuk



5.
Zephaniah



6.
Jeremiah


B.
Those prophesying before the exile and to Israel (ten tribes in the north):



1.
Amos



2.
Hosea



3.
Obadiah



4.
Joel


C.
Prophesying to Nineveh before the Exile:



1.
Jonah


D.
Those prophesying during the exile or captivity were:



1.
Ezekiel



2.
Daniel


E.
Those prophesying after the captivity were:



1.
Haggai



2.
Zechariah



3.
Malachi



A close study of this table will enable us to properly


understand the Old Testament prophet.  Things to be noted while studying a book of prophecy are:



1.
Who is the writer?



2.
To whom is he writing?


(That is, to the northern kingdom of Israel or to the southern kingdom of Judah, or Assyria or any other nation.)


3.
About what is he speaking?

            4.
The time of his prophesy.  Is it before the captivity, or after the captivity, or during the captivity?

IX.
DISPERSION OF  THE  TWO  KINGDOMS  AND  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  TEMPLE

THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  DIVIDED – When Solomon died there was a breach in the kingdom and it became two kingdoms known as Israel and Judah.


During the reign of Solomon, there was a young man in the army by the name of Jeroboam  (Read I Kings  11:29-30).  Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam, and Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt and was there until the death of Solomon.


Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, was the crown prince scheduled to take the kingdom of Israel at the death of his father.  Solomon died after ruling for forty years.  Great festivities and excitement surrounded the coronation of Rehoboam.  There was great concern in the kingdom as to the manner in which Rehoboam would rule, for Solomon, in his latter years, had laid such heavy taxes and burdens upon the people that it had brought unrest and confusion among them.


Naturally, the most asked question among the people was, “Will Rehoboam follow in the footsteps of his father with a political program of waste and extravagance?”  or  “Will he revise the method of rulership that the burden of the people might be lifted?”


Rehoboam called for the old men in the kingdom, those who had counseled his father, and who had long years of experience in the government.  In this council, he laid the facts before the wise men and asked their advice on the method of procedure.  These wise old counselors gave Rehoboam advice he should have taken, for they reminded him of the extravagance of Solomon and the heavy taxation and burden upon the people.  They pointed out that it had brought such questions in the minds of the people that confusion and unrest existed and the kingdom was in danger.  They instructed Rehoboam to lighten the load.  To lessen the taxes, to love the people and to rule righteously, assuring him that the people would follow him and love him.


Rehoboam was not content, however, to take the advice of the old men in the kingdom and he called for a council of young men.  These young men told Rehoboam that he should immediately take the reigns of government in his hand and crack the whip of authority over them, letting the people know from the very start who the king was.  They said the taxes should be increased and that imprisonment and fines should be enlarged.  They assured him that his little finger was larger than his father’s loins.  In this manner of flattery, the shallow man, Rehoboam, went before the people in his inaugural address and told them that he was greater than his father, Solomon, that he was going to be an absolute sovereign, that their taxes would be increased and their burden made heavier and, whereas they had been whipped with whips, they would now be whipped with scorpions (a whip with a metal tip attached to the end of the leather thong).  Israel heard the address and was stirred to the extent of an uprising.  At this crucial moment, Jeroboam, who having fled to Egypt, now returned and standing up, shouted to the people, “To your tents, O Israel!”  So in that day, ten of the tribes of Israel rallied about Jeroboam, Judah and Benjamin, remaining with Rehoboam.  So the United Kingdom was divided.


Read  I Kings  12:19-20 – (The house of Benjamin and the Levites stayed with the house of David also).  This made three tribes in one kingdom and ten in the other.  The Levites were the priestly tribe and were not spoken of many times as a nation.


The tribes that stayed together were called the kingdom of Judah, or the southern kingdom and the other was called the kingdom of Israel, or the northern kingdom.


Now that Jeroboam was king over Israel, he was afraid that when the people went to Jerusalem to sacrifice, their hearts would be turned back to the kingdom of Judah.  So he made two golden calves and set one of them up at Bethel and the other at Dan.  He then told the people that it was too much for them to go up to Jerusalem, and for them to serve these gods.

A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  KINGDOM – Below is a list of the kings in the kingdoms, and the time they reigned.  The time given is by Ussher;

THE  UNITED  KINGDOM

1st King – Saul – 1095 B.C. to 1055 B.C.

2nd King – David – 1055 B.C. to 1015 B.C.

3rd King – Solomon – 1015 B.C. to 975 B.C.

THE  DIVIDED  KINGDOM


Israel was ruled over by nineteen kings, constituting nine dynasties.  The time of this kingdom was between 975 and 721 B.C.

ISRAEL

FIRST DYNASTY

1st King – Jeroboam – 975 B.C. to 954 B.C.

2nd King – Nadab – 954 B.C. TO 953 B.C.

SECOND DYNASTY

3rd King – Baasha – 953 B.C. to 930 B.C.

4th King – Elah – 930 B.C. to 929 B.C.

THIRD  DYNASTY

5th King – Zimri – 929 B.C. (7 days)

FOURTH  DYNASTY

6th King – Omri – 929 B.C. to 918 B.C.

7th King – Ahab – 918 B.C. to 897 B.C.

8th King – Ahaziah – 897 B.C. to 896 B.C.

9th King – Jehoram – 896 B.C. to 884 B.C.

FIFTH  DYNASTY

10th King – Jehu – 884 B.C. to 856 B.C.

11th King – Jehoahax – 856 B.C. to 839 B.C.

12th King – Jehoash – 839 B.C. to 823 B.C.

13th King – Jeroboam II – 823 B.C.  to 772 B.C.

14th King – Zachariah – 772 B.C. (6 months)

SIXTH  DYNASTY

15th King – Shallum – 772 B.C. (1 month)

SEVENTH  DYNASTY

16th King – Menahem – 772 B.C. to 762 B.C.

17th King – Pekahiah – 762 B.C. to 760 B.C.

EIGHTH  DYNASTY

18th King – Pekah – 760 B.C. to 730 B.C.

NINTH DYNASTY

19th King – Hoshea – 730 B.C. TO 721 B.C.


In the sixth year of Hoshea’s reign, Shalmaneser came against Samaria and besieged her three years, and she fell.  Following the fall, Israel was deported into Assyria.


During this time and paralleling their history, the kingdom of Judah whose territory joined Israel to the south was functioning or operating as a sovereign state.


Naturally, since Israel branched off from Judah in 975 B.C., it is with this date that we begin the history of Judah.

JUDAH

1st King – Rehoboam – 975 B.C. to 958 B.C.

2nd King – Abijam – 958 B.C. to 956 B.C.

3rd King – Asa – 956 B.C. to 916 B.C.

4th King – Jehoshaphat – 916 B.C. to 892 B.C.

5th King – Jehoram – 892 B.C. to 885 B.C.

6th King – Ahaziah – 885 B.C. to 884 B.C.

7th Queen – Athaliah – 884 B.C. to 878 B.C.

8th King – Joash – 878 B.C. to 838 B.C.

9th King – Amaziah – 838 B.C. to 809 B.C.

10th King – Uzziah – 809 B.C. to 757 B.C.

11th King – Jotham – 757 B.C. to 742 B.C.

12th King – Ahaz – 742 B.C. to 726 B.C.

13th King – Hezekiah – 726 B.C. to 697 B.C.

14th King – Manasseh – 697 B.C. to 642 B.C.

15th King – Amoz – 642 B.C. to 640 B.C.

16th King – Josiah – 640 B.C. to 609 B.C.

17th King – Jehoahaz – 609 B.C. (3 months)

18th King – Jehoiakim – 609 B.C. to 598 B.C.

19th King – Jehoiachin – 598 B.C. TO 597 B.C. (3 months)

20th King – Zedekiah – 597 B.C. to 586 B.C.


Zedekiah was twenty-one years of age when he ascended the throne.  He reigned eleven full years, and did evil in the sight of the Lord.  He rebelled against the king of Babylon, because of which, that king came against Jerusalem, and after a siege of more than a year, he took her and carried the Jews to Babylon.  The king slew Zedekiah’s sons before his eyes, then put out his eyes and bound him in fetters of brass.


It may be well here to give a brief history of the conditions of these two nations as they were in captivity.

THE  CAPTIVITY  OF  THE  TEN  TRIBES  IN  ASSYRIA – THE  ASSYRIAN  EMPIRE:  The history of Assyria may be divided into three periods:


First, from the commencement of the empire, and this date is unknown (probably about 2000 B.C.  They were the descendants of Asshur, the son of Shem) to the conquest of Babylon, about 1250 B.C.


Second, from the conquest of Babylon to the accession of Tiglathpileser II in 745 B.C.


Third, from the accession of Tiglathpileser II to the fall of Nineveh in 625 B.C.  It was during this late period that Assyria came in touch with Israel.  The kings who reigned during this period were:


(1)
Tiglathpileser II (745-727) – This monarch was a bold and successful warrior who conquered Damascus, Samaria, Tyre and the Philistines, and the Arabians of the Siniatic Peninsula.  He carried away captives from the eastern and the northern tribes of Israel, and took tribute from Ahaz, king of Judah.


(2)
Shalmaneser IV (727-721) – This king conquered Phoenicia, but was defeated in a naval engagement at Tyre.


(3)
Sargon  (721-705) – This king succeeded Shalmaneser IV, took Samaria and carried its people to his newly conquered province of Media and Gauzanitis.


(4)
Sennecherib  (705-680) – Sennacherib defeated Merodach-baladan, who had revolted during the latter part of the reign of Sargon, and placed an Assyrian viceroy on the Babylonian throne.  He quelled a revolt of the Phoenician cities and extorted tribute from most of the kings of Syria.  He defeated the combined forces of the Egyptians and the Ethiopians and came against Jerusalem in the days of Hezekiah, when the angel of death destroyed one hundred eighty-five thousand of the flower of his army.  Upon his return to Nineveh, he was slain by his two sons.


(5)
Esar-haddon  (680-667) – This king defeated Tirhalah, king of Egypt, and broke up his kingdom into a number of petty states.  He also completed the colonization of Samaria with colonists from Babylon and Persia.


(6)
Assur-banipal  (667-647) – Under this king, Assyria reached the zenith of her glory.  He conquered Egypt, overran Asia Minor and imposed a tribute upon the king of Lydia.  He also subdued Armenia, Susiana, and many of the Arabian tribes.


(7)
Assur-emid-ilim  (647-625) – A number of disasters came under the reign of this king.  Assyria was first invaded by the Scythians and then by the Medes and Babylonians under Cyaxares and Nabo-pol-assar, by whom it was overthrown in the year 625 B.C.



The Assyrians were an enterprising people.  Though in letters and science they were behind both the Chaldeans and Egyptians, they excelled them in the artistic character of their architecture.  Their palaces were of extraordinary splendor.



The lands to which the ten tribes were deported are given as follows in II Kings  17:6.



In the place of the ten tribes, the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hanath and Sepharvaim, whom he put in the cities of Samaria.  But, as these feared him not, the Lord sent lions among them which slew some of them.  The children of Israel informed the king that the reason for the people being killed by the lions was that they knew not the Lord.  Then the king of Assyria sent some of their priests to Samaria to teach the people the way of the Lord, however, this seemed to have little or no consequence and the trend continued as it was for the people continued to serve other gods.



There are volumes written about scattered Israel today, however, we need not go into the matter here.  It is certain that Israel is in the world today. 



With the deportation of Israel, her history nearly ends.  According to the prophet, Hosea  7:8, “Ephraim, he hath mixed himself among the people.”
X.
TEMPLE  REBUILT



The books of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther are centered about the captivity of the Jews in Babylon and Persia.  It should be remembered that the Persians conquered the Babylonians, thus, the Jews were under the auspices of both nations.  The book of Esther is a beautiful story, illustrating the faithfulness or fidelity and courage of a Jewess who became queen.  It seems that she personifies the entire Jewish nation in her zeal for Jehovah God.



Ezra and Nehemiah recount the history of the Jews in their return from Babylon to Judah and the rebuilding of the walls of, not only the city of Jerusalem, but also the temple of God therein.  Ezra was the first to return with some forty-two thousand, three hundred sixty people beside their servants and maids of whom there were seven thousand, three hundred thirty-seven and in addition to that, two hundred singing men and women.  They went back with great provisions and set up the altar and established the ancient Hebrew worship.  In the second year of their coming back to Jerusalem and in the second month, they set forth the work on the house of the Lord.  Jeshua was the high priest;  Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel and a nobleman, along with Ezra, the prophet, laid the foundation of this second temple.  Of course, the adversaries and agents of Satan hindered the work as is recorded in the book of Ezra.  However, when Darius ascended the throne of Persia, he favored the Jews and the temple was finally restored.  At the dedication of the second temple, which was made with great joy, they offered at the altar, two hundred bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs and for a sin offering for all Israel, twelve he-goats.  They also restored the Passover.  The entire captivity of the Jews was seventy years.



The book of Nehemiah deals with the second return which was started by Nehemiah in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes which seems to be some fourteen or fifteen years after Ezra’s return to Jerusalem.  While Ezra concentrated primarily on the rebuilding of the temple and the restoration of the ancient Hebrew worship, Nehemiah concentrated on the city walls and the restoration of civil government.


THE  CAPTIVITY  OF  THE  TWO  TRIBES  IN  BABYLON – The history of Babylon may be divided into three periods:



First, from the earliest times to the thirteenth century B.C. Babylon was founded by Nimrod, the grandson of Ham.  



Second, about the thirteenth century to 747 B.C., during which time Babylon was under the dominion of Assyria.



Thirdly,  from 747 B.C., when Nabonassar threw off the Assyrian yoke to the fall of Babylon in 538 B.C.



There were, perhaps, three or four deportations of Jews to Babylon, but the outstanding one was under Nebuchadnezzar during the reign of Jehoiakim.  The Babylonians seem to have taken them away in colonies, or for colonies, instead of captives.  Some think they acquired possessions which made them stay in the kingdom when they were given the liberty to return home.



During the captivity of the Jews, Babylon was captured by the Medes and Persians.  This put the Jews in the kingdom of the Medes and Persians.



During the captivity, the prophets held out to the Jews the hope of restoration.  When they were put under the Medes this came to pass.  The Persian kings let them return.



The period of the return was between the years 536 and 455 B.C.  The leader of the first return was Zerubbabel in 536 B.C.  He was followed by Ezra in 457 and by Nehemiah in 445 B.C.


AFTER  THE  RETURN – The Persians were overthrown by the Grecians, and soon, the Romans overthrew the Greeks.  This made the Jews subjects to all these powers.  The Jews were recognized by these powers but given only limited authority.



One outstanding thing happened about this time.  The Greek language was introduced and grew rapidly.  It became the principal language over all the known world, thus, the peoples of the earth were prepared for the coming of the Christ in that a universal language had been adopted.  Christ, therefore, caused His New Testament to be written in the Greek tongue and wherever the preachers and the manuscript went, a language had already been adopted through which this gospel could come.



The last prophets of Judah, Zachariah and Malachi came in about this time and they were the last to speak to their people by inspiration.  This was about 420 B.C.  Then, there was a quiet period of time until the birth of John the Baptist, about six months B.C.  He was the next man to speak to them by inspiration of God.  A period of more than four hundred years elapsed between these prophets.


PROPHETIC  BOOKS  OF  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT  CLASSIFIED  CHRONOLOGICALLY –That you might understand the burden of the prophets, we state here the books written before the exile, or as oftentimes referred to, the captivity, those written during the exile and those written after the exile.


PRE-EXILE  BOOKS



Isaiah  (written to Judah)



Jeremiah  (to Judah)



Hosea  (to Judah with references made to Israel)



Joel  (to Judah)



Amos  (to Israel)



Obadiah  (to Edom)



Jonah  (probably the first prophet of Israel;  his




message is to Nineveh)



Micah  (to Judah;  his messages concern Samaria




and Judah)



Nahum  (against Nineveh)



Habakkuk  (a prophecy against the Chaldeans)



Zephaniah  (to Judah with denunciations of Philistia,




        Moab, Ethiopia and others)


EXILE  PROPHETS



Ezekiel



Daniel




Both of these prophets spoke to the children



of Judah, while in captivity or exile.


POST-EXILE  PROPHETS



Haggai  (to Judah and concerning the rebuilding of




  the temple)



Zachariah  (to Judah after the return)



Malachi  (to Israel)


Thus, the age of the Law closes.  The law was “added because of transgression.”  The Hebrews who tried to understand God’s word knew they came short of being perfect, thus needed a Savior.  Many, however, had fallen into rituals and forms, which caused them to stumble over Christ when He came.  Romans  9:33, “As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence:  and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”

