MILLENNIAL  AGE

ONE  THOUSAND  YEAR  REIGN  OF  CHRIST –

MILLENNIAL  CONDITIONS –

SATAN  LOOSED  FROM  THE  PIT

OUTLINE

I.
CHRIST  COMES  WITH  HIS  SAINTS  TO  THE EARTH


A.
Destroys  The  Antichrist


B.
Sets  Up  His  Throne


C.
Judges  The  Nations

II.
REMAKES  THE  EARTH


A.
Destroys  All  Sin  Deeds  From  The  Earth


B.
Binds  The  Devil  And  Casts  Him  Into  The  Pit

III.
RULES  FOR  A  THOUSAND  YEARS


A.
Laws  Are  Correct


B.
Taught  Of  His  Ways

IV.
SATAN  IS  LOOSED  FROM  THE  PIT


A.
Resurrection  Of Wicked


B.
Dissolving  Of  This  Earth



To answer the question why the tribulation was not studied as an “age,” we point up the Church Age goes out with the tribulation and the Millennial Age comes in and stops the tribulation.  That age is studied with the other two.  In fact, it is a part of the other two ages.

A  PROCESS  OF  CONDITIONING – 


The question may be asked, what is the purpose of the tribulation period anyway?  It is for the purpose of punishing the wicked and afflicting the backslidden Christian that he might be made humble.


The question also may be raised, why have a thousand years of peace and then heaven?  It is for the purpose of preparing us for the Heaven Ages.  We must grow in the spiritual minds and get ready for the great Heaven Ages.

MILLENNIAL  CONDITIONS


What will be the condition of things in the millennium?  Isaiah  2:1-2,  The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains…(government).”  See Revelation  11:15.


Daniel  7:9-14,  “…and shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow into it.”  From this, the prophet goes into the condition of nature.  The evil characteristic will be taken from the beast, for Satan shall be bound in the bottomless pit.  The cows and lions shall feed together.  All the beasts shall be at harmony with each other and mankind.

EARTH  TO  BE  MADE  FAT – 


Also, the earth shall blossom as a rose (Isaiah  Chapter  11).  The earth shall not be tainted with sin anymore, but shall be recreated.  Isaiah  65:17, “For behold, I create (freshen anew) new heavens and a new earth.”

Attention is specifically drawn to the word create, as is used in the seventeenth verse.  This is very much akin to the word BARA as found in Genesis  1:1.  However, it has a different hue, or shade, of meaning.  This word is Boro and it means to cause to flourish, to become rich, prosperous and it also has the signification of freshness.  It is used in I Samuel  2:29, when the prophet condemned those who had made themselves well favored and prosperous with the offerings that actually belonged to God, and the word is rendered in the King James Version as “fat”.


With this in mind, one may well understand what will actually happen during the Millennial Kingdom when the earth shall be made fat, prosperous, rich – when sand dunes shall be turned to fields of grain and industry shall flourish – when barren sections are made fruitful – when drought and conflagration, storms, diseases, earthquakes and pestilences, etc., are felt and known no more.

THE  ORDER  OF  EVENTS - 



The first happening in this age is the coming of Christ with His saints.  At the time He comes, He will completely subdue the wicked.  The devil will be bound and cast into the bottomless pit (Revelation  20:3).  Of course, Satan is the cause of all inharmonious things transpiring in the world.  As soon as he is put out of the way, all will be as God would have it.

JUDGMENT  OF  NATIONS - 



The next thing that will happen will be the gathering of representatives from all nations of the earth together in the valley of Jehoshaphat (the judgment of the Saviour) and there they shall be judged according to the way they treated the Jews and Christians  (Matthew  25:31-46;  Joel  3:2 and 12).

The wording “my brethren,’ undoubtedly, signifies His brethren in national Israel and also the Christian, whether he be Jew or Gentile, for it is very evident the Abrahamic covenant is still in effect:  “I will bless them that bless thee and curse them that curseth thee”  (Genesis  12:3).  There have been evidences in every age that God has cursed nations who have persecuted the Jews and blessed nations who have blessed the Jews, and so we feel we are safe in concluding that the expression “my brethren” will include both the Jew and the Christian.  This does not mean that God will save the Jews just because they have been persecuted, but it teaches that people and nations who persecute the Jew will be cursed.


What will this curse be?  The answer to that question is that during the Millennial Kingdom, there will be groups who will be given special places of honor in the kingdoms and cities all over the world and Christ, who will rule the world from Jerusalem, will assign cities, villages, etc., to these various people.  This, of course, will be an honor, and, no doubt, a great portion of the blessings will be to rule, while the curse is to be ruled.  We do not mean to imply that this is all the blessings and cursings, however, no doubt, this is one of the strong points.  This Christian rulership will start as soon as He sets up His throne,  “I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit…And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a KINGDOM”  (Daniel  7:9).


Revelation  11:15,  “The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”

Isaiah  65:17-22,  “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth  (literally, I refreshen heaven and earth) and the former shall not be remembered, not come into mind.  But be ye glad and rejoice forever in that which I create  (freshen);  for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.”  All the earth will yield an hundred fold of grain and fruit, because there will be no famine, disease, pestilence nor flood on earth to dwarf the yield of anything.  In fact, everything will be restored to its Edenic glory.  “And they shall build houses, and inhabit them;  and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.  They shall not build, and another inhabit;  they shall not plant and another eat.”

Christ shall rule.  His wisdom will need no jury, neither will He need witnesses, but with righteousness shall He judge.

SCHOOL – 


There will also be a school in which to learn the ways of the Lord.  Isaiah  2:3,  “And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;  AND  HE  WILL TEACH  US  OF  HIS  WAYS.”

SATAN  LOOSED  FROM  THE  BOTTOMLESS  PIT – 


At the end of the thousand years, Satan shall be loosed from the bottomless pit and shall go out to deceive the nations, and shall gather them together to make war upon the saints and the Christ at the Holy City.  But about the time the battle is to begin, God will rain fire down from heaven and destroy them.  Then shall Satan be cast into the lake of fire where the beast of empire and the false religions are.  About this time the wicked will be raised,  Revelation  20:7-15.  The wicked are caught up to the great white throne where God is.  The book of life will be opened and they will witness the fact that their names are not there.  Then the books are opened and they will be judged out of the things that are written in the books.  These books, undoubtedly, referred to the books of the New Testament, particularly those words of Jesus.  Jesus said in John  12:48,  “He that rejecteth me and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him:  the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”  These people were assigned to hell at the time of their death because they had failed to believe I the Lord Jesus Christ  (John  3:18).  They are now to be judged for their degree of punishment in the lake of fire, which is the final hell (the present hell having been cast into the lake of fire).  Their wicked works will determine the degree of their punishment in this horrible place.  Remember the order:  unbelievers go to hell because of their unbelief, but their degree of punishment is determined by their evil works.


While this is going on, the earth will be undergoing a change, II Peter  3:10-13,  “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night;  in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.”  In the first age, note was taken of the fact that creation is a crystallization of the elements that were held in solution in God’s Spirit.  Now, at this point, when the earth shall be dissolved, the Spirit of God will break all the elements down into atomic state again.  This, of course, related to the material part of the creation only, not intelligences and spirits.  Read II Peter  3:12.


Thus, the millennium ends with the passing away of the restored earth.  The restoration was begun at the time Christ came back into the earth and, while the Bible is not clear as to where the Great White Throne Judgment will be, we, of course, know that it is somewhere other than on the earth.  Thus, we conclude that the Lord is not on the earth at the time of this judgment and, undoubtedly, it is here that this earth will pass away and immediately after that is the creation of the new heaven and the new earth.

