FOUR THEORIES OF THE PRESS:

THE AUTHORITARIAN THEORY:  This theory is practiced in countries like England, and has the philosophy that the truth needs to be presented, but you need to have some type of authority to determine whether you are speaking the truth, and to make sure you meet the “official” guidelines set forth by the government.  Their answer to this is a license, to license the journalist or speaker by the state.  In other words, the State determines whether the truth is being spoken.

THE SOVIET THEORY:  You are free to print the truth but the State has already determined what the truth is, and you must print that.

THE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY THEORY:  You need a committee or watchdog of some sort to make sure you are printing the truth

THE LIBERTARIAN THEORY:  Leave all the journalists alone and let each speak and print the truth as he sees it, from all the writers and speakers and all their conversations, the truth will emerge.

By far, the Libertarian Theory is the best for the Theological World.  Ministers should never be afraid to have what they believe put on trial.  If it is right, it will do no harm, and if not, it needs to be changed.  So much, in the Church world, the “Truth” has already been determined by Hierarchies, Bishops, Pastors, Teachers, Churches and Associations.  And, they are paranoid to have anyone dare raise any question regarding those truths!  The fear alone shows their insecurity in what they believe.  
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