English Verb Tenses
Simple Tenses
Tense
Meaning
Form 
Examples

Simple Present
Used to show what is happening now, or actions and events that happen always or usually.
The basic form of the verb (add s or es for all singular subjects except I and you)
I walk to work each day.

She sees the cardinal in the tree.

Simple Past
Used to show what happened at certain time in the past. The action began, and ended, in the past.
The basic form of the verb + d or ed. 

However, there are some verbs with irregular forms that don’t follow this rule
Yesterday I wanted to go home early.

I answered all the questions correctly on the quiz.

Simple Future
Used to show what will happen at one particular time in the future.
Will + the basic form of the verb
I will start the car in just a minute.

It will snow next week.

Perfect Tenses
Tense
Meaning
Form 
Examples

The perfect tenses indicate that an action was finished before the time of another action. To write the perfect tenses you use a form of have + the past participle of the verb. (The past participle is formed like the simple past tense, by adding d or ed to the basic form, unless it is an irregular verb—then the past participle form may be different from the simple past form.)




Present Perfect
Used to show what has happened in the past, but at no particular time. Also shows what has happened in the past and continues to happen.
Have or has (for singular subjects except I and you) + the past participle
She has finished eating.

I have worked here for ten years.

They have seen the movie ten times.

Past Perfect
Used to show something in the past that happened even before another event in the past.
Had + the past participle
The car had stopped before the truck hit it.

They had already finished dinner by the time I arrived.

Future Perfect
Used to show something that has not yet been done, but that will be completed before a set time in the future.
Will have + the past participle
I will have written my paper by the final exam week.

By tomorrow we will have painted the dining room.

Progressive (or Continuous) Tenses
Tense
Meaning
Form 
Examples

The progressive tenses describe action in progress. To write it you use a form of to be + the present participle of the verb. (The present participle is simply formed by adding ing to the basic form of the verb.)




Present Progressive
Used to show an event that is going on right now. 

The action began before, is in progress now, and will continue.
Am, is, or are + the present participle
I am restoring my house to its former glory.

He is sleeping right now.

They are relaxing at the beach for the day.

Past

Progressive
Used to show an event that was going on when something else happened.
Was or were + the present participle
He was walking when a car hit him.

When I arrived, they were sleeping.

Future Progressive
Used to show an event that will be going on in the future while something else happens.
Will be + the present participle
My father will be leaving for work when we surprise him.

I will be collecting your essays during the exam tomorrow.

Perfect Progressive Tenses
Tense
Meaning
Form 
Examples

The perfect progressive tenses indicate that one event is in progress immediately before, or up until, another time or event (but doesn’t necessarily continue on). To write the perfect tenses you use a form of have + been + the present participle of the verb. (The present participle is simply formed by adding ing to the basic form of the verb.)




Present Perfect Progressive
Used to show an action has been continuous up to this present moment. 
Have or has + been + the present participle
I have been studying for two hours.

She has been trying to fix her car for days now.

Past Perfect Progressive
Used to show a past action that happened before, and up to, a more previous past event.
Had + been + the present participle
I had been cleaning the house for two hours before the party started.

They had been talking for hours. 

Future Perfect Progressive
Used to show an action that will be continuous up to another event in the future.
Will + have + been + the present participle
I will have been going to school for sixteen years by the time I graduate from college.

You will have been dancing for five hours straight by time the night is over.

*The “basic form” of the verb is essentially the simple, present tense of the verb, or how it is shown in most dictionaries.
Passive Voice
Passive voice can be confused with past tense, because of the way the verb is formed. In a passive voice construction, a passive subject receives the action of a transitive verb. The subject is acted on instead performing an action. To write the passive voice, use a helping verb + a form of to be + the past participle of the verb. (The past participle is formed like the simple past tense, by adding d or ed to the basic form, unless it is an irregular verb—then the past participle form may be different from the simple past form.) 

Present Passive: The music is played.

Present Progressive Passive: The music is being played.

Present Perfect Passive: The music has been played.

Past Passive: The music was played.

Past Progressive Passive: The music was being played.

Future Passive: The music will be played.

Future Perfect Passive: The music will have been played.

*Above chart based on information from The Ready Reference Handbook: Writing, Revising, Editing, 2nd edition, Longman, 2000.
