CHAPTER 2
THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES:

Many who study the book of Revelation lack the studies in Scripture which provides a backdrop for the book of Revelation.  In light of that, Some information which will help in understanding Revelation is given.  One great fact of Scripture and History is what is called “The Times of the Gentiles”  It is alluded to, in many passages in Scriptures.  Inside the time frame of the “Times of the Gentiles” is wrapped also what is known as the “Church Age”, that time frame in which the Churches of the Lord Jesus would come into existence, and continue on this earth until the Lord’s return.  Although the church age commences several hundred years after the Time of the Gentiles begins, it continues until the close of the Gentile era.  Jesus spoke of this time, and in the great Synagogue, when he went in to read :
Luke 4:16-21
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,  The Spirit of the Lord [is] upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.  And he closed the book, and he gave [it] again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

Isaiah 61: 1-3

The Spirit of the Lord GOD [is] upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to [them that are] bound;  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;  To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.
Take notice that Jesus stopped his reading right in the middle of the verse, and closed the book.  He did not read the remainder, which began with “and the day of vengeance…”  Between where He stopped reading, and the remainder of the text in Isaiah is shoved the Gentile age, and the time frame between the first and second Coming of the Messiah.

This pause is also found in the law of Moses between the feast of Pentecost and the feast of Trumpets.  In Leviticus 23:22, we read:

“And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean riddance of the corners of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt leave them unto the poor, and to the stranger: I [am] the LORD your God.”  

If one will read the entire 23rd chapter of Leviticus one will find this statement occurred after The Feast of  Pentecost and before the Feast of Trumpets.  Pentecost is a feast for the first fruits of the Harvest in which the Jews gave thanks to God for His blessing them in the Harvest time.  Every male Jew was required to attend it.  On the day of Pentecost in Acts 2, it was a Jewish feast for Jewish people, and the only persons saved on that day were Jews.  The first Gentile was saved in Acts 10 under the preaching of Simon Peter.  This can be verified by reading Acts 10-11 and Acts 15.   

The feast of Trumpets is symbolic of the regathering of Israel, to God.  Between the Pentecost of Acts 2 and the Regathering of Israel at the end of time, we will find this “church age” in which  the gentiles of Goyim would be brought into the covenant of Abraham, and into the church.  This was the great mystery which was spoken of in the New Testament, which was hidden from the prophets, which they diligently inquired after, as Simon Peter recorded in I Peter 1:10-pp.
It is also mentioned in the mystery of the New Testament
For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. (Romans 11:25)

Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,  But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:  (Romans 15:25-26)

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, [even] the hidden [wisdom], which God ordained before the world unto our glory: Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known [it], they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  (I Cor. 2:7-8)

Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; [even] in him:  (Eph 1:9-10)

For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,  If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all [men] see what [is] the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  (Eph. 3:1-9)
Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;  [Even] the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:  To whom God would make known what [is] the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: (Col 1:25-26)

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. (I Tim 3:16).

I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven.  And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;)  How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter…And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.  (II Cor 12:2-4,7)

Receiving the end of your faith, [even] the salvation of [your] souls. Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace [that should come] unto you:  Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.  (I Peter 1: 9-12)
But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.  (Rev 10:7)
So, in all these passages we find the “mystery of God” which was the Gospel would be preached to the Gentiles in the Gentile era.  However that Gentile era will come to an end according to Jesus and Paul.
Luke 21:24:  And they (Jerusalem) shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

Romans 11:25:  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
It is important to note that there was a definite time period mentioned in Scripture called the “Time of the Gentiles” and the “Fullness of the Gentiles.”  Jesus said it would end one day and be fulfilled, Paul said it would “be come in”.  In the Original Langauge the same root words are used for these two phrases.  So the conclusion is drawn there is a specific time called the Time of the Gentiles, and it has a time in which it will end which shall be marked specifically that “Jerusalem will no longer be “trodden under foot” of the Gentiles.  Also when it ends the Blindness that was put on Israel shall end. In Romans 11 Paul uses the analogy that Israel is the “Tame” or “natural” Olive Tree and the Gentiles, who were saved and in the Lord’s Church were the “Wild Olive Tree” which was grafted into the “Natural” tree by God.  He absolutely states that Israel was “cut off” because of “unbelief” and the Wild Branches grafted in.  He also gives a warning that the wild branches can also be cut off for the same unbelief.  

THE SIX DAY WAR JUNE 5-10, 1967

The Six-Day War involved three distinct battlefronts, tied together by a shared desire on the part of the surrounding Arab states to eliminate Israel and erase the shame of their defeat 19 years earlier when they failed to destroy the nascent Jewish state.

Egypt, the largest Arab state with a population of 31 million, massed troops on its border with Israel and imposed a naval blockade of Israel’s southern port, an act of war. Confronted with these aggressive moves, and the Arab leaders' promises to destroy the Jewish state, Israel launched a pre-emptive strike against the Egyptian army and airforce. Egypt’s air force was quickly crippled, and a well-executed Israeli ground offensive routed the Egyptian forces in Gaza and the Sinai peninsula in four days.

Buoyed by false reports of Egyptian success, Jordan initiated offensive actions against Israel from the eastern portion of Jerusalem and from lands it occupied west of the Jordan river (the West Bank). Israeli forces responded by attacking Jordanian military positions. After a three days of fierce fighting, especially in and around Jerusalem, Israeli forces defeated the Jordanians and gained control of all of Jerusalem as well as the West Bank, the historical heartland of the Jewish people known to Israelis as Judea and Samaria. 

Following an air attack by the Syrians on the first day of the war, Israel dealt a shattering blow to the Syrian air force. Hostilites continued in the days that followed, and on fifth day of the war, the Israelis mustered enough forces to remove the Syrian threat from the Golan Heights. This difficult operation was completed the following day, bringing the active phase of the war to a close.

On June 6, Israeli units were scrambled to attack Jordanian forces in the West Bank. In the afternoon of that same day, Israeli Air Force (IAF) strikes destroyed the Royal Jordanian Air Force. By the evening of that day, the Jerusalem infantry brigade moved south of Jerusalem, while the mechanized Harel and Gur's paratroopers encircled it from the north. The reserve paratroop brigade completed the Jerusalem encirclement in the bloody Battle of Ammunition Hill. Fearing damage to holy places and having to fight in built-up areas, Dayan ordered his troops not to go into the city itself.
On June 7, heavy fighting ensued. The infantry brigade attacked the fortress at Latrun, capturing it at daybreak, and advanced through Beit Horon towards Ramallah. The Harel brigade continued its push to the mountainous area of northwest Jerusalem, linking the Mount Scopus campus of Hebrew University with the city of Jerusalem. By the evening, the brigade arrived in Ramallah. The IAF detected and destroyed the 60th Jordanian Brigade en route from Jericho to reinforce Jerusalem.

In the north, one battalion from Peled's division was sent to check Jordanian defenses in the Jordan Valley. A brigade belonging to Peled's division captured the western part of the West Bank, another captured Jenin and the third (equipped with light French AMX-13s) engaged Jordanian M48 Patton main battle tanks to the east.

Dayan had ordered his troops not to enter Jerusalem; however, upon hearing that the UN was about to declare a ceasefire, he changed his mind, and without cabinet clearance, decided to take the city. Gur's paratroopers entered the Old City of Jerusalem via the Lion's Gate, and captured the Western Wall and the Temple Mount. The intense battle for the Old City was fought mostly by paratroopers, who had to engage in heavy street fighting. The Israeli high command had ordered the IDF not to use heavy armor in the Old City - since this was an area holy to Judaism, the Israeli government wanted to leave it intact. The Jerusalem brigade then reinforced the paratroops, and continued to the south, capturing Judea, Gush Etzion and Hebron. The Harel brigade proceeded eastward, descending to the Jordan River.

In the West Bank, one of Peled's brigades seized Nablus; then it joined one of Central Command's armored brigades to fight the Jordanian forces; as the Jordanians held the advantage of superior equipment and were equal in numbers to the Israelis.

Again, the air superiority of the IAF proved paramount as it immobilized the enemy, leading to its defeat. One of Peled's brigades joined with its Central Command counterparts coming from Ramallah, and the remaining two blocked the Jordan river crossings together with the Central Command's 10th (the latter crossed the Jordan river into the East Bank to provide cover for Israeli combat engineers while they blew the Abdullah and Hussein bridges, but was quickly pulled back because of American pressure).

No specific decision had been made to capture any other territories controlled by Jordan. After the Old City was captured, Dayan told his troops to dig in to hold it. When an armored brigade commander entered the West Bank on his own initiative, and stated that he could see Jericho, Dayan ordered him back. It was only after intelligence reports indicated that Hussein had withdrawn his forces across the Jordan River that Dayan ordered his troops to capture the West Bank. According to Narkis:

First, the Israeli government had no intention of capturing the West Bank. On the contrary, it was opposed to it. Second, there was not any provocation on the part of the IDF. Third, the rein was only loosened when a real threat to Jerusalem's security emerged. This is truly how things happened on June 5, although it is difficult to believe. The end result was something that no one had planned.
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Jerusalem is a holy city to three major faiths–Judaism, Christianity and Islam and figures prominently in the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Since 1004 BCE, when King David established Jerusalem as the capital of his kingdom, there has been a continuous Jewish presence in Jerusalem, the holiest city in Judaism. Following the building of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the designation of other holy sites by Constantine the Great in 333 CE, Jerusalem became a destination of Christian pilgrimages. During Umayyad rule from 661 to 750 CE, the Dome of the Rock and the Al Aqsa Mosque were built on the site where the Jewish Temples had once stood, and Jerusalem became the third holiest city in Islam.

Jews have constituted the largest ethnic group in Jerusalem since 1820. During the 19 years when Jordan occupied eastern Jerusalem and its holy sites (1948-1967), Jerusalem was divided. Jews were expelled from eastern Jerusalem and barred from visiting their holy places. 

As a result of the Six Day War, the entire city of Jerusalem and its holy sites came under Jewish control. Israel reunified the city, extending Israeli law, jurisdiction and administration to the parts previously occupied by Jordan. The Israeli Knesset passed laws to protect holy sites and ensure freedom of worship to all, and offered Israeli citizenship to Jerusalem’s Arab residents, most of whom declined. 

Since 1967, Jerusalem has become a focal point of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. In 1980, Israel passed the Basic Law: Jerusalem Capital of Israel, reaffirming the unified Jerusalem as its eternal, undivided capital. Palestinians insist Jerusalem must be the capital of their intended state.
If one looks at the Gentile Word from 1967 forward to this day, one will readily see a rapid demise of its morals, character and influence, whereas the Jewish world has steadily climbed since that date.  There are more Messianic Jews today than at any other time in History with the exception of the Early Church in AD 30-96.   God has opened and is opening the eyes of the Jews more and more to Spiritual Things and the Gentile Church world has become more and more blind since 1967.  1967 is the pivot point for the Spiritual, Secular, Moral, Intellectual, Political and Economic World for both Jew and Gentile.  

Churches prior to this date were filled, were spiritual, were sincere, and preached the Word of God.   Today they are building clubhouses, dance halls, and everything is geared to the pleasures of the Gentiles.  Jews are making Aliyah back to the Land, are building their Land, are more Spiritual than ever before, and it is all because the “Time of the Gentiles” would be ended with the time that Jerusalem was no longer trodden under foot of the Gentiles.   From 586 BC to 1967 Gentiles controlled Jerusalem.  On June 6, 1967, that ended when Israeli Paratroopers and the IDF Forces took the Old City of Jerusalem.

I was in Vietnam in 67-68 and well remember coming home to the “love children’ “Hippies” the “Drug Scene” the total moral decline of the United States and I really wondered did I catch the wrong plane or get into some type of time warp.  The world drastically changed during that 2 year period of time, and most of the change was after June 1967.  I challenge anyone to get their church denominational records and look at their decline since 1967.   

Once preaching in Milwaukee on the Subject of Zech 9:9, I had several Jews in my audience, and as I looked up they had tears rolling down their cheeks at the moving of God’s Spirit and revealing to them who this one was in Zechariah.  At the same time, my Gentile audience had the most puzzled look on their face as if to say, “What on earth are you talking about?”  I knew then, the door was closing on the Gentile and Opening once again for the Jew, fulfilling the passage in Romans 11 “Blindness is part is happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.” 

It is my opinion than something else happened at that time.  In 2:7, Thessalonians there is a strange passage and I will give several translations of it:

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth [will let], until he be taken out of the way. KJV

For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He* who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. NKJV

For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. NIV

I might add another translation to this passage, “For the Hidden things of a lawless, ungodly, rebellious society is already working at the present time but the one who is holding it down, and suppressing it and restraining it will continue to do so until he is taken out of the way and removed, at which time this lawlessness will flourish and rampage like a plague upon the earth”  (Author’s translation and interpretation from the Original Language)

When we look at the cold, indifferent, Laodicean Church World today, we can see this lawlessness at work and the “falling away” mention by Paul to Timothy.  We can readily see it in the ungodly society in which we live today, compared to prior 1967.  I do honestly believe and preach that the Holy Spirit is that One who held down this lawlessness.  I base this on John 16:7-10:  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  Of sin, because they believe not on me;  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.

I do not see how anyone could deny this passage above speaks of the Holy Spirit and His work, and it seems this clarifies who the one is in II Thess 2:7 that is at work holding down the lawlessness.  In light of the wickedness of this world, I think to anyone who will look, the Gentile world has run rampant with drugs, sex, socialism and immorality.  There is much talk today about Internet sex and internet predators.  Every television channel has paid programming which does nothing but advertise sex products and partners.  Homosexuality is not only legal but encouraged.  Our schools systems push the agenda of these things calling it “alternative life styles” and encouraging pre-marital sex by birth control and the murder of babies.  The world cries for “Rome” to take care of them.  Semantics has changed murder into “abortion” or “termination of pregnancy”  Dead babies have become “fetuses”.  Ungodly Sin in the eyes of the Eternal God has become acceptable in Society, and the people who serve God and Believe the Scriptures have become the “nuts, fruitcakes and misfits” of modern society—all since 1967.  Can anyone doubt this date is the pivot point which is slowly closing the church age, the gentile age and building the freeway to Armageddon and the end of this world as we know it.  We move closer and closer to the 70th Week of Daniel, a Jewish Week, of Seven Years which we call the Tribulation, determined upon the Jewish People.


It is truly the time when men have rejected the truth and heaped to themselves teachers, having itching ears.  It is absolutely the falling away prophesied by Paul.  The church world today of New Testament Churches are living in most difficult times.  It is a time when we must remain on the front, against overwhelming odds, and hold our position on the Rock of Ages, and stand on the Word of the Eternal God against all.  We must remain faithful with a faithful few and be prepared for fewer and fewer to come to Christ in this Gentile world.
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