During our war of 1861, ex-slave Frederick Douglass observed, "There are at the present moment, many colored men in the Confederate Army doing duty not only as cooks, servants and laborers, but as real soldiers, having muskets on their shoulders and bullets in their pockets, ready to shoot down...and do all that soldiers may do to destroy the Federal government."

Professor Edward Smith, Director of American Studies at American University, Lead Study for the Smithsonian Institute, and a proud African American, says "Stonewall Jackson had 3,000 fully-equipped black troops fully integrated throughout his corps at Antietam - the war's bloodiest battle." Dr. Smith says "between 60,000 and 93,000 blacks served the Confederacy in some capacity. These black Confederate soldiers no more fought to preserve slavery than their successors fought WWI and WWII to preserve Jim Crow and segregation. They fought because their homeland was attacked."

Dr. Lewis Steiner, a Union Sanitary Commission employee who lived through the Confederate occupation of Frederick, Maryland said, "Most of the Negroes ... were manifestly an integral portion of the Southern Confederacy Army." Erwin L. Jordan's book "Black Confederates and Afro- Yankees in Civil War Virginia" cites eyewitness accounts of the Antietam campaign of "armed blacks in rebel columns bearing rifles, sabers, and knives and carrying knapsacks and haversacks." After the Battle of Seven Pines in June 1862, Union soldiers said that "two black Confederate regiments not only fought but showed no mercy to the Yankee dead or wounded whom they mutilated, murdered and robbed."

As Dr. Walter Williams, a distinguished professor and proud African America, recently pointed out...and I quote: "In April 1861, a Petersburg, Virginia newspaper proposed 'three cheers for the patriotic free Negroes of Lynchburg' after 70 blacks offered 'to act in whatever capacity may be assigned to them' in defense of Virginia. Erwin L. Jordan cites one case where a captured group of white slave owners and blacks were offered freedom if they would take an oath of allegiance to the United States. One free black indignantly replied, "I cain't take no such of as dat. I'm a secesh nigger." A slave in the group upon learning that his master refused to take the oath said, "I can't take no oath dat Massa won't take." A second slave said, "I ain't going out here on no dishonorable terms." One of the slave owners took the oath but his slave, who didn't take the oath, returning to Virginia under a flag of truce, expressed disgust at his master's disloyalty saying, "Massa had no principles."

Sir, it was Horace Greeley that, in pointing out some differences between the two warring armies, said: "For more than two years, Negroes have been extensively employed in belligerent operations by the Confederacy. They have been embodied and drilled as rebel soldiers and had paraded with white troops at a time when this would not have been tolerated in the armies of the Union." General Nathan Bedford Forrest had both slaves and freemen serving in units under his command. After the war, General Forrest said of the black men who served under him "These boys stayed with me ... and better Confederates did not live."

It was not just Southern generals who owned slaves - northern generals owned them as well. A good example is General Ulysses Grant; his's slaves had to await until the Thirteenth Amendment for freedom. When asked why he didn't free his slaves earlier, Grant snidely relied, "Good help is so hard to come by these days." Grant served under the U.S. flag.

These are but a few documented examples of the important role that blacks served, both as slaves and freemen in the Confederacy during the War Between the States.

Official Records, Series I, Vol XVI Part I, pg. 805 records: "There
were also quite a number of negroes attached to the Texas and Georgia troops,
who were armed and equipped, and took part in the several engagements with my
forces during the day." The 85th Indiana Volunteer Infantry reported to the
Indianapolis Daily Evening Gazette that on 5 March 1863: "During the fight
the [artillery] battery in charge of the 85th Indiana [Volunteer Infantry] was
attacked by " two rebel negro regiments".


A Report from Vicksburg
The tunnel had been driven, the magazine exploded, and the fort demolished. The long agony of Confederate suspense was over. The desperate effort of the Union commander to force his column through the breach had failed. The heaps of his dead and wounded, more than a thousand in number, piled in that narrow space, had given to this spot among his surviving men the name of "Logan's Slaughter Pen." In the terrific explosion a Confederate negro, who chanced to be in the fort at the time, was thrown a considerable distance toward the Union line without being fatally hurt. Picking himself up half dead, half alive, he found around him the Union soldiers moving on the smoking crater. 

"How did you get here?" he was asked. 

"Don't know, boss. Yestidy I was in de Confed'acy; but, bless de Lawd, last night somethin' busted and blowed me plum' into de Union."


