HERMENEUTICS


There are many methods used in the interpretation of Scripture.  Hermeneutics is one of the sciences of interpretation.  Some of the methods of hermeneutical interpretation are:

1.
THE  DISPENSATIONAL  PRINCIPLE – a method by which dispensations of time or eras are used to interpret the Scripture.

2.
THE  COVENANTAL  PRINCIPLE – a process of interpretation by which the different Covenants of Scripture along with the persons whom they apply are studied.

3.
THE  ETHNIC  DIVISION – the principle by which   the Word of Truth is rightly divided in relation to the three classes of which it treats:  Jew, Gentile and Church.

4.
THE  DISCRIMINATION  PRINCIPLE – that principle by which the Scripture is divided so as to make a distinction where God makes a difference.

5.
THE  PREDICTIVE  PRINCIPLE – the process by which 
Scripture is studied and interpreted from the standpoint of Prophetical information, and the application of those predictions.

6.
THE  APPLICATION  PRINCIPLE – the principle by which an application of truth may be made, only after 
the correct interpretation has been learned.  It is usually presented in the form of statement, interpretation, illustration and application.

7.
THE  TYPICAL  PRINCIPLE – interpretation of Scripture from the standpoint of the various types presented, and the things to which these types point.

8.
THE  FIRST  MENTION  PRINCIPLE – the principle by which God indicates in the first mention of a subject, the truth which that subject stands connected in the mind of God.

9.
THE  PROGRESSIVE  MENTION  PRINCIPLE – the principle by which God makes the revelation of any 
given truth, increasingly clear as the Word proceeds to its consummation.

10.
THE  FULL  MENTION  PRINCIPLE – is a method of study which interprets Scripture in light of everything God has declared on a particular subject.  Somewhere in Scripture God will have gathered all the fragments of a particular truth into one exhaustive statement.

11.
THE  CONTEXT  PRINCIPLE – the principle which God gives light upon a subject through either near or remote passages bearing upon that theme.

12.
THE  AGREEMENT  PRINCIPLE – the principle under 
which the truthfulness and faithfulness of God become the guarantee that He will not set forth any passage in His Word which is contradictive to any other passage.

13.
THE  DIRECT  STATEMENT  PRINCIPLE – the method of interpretation in which the interpreter lets Scripture say what it means and mean what it says.

14.
THE  REPETITION  PRINCIPLE – utilizes the idea that God repeats some truth or subject already given, generally with the addition of details not previously given.

15.
THE  CHRISTO-CENTRIC  PRINCIPLE – is that principle by which God shows:  (1) the mind of Deity is eternally centered in Christ;  (2)  all angelic thought and ministry is centered in Christ;  (3)  all Satanic hatred and subtlety are centered at Christ;  (4)  all human hopes are, and human occupation should be, centered in Christ;  (5)  the whole material universe in creation is centered in Christ;  and  (6)  the entire written word is centered in



Christ.


16.
THE  NUMERICAL  PRINCIPLE – a principle by which 
Scripture is interpreted in light of numerics.

METHODS OF SERMONIZING OR HOMILETICS:


Some of the methods of sermonizing are:


1.
THE  TOPICAL  EXPOSITORY  METHOD – which



is considered one of the most effective methods.  It

is also referred to as explanatory preaching, and means
to take each part separately and explain what it is and/or what it does.  It has as its mechanics, the meaning of the subject, the elements of the subject and the logical arrangement of those elements.

2.
THE  PERSUASIVE  METHOD – is a method by which one takes a subject and determines what he wants to prove relative to it, finds the reason why the thing or things are true, and then assembles the evidence in a logical arrangement to prove his points.


3.
THE  QUESTION  METHOD – simply asks questions

such as who, what, when, where, why and how.  It then proceeds to answer those questions from a Scriptural standpoint.

4.
THE  ANALOGY  METHOD – is a method whereas the likeness or parallels between two subjects are compared.


5.
THE  SYNTHESIS  METHOD – is a composition or

combination of the parts of a subject into a whole idea.  It is the culmination of material arranged in a logical order, and then expounded upon.

6.
THE  ANALYSIS  METHOD – is the finding of all the Bible material on a given subject, the taking down or apart of each part, the examination of the same and the assembly of the parts into a whole again.

7. THE  COMMENTARY  METHOD-

is the observation of a text in its proper context, and the use of the outstanding thoughts in the text as topics for discussion or comment.

8) There is also the use of  THEORY  in preaching or in interpretation.  A theory is nothing more than a supposition based on AVAILABLE data, which may or may not be supported by FACT.  Therefore, a theory is an UNPROVED  SUPPOSITION.  It is a mere proposition based on some face, supposition or assumption.  Theory is many times good to provoke thought among an audience, but one must be cautious to clarify he is merely stating a theory and that said theory may or may not be true.

There are many methods of Bible interpretation.  A man must find and use those methods which are comfortable to and suited to him.  In addition, he must use those which can most effectively communicated the information he has culminated together into a sermon.
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