Agreement:The subject of a verb must always "agree" with the verb. A pronoun and a verb are said to "agree" if they have the same person and number. In other words, if both the pronoun and the verb are talking about "I", they agree; if they are both talking about "we" they agree; if they are both talking about "you all" they agree; if they are both talking about "she" they agree, etc.
"Say I, not the Lord". Note that the pronoun can occur before or after the verb. In English, word order is a very important clue to finding the subject of a verb, but in Greek you can not rely on word order. If a pronoun located near a verb is nominative, and it agrees with the verb, then it is likely to be the subject of that verb.

Observe these verbs:Note that the Greek uses only one word, , to say "he sees", and only one word, , to say "you see". The endings for these verbs tell you who is doing the seeing, so there is no need to add the words "he" or "you". This is true to some extent for English as well; in the English translations: "he sees", but "you see". However, in English, many verb forms are the same: "I see", "you see", "we see", "they see", so the verb form "see" doesn't tell you whether "I", "you", or "we" is doing the seeing. Greek verbs have a unique ending for each, so you know exactly who is doing the seeing.

Words like "I", "we", "you", and "they" are called pronouns. Greek tends to leave out pronouns, since you already know who it is if you look at the verb. When a pronoun appears in Greek, the sentence is emphasizing who it is that is doing the action.

Here are some things you should make sure you understand:

· The Greek ending tells exactly who is seeing. 

· The same ending is used for he, she, or it. 

· The first person is the person (or people) who is talking: "I" or "we". The second person is the person who is being addressed: "you" or "you all". The third person is someone they are talking about: "him", "her", "it", or "they". 

· Singular means one person: "I", "you", "him", "her", "it". Plural means more than one: "we", they", "you all". 

· Modern English does not have separate form for the second person plural. We are using "you all" when we say "you" to address more than one person as a group. This is the way the phrase is used in some dialects of English. (An aside: the Little Greek lives in North Carolina, where "y'all" can be used to address one person in some local dialects. In these dialects, "all y'all" can be used to address a group. Language can be confusing...) 

· King James English used "thou" for the second person singular, and "you" for the second person plural. In general. This distinction has been lost in modern English. Incidentally, "thou" was never a special form of address reserved for God and for kings. The people who say that know neither Greek nor older forms of English.

RECOMMENDED STUDIES AND BOOKS FOR YOUR PERSONAL LIBRARY

Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics - An Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament" by Daniel B. Wallace

1. The book that I have used and enjoyed very much in my earlier days of studying Greek grammar is "A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament" by H.E.Dana and Julius R.Mantey published by MacMillian Company. (It is usually referred to as 'Dana and Mantey'). Even though some parts are a little outdated, I feel it is a very good book and still use it often"A New Short Grammar of the Greek New Testament" by A.T.Robertson and W.Hershey Davis". This is also a  good intermediate Greek grammar book. 

2. "A Grammar of the New Testament: A Workbook Approach to Intermediate Grammar" by Curtis Vaughn and Virtus E. Gideon. 

3. "Lexical Aids for Students of New Testament Greek" by Bruce M. Metzger. Excellent for vocabulary building and classification. 

4. "A Concise Exegetical Grammar of New Testament Greek" by J. Harold Greenlee. I have used this book almost exclusively for its excellent (but very short) explanation of the different uses of the Greek participle. 

5. "Intermediate New Testament Greek: A Linguistic and Exegetical Approach" by Richard A. Young. 

1. "A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical Research" by A.T.Robertson. The preface to "Dana and Mantey" (above) says about this book: "...in 1914 appeared that stupendous work, so far superior to every preceding effort in the entire field... This book is, and is probably for a long time to remain, the unrivaled standard in its realm." This is truly quite a phenomenal work, but get ready for a LOT OF DETAIL. Because it is so exhaustive, it is usually not so practical to use in a casual way. 

2. "Grammar of New Testament Greek" (four volumes) by J.H.Moulton, (W.F.Howard, and N.Turner). Volume 4 (Style) provides a great comparison of the Greek writing style of the different New Testament authors.  

3. "Idioms of the Greek New Testament" by Stanley E. Porter. 

4. "A Greek Grammar of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature" by F.Blass and A.Debrunner, Translated and Edited by R.W.Funk. 

5. "An Idiom Book of New Testament Greek" by C.F.D. Moule. 

6. "Syntax of the Moods and Tenses in New Testament Greek" by Ernest De Witt Burton. 

D. Greek Morphology
    (See here for a definition of 'morphology')
1.  * "The Analytical Lexicon to the Greek New Testament" by William D. Mounce. This book is a great reference for finding the meaning and lexical form of any Greek word that you may come across in reading the New Testament. Look up the form you find; it will tell you what Greek word it comes from. A great tool! 

2. "Morphology of Biblical Greek" by William D. Mounce. If you have ever wanted to know WHY a certain Greek word is formed the way it is, chances are that you will find it here. Mounce tries to give all the patterns for forming Greek words. If you learn the patterns for morphology, other forms won't look for foreign to you. A great advanced book. 

 

