CHURCH DISCIPLINE 

Introduction:
The word “discipline” comes from the same word as “disciple” and is from the Greek word “Matheo” which means to “teach”.  When a church seeks to punish someone and does not have teaching or discipling in mind, their discipline is not valid.  All church discipline must be performed with the view in mind to restore the erring brother, and with a genuine love for that person.  If this is not done, the discipline means nothing.  You do not discipline someone, to “protect your name, or to protect the church” .  The church is protected by the Lord of the Church, who promised the gates of hell would never prevail against it.  You discipline someone to restore them to spiritual and church fellowship.  There are in Scripture Four types of Offenses mentioned, which may require discipline.  In all cases brethren should keep in mind the passage, “If a man be overtaken (caught in the act) in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself, left thou also be tempted.” (Gal 6:1).

I. The attitude of the church in Discipline:

A. Gal 6:2-1

II. Personal Offenses—that is, offenses between two brethren

A.  Matt 18:15-18   “If thy brother sin against thee…” 

1. You are to go and tell him the fault between the two of you….In the parallel passages to this in the four Gospels,  It is stated that “If you sin against your brother…go to him.”

III
Public Offenses—things are publicly known.  


A.
I Cor 5   

Note:  If it is a private matter and then someone gossips to make it public, it is still a private matter.

IV. Heresy  Titus 3:10

V. Discord in the Church

A. Acts 20:28-pp

B. II Thess 3:6

C. Rom 16:17   

