INTERPRETATION   OF  SCRIPTURE

When studying and interpreting Scripture, one must have a working knowledge and understand the following terms.  Therefore, these terms shall be elaborated upon first.  The terms are:


 1.
Interpolation


 2.
Translation


 3.
Transliteration


 4.
Philosophy


 5.
Theology


 6.
Opinionation


 7.
Interpretation


 8.
Application


 9.
Theory

           10.
Recitation

           11.
Communication


These terms are many times confused synonymously used and assimilated together, the result of this union being misinterpretation and misapplication of Scripture.

1)
INTERPOLATION is the inserting of material into the Scriptures, which were not originally found there in the most ancient manuscripts.  Examples of these are:


 1.
Mark 16:9-20  which were not found in the most 



ancient manuscripts.


2.
Romans 8:1  “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus WHO WALK NOT AFTER THE FLESH BUT AFTER THE SPIRIT.”  



(The last ten words have been interpolated).


Another example of interpolation is the italicized words in the King James Version of the Bible.  In it, one will find many words italicized, which are italicized to let the reader know the translators were honest enough to say, “We supplied these words…they were not in the manuscripts from which we translated.”  Because of this, the italicized words cannot be considered to be a part of the original Word of God, and should not be dogmatically relied upon as a proof for a doctrine.

2)
TRANSLATION  is the carrying of a language from the tongue of one people (in which it was first communicated) to another language of another people.  Translation must also carry forth the language in such a way, that when the thought arrives in the new language, it is in the same context and understood in the very same way as it was in its original language
3)
The next term to be considered is TRANSLITERATION.
Transliteration is the taking of a word out of one language, and literally carrying it over into another, merely translating the letters of the world into the letters of the new language, thus creating a new word in the second language.


EXAMPLE:



Greek:                         (Baptizo)



Transliteration:
B-A-P-T-I-Z-O



Translation:

Dip, submerge

4)
Another term, PHILOSOPHY, is a combined form of two Greek words, s  (Philos) and  s  (Sophos).  These words respectively mean, “love” and “wisdom”.  The word therefore means, the “love of wisdom”.  This word is presently being confused with the word Theology.  Scripture declares the beginning of wisdom to be the knowledge of God;  hence, one who really knows wisdom will know God as this knowledge of Him is the cornerstone of wisdom.

5)
THEOLOGY  is from two other Greek words, s (Theos) and  s (Logos), meaning “God” and “Word”.  Theology is therefore the word about God, or the study of God.  One can readily see there is a vast difference between philosophy and theology.  One is simply NOT the other.

6)
OPINIONATION  is merely one’s idea of what something is, was, will become, or one’s ideas about the attributes of a given subject.  One may have the opinion that he is above the law, nonetheless, his opinion does not abrogate the law.  Nor does it alleviate his responsibility toward that law, to obey it.  He may have many and varied opinions about God, but God is not bound by man’s opinion of Him.  Nor, is man freed from his responsibility to His God because in his OPINION God would not require it of him.  Opinion is what a man sees as right in his own eyes, or what he sees as truth, from his own point of view, but OPINION IS NOT FACT;  hence it must be SEPARATED  from fact when one searches for truth.

7)
The next terminology is the term INTERPRETATION.  It is hoped this will clarify exactly what interpretation is, and the great difference between interpretation and opinion.  Paul said to Timothy:


“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a


workman that needeth not to be ashamed,


rightly dividing the word of truth.”


There are four things necessary to INTERPRET Scripture:


1.
Knowledge


2.
Intelligence


3.
Experience


4.
Ability to separate fact from fiction


Interpretation is not mere communication, but rather EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION of a message from a source to an audience by way of a channel.  It is accomplished when:


1.
The source transmits the message.

2. The message is received.

3. There is no “noise” which will cloud or interfere with the message.


4.
The message is understood in the exact same way

in which it was meant to be understood.  That is the audience received exactly the message the source intended and understood it exactly as he intended they should.


To do this, the receiver must consider the message in view of its context and circumstance.


The end result is the audience receives the messages in the precise and exact same way the source INTENDED for them to receive it.  This cannot be done without the four necessities and nine considerations of interpretation.


Finally, there must be an application of what is interpreted, or an appeal made to the interpretation.

The rules of application are:


1.
It must be applied to a like situation or circumstance.


2.
It must be applied to a similar audience.


3.
It must be applied for a similar reason.


4.
It must be applied with a similar result in mind.


The simple rule of thumb would be “likes to likes.

HERMENEUTICS


There are many methods used in the interpretation of Scripture.  Hermeneutics is one of the sciences of interpretation.  Some of the methods of hermeneutical interpretation are:

1.
THE  DISPENSATIONAL  PRINCIPLE – a method by which dispensations of time or eras are used to interpret the Scripture.

2.
THE  COVENANTAL  PRINCIPLE – a process of interpretation by which the different Covenants of Scripture along with the persons whom they apply are studied.

3.
THE  ETHNIC  DIVISION – the principle by which   the Word of Truth is rightly divided in relation to the three classes of which it treats:  Jew, Gentile and Church.

4.
THE  DISCRIMINATION  PRINCIPLE – that principle by which the Scripture is divided so as to make a distinction where God makes a difference.

5.
THE  PREDICTIVE  PRINCIPLE – the process by which 
Scripture is studied and interpreted from the standpoint of Prophetical information, and the application of those predictions.

6.
THE  APPLICATION  PRINCIPLE – the principle by which an application of truth may be made, only after 
the correct interpretation has been learned.  It is usually presented in the form of statement, interpretation, illustration and application.

7.
THE  TYPICAL  PRINCIPLE – interpretation of Scripture from the standpoint of the various types presented, and the things to which these types point.

8.
THE  FIRST  MENTION  PRINCIPLE – the principle by which God indicates in the first mention of a subject, the truth which that subject stands connected in the mind of God.

9.
THE  PROGRESSIVE  MENTION  PRINCIPLE – the principle by which God makes the revelation of any 
given truth, increasingly clear as the Word proceeds to its consummation.

10.
THE  FULL  MENTION  PRINCIPLE – is a method of study which interprets Scripture in light of everything God has declared on a particular subject.  Somewhere in Scripture God will have gathered all the fragments of a particular truth into one exhaustive statement.

11.
THE  CONTEXT  PRINCIPLE – the principle which God gives light upon a subject through either near or remote passages bearing upon that theme.

12.
THE  AGREEMENT  PRINCIPLE – the principle under 
which the truthfulness and faithfulness of God become the guarantee that He will not set forth any passage in His Word which is contradictive to any other passage.

13.
THE  DIRECT  STATEMENT  PRINCIPLE – the method of interpretation in which the interpreter lets Scripture say what it means and mean what it says.

14.
THE  REPETITION  PRINCIPLE – utilizes the idea that God repeats some truth or subject already given, generally with the addition of details not previously given.

15.
THE  CHRISTO-CENTRIC  PRINCIPLE – is that principle by which God shows:  (1) the mind of Deity is eternally centered in Christ;  (2)  all angelic thought and ministry is centered in Christ;  (3)  all Satanic hatred and subtlety are centered at Christ;  (4)  all human hopes are, and human occupation should be, centered in Christ;  (5)  the whole material universe in creation is centered in Christ;  and  (6)  the entire written word is centered in



Christ.


16.
THE  NUMERICAL  PRINCIPLE – a principle by which 
Scripture is interpreted in light of numerics.

METHODS OF SERMONIZING OR HOMILETICS:


Some of the methods of sermonizing are:


1.
THE  TOPICAL  EXPOSITORY  METHOD – which



is considered one of the most effective methods.  It

is also referred to as explanatory preaching, and means
to take each part separately and explain what it is and/or what it does.  It has as its mechanics, the meaning of the subject, the elements of the subject and the logical arrangement of those elements.

2.
THE  PERSUASIVE  METHOD – is a method by which one takes a subject and determines what he wants to prove relative to it, finds the reason why the thing or things are true, and then assembles the evidence in a logical arrangement to prove his points.


3.
THE  QUESTION  METHOD – simply asks questions

such as who, what, when, where, why and how.  It then proceeds to answer those questions from a Scriptural standpoint.

4.
THE  ANALOGY  METHOD – is a method whereas the likeness or parallels between two subjects are compared.


5.
THE  SYNTHESIS  METHOD – is a composition or

combination of the parts of a subject into a whole idea.  It is the culmination of material arranged in a logical order, and then expounded upon.

6.
THE  ANALYSIS  METHOD – is the finding of all the Bible material on a given subject, the taking down or apart of each part, the examination of the same and the assembly of the parts into a whole again.

7. THE  COMMENTARY  METHOD-

is the observation of a text in its proper context, and the use of the outstanding thoughts in the text as topics for discussion or comment.

8) There is also the use of  THEORY  in preaching or in interpretation.  A theory is nothing more than a supposition based on AVAILABLE data, which may or may not be supported by FACT.  Therefore, a theory is an UNPROVED  SUPPOSITION.  It is a mere proposition based on some face, supposition or assumption.  Theory is many times good to provoke thought among an audience, but one must be cautious to clarify he is merely stating a theory and that said theory may or may not be true.

There are many methods of Bible interpretation.  A man must find and use those methods which are comfortable to and suited to him.  In addition, he must use those which can most effectively communicated the information he has culminated together into a sermon.

THE LAWS OF TEACHING


In order to present one’s interpretation, one must be a teacher, that is, A TEACHER IS ONE WHO  IS  ABLE  TO  IMPART  A  TRUTH  TO  A  STUDENT  IN SUCH  A  WAY  THAT  IT  MOTIVATES  THE  LEARNER  TO  BE  CONVINCED  OF  THAT  TRUTH  TO  THE  POINT HE  IS  IN  FACT  PRACTICING  THAT  TRUTH.


There are Seven Laws of Teaching which one should familiarize himself with, if he desires to be an expounder or interpreter of Scripture.


The laws are:

1)
The Law of the Teacher:
The teacher must be one who knows the lesson or truth to be taught.

2)
The Law of the Learner:



The learner is one who attends with interest to the lesson.

3)
The Law of the Language:
The language used as a medium between the teacher and learner must be common to both.

4)
The Lesson Must be Mastered:
The lesson to be mastered must be explicable in terms of truth already known by the learner—THE  UNKNOWN must be explained by means of the known.

5) Teaching is arousing and using the pupil’s mind to grasp the desired thought or to master the desired art.

6) Learning is thinking into one’s own understanding a new idea or truth or working into habit a new art or skill.

7)
The test and proof of teaching done – the finishing and fastening process – must be a reviewing, rethinking, reknowing, reproducing, and applying 
of the material that has been taught, the knowledge and ideals and arts that have been communicated.


It is hoped these things above will clarify many terms used today and that by doing so, will encourage the reader to rightly divide the Word of Truth, unashamedly, because he has studied to show himself approved unto God.


“The things you have learned commit to faithful men,


that they may be able to teach others also.”

THE  PRESENTATION  OF  THE  TRUTH


A  STRAIGHT  APPROACH   in presentation of truth is presenting the facts about an event in the order of their importance and involves the elements of “who, what, when, where, why and how”.  It involves identification, location, specification and the instrumentation of those facts which make up the event.  It may also involve a “tie-back” which is some prior event having some effect upon the present event, or vice versa.  It may involve a “tie-in” in that other information concerning other events taking place need to be mentioned.  A tie-back deals with the past, and a tie-in deals with the present.


The story or event may also be an advance to another which is yet future.


In the presentation of Bible truth, one will find that much of the Bible involves tie-back, tie-in and advance, or that every event is related to some past event and to some future event, in some way.  Therefore, the presenter of truth must bring out these things to his audience in order for them to fully comprehend the meaning and understanding of a particular event.


An example of this is the Passover meal.  It ties back to the Israelites’ bondage in Egypt, and ties in to their remembering their great Jehovah God who delivered them, and yet it is an advance for the Christ, who as the Lamb of God poured out his blood that God might pass his judgment over those in the bondage of sin.  It also ties back to the story of Joseph and how he was sold into slavery.  The story ties back to Abraham and the time when God told him His seed would be treated evil for four hundred years.  All of these events relate to one another, and in order to present the truth about Passover, one must bring out all these events.


The second method of presenting truth is what is called the  “FEATURE”.  A feature is a story that has to be told, because of its human interest.  It is a story that will grab the interest of the hearer immediately, because of its uniqueness.  It is usually new, odd, unusual and relative to the hearer.


To sum up the difference between the two, one is urged to look at the story of Jesus and the demoniac of Gadara.  A straight news study would simply report that a Gadarene maniac had been cured of his illness, five thousand hogs had perished in the sea, and a man had been thrown out of town.  A feature story would go into the details of the Gadarene maniac, and the compassion of the Saviour, the coldness of the city, the power of demon spirits, and the power of Christ over the demons of hell and His power to transform a human life into meaning, rest, peace and purpose.  It might read:  “The screams of the Demoniac of Gadara will no longer wail across the night air, and filter into the windows of the Gadara Hilton.  No longer will your chariots have to race full speed through the graveyard, on the way to the Gadara Yacht landing.  No longer will the teenagers be afraid to walk the streets at night.  The Maniac, the demoniac is no more.  He met Jesus the Messiah yesterday, and is totally cured, delivered, and fully clothed.  He is in his right mind and no longer cuts himself with stones and cries out.  The man who could not be tamed by the the citizens of Gadara has been tamed by the Savior of Galilee!”


There are ten elements which make a news story news, and these ten are important in presenting the relationship between the truth that is known and the persons to whom it pertains.


IMMEDIACY – this is something which has just happened.

An event occurring a year ago, and being reported or presented now, has lost the element of surprise, 
or immediacy.


PROXIMITY – the nearness of an event to the reader, or


listener and how closely it touches his life.

CONSEQUENCES – presents the effect that truth is going


to have on an audience.

CONFLICT – presents one thing pitted against another,                     and gives a blow by blow account of the battle.


ODDITY – the usual or strange aspect of the truth being 


presented.

SEX – is sometimes the biggest single element in presentation of truth, or at least it appears so.  Notice,” when a minister speaks on short shorts, bathing suits,  low 

cut blouses, or miniskirts”.  Survey how much was  retained by the audience, and then survey again when he speaks on another subject such as the rapture, or 
eternal security, and one will see the first group made the audience listen more.  Because of this, a minister must be over cautious in such a presentation, to present clearly, concisely and precisely what he is trying to present.  To do otherwise is in poor taste.

EMOTION – is usually that element which will arouse human interest in some truth being presented.  It may range from a good tear jerker to a rollicking farce.

PROMINENCE – is the one-word way of saying some 

important person, or big name is in the news, or is in 


the particular presentation of truth.

SUSPENSE – the suspense element is the presentation of  truth in such a way as to give a week by week, or day by day account of an event.  An example is a “Thru the Bible” event, or “Preaching through a book”.  It is usually called soap opera sermons in that the audience must 
tune in again the next week to find out what is going to happen.  It always leaves the audience hanging in the air, and unable to wait and find out what will happen next.  It is a great builder for Sunday Evening services.


PROGRESS – involves a steady flow of information about a

subject in building.  That is, the detailed account of the construction of a thing, person or place.  An example of the progress element is the book of Ezra or Nehemiah.


There are Four Methods used in gathering information to present truth:  

Observation

Conversation

Research

Interviews


OBSERVATION  is actually seeing an event take place.  A skilled observer will use his senses as the reference for his notebook.  He tries to take in all the information he can and then edits before presentation.


CONVERSATION  involves dialogue and interview.  It involves injecting oneself into a situation and asking why, who, what, when, where and how.  This is an excellent method to use in Scripture, by mentally injecting oneself into a situation recorded in the Bible, ask the questions and then search for the answers.


RESEARCH  is the digging out of information from accumulated files, notes, reference works and data.

INTERVIEW:  To obtain the facts about something or someone, the responsible speaker will  INTERVIEW.  To do this the interviewer will:

1.
Know what he wants, know how to dig or research for this, and will be alive, interested and curious in his search.

2.
He will prepare himself by looking into the background of the subject.

3.
He will be receptive to other ideas and presentations on the subject.


4.
He will be careful to record the facts accurately AND


in their proper context, and in an unbiased manner.


5.
He will study his subject, in order to be specific,



authoritative and accurate in his presentation.


6.
He will present the facts.  In doing so, if they




confirm his position, he must remain 




unbiased, unprejudiced and refrain from




an “I told you so” attitude.  If they ruin




his position, he must still be honest enough




to present the facts.


When men are concerned about preserving the truth, interpretation of truth and the presentation of truth, the truth will survive for future generations.  One may not agree with the truth, one may be hurt by the truth, but that truth must be presented, and must be faced.

FOUR THEORIES OF THE PRESS:

THE AUTHORITARIAN THEORY:  This theory is practiced in countries like England, and has the philosophy that the truth needs to be presented, but you need to have some type of authority to determine whether you are speaking the truth, and to make sure you meet the “official” guidelines set forth by the government.  Their answer to this is a license, to license the journalist or speaker by the state.  In other words, the State determines whether the truth is being spoken.

THE SOVIET THEORY:  You are free to print the truth but the State has already determined what the truth is, and you must print that.

THE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY THEORY:  You need a committee or watchdog of some sort to make sure you are printing the truth

THE LIBERTARIAN THEORY:  Leave all the journalists alone and let each speak and print the truth as he sees it, from all the writers and speakers and all their conversations, the truth will emerge.

By far, the Libertarian Theory is the best for the Theological World.  Ministers should never be afraid to have what they believe put on trial.  If it is right, it will do no harm, and if not, it needs to be changed.  So much, in the Church world, the “Truth” has already been determined by Hierarchies, Bishops, Pastors, Teachers, Churches and Associations.  And, they are paranoid to have anyone dare raise any question regarding those truths!  The fear alone shows their insecurity in what they believe.  

UNDERSTANDING YOUR AUDIENCE:

Try to understand the ethnic, social and psychological makeup of the audience you are speaking or writing to.  Many, many church members go into church with a psychosis that they are to be “flogged” from the pulpit for their sins, and the “flogging” is a purification rite, whereas they can be purged from the sins preceding them, only to go out and have more proceed them.  These people are the sado-masochists of the church world.  They have to be psychologically, mentally and spiritually “beaten” in order to say, “I’ve been to church.”  They are the crowd which judges a preacher to be good or bad by how much he rants and raves and screams and yells.  

Others, you can look at and bring them to tears and anxiety.  These are the “little children” who are desperately afraid they have done something wrong, and fear for their lives of making a mistake or committing a sin.  

Still others have to constantly point out what they did, so you can brag on them, and tell them they are just a little bit better or a little bit smarter than all the other kids in the pew.  

Others are always coming to you with all their problems and they want you to know they carry the weight of the world on their shoulders.  No one else has quite as much load, and yet in spite of it all, they are there.

Some come to you and they are always telling you how great you are, and that you are somehow better than any other minister they have ever met, you are more intelligent, more understanding, and have a grasp on life that no one else has.  

Beware all these positions and remember as Dr. Leo Causey said, “Adults are just grown up children.”

They are His sheep and His lambs and somehow we must feed them the proper nourishment, milk and meat of the Word of God.  We must teach them to grow up and be mature adult responsible Christians and Children of God.

STEPS IN SERVICE TO GOD:

There are four steps in real service to God, and people generally will fall into one of the four categories mentioned below:

The first is Service Out of Fear.  They are afraid if they don’t serve him, He will kill their children, burn down their house, take their job, give them the plagues of Egypt, or strike them with some dreaded disease.  Everything they do for God is motivated by fear.   

The second step is Service Out of Expectation of Some Reward.  They give a tithe and immediately begin to say, “Okay, I gave my 10 percent, now give me back 200 percent.”  They witness so they can have a star in their crown.  They go to church so they can get a reward in heaven.  Everything is reward and profit motivated.

The third step is Service Out of Sense of Duty.  Everything they do is because it is their duty.  “I have to do it because it is my duty to do so” is their battle cry.

The Last Step is Service Out of Love.  They serve God, go to church, read their Bible, Tithe, Pray, because they Love God, love his work, love his church, love his children, love the lost, love their families, love their friends, and love work of a child of God.

To bring this in a better context, suppose a man had a son, who would only do something because he feared his father would kill him if he didn’t?  Or, would only do for his father because he wanted some money in return?  Or, would only do it, because it was his duty as a son?  Or, he did all he could because he loved his dad!  Which one would the father be proud of?

Consider how your audience approaches worship of the Lord, and bring them up in your preaching to the highest steps of a Christian Walk.  This is the duty of a minister of God, and our duty as ambassadors of the Christ.

RECOGNIZE THE CONSEQUENCE OF WHAT YOU PREACH:


Sometimes we fail to realize the far reaching consequences of what we say.  A good example of this is the often heard comment we do not have to keep the Law or the Ten Commandments, that we are free from them.  Now I am perfectly aware that Jesus took the Law out of the way and nailed it to his cross, and blotted out handwriting of ordinances which was against us, etc; that we are “New Testament” Saints and under the law of the New Testament.  However, when you teach someone it is alright to totally disregard the Sabbath, and treat it like any other day, (whether you observe it on Saturday or Sunday), then you have just taught someone it is alright to disregard a law which God gave to his people.  If it is alright to break that law, then it is equally alright to break any other.  This is why our children today dishonor their parents, and why society in general has no respect for that wonderful foundation of morality, which we call the Ten Commandments.  Teach people to respect them and obey them,  all of them.  I rather suspect that even the dietary laws of business laws of the Old Testament are good and wholesome laws.  I have often wondered what would happen, if a group of dieticians were to take the laws of diet and experiment in some lab with 100 humans.  Have them strictly follow those dietary laws for a few years.   I suspect their health would improve greatly.  More and more, medical science with all the other sciences are finding out the Bible is right about so many, many things.   


The book we preach and teach is Unique and Different.  It is living and can transform lives.  If you don’t believe it is different, walk out in any public place with one in plain view and see the reaction you get as compared to Reader’s Digest or some other book.


Last of all, pastors must realize they have been given tremendous and awesome power and responsibility.  By power I mean “authority” from God.  We are his “Divine Spokesmen” going forth with authority from the King of all Kings and saying “Hear Ye…Hear Ye…Hear Ye.”  “The King has decreed…”

With that goes a very tremendous responsibility.  We must stand and give account to Him one day for how we conducted ourselves and how we took care of his “Jewels”, His “Lambs”, His “Sheep” His “Peculiar Treasure”.  If a pastor will contemplate this before preaching and teaching, he will go into the pulpit with a solemn resolve to do the King’s bidding; with an understanding that he must preach the ideal and live with the real; with a realization that he must learn to be like Jesus and love those who sometimes are unlovable; teach those who oppose themselves, and must ever guard against any wolf, from without or within trying to destroy the flock.
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