BLESSINGS


The Candles — The First Blessing

Praised are You, 
Our God, Ruler of the universe, 
Who made us holy through Your commandments 
and commanded us 
to kindle the Hannukah lights. 





The Second Blessing 

Praised are You,
Our God, Ruler of the universe,
Who performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors
in those ancient days
at this season.







The Third Blessing 

Praised are You, Our God, Ruler of the universe, Who has given us life and sustained us and enabled us to reach this season.





Hanukkah is accompanied by a rich set of traditional foods, games and rituals. Key to these traditions are the items pictured below: gelt, or gold-foil wrapped chocolate coins; potato pancakes called latkes and other foods; the menorah; and dreidels, or spinning tops. Click on each item to read more about it.

HISTORY

The story of Hanukkah is the struggle for religious freedom. Over two thousand years ago, the foreign rulers of the Israelites decreed that the Jews bow down to the image of their leader, Antiochus, whose statue was erected in the Temple. 

But the Jewish people were forbidden by the law of God to bow to statues or idols. Inspired by Mattathias and led by his son, Judah, a small group of Jews called Maccabees (meaning “hammer”) rebelled. The Maccabees risked their lives to live according to Jewish law and to prevent this desecration of their sacred Temple. Although the Maccabees won, the Temple in Jerusalem, the Jews’ holy place, was destroyed. The Jews had to clean and repair the Temple, and when they were finished they rededicated it to God by rekindling the menorah, the candelabrum symbolizing the eternal covenant between God and the Jewish people and the continuity of tradition through the generations. But there was only enough olive oil to fuel the menorah for one night, and it would have taken eight days to make more oil. The legend of the miracle at Hanukkah says that the one day supply of oil burned for eight days and nights until more oil could be made. 

There are eight days of Hanukkah corresponding to the legend of the miracle of the oil in the Temple. Foods cooked in oil are traditional, particularly potato pancakes, called latkes. Today, candles are used instead of oil. On each successive night, the number of candles lit increases by one. Prayers accompany the lighting of the candles.

Hanukkah is celebrated in the home beginning on the 25th day of the Jewish month of Kislev. Even though it is not mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures, Hanukkah is widely celebrated as a major holy day of the Jewish liturgical calendar. Given its proximity to Christmas, Hanukkah has taken on importance in the United States and many other countries where Christmas has been commercialized.

It is traditional to give small gifts to children on each night of Hanukkah. The party atmosphere is enhanced with songs, games and toys such as a dreidel – a spinning top. Yet the religious celebration – the lighting of the candles with accompanying prayers – must come before the party.

Ma’oz Tzur
Ma’oz Tzur, or “Rock of Ages,” is a traditional Hanukkah song that was composed by a man named Mordecia in Europe in the twelfth century. Both the Hebrew and English words can be sung with the traditional melody, though throughout the centuries a number of different tunes have been used to accompany Ma’oz Tzur. 



Rock of Ages, let our song praise Your saving power.
You amid the raging throng were our sheltering tower.
Furious they assailed us, but Your help availed us.
And Your word broke their sword when our own strength failed us. 

Mi Y’maleil


Who can retell the things that befell them, 
Who can count them? 
In every age, a hero or sage
came to our aid. 
Hark! In days of yore
In Israel’s ancient land,
Brave Maccabeus led the faithful band. 
But now all Israel must as one arise, 
Redeem itself through deed and sacrifice. 

I Have a Little Dreidel

I have a little dreidel,
I made it out of clay. 
And when it’s dry and ready, 
Oh dreidel I shall play.
(Chorus)
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, 
I made it out of clay; 
And when its dry and ready,
Then dreidel I shall play.
It has a lovely body, 
With legs so short and thin. 
And when it gets all tired, 
It drops and then I win.
(Chorus)

Oh Hanukkah

Oh Hanukkah, Oh Hanukkah,
Come light the menorah. 
Let’s have a party, 
We’ll all dance the hora. 
Gather round the table,
We’ll give you a treat. 
S’vivon to play with, 
Latkes to eat 

