The Prophetic Dream of Nebuchadnezzar, Chaldean King of Babylon
Daniel Chapter 2
The Times of the Gentiles - Certain Rulers of the Nation of Israel
In about 604 B.C.  King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had a dream which is recorded in Daniel Chapter 2.  He awakens, is disturbed and cannot remember what the dream was.   He calls all his wise men, and demands that they not only interpret the dream but they are to tell him what the dream was!  He places them under a death penalty if they cannot tell what the dream was and interpret it too.

His demands were impossible and the wise men told him so.  It showed the limited ability of those who worship false gods, and the unlimited possibilities with the True and Only God. Daniel inquires of God what the dream was and the interpretation thereof.   Nebuchadnezzar grants Daniel an audience with the King and hears an amazing story.
   God reveals a staggering mystery to Nebuchadnezzar, showing him the future starting from the then-present time (604 B.C.) unto the End of the Age.  He reveals those nations significant in His plans for Israel, the Messiah Jesus Christ, and the final battle of the Ages known as Armageddon.

    Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar that his dream was a metal man, a head of GOLD, chest and arms of SILVER, waist and thighs of BRONZE, legs of IRON, and feet of IRON and CLAY.   Notice that the metals decrease in value but increase in strength.

Daniel tells the king, “Thou art this head of gold, and another kingdom shall arise after thee, etc.

    What are the five Gentile kingdoms that have ruled / will rule the Nation of Israel?  They are easy to identify:

The First Kingdom Babylon –The head of Gold

The second and third kingdoms Mede and the Persians

(Arms and Breast of Silver)

Darius the Mede 

Cyrus the Persian

The Greeks under Alexander –The belly of Brass

The Roman Empire—the Legs of Iron and the

Ten toes of Iron and Clay.  
(Iron and Clay symbolizing Strength yet weak thru Human beings)

Rome fell not because of a conquering nation but because of its vices and immoralities.

    As we now know, four of these kingdoms have come and gone.  And we know that the Land of Israel was destroyed by the Roman Emperor Titus Vespasian in 70 A.D.  Israel was scattered to all the nations of the world; just as prophesied by God.  And now, in the 20th century, we have seen the rebirth of Israel as an independent nation in 1948.  This is highly significant in light of Romans 11:25-29.  Israel had not been in control of their Holy City Jerusalem,  since 586 B.C.  After 2552 years, Israel recaptured the city of Jerusalem in 1967 during the Six-Day War.  The Vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is fertile again and the Fig Tree is putting forth her leaves.

    What application does this have to modern man?  We must recognize that the Church Age is winding down.   Soon, the fifth and final Gentile kingdom to rule over the Nation of Israel will arise.  It is this fifth and final Gentile kingdom that Jesus Christ destroys when He returns to Earth at the Battle of Armageddon.

Daniel’s Seventy Weeks
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The Foundation of Bible Prophecy

         There is a single prophecy that creates the foundation on which much of the framework of Bible prophecy can securely rest. If properly understood it helps to unify all of the visions, signs and symbols into a structure that makes sense and is easily understood. But if it is ignored or misunderstood, then the rest of Bible prophecy remains a largely impenetrable enigma, and a confusing collection of separate visions, signs and symbols that make almost no sense. All by itself this prophecy demonstrates that there is quite a lot more to Christian expectations of the Second Coming of Jesus than simply blind faith. 

This prophecywas written down by the prophet Daniel over 2500 years ago. Daniel received it from the angel Gabriel, and it was given specifically concerning the Jewish people and the holy city of Jerusalem. This prophecy is commonly referred to as “Daniel’s Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks,” and can be found in the ninth chapter of Daniel, verses 24 through 27,

20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God;

21 Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.

22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.

23 At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.

24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

Dan 12:11 Matt 24:15 Mark 13:14 

Gabriel’s message included two predictions that concerned the coming of the promised Messiah: First, it predicted the exact day on which the Messiah would be publicly presented to the people of Israel and to the city of Jerusalem. Second, it made a further prediction of a final seven-year period at the end of the age that would involve Israel, Jerusalem, and the “abomination of desolation.” This simple prophecy is given according to the following outline which will help us as we try to understand it:

Verse 24: The Introduction 

Verse 25: The Date of the Messiah’s First Coming 

Verse 26: Events After the Messiah’s First Coming 

Verse 27: The Final Seven Years of the Age

Verse 24: The Introduction

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

First of all, it must be understood that the word that is translated here as “weeks” is the word shebua. This word means a period or unit of seven, similar to the English word score, which refers to a unit of twenty. A shebua usually refers to either seven days or seven years. In Biblical times the Jews observed a shebua of seven days, resting on the seventh day Sabbath, but they also observed a shebua of seven years, when every seventh year they allowed the fields to lie fallow in order for the ground to regain its nutrients. In the context of this prophecy we can be sure that the “weeks” described here are yearly “weeks” and not daily “weeks,” and other Biblical prophecies support this fact. In other words, this prophecy encompasses seventy “weeks” of years, or 490 years. 

The first sentence of this prophecy makes it clear that this 490-year period applies to Daniel’s people and the holy city; therefore, we know that this prophecy specifically concerns the people of Israel and the city of Jerusalem. The entire prophecy will then be concluded when six things relating to the Jews and Jerusalem have occurred: 

- Transgression will finish. 

- Sin will be ended. 

- Iniquity will be atoned for. 

- Everlasting righteousness will be brought in. 

- Vision and prophecy will be concluded. 

- The Most Holy place of the Temple will be anointed.

These six things can only be accomplished at the Second Coming of the Messiah, which means that the seventy weeks, or the 490 years of this prophecy, are concluded when Jesus returns. And yes, the Messiah is Jesus of Nazareth, as the next part of the prophecy makes clear.

Verse 25: The Date of the Messiah’s First Coming

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

In this verse the angel Gabriel explained to Daniel that the Messiah would come after a total of sixty-nine weeks from “the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem,” which would take place “even in times of distress.” 

King Artaxerxes of Persia gave this decree a few years after Daniel’s time and it is recorded in Nehemiah 2:1-8. The text states that it was given in the month of Nisan in the 20th year of Artaxerxes' reign, a reign that began in July of 465 BC. The Hebrew month of Nisan in which Artaxerxes’ decree was given began on March 14, 445 BC . Therefore the angel Gabriel gave Daniel a very simple and very specific prediction that the Messiah would appear to Israel and to Jerusalem after a total of sixty-nine “weeks,” (seven plus sixty-two), or basically 483 “years” (69x7), from the month that began on March 14, 445 BC.

This seems rather straightforward, but unfortunately it is not quite so simple. The problem has to do with the way in which the “weeks” of Daniel’s prophecy, which count down to the coming of the Messiah, should be calculated. 

A minimum amount of research shows that the ancient world, from the time of the early Sumerians, observed a calendar of 360 days per year. It was a flawed calendar that differed from the true lunar year of about 354 days and the true solar year of about 365.25 days, but it was accurate enough to be retained, although with periodic adjustments, up until about 500 BC. The book of Daniel was originally written in Hebrew and Aramaic, and the evidence supports its being  written around 535 BC. This evidence alone supports the conclusion that the seventy “weeks” of Daniel’s prophecy should be viewed as seventy seven-year periods of 360 days per “year.”

Further evidence comes from within the book itself. In Daniel 4:23, part of the portion originally written in Aramaic, Daniel gave a divine prophecy that the king of Babylon would suffer a period of insanity that would last for seven “times.” In Daniel 7:25, in a reference to the Antichrist at the end of the age Daniel uses the phrase “a time, times and half a time.” Then again in Daniel 12:7, in a portion originally written in Hebrew, Daniel writes again of “a time, times and half a time” that would be fulfilled at the very end of the age. 

Why did Daniel use the strange term “times” rather than “years” when recording his predictions? The answer is that a “year” refers to either a period of 354 days (lunar) or 365.25 days (solar), whereas a “time” refers to a period of 360 days. Daniel often referred to “years” in his writings, but he used the term “time” or “times” when he was relating the prophecies

The conclusion that a “time” equals a “year” of 360 days is supported, and indeed proven, by the book of Daniel’s New Testament counterpart, which is the book of Revelation. It too gives a prophecy of a period of time at the end of the age and it uses the same terminology of “a time, times and half a time” (Revelation 12:14). This exact same period of time is also given as “1260 days” in Revelation 12:6. Therefore if three and half “times” equals 1260 days, then a single “time” equals 360 days.

The bottom line is that Daniel’s prophecy of the Seventy Weeks should be understood as weeks of “times” rather than weeks of astronomically accurate lunar or solar years. This 360-day per “time” calculation is proven by the book of Revelation, which in fact refers to the very end of Daniel’s prophecy of the Seventy Weeks in its references to “1260 days” and “a time, time and half a time.”   From this formula we can calculate that Daniel’s prophecy predicted that the Messiah would appear sixty-nine weeks, or exactly 173,880 days (69 multiplied by 7 multiplied by 360), from when the command to rebuild Jerusalem was given in the month that began on March 14, 445 BC. The target date of 173,880 days from March 14, 445 BC calculates to April 6, 32 AD, and this calculation has been verified by a number of sources including the British Royal Observatory of Greenwich, England .

Daniel’s entire prophecy is focused on the city of Jerusalem, and the first part of this verse mentions the rebuilding of Jerusalem, so it is reasonable to expect that the Messiah would make his predicted appearance to Jerusalem. The prophet Zechariah supports this idea and also predicted it would take place when he wrote, 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” (Zechariah 9:9)

In order to understand how these prophecies were fulfilled we must examine the important dates that surround the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. According to Luke 3:1, Jesus of Nazareth was baptized in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, who was crowned Emperor on August 19, 14 AD . The year from August 19, 28 AD to August 19, 29 AD was Tiberius' fifteenth year. Jesus is believed to have been baptized in the fall season, which would have been the fall of 28 AD. Jesus’ ministry lasted for three and a half years and from this it can be calculated that He was crucified in the spring of 32 AD. The crucifixion took place on the eve of the Jewish Passover holiday, and in 32 AD the Sunday before that Passover fell on April 6, 32 AD.  This was on a Sunday and is commonly referred to as  Palm Sunday, when Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey claiming to be the Messiah. As Jesus was entering the holy city the crowd cried out, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” They were shouting “Hosanna, hosanna”  which means “Lord save us.” And testifying that Jesus was fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy. 

This was the first time that Jesus publicly claimed to be the Messiah. Previously he had privately revealed this fact to his disciples and he had given a number of unmistakable signs and miracles that he was the Messiah, but he refrained from making a public statement of this magnitude until the very day that was predicted in Daniel’s prophecy.

Daniel broke his 70 weeks of years into three distinct periods.


Seven Weeks or 49 years—during which time the city of Jerusalem was rebuilt by Nehemiahs and history records it was exactly 49 years to rebuild the city, from the decree of Cyrus


Sixty-two Weeks or 434 years which was timed from the Rebuilding of Jerusalem unto the time of Messiah the Prince.


One Week or Seven years—which is noted as Daniel’s Seventieth Week, or the Tribulation Period, which is also determined upon the Jewish People.  There is an interlude between the sixy-nine and seventieth week, which is commonly referred to as the “Church Age”.

As Jesus approached Jerusalem and the crowd around him went wild, the Pharisees asked Jesus to tell them to keep quiet. Jesus responded by saying that if everyone became quiet then the very stones themselves would cry out to testify that he was the Messiah! Then, prior to entering Jerusalem, Jesus stopped and wept, because he knew what was going to soon happen to His city. He said, 

“If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you.” (Luke 19:42-44)

In this statement Jesus himself gave evidence that he was fulfilling Daniel’s prophecy when he referred to a very specific day, a day that, had Israel’s leaders accepted him, would have brought them peace. Jesus then predicted the destruction of Jerusalem, saying that it would come as a result of Israel’s failure to recognize “the time of God’s coming.” 

Daniel’s Seventy Weeks is the only prophecy that predicts the exact time of the coming of the Messiah to Israel. 

Jewish religious scholars who reject Jesus have even admitted this fact in the centuries after the time of Christ. The celebrated thirteenth century Jewish Rabbi Maimonides wrote,

“Daniel has elucidated to us the knowledge of the end times. However, since they are secret, the wise have barred the calculation of the days of Messiah’s coming so that the untutored populace will not be led astray when they see that the End Times have already come but there is no sign of the Messiah.” 

In another Jewish commentary on the prophecies that are found within the Hagiographic literature, a section of Scripture that includes Daniel, Rabbi Jonathan ben Uzziel wrote,

“And the (voice from heaven) came forth and exclaimed, who is he that has revealed my secrets to mankind?… He further sought to reveal by a Targum the inner meaning of the Hagiographa, but a voice from heaven went forth and said, Enough! What was the reason? Because the date of the Messiah was foretold in it!” 

Only the prophecy given to Daniel from the angel Gabriel predicted the exact time of the Messiah’s coming, and even history’s most respected Jewish scholars admit to this fact. Daniel’s prediction was fulfilled by Jesus Christ to the very day, and Jesus indicated that he knew he was fulfilling the prophecy by the very words He spoke.

Verse 26: Events After the Messiah’s First Coming 

26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

Verse 25 described two time periods that would precede the coming of the Messiah: a period of seven weeks followed by a period of sixty-two weeks, which adds up to sixty-nine weeks until the public appearance of the Messiah. Verse 26 then gives a list of events that would happen after the coming of the Messiah.

First, the Messiah, would be “cut off,” meaning killed. Then, the people of a future prince would destroy the city and the sanctuary. We know from the writings of Josephus and Tacitus and many many other sources of literature of the Roman Empire that the City of Jerusalem and its Temple were razed in 70 AD by Titus.  

Remember that when Jesus entered Jerusalem He referred to the day of the Messiah’s appearance to Jerusalem, and then He referred to the destruction of Jerusalem that would follow that day. Jesus was again confirming the prediction that Gabriel gave to Daniel.

The prophecy continues by predicting that war would continue until the end, and that the end would come like a flood, meaning quickly as in a catastrophe. Jerusalem and the Temple (the “sanctuary”) would be destroyed and then Israel would be desolate. These terrible events: the death of the Messiah, the destruction of Jerusalem through war, and the end of Israel as a nation, all took place after the coming of the Messiah to Jerusalem. 

When Daniel received his prophecy from the angel Gabriel around 530 BC there was no Jewish Temple because it had been destroyed by the Babylonians in 587 BC. At the beginning of his prophecy Gabriel states that the seventy weeks would begin with the decree to rebuild the City of Jerusalem. He ends with the prediction that it would then be destroyed after the appearance of the Messiah. In the Babylonian Talmud there is a passage that shows that the rabbis understood that the Messiah would appear during the days of the Second Temple, after which it would be destroyed,

“Granted that they knew it would be destroyed, did they know when this would occur? Rabbi Abaye objected; and did they not know when? Is it not written, seventy weeks are determined upon the people, and upon the holy city? All the same, did they know on which day?” 

Jesus was crucified several days after he appeared to Jerusalem as Messiah and King. After he was nailed to the cross a sign was placed above him with the words, “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 

A generation later in the year 70 AD the city of Jerusalem and the Second Temple were both destroyed at the hands of the Roman army. This led to Israel’s dispersion and desolation.

These events took place after the initial sixty-nine weeks of Daniel’s prophecy, but before the climactic seventieth and final week of Daniel’s prophecy. The first sixty-nine weeks are ancient history, but the seventieth week is the key to understanding the Bible’s prophecies for the future.

Verse 27: The Final Seven Years of the Age

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

Dan 12:11 Matt 24:15 Mark 13:14 

The “he” of this verse is the same person who was last described in the previous verse. He is the “prince who is to come,” whose people destroyed Jerusalem two millennia ago. The Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD and therefore the subject of this verse is a future Roman prince or ruler. 

This future ruler will initiate the seventieth and final week of Daniel’s prophecy by making “a firm covenant with the many.” A covenant is a treaty or agreement, and because Israel is the focus of Daniel’s entire prophecy it is made with Israel or at least with “many” of her leaders. 

Many prophecy scholars believe that the prophet Isaiah referred to this covenant, doing so in very negative terms, giving evidence that Israel is indeed one of the parties to this covenant,

14 Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem.

15 Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves:

16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

Rom 9:33 Isa 8:14 Rom 10:11 1 Pet 2:6 

17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.

18 And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.

19 From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning by morning shall it pass over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vexation only to understand the report.

The confident leaders of Israel will believe that the Roman ruler and the covenant he makes with them will offer protection, but, Israel’s leaders will be betrayed and they will be “beaten down.”

Gabriel told Daniel that the covenant would initially be made for one “week”, which is seven years, but that in the midst of this seven year period the Roman ruler would “put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering.” This message implies that the Jews will once again rebuild their Temple, because sacrifices and offerings are not a part of the system of Rabbinical Judaism that exists today—it is a practice that could only take place in the context of Temple observances. A Third Temple will be rebuilt, the system of sacrifices and offerings will be resumed, and then a Roman leader will put a stop to them three and a half years after he makes a covenant with Israel’s leaders.

Gabriel’s message concludes with a strange reference to “abominations” and “desolations,” after which the individual responsible for all of these things will be destroyed.

he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

This abomination of desolations was accomplished first by Antiochus Ephphanes, who ruled over Israel during the second Century BC.  He went into the temple and offered a sow hog’s blood on the sacred altar to his God Zeus.  The Jews in the days of Jesus referred to this event as the “abomination that made desolate.”

The “abomination of desolation” is an object that is directly mentioned by Jesus in his end-times talk that he gave on the Mount of Olives. Jesus however, states , “When ye shall see (future tense) the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the Prophet” placing yet another event in the future, which will be in the tribulation, by the Antichrist.  By mentioning it he makes it clear that the seventieth week of Daniel’s prophecy will be fulfilled at the time of the end, immediately prior to his return,

“Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place, then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains… For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will… But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.” (Matthew 24:15-30, NASB)

Jesus clearly states that the “abomination of desolation” will one day stand in the “holy place,” which can only refer to the holy place of the Jewish Temple. This will be an event that initiates the most terrible time of tribulation that the world has ever seen, after which the Messiah will make his return on the clouds of heaven.

The fact that Daniel’s “abomination of desolation” is clearly placed in an end-times context by Jesus is a very important point to consider, and it has important ramifications on the way in which the rest of Bible prophecy is to be understood. 

To identify what exactly this abomination is, and who the Roman leader is, we must first examine these ramifications to make sure our study is headed in the right direction.

Israel and the End Times

        Israel’s role in end-times prophecy is one of the most highly debated subjects among prophecy scholars. A commonly held view is that after Israel’s leaders rejected Jesus as the Messiah, God then turned his back on Israel forever. This view states that in place of Israel God has raised up the Church, and now Christian believers benefit from, and will realize, the promises that God made to Israel. This doctrine is known as Replacement Theology, because it holds that the Christian Church has entirely replaced Israel as God’s chosen people, and that the existence of the Jews today, and of the nation of Israel, is irrelevant in God’s plan and in the prophecies that predict the future.

Replacement Theology first emerged within the early Catholic Church and it was often the justification for the recurring periods of official Church-sanctioned Jewish persecution. Replacement Theology is also taught by many of the more monolithic Christian denominations today such as the Seventh-Day Adventists, the Mormons and the Jehovah’s Witnesses. Many of these denominations claim to have already received from God the correct interpretation of prophecy, and indeed of the entire Bible, and each teaches that it alone is the “one true Church” and the “True Israel” of chosen believers through which God is working to save the world.  Replacement theology is also becoming more and more prominent among Afro-American ministers, many of whom teach that the “true Israel” is the Black People.

The doctrine of Replacement Theology is pertinent to our study of Daniel’s Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks because the interpretation given in chapter one of this book, if correct, completely exposes Replacement Theology as a false teaching. 

The question revolves around the seventieth week of the prophecy. Is this final seven year period in the future? Or is it in the past, having already been completed and fulfilled? This question arises because at the beginning of the prophecy the angel Gabriel says to Daniel, "Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city…” This means that all of the 490 years of the prophecy apply to the Jews and to the city of Jerusalem. Therefore, if the final seven years of the prophecy are to be fulfilled in the future, then God also has a future for Israel and for Jerusalem—it means that Israel has not been completely replaced or removed from God’s plan.  If the first 483 years were fulfilled upon Jews, the people of Daniel, it is logical to assume the fine 7 years will also be fulfilled upon Jews.

To combat the teaching that Daniel’s Seventieth Week is still in the future, Replacement Theologians must explain how it has been fulfilled in the past, and that there was no gap of time between the end of the first sixty-nine weeks and the beginning of the seventieth and final week. Alternate dates are given for both the “decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem” which began the seventy weeks of the prophecy, and for the coming of “Messiah the Prince,” which marked the end of the first sixty-nine weeks of the prophecy. Most explanations of this sort then place the end of the entire 490-year period around the year 34 AD. This conclusion is arrived at despite the clear words of Jesus in Matthew 24 that the abomination of desolation (spoken of by the prophet Daniel within the context of the seventieth week) would appear during the great tribulation immediately prior to the Second Coming.

The key is to understand that there is indeed a future seven year period that will apply to the Jews and to Jerusalem, which is evidence that God has not completely turned his back on unbelieving Israel. Further evidence that Israel still has a part to play in God’s plan comes from the New Testament itself, and is found in the ninth chapter of the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans,

“I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised!  Amen.” (Romans 9:2-5)

In this text Paul refers to national Israel in the present tense, as a unique race, and says that to them belong the covenants and the promises. They have not been transferred to the Church, even after the sacrifice of the Messiah, because God still has a plan for Israel despite Israel’s rejection of Jesus that caused Paul so much anguish.

Later in the same chapter Paul turns to the subject of the believing remnant within national Israel and he refers to the writings of the prophet Isaiah,

“Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: ‘Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea, only the remnant will be saved. For the Lord will carry out his sentence on earth with speed and finality.’ It is just as Isaiah said previously: ‘Unless the Lord Almighty had left us descendants, we would have become like Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.’ What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the ‘stumbling stone.’ As it is written: ‘See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.’” (Romans 9:27-33)

At the appearance of the Messiah the religious leaders of Israel were more focused on works than on faith, and they stumbled and rejected Jesus because of this shortcoming. However, the rejection of the Messiah by the greater portion of Israel allowed Jesus to complete his mission, which then allowed for Gentiles to achieve salvation and righteousness before God through faith in his sacrifice. At the same time, however, the believing remnant within Israel remained faithful to God and accepted the Messiah. In Galatians 6:16 Paul refers to this believing remnant within national Israel as the “Israel of God.”

The issue of believing Gentiles and the nation of Israel (composed of a believing minority and an unbelieving majority) as related to the Church, is then taken up further by Paul in Romans 11,

“I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don't you know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah--how he appealed to God against Israel: ‘Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one left, and they are trying to kill me’? And what was God's answer to him? ‘I have reserved for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal.’ So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. What then? What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did. The others were hardened, as it is written: ‘God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes so that they could not see and ears so that they could not hear, to this very day.’ And David says: ‘May their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for them. May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see, and their backs be bent forever.’” (Romans 11:1-10)

The question concerns national Israel. Did God completely reject the physical nation of Israel? Paul again answers “no,” and then explains that within the nation of Israel there will always be a remnant of believing Jews, chosen by grace, who are numbered among the elect. The rest of the Jews who exist within the nation of Israel are said by Paul to have been “hardened,” and they are that portion of national Israel that does not believe. Paul quotes from two Old Testament passages to explain that this hardening is actually part of the overall plan of God, and then he continues,

“Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring! 

    I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches. If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, do not boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. 

    You will say then, ‘Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.’ Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either. Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree!” (Romans 11:11-24)

Replacement Theology teaches that after the Messiah’s sacrifice God completely rejected national Israel, and that the promises and prophecies regarding Israel were transferred to the Church, the institution made up of both Jews and Gentiles who believe in Jesus as the Messiah. With this doctrine the very term “Israel” is then often read in both the Old and New Testaments as a clever code word that actually means “Church.” However, Paul’s message above proves that this simply can’t be the case. Throughout Romans 11 the references to “Israel” and the pronouns “they” and “their” consistently refer to that portion of national Israel that has stumbled and been hardened in unbelief after the coming of the Messiah Jesus. 

Paul explains in verse 18 that believing Gentiles (members of the Church) should not “boast” over that portion of national Israel that does not believe, because without national Israel they would have never been able to receive salvation in the first place! Paul goes on to make the point that it is more natural for Jews to come to a saving faith in the Messiah than it is for Gentiles. He then writes,

“I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.’ 

    As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable. Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God's mercy to you. For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all. Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!” (Romans 11:25-33)

So far in these passages Paul has been crying out to Gentile believers, telling them not to “boast” over unbelieving Israel, not to be “arrogant,” and not to be “ignorant” of the mystery of Israel which might cause them to be “conceited.” Paul is passionately arguing against any type of thinking that even resembles Replacement Theology which, by entirely dismissing the nation of Israel, is boastful, arrogant, conceited and ignorant to the extreme. Despite Paul’s warnings it still exists today and is accepted by a greater portion of the Christian Church. However, it would not exist if Paul’s words were properly understood and accepted. 

The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles who believe in Jesus as the Messiah. Israel is made up of a remnant of Jews who believe in Jesus (like Paul himself), plus a greater portion of Jews who have rejected Jesus, stumbled, and been hardened against the truth. 

The Church is eternal, and Jews and Gentiles who believe can be confident of eternal life. The believing remnant that exists within Israel is also a part of the Church. In this way Israel and the Church overlap. But what of the rest of Israel, the hardened and unbelieving part? Here is the answer that Replacement Theologians cannot accept: This portion of Israel has only a temporary existence, which Paul explains by saying, “Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved...”

According to Paul, at a certain point in the future the hardened and unbelieving portion of Israel will suddenly cease to exist, at which point “all Israel” will be saved. Replacement Theologians cannot accept this, and to avoid it they interpret this one reference to “all Israel” in verse 26 as another code word for “the Church.” Of course the previous reference to “Israel” in verse 25 referred to “national Israel,” and the following reference to “Israel” in verse 28 again refers to “national Israel,” but Replacement Theologians must make Paul out to be inconsistent and contradictory by saying that he meant “the Church” in this passage when he said “all Israel.” Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum, who writes in his book Hebrew Christianity (p.32)  “the term Israel is never used of Gentiles, whether they are believers or not, nor is it used of the church. It is used only of Jews.” Israel means Israel, whether national Israel as a whole, believing Israel as a minority or unbelieving Israel as a majority.

There exist two unfortunate extremes when it comes to Israel. Replacement Theology which, as mentioned earlier, has been used in the past as justification for anti-Semitism. From this perspective the modern-day nation of Israel can only be viewed as an irrelevant but dangerous anomaly, and the Jewish patriots who helped to found Israel as a nation can really be viewed as no better than terrorists and thieves. If the Church has replaced Israel, and Israel has been completely written off by God, then the Abrahamic Covenant in which God gave Canaan to Abraham’s descendents is no longer valid, and the Jews should give back the land that they have stolen from the Palestinians. From this perspective Zionism as a political agenda appears as misguided and even evil.

On the other hand the opposite extreme of Replacement Theology, is Christian Zionism offering unconditional support for the goals and actions of the modern-day state of Israel, especially if they point in the direction of fulfilling the Abrahamic Covenant. In other words, nothing would make the followers of this extreme view happier than to see a replay of the campaign of ethnic cleansing against the non-Jewish inhabitants of Palestine that took place when Israel took over the land after the Exodus from Egypt 3500 years ago. Unfortunately, many prominent Christian leaders in the US not only believe that Israel has the right to engage in such a campaign, but a divine imperative to do so! 

Christians should support Israel’s right to exist, but also pray and work for peace, knowing that the ultimate fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant will only occur after the national repentance of Israel according to Zechariah 12:10,

“I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.”

The passage above predicts a point in the future when the hardened portion of Israel will repent and accept Jesus as the Messiah. At that point the very definition of “Jew” will become “one who accepts Jesus as Lord,” and in this way “all Israel will be saved.”

It is the Christian’s duty to help bring about this national repentance of Israel by witnessing to Jews one by one, as individuals. And then after Israel repents as a nation and turns to Jesus as her true Messiah God will do His duty and fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant just as He promised He would, as foretold by almost every Old Testament prophet.

Bible Prophecy Symbols

Why are Bible prophecies cloaked in Symbols? In Luke 8:10 Jesus said, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that Seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not understand.” Many of the apocalyptic prophecies were given while the prophets were in a hostile foreign land. One reason God cloaked the prophecies in symbols was to protect the messages.

Animals and their Parts
• Horse = Strength and Power in Battle (Job 39:19, Psalms 147:10, Proverbs 21:31)
• Dragon = Satan or his agency (Isaiah 27:1; 30:6, Psalms 74:13-14, Revelation 12:7-9, Ezekiel 29:3, Jeremiah 51:34)
• Beast = Kingdom / government / political power (Daniel 7:17, 23)
• Lamb = Jesus / sacrifice (John 1:29, 1Corinthians 5:7)
• Lion = Jesus / Powerful King i.e. Babylon (Revelation 5:4-9, Jeremiah 50:43-44, Daniel 7:4, 17, 23)
• Bear = Destructive Power / Medo Persia (Proverbs 28:15, 2Kings 2:23-24, Daniel 7:5)
• Leopard = Greece (Daniel 7:6)
• Serpent = Satan (Revelation 12:9; 20:2)
• Tongue = Language / Speech (Exodus 4:10)
• Wolf = Disguised Enemies (Matthew 7:15)
• Dove = Holy Spirit (Mark 1:10)
• Ram = Medo Persia (Daniel 8:20)
• Goat = Greece (Daniel 8:21)
• Horn = King or kingdom (Daniel 7:24; 8:5, 21-22, Zechariah 1:18-19, Revelation 17:12)
• Wings = Speed / Protection / Deliverance (Deuteronomy 28:49, Matthew 23:37)

Colors
• White = Purity (Revelation 12:9; 20:2)
• Blue = Law (Numbers 15:38-39)
• Purple = Royalty (Mark 15:17, Judges 8:26)
• Red/Scarlet = Sin/corruption (Isaiah 1:18, Nahum 2:3, Revelation 17:1-4)

Metals, Elements, and Natural Objects
• Gold = Pure Character Precious and Rare (Isaiah 13:12)
• Silver = Pure Words & Understanding (Proverbs 2:4; 3:13-14; 10:20; 25:11, Psalms 12:6)
• Brass, Tin, Iron, Lead, Silver dross = Impure Character (Ezekiel 22:20-21)
• Water = Holy Spirit / Everlasting Life (John 7:39; 4:14, Revelation 22:17, Ephesians 5:26)
• Waters = Inhabited area/people, nations (Revelation 17:15)
• Fire = Holy Spirit (Luke 3:16)
• Tree = Cross; People / Nation (Deuteronomy 21:22-23, Psalms 92:12; 37:35)
• Seed = Descendents / Jesus (Romans 9:8, Galatians 3:16)
• Fruit = Works / Actions (Galatians 5:22)
• Fig Tree = A Nation that should bear fruit (Luke 13:6-9)
• Vineyard = Church that should bear fruit (Luke 20:9-16)
• Field = World (Matthew 13:38, John 4:35)
• Harvest = End of World (Matthew 13:39)
• Reapers = Angels (Matthew 13:39)
• Thorns / Thorny Ground = Cares of this life (Mark 4:18-19)
• Stars=Angels/messengers (Revelation 1:16, 20; 12:4, 7-9, Job 38:7)
• Jordan = death (Romans 6:4, Deuteronomy 4:22)
• Mountains = Political or religio-political powers (Isaiah 2:2-3, Jeremiah 17:3; 31:23; 51:24-25, Ezekiel 17:22-23, Daniel 2:35, 44-45)
• Rock = Jesus / truth (1Corinthians 10:4, Isaiah 8:13-14, Romans 9:33, Matthew 7:24)
• Sun = Jesus / the gospel (Psalms 84:11, Malachi 4:2, Matthew 17:2, John 8:12; 9:5)
• Winds=Strife / commotion / "winds of war" (Jeremiah 25:31-33, 49:36-37; 4:11-13, Zechariah 7:14)

Miscellaneous Objects
• Lamp = Word of God (Psalms 119:105)
• Oil = Holy Spirit (Zechariah 4:2-6, Revelation 4:5)
• Sword = Word of God (Ephesians 6:17, Hebrews 4:12)
• Bread = Word of God (John 6:35, 51-52, 63)
• Wine=blood/covenant / doctrines (Luke 5:37)
• Honey = happy life (Ezekiel 20:6, Deuteronomy 8:8-9)
• Clothing = Character (Isaiah 64:6, Isaiah 59:6)
• Crown = A Glorious Ruler or Rulership (Proverbs 16:31, Isaiah 28:5, Isaiah 62:3)
• Ring = Authority (Genesis 41:42-43, Esther 3:10-11)
• Angel = Messenger (Daniel 8:16; 9:21, Luke 1:19, 26, Hebrews 1:14)
• Babylon = apostasy / confusion / rebellion (Genesis 10:8-10; 11:6-9, Revelation 18:2-3; 17:1-5)
• Mark = Sign or seal of approval or disapproval (Ezekiel 9:4, Romans 4:11, Revelation 13:17; 14:9-11; 7:2-3)
• Seal = Sign or mark of approval or disapproval (Romans 4:11, Revelation 7:2-3)
• White Robes=Victory / righteousness (Revelation 19:8; 3:5; 7:14)
• Jar / Vessel=Person (Jeremiah 18:1-4, 2Corinthians 4:7)
• Time = 360 Day (Daniel 4:16, 23, 25, 32; 7:25; Daniel 11:13 margin)
• Times = 720 Days (Daniel 7:25, Revelation 12:6, 14; 13:5)
• Day = Literal year (Ezekiel 4:6, Numbers 14:34)
• Trumpet = loud warning of God's approach (Exodus 19:16-17, Joshua 6:4-5)

Actions, Activities, and Physical States
• Healing = Salvation (Luke 5:23-24)
• Leprosy / Sickness = Sin (Luke 5:23-24)
• Famine = Dearth of Truth (Amos 8:11)

People and Body Parts
• Woman, Pure = True Church (Jeremiah 6:2, 2Corinthians 11:2, Ephesians 5:23-27)
• Woman, Corrupt = Apostate Church (Ezekiel 16:15-58; 23:2-21, Hosea 2:5; 3:1, Revelation 14:4)
• Thief = Suddenness of Jesus' coming (1Thessalonians 5:2-4, 2Peter 3:10)
• Hand = Deeds / Works / Actions (Ecclesiastes 9:10, Isaiah 59:6)
• Forehead = Mind (Deuteronomy 6:6-8, Romans 7:25, Ezekiel 3:8-9)
• Feet = Your Walk / Direction (Genesis 19:2, Psalms 119:105)
• Eyes = Spiritual Discernment (Matthew 13:10-17, 1John 2:11)
• Skin = Christ's righteousness (Exodus 12:5, 1Peter 1:19, Isaiah 1:4-6)
• Harlot = Apostate Church/religion (Isaiah 1:21-27, Jeremiah 3:1-3; 6-9)
• Heads = Major powers/rulers/governments (Revelation 17:3, 9-10)

Bible Numbers

Many of the numbers in the Bible have deeper prophetic significance. Both in the Old and New Testaments, numbers reveal hidden concepts and meanings that commonly escape the casual reader. And throughout history, men with great minds, like Augustine, Isaac Newton, and Leonardo Di Vinci, showed more than just a passing curiosity regarding the importance of biblical numbers. Once more, Jesus said, “The very hairs of your head are numbered” Matthew 10:30. Obviously, Bible numbers should be carefully considered.

1 – Represents absolute singleness and unity (Ephesians 4:4–6; John 17:21-22.) (We presume readers need no more than these two citations, as most of the biblical information regarding unity and singleness is common knowledge.)

2 – Represents the truth of God's Word; for example, the law and prophets (John 1:45), two or three witnesses (2 Corinthians 13:1), and a sword with two edges (Hebrews 4:12). See Mark 6:7 and Revelation 11:3. It is also used 21 times in the books of Daniel and Revelation.

3 – Represents the Godhead / Trinity. The angels cry “Holy” three times to the triune God (Isaiah 6:3). See also Matthew 28:19 and 1John 5:7-8.

4 – Represents universal truth, as in the four directions (north, south, east, west) and the four winds (Matthew 24:31; Revelation 7:1; 20:8). In acts 10:11, a sheet with four corners symbolizes the gospel going to all the gentiles.

5 – Represents teaching. First, there are the five books of Moses. Second, Jesus taught about the five wise virgins and used five barley loaves used to feed the 5,000.

6 – Represents the worship of man, and is the number of man, signifying his rebellion, imperfection, works, and disobedience. It is used 273 times in the Bible, including its derivatives (e.g, sixth) and another 91 times as “threescore” or “60.” Man was created on the sixth day (Genesis 1:26, 31). See also Exodus 31:15 and Daniel 3:1.

This number is especially significant in the book Revelation, as “666” identifies the beast. “Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six” (Revelation 13:18).

7 – Represents perfection, and is the sign of God, divine worship, completions, obedience, and rest. The “prince” of Bible numbers, it is used 562 times, including its derivatives (e.g., seventh, sevens). (See Genesis 2:1–4, Psalms 119:164 and Exodus 20:8–11 for just a few of the examples.)

The number seven is also the most common in biblical prophecy, occurring 42 times in Daniel and Revelation alone. In Revelation there are seven Churches, seven spirits, seven golden candlesticks, seven stars, seven lamps, seven seals, seven horns, seven eyes, seven angels, seven trumpets, seven thunders, seven thousand slain in a great earthquake, seven heads, seven crowns, seven last plagues, seven golden vials, seven mountains, and seven kings.

10 – Represents law and restoration. Of course, this includes the Ten Commandments found in Exodus 20. See also Matthew 25:1 (ten virgins); Luke 17:17 (ten lepers); Luke 15:8 (healing, ten silver coins).

12 – Represents the Church and God's authority. Jesus had 12 disciples, and there were 12 tribes of Israel. In Revelation 12:1, the 24 elders and 144,000 are multiples of 12. The New Jerusalem city has 12 foundations, 12 gates 12 thousand furlongs, a tree with 12 kinds of fruit 12 times a year eaten by 12 times 12,000 or the 144,000. (See Revelation 21.)

40 – Represents a generation and times of testing. It rained for 40 days during the flood. Moses spent 40 years in the desert, as did the children of Israel. Jesus fasted for 40 days.

50 – Represents power and celebration. The Jubilee came after the 49th year (Leviticus 25:10) and Pentecost occurred 50 days after Christ's resurrection (Acts 2).

70 – Represents human leadership and judgment. Moses appointed 70 elders (Exodus 24:1); The Sanhedrin was made up of 70 men. Jesus chose 70 disciples (Luke 10:1). Jesus told Peter to forgive 70 times 7.
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