INTRODUCTION
TO THE BOOK

OF

REVELATION

One of the most common mistakes that is made concerning this book is almost everyone you hear speaking of it will call it “Revelations”, placing it in the plural.  Please note the word is in the Singular, not the plural.  The first verse begins with the phrase, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.”   It is not many revelations but a single revelation.  

The word “revelation” is our English translation of the Greek word apokalupsis, from which we get the word “apocalyptic” literature, or “apocalypse”   All the New Testament was originally written in Koine Greek.  Koine means common or the street language or gutter Greek.  The Koine Greek was and still is noted for being the most expressive language there is, and that it said what it meant and meant what it said.  To give an example of this, one can say, “You would fulfill my great desire if you would embark on a journey to the nether world”  or they can say “I wish you would Go to Hell”, which is street language and plain.  Koine was like that.  Koine died as a language several centuries later, and remains “frozen” in time.  The advantage is we can now go to that “deep freeze” of language and gain the fresh vegetables of language in our study of the New Testament. 

Revelation was written and completed in approximately 96 AD, or about 65 years after the death of Jesus.  

The early churches were decidedly Jewish in their makeup and much of their theology was also Jewish.  After 60-some years of preaching, mission work, etc., the early church had evidently lost at least some of its driving force and was the victim of many errors brought into the churches by the Jews of the old Jewish faith.  This started with “certain men” who came down from Judea and taught circumcision for salvation.  Paul writes the book of Galatians to a church that has become yoked with the law of Moses again, and he wrote this book to correct their errors.  He also did so with  I Corinthians and the church at Corinth.   

The book of Hebrews (which I personally hold was written by Paul) was to Jews who had almost given up and were ready to quit and go back to the old ways.  This was a fault of the Jews since the Exodus from Egypt, and a problem which Moses had to contend with.  Paul writes the Book of  Hebrews to reassure them they are in fact worshipping the true God, and that the old sacrifices were done away in Christ.

The  In Rev 1:1, the actual Greek is APOKALUPSIS IESOU XRISTOU (apokalupsis Jesus Christ)  Apokalupsis is from two Greek words, the preposition “Apo” meaning off or away from and Kalupso meaning a covering.  The translation would be the removing of the cover, or covering, to unveil, to reveal.  Jesus is an English translation of the Greek word Iesou (yae sue) which meant in Greek, “Saviour”.  It was a Greek translation of the Hebrew word Moshea, Meshiach or Messiah.  Kristou is a Greek word translated “Christ” and means the “anointed” one.  Literally the verse would translate, “the removing of the veil of the anointed Saviour”  Therefore the Book of Revelation, is a single unfolding, unveiling, a ripping the cover off of Jesus the Anointed Savior, and Messiah of God.  If one keeps this in mind as he studies Revelation, one will come to a whole new understanding of the book.

We notice second, in this verse one, that it states, “Which God gave to Him to shew to his servants, things which must shortly come to pass.  And he sent and signified it by his angel to his servant John, who bare record of the Word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ and of all things that he saw.” (Rev 1:1)  God gave this unveiling to Jesus Christ, His Son, and Jesus then sent it by angel to the apostle John.  But he also “signified” it.  The original word is Seemaino which means a sign, a symbol, to signify.  Signify means to speak in “sign language”   One must keep in mind the book of Revelation is filled with “sign language” that unveils the Lord Jesus Christ.

I think it is reasonable to state that the book of Revelation was written to such Jews to assure them the Messiah of Galilee would in fact fulfill all the Scriptures written about Him being the reigning Messiah.  The Rabbinim who studied the Old Testament and the Prophets would see the mountaintops of prophecy, and in one prophecy they would see the Messiah suffering at the hands of men (as in Isaiah 53) and in others he was ruling all nations, with a rod of iron, and making war against the nations and setting up His kingdom and ruling from the throne of David.  What they could not see between these two mountaintops (“Suffering Messiah” and “Reigning Messiah”) was the valley between which we call the “Church Age”.   The church was a mystery to them, a hidden thing, which was revealed in the New Testament.

John pens the words to Revelation, the unveiling of the Savior Anointed, and unveils Him in all of Revelation as the "Reigning Messiah".  We find Him in Chapter 1 as being the absolute God of the Old Testament, the Sovereign of the Universe, with all His glory.  We also find Him in the last part of Chapter 1 and Chapters 2-3 as being the ruler and absolute Lord and judge of His churches and His servants or angels.  Chapters 4-5 turns to the heavens.  In Chapter 4 John is transported to the very throne of God and allowed to see the four living creatures, the 24 elders, and all the angels worshipping the God of the heavens as He was sitting on His throne.  John is allowed to record the scene and the throne, etc.  Chapter 5 then turns to the One sitting on the right hand of God, the Lamb that was slain, the Book in His hand, and the heavenly dilemma that no one in heaven or earth was worthy to open the book.  When it is revealed the Lamb is worthy, all the host of heaven then gives the same worship, adoration, and praise to the Lamb as was given to the Father, in Chapter 4.  The Lamb then proceeds to the Book which could not be opened and reveals Himself as the only one in all heaven and earth who is worthy to open the seven-sealed book of judgments.  This book is then opened, and beginning in Revelation Chapter 6,  to the end of  Revelation,  in every chapter the Lamb is revealed as judging the world, kings, nations, and kingdoms.  All things in heaven and hell are judged by Him.  He is shown as being the Sovereign God over all creation, including the devil, demons, the antichrist, the false prophet, and all kings and rulers whether secular or religious, and over all humanity. 

I think if one follows that line of thought in Revelation, and searches for the things written in symbolic or sign language, one will come to appreciate and understand the book much more.
SEVENS IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION

There are 14 groups of “Seven” in the Book of Revelation:

1 Seven Churches



Seven Candlesticks

2 Seven Stars or Pastors



Seven Seals

3 Seven Trumpets



Seven Vials

4 Seven Spirits




Seven Angels

5 Seven Thunders



Seven Heads on the Beast

6 Seven Plagues




Seven Mountains

7 Seven Kings




Seven Personages
Seven is the Divine number of Completion, and perfection.  
















