The Book of Revelation
Chapter Two
The Removal of the Veil
Jesus Christ, God, Saviour, Creator, Lord of All


One of the most common mistakes that is made concerning this book is almost everyone you hear speaking of it will call it “Revelations”, placing it in the plural.  Please note the word is in the Singular, not the plural.  The first verse begins with the phrase, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.”   It is not many revelations but a single revelation.   


The word “revelation” is our English translation of the Greek word apokalupsis, from which we get the word “apocalyptic” literature, or “apocalypse”   All the New Testament was originally written in Koine Greek.  Koine means common or the street language or gutter Greek.  The Koine Greek was and still is noted for being the most expressive language there is, and that it said what it meant and meant what it said.  To give an example of this, one can say, “You would fulfill my great desire if you would embark on a journey to the nether world”  or they can say “I wish you would Go to Hell”, which is street language and plain.  Koine was like that.  Koine died as a language several centuries later, and remains “frozen” in time.  The advantage is we can now go to that “deep freeze” of language and gain the fresh vegetables of language in our study of the New Testament.

The  In Rev 1:1, the actual Greek is APOKALUYIS IESOU XRISTOU (apokalupsis Jesus Christ)  Apokalupsis is from two Greek words, the preposition “Apo” meaning off or away from and Kalupso meaning a covering.  The translation would be the removing of the cover, or covering, to unveil, to reveal.  Jesus is an English translation of the Greek word Iesou (yae sue) which meant in Greek, “Saviour”.  It was a Greek translation of  the Hebrew word Moshea, Meshiach or Messiah.  Kristou is a Greek word translated “Christ” and means the “anointed” one.  Literally the verse would translate, “the removing of the veil of the anointed Saviour”

Therefore the Book of Revelation, is a single unfolding, unveiling, a ripping the cover off of Jesus the Anointed Savior, and Messiah of God.  If one keeps this in mind as he studies Revelation, one will come to a whole new understanding of the book.

We notice second, in this verse one, that it states, “Which God gave to Him to shew to his servants, things which must shortly come to pass.  And he sent and signified it by his angel to his servant John, who bare record of the Word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ and of all things that he saw.” (Rev 1:1)  God gave this unveiling to Jesus Christ, His Son, and Jesus then sent it by angel to the apostle John.  But he also “signified” it.  The original word is Seemaino which means a sign, a symbol, to signify.  Signify means to speak in “sign language”   One must keep in mind the book of Revelation is filled with “sign language” that unveils the Lord Jesus Christ.

GREEK TEXT REVELATION CHAPTER ONE
1Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ἣν ἔδωκεν αὐτῷ ὁ θεός, δεῖξαι τοῖς δούλοις αὐτοῦ ἃ δεῖ γενέσθαι ἐν τάχει, καὶ ἐσήμανεν ἀποστείλας διὰ τοῦ ἀγγέλου αὐτοῦ τῷ δούλῳ αὐτοῦ Ἰωάννῃ, 2ὃς ἐμαρτύρησεν τὸν λόγον τοῦ θεοῦ καὶ τὴν μαρτυρίαν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ὅσα εἶδεν. 3μακάριος ὁ ἀναγινώσκων καὶ οἱ ἀκούοντες τοὺς λόγους τῆς προφητείας καὶ τηροῦντες τὰ ἐν αὐτῇ γεγραμμένα, ὁ γὰρ καιρὸς ἐγγύς. 4Ἰωάννης ταῖς ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησίαις ταῖς ἐν τῇ Ἀσίᾳ: χάρις ὑμῖν καὶ εἰρήνη ἀπὸ ὁ ὢν καὶ ὁ ἦν καὶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος, καὶ ἀπὸ τῶν ἑπτὰ πνευμάτων ἃ ἐνώπιον τοῦ θρόνου αὐτοῦ, 5καὶ ἀπὸ Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ὁ μάρτυς ὁ πιστός, ὁ πρωτότοκος τῶν νεκρῶν καὶ ὁ ἄρχων τῶν βασιλέων τῆς γῆς. Τῷ ἀγαπῶντι ἡμᾶς καὶ λύσαντι ἡμᾶς ἐκ τῶν ἁμαρτιῶν ἡμῶν ἐν τῷ αἵματι αὐτοῦ 6καὶ ἐποίησεν ἡμᾶς βασιλείαν, ἱερεῖς τῷ θεῷ καὶ πατρὶ αὐτοῦ αὐτῷ ἡ δόξα καὶ τὸ κράτος εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας [τῶν αἰώνων]: ἀμήν. 7Ἰδοὺ ἔρχεται μετὰ τῶν νεφελῶν, καὶ ὄψεται αὐτὸν πᾶς ὀφθαλμὸς καὶ οἵτινες αὐτὸν ἐξεκέντησαν, καὶ κόψονται ἐπ' αὐτὸν πᾶσαι αἱ φυλαὶ τῆς γῆς. ναί, ἀμήν. 8Ἐγώ εἰμι τὸ Ἄλφα καὶ τὸ *)=ω, λέγει κύριος ὁ θεός, ὁ ὢν καὶ ὁ ἦν καὶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος, ὁ παντοκράτωρ. 9Ἐγὼ Ἰωάννης, ὁ ἀδελφὸς ὑμῶν καὶ συγκοινωνὸς ἐν τῇ θλίψει καὶ βασιλείᾳ καὶ ὑπομονῇ ἐν Ἰησοῦ, ἐγενόμην ἐν τῇ νήσῳ τῇ καλουμένῃ Πάτμῳ διὰ τὸν λόγον τοῦ θεοῦ καὶ τὴν μαρτυρίαν Ἰησοῦ. 10ἐγενόμην ἐν πνεύματι ἐν τῇ κυριακῇ ἡμέρᾳ, καὶ ἤκουσα ὀπίσω μου φωνὴν μεγάλην ὡς σάλπιγγος 11λεγούσης, Ὃ βλέπεις γράψον εἰς βιβλίον καὶ πέμψον ταῖς ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησίαις, εἰς Ἔφεσον καὶ εἰς Σμύρναν καὶ εἰς Πέργαμον καὶ εἰς Θυάτειρα καὶ εἰς Σάρδεις καὶ εἰς Φιλαδέλφειαν καὶ εἰς Λαοδίκειαν. 12Καὶ ἐπέστρεψα βλέπειν τὴν φωνὴν ἥτις ἐλάλει μετ' ἐμοῦ: καὶ ἐπιστρέψας εἶδον ἑπτὰ λυχνίας χρυσᾶς, 13καὶ ἐν μέσῳ τῶν λυχνιῶν ὅμοιον υἱὸν ἀνθρώπου, ἐνδεδυμένον ποδήρη καὶ περιεζωσμένον πρὸς τοῖς μαστοῖς ζώνην χρυσᾶν: 14ἡ δὲ κεφαλὴ αὐτοῦ καὶ αἱ τρίχες λευκαὶ ὡς ἔριον λευκόν, ὡς χιών, καὶ οἱ ὀφθαλμοὶ αὐτοῦ ὡς φλὸξ πυρός, 15καὶ οἱ πόδες αὐτοῦ ὅμοιοι χαλκολιβάνῳ ὡς ἐν καμίνῳ πεπυρωμένης, καὶ ἡ φωνὴ αὐτοῦ ὡς φωνὴ ὑδάτων πολλῶν, 16καὶ ἔχων ἐν τῇ δεξιᾷ χειρὶ αὐτοῦ ἀστέρας ἑπτά, καὶ ἐκ τοῦ στόματος αὐτοῦ ῥομφαία δίστομος ὀξεῖα ἐκπορευομένη, καὶ ἡ ὄψις αὐτοῦ ὡς ὁ ἥλιος φαίνει ἐν τῇ δυνάμει αὐτοῦ. 17Καὶ ὅτε εἶδον αὐτόν, ἔπεσα πρὸς τοὺς πόδας αὐτοῦ ὡς νεκρός: καὶ ἔθηκεν τὴν δεξιὰν αὐτοῦ ἐπ' ἐμὲ λέγων, Μὴ φοβοῦ: ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ πρῶτος καὶ ὁ ἔσχατος, 18καὶ ὁ ζῶν, καὶ ἐγενόμην νεκρὸς καὶ ἰδοὺ ζῶν εἰμι εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων, καὶ ἔχω τὰς κλεῖς τοῦ θανάτου καὶ τοῦ ἅ|δου. 19γράψον οὖν ἃ εἶδες καὶ ἃ εἰσὶν καὶ ἃ μέλλει γενέσθαι μετὰ ταῦτα. 20τὸ μυστήριον τῶν ἑπτὰ ἀστέρων οὓς εἶδες ἐπὶ τῆς δεξιᾶς μου, καὶ τὰς ἑπτὰ λυχνίας τὰς χρυσᾶς: οἱ ἑπτὰ ἀστέρες ἄγγελοι τῶν ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησιῶν εἰσιν, καὶ αἱ λυχνίαι αἱ ἑπτὰ ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησίαι εἰσίν.
Revelation Chapter 1: 1-2:  Greek Text Breakdown

1Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ἣν ἔδωκεν αὐτῷ ὁ θεός, δεῖξαι τοῖς δούλοις αὐτοῦ ἃ δεῖ γενέσθαι ἐν τάχει, καὶ ἐσήμανεν ἀποστείλας διὰ τοῦ ἀγγέλου αὐτοῦ τῷ δούλῳ αὐτοῦ Ἰωάννῃ, 2ὃς ἐμαρτύρησεν τὸν λόγον τοῦ θεοῦ καὶ τὴν μαρτυρίαν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ὅσα εἶδεν. 
1Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ,-- Apokalupsis –from apo—meaning off or away and Kalupso meaning a veil.  The ripping off of the veil or removing the cover of.  Ieesou—Jesus  (Greek Word meaning Savior). Kristou—Christ.  From the Hebrew Messiach or Messiah

The removing of the veil of the Jewish Messiah, Jesus.

 ἣν ἔδωκεν αὐτῷ ὁ θεός,-- Which The God gave to Him (to Jesus Christ)

δεῖξαι τοῖς δούλοις αὐτοῦ ἃ δεῖ γενέσθαι ἐν τάχει,-- To be showing continuously to the slaves of him (of Jesus Christ) the things which absolutely must be brought into existence, very quickly (or very fast)  that is the things will happen quickly, when they start.  NOT that these things will be coming to pass soon, but when the do come, they will happen very quickly.

καὶ ἐσήμανεν ἀποστείλας διὰ τοῦ ἀγγέλου αὐτοῦ-- And  he sent it in symbolic form or signed it through the angel of him (the angel being the instrument thru which it was sent and signified)

τῷ δούλῳ αὐτοῦ Ἰωάννῃ, -- To his own slave or servant, John.

2ὃς ἐμαρτύρησεν τὸν λόγον τοῦ θεοῦ-- Which one has witnessed in the past and is still witnessing now and shall be in the future, the Word of The God, (Witness is from Martureeoo meaning to witness as a spectator, to be an eyewitness to an event as a “witness in a courtroom”)
 καὶ τὴν μαρτυρίαν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ὅσα εἶδεν. -- And of the witness Jesus Christ, which one he (John) saw.

So, from these two verses we learn.

1. It is a single revelation

2. It was Given by God to Jesus for him to show to his SERVANTS,  all of them.

3. It was sent in symbolic form thru the Lord’s angel
4. That the things MUST come to pass.  
5. It was sent to John the Apostle
6. It was an official record of things which when they came to pass would happen quickly.
7. We learn these things are future tense from the time of the writing which was AD 96, and therefore could not have occurred before that date.
Some things that are unveiled in this book: 


The message is to John, from the one which was, which is and which is to come and from the Seven Spirits of God:

Rev 1:2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.   John left a record, a written record in the Gospel of John, and in I, II and III John, as well as Revelation.  This record bore witness to the Word of God, the Testimony of Jesus Christ, and all the things John saw.

John 20:30-31:  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.

I John 5:13  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

Greek Text of Revelation 1:3-4

3μακάριος ὁ ἀναγινώσκων καὶ οἱ ἀκούοντες τοὺς λόγους τῆς προφητείας καὶ τηροῦντες τὰ ἐν αὐτῇ γεγραμμένα, ὁ γὰρ καιρὸς ἐγγύς. 4Ἰωάννης ταῖς ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησίαις ταῖς ἐν τῇ Ἀσίᾳ: χάρις ὑμῖν καὶ εἰρήνη ἀπὸ ὁ ὢν καὶ ὁ ἦν καὶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος, καὶ ἀπὸ τῶν ἑπτὰ πνευμάτων ἃ ἐνώπιον τοῦ θρόνου αὐτοῦ,
3μακάριος ὁ ἀναγινώσκων –blessed is the one reading (from the verb ginosko, meaning to have knowledge by experience hence, the one reading and comprehending; reading with the purpose in mind of learning)
καὶ οἱ ἀκούοντες τοὺς λόγους τῆς προφητείας –and the ones hearing (from Akouoo meaning to hear with understanding, not just hearing a noise) the words of this (this one here, the one nearby, ie the book of Revelation) of the prophecy.
καὶ τηροῦντες τὰ ἐν αὐτῇ γεγραμμένα,--and the ones keeping (from the Greek Teereoo, to keep or guard, to give attention to, to stand guard over, and pay strict attention to) the things in this writing.
 ὁ γὰρ καιρὸς ἐγγύς.  For the time is near and at hand and imminent. 
4Ἰωάννης ταῖς ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησίαις ταῖς ἐν τῇ Ἀσίᾳ: --John, to the seven churches the ones in Asia (Our Modern day Turkey).
 χάρις ὑμῖν καὶ εἰρήνη ἀπὸ ὁ ὢν καὶ ὁ ἦν καὶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος, --Grace to all of you and peace, from the one which is being, and the one which was existent in the past, and the one who is coming
καὶ ἀπὸ τῶν ἑπτὰ πνευμάτων ἃ ἐνώπιον τοῦ θρόνου αὐτοῦ,--and from alongside the seven spirits the ones down in front of the throne of him,
Greek Text of Revelation 1:5-6

5καὶ ἀπὸ Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ὁ μάρτυς ὁ πιστός, ὁ πρωτότοκος τῶν νεκρῶν καὶ ὁ ἄρχων τῶν βασιλέων τῆς γῆς. Τῷ ἀγαπῶντι ἡμᾶς καὶ λύσαντι ἡμᾶς ἐκ τῶν ἁμαρτιῶν ἡμῶν ἐν τῷ αἵματι αὐτοῦ 6καὶ ἐποίησεν ἡμᾶς βασιλείαν, ἱερεῖς τῷ θεῷ καὶ πατρὶ αὐτοῦ αὐτῷ ἡ δόξα καὶ τὸ κράτος εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας [τῶν αἰώνων]: ἀμήν.

5καὶ ἀπὸ Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ὁ μάρτυς ὁ πιστός, --and from Jesus Christ, the Witness the Faithful
ὁ πρωτότοκος τῶν νεκρῶν—the first one to be born of the dead ones
 καὶ ὁ ἄρχων τῶν βασιλέων τῆς γῆς.—and the Chief one, Most High Prominent (one) of the Kings of the earth.
 Τῷ ἀγαπῶντι ἡμᾶς—in the Locative, Instrumental or Dative Case in Greek,  meaning the “one in whom you are loved, the one who is the instrument thru which you are loved or the one whom you are the objects of his love.
 καὶ λύσαντι ἡμᾶς –and the one loosing us (note the King James translates this as “wash” a common mistake since the original word for wash is (Louo and for loose is Luo.  In their declensions a mistake is sometimes made , and rather than loose, the word is translated “wash”)
ἐκ τῶν ἁμαρτιῶν ἡμῶν –out of the sins of us
ἐν τῷ αἵματι αὐτοῦ--in the blood of himself
 6καὶ ἐποίησεν ἡμᾶς βασιλείαν,--and making us Kings, 
 ἱερεῖς τῷ θεῷ καὶ πατρὶ αὐτοῦ αὐτῷ --Priests, to the God and Father of Him, to this one
ἡ δόξα καὶ τὸ κράτος –the glory and the dominion (from Kratos, meaning power over, force, strength)
εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας [τῶν αἰώνων]:--with reference to the ages of the ages;  referencing the ages of the ages, meaning the reference point of his all these things are from eternity to eternity.  Forever.  Without end. Everlasting.  His work commenced in Eternity past and shall continue throughout the ages of the ages into the eternal future.  Having no beginning or ending.
 ἀμήν.—firm,  metaph. Faithful, verily, amen, at the beginning of a discourse - surely, truly, of a truth, at the end - so it is, so be it, may it be fulfilled. It was a custom, which passed over from the synagogues to the Christian assemblies, that when he who had read or discoursed, had offered up solemn prayer to God, the others responded Amen, and thus made the substance of what was uttered their own.  The word "amen" is a most remarkable word. It was transliterated directly from the Hebrew into the Greek of the New Testament, then into Latin and into English and many other languages, so that it is practically a universal word. It has been called the best known word in human speech. The word is directly related -- in fact, almost identical -- to the Hebrew word for "believe" (amam), or faithful. Thus, it came to mean "sure" or "truly", an expression of absolute trust and confidence.
Greek Text of Revelation 1:7-8

7Ἰδοὺ ἔρχεται μετὰ τῶν νεφελῶν, καὶ ὄψεται αὐτὸν πᾶς ὀφθαλμὸς καὶ οἵτινες αὐτὸν ἐξεκέντησαν, καὶ κόψονται ἐπ' αὐτὸν πᾶσαι αἱ φυλαὶ τῆς γῆς. ναί, ἀμήν. 8Ἐγώ εἰμι τὸ Ἄλφα καὶ τὸ *)=ω, λέγει κύριος ὁ θεός, ὁ ὢν καὶ ὁ ἦν καὶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος, ὁ παντοκράτωρ.
7Ἰδοὺ ἔρχεται μετὰ τῶν νεφελῶν,--Behold, He himself is coming with the clouds
 καὶ ὄψεται αὐτὸν πᾶς ὀφθαλμὸς –and shall see him, every eye
καὶ οἵτινες αὐτὸν ἐξεκέντησαν, --and the ones who pierced him 
καὶ κόψονται ἐπ' αὐτὸν πᾶσαι αἱ φυλαὶ τῆς γῆς.—And every kindred on earth including the twelve sons of Jacob shall be continually wailing, smiting themselves on the breast and beating themselves on the breast in remorse and wailing, upon him.  (their wailings shall rest upon him)
ναί, ἀμήν. Even so, Amen
8Ἐγώ εἰμι τὸ Ἄλφα καὶ τὸ , --I, even I am the Alpha and the Omega (Greek Figure using the first and last letters of the Greek Alphabet, to signify He is the first and last of all things)
λέγει κύριος ὁ θεός, ὁ ὢν –is saying the Lord, THE GOD, the one being in existence all the time,
καὶ ὁ ἦν – and the one being in existence in the past, as far back as one cares to go.
καὶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος, --and the one coming at this present time
ὁ παντοκράτωρ.—the one who holds sway over all thing; the ruler of  all; the almighty: God
We immediately see then from Chapter One:

Rev. 1:3-8

1. There is a blessing to anyone who will read the words of this prophecy.

2. There is a blessing to anyone who will hear them

3. There is a blessing to all who keep the words of this prophecy

Rev 1:4:
4. Jesus Christ is the Faithful Witness

5. Jesus Christ is the First born from the Dead

6. He is Prince of the Kings of the Earth

7. He loved us and loosed us from our sins and that washing was in His blood not water. (note the word “washed is a mistranslation)

8. He has made us kings and priests

9. Glory and Dominion are to be given to him

10. Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they [also] which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.  (Note:  “cometh” is in the present tense active voice and means he is coming as we write) 

11. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.  ( He is the first and last of all things.  He is the beginning and ending of all things.  He was pre-existent as far back in time and eternity as one cares to go, and is presently existing and shall be into the future as far as one cares to travel.  In other words, He is present.  And he is the Almighty one.  The El Shaddai, the most High God, the Jehovah of the Old Testament)

Greek Text of Revelation 1:9-10

9Ἐγὼ Ἰωάννης, ὁ ἀδελφὸς ὑμῶν καὶ συγκοινωνὸς ἐν τῇ θλίψει καὶ βασιλείᾳ καὶ ὑπομονῇ ἐν Ἰησοῦ, ἐγενόμην ἐν τῇ νήσῳ τῇ καλουμένῃ Πάτμῳ διὰ τὸν λόγον τοῦ θεοῦ καὶ τὴν μαρτυρίαν Ἰησοῦ. 10ἐγενόμην ἐν πνεύματι ἐν τῇ κυριακῇ ἡμέρᾳ, καὶ ἤκουσα ὀπίσω μου φωνὴν μεγάλην ὡς σάλπιγγος
9Ἐγὼ Ἰωάννης, ὁ ἀδελφὸς ὑμῶν –I am John, the brother of you all
καὶ συγκοινωνὸς ἐν τῇ θλίψει—and in common bond with you in the mental anguish; a pressing, pressing together, pressure;  metaph. oppression, affliction, tribulation, distress, straits

 καὶ βασιλείᾳ καὶ ὑπομονῇ ἐν Ἰησοῦ, --and kingdom, and steadfastness, constancy, endurance

a) in the NT the characteristic of a man who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings;  patiently, and steadfastly,  a patient, steadfast waiting for; a patient enduring, sustaining, perseverance
ἐγενόμην ἐν τῇ νήσῳ τῇ καλουμένῃ Πάτμῳ --came to be existing in the Island the one being called Patmos
διὰ τὸν λόγον τοῦ θεοῦ καὶ τὴν μαρτυρίαν Ἰησοῦ. –thru the word of the God and the witness of Jesus (That is the Word and Witness were the instruments thru which he came to be Located at Patmos, )
10ἐγενόμην ἐν πνεύματι ἐν τῇ κυριακῇ ἡμέρᾳ,--came to be existing in the spirit in the Lord’s day.
 καὶ ἤκουσα ὀπίσω μου φωνὴν –and I heard a sound, a voice behind me
μεγάλην ὡς σάλπιγγος.—a great sound, a mega voice even as a trumpet
Greek Text of Revelation 1: 11-12

11λεγούσης, Ὃ βλέπεις γράψον εἰς βιβλίον καὶ πέμψον ταῖς ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησίαις, εἰς Ἔφεσον καὶ εἰς Σμύρναν καὶ εἰς Πέργαμον καὶ εἰς Θυάτειρα καὶ εἰς Σάρδεις καὶ εἰς Φιλαδέλφειαν καὶ εἰς Λαοδίκειαν. 12Καὶ ἐπέστρεψα βλέπειν τὴν φωνὴν ἥτις ἐλάλει μετ' ἐμοῦ: καὶ ἐπιστρέψας εἶδον ἑπτὰ λυχνίας χρυσᾶς,
11λεγούσης, Ὃ βλέπεις γράψον εἰς βιβλίον—saying (the voice was saying with a voice like a trumpet) “The thing you are seeing, be writing into a book.”
 καὶ πέμψον ταῖς ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησίαις, --and send to the seven churches.
εἰς Ἔφεσον καὶ εἰς Σμύρναν καὶ εἰς Πέργαμον καὶ εἰς Θυάτειρα καὶ εἰς Σάρδεις καὶ εἰς Φιλαδέλφειαν καὶ εἰς Λαοδίκειαν. – into Ephesus, and into Smyrna, and Into Pergamos, and into Thyatira, and into Sardis and into Philadelphia and into Laodicea.
12Καὶ ἐπέστρεψα –and I turned myself
βλέπειν—to be seeing 
 τὴν φωνὴν ἥτις ἐλάλει μετ' ἐμοῦ:--the voice the one which was speaking with me.
 καὶ ἐπιστρέψας εἶδον ἑπτὰ λυχνίας χρυσᾶς, –and being turned, I saw seven golden Menorahs or lampstands
Rev. 1:9-12:


I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,  Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send [it] unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.  And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;
He we have two symbols:   “A voice like a trumpet” and “seven Golden Candlesticks”

Great Voice like a trumpet/as of a trumpet:  

Exodus 19:16-19 And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that [was] in the camp trembled…And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice.

Deut. 5:22:  These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.  Rev. 11:12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.

Matt 24:31:  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Rev 16:1 And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.

I Cor 15:52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

Rev 16:17  And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done.

Rev 21:3: And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, [and be] their God.

We See this “great voice appeared first in Sinai, at the giving of the Law; that it came from Heaven itself, and came out of the temple.  It is the voice of God Himself speaking.  A trumpet was almost always sounded to show an impending battle, or to arraign the troops for the battle.  To this very day, the bugler in the United States Army has bugle (trumpet) sounds which he can play to signal the troops to attack, retreat, reveille, taps and so on.  So the trumpet in symbolic form is going to be the voice of the eternal God signaling the battle, or calling his people.  Every passage in the Scripture regarding the trumpet will have to do with God calling his own, or judging his own or preparing Himself for battle or his people preparing and fighting battles.  In particular, in Revelation, we find the trumpet sounding as the wrath of God is poured out, on the earth.

The alpha and the omega, the first and last,.  These are all Greek idioms.  An idiom is a word or phrase that means something different to what the words imply if interpreted literally. When a person uses an idiom, the listener might take the actual meaning wrong if he or she has not heard this figure of speech before.  Idioms don't usually cross language boundaries. In some cases, when an idiom is translated into another language, the meaning of the idiom is changed or does not make any sense as it once did in another language. Idioms are probably the hardest thing for a person to learn in the process of learning a new language  This is because most people grow up using idioms as if their true meanings actually make sense.  In our text it is figurative to mean that the speaker is the first of everything and the last of everything.  Go as far back in time or eternity you wish, and “in the Beginning” you will find God –Jesus Christ, the author of all things the finisher of all things, and you will find, he was in the past, is at present and shall be in the future.  Again, the symbolic language is used here to mean God himself, in the form of Jesus the Messiah.

I turned to see the voice, and being turned, I saw 7 Golden candlesticks.  The word candlestick appears 12 times in the KJV of Scripture, in ten verses, and in every verse has to do with either the Temple of God or the Church.  The candlestick or menorah as it is known as in the Hebrew Language, was used in the tabernacle and temple to give light to it.  The Jews and the nation of Israel was God’s light-bearer to truth and the Word in the Old Testament, and the Church is his light-bearer to these things in the New Testament, but we will let Scripture interpret itself for if we look to Revelation 1:20, we read:

Greek Text of Revelation 1: 13-15

13καὶ ἐν μέσῳ τῶν λυχνιῶν ὅμοιον υἱὸν ἀνθρώπου, ἐνδεδυμένον ποδήρη καὶ περιεζωσμένον πρὸς τοῖς μαστοῖς ζώνην χρυσᾶν: 14ἡ δὲ κεφαλὴ αὐτοῦ καὶ αἱ τρίχες λευκαὶ ὡς ἔριον λευκόν, ὡς χιών, καὶ οἱ ὀφθαλμοὶ αὐτοῦ ὡς φλὸξ πυρός, 15καὶ οἱ πόδες αὐτοῦ ὅμοιοι χαλκολιβάνῳ ὡς ἐν καμίνῳ πεπυρωμένης, καὶ ἡ φωνὴ αὐτοῦ ὡς φωνὴ ὑδάτων πολλῶν,
13καὶ ἐν μέσῳ τῶν λυχνιῶν—and in the midst or middle of the Menorahs
 ὅμοιον υἱὸν ἀνθρώπου, --one like unto, a similitude, of the Son of Man
ἐνδεδυμένον ποδήρη—clothing himself putting on the clothes of; garmenting himself all the way down to his feet. (This is a perfect passive participle, meaning the person was clothing himself at some past time  -- having clothed himself, or dressed himself)
 καὶ περιεζωσμένον πρὸς τοῖς μαστοῖς ζώνην χρυσᾶν:--and being girded about his chest with a golden girdle; a breastplate of gold, girded here is in the passive voice meaning someone was placing the girdle on him…he was being girded with a golden breastplate.
 14ἡ δὲ κεφαλὴ αὐτοῦ καὶ αἱ τρίχες λευκαὶ ὡς ἔριον λευκόν, ὡς χιών,
--but the head of him and the hairs of this one, they were white even as snow
καὶ οἱ ὀφθαλμοὶ αὐτοῦ ὡς φλὸξ πυρός,--and the eyes of him were flaming, even as fire flames.
 15καὶ οἱ πόδες αὐτοῦ ὅμοιοι χαλκολιβάνῳ ὡς ἐν καμίνῳ πεπυρωμένης,--and the feet of him were even as, in the similitude, in likeness to fine brass, a metal which shined like brass and was perhaps more precious than gold; beautiful in their appearance, shining with the luster of brass and gold; even as they had been burned in a furnace and all the dross removed.
 καὶ ἡ φωνὴ αὐτοῦ ὡς φωνὴ ὑδάτων πολλῶν,--and the voice of him of this one, was even as the sound of many or much waters, like a waterfall, or the ocean’s sound.
Greek Text of Revelation 1: 16-18

16καὶ ἔχων ἐν τῇ δεξιᾷ χειρὶ αὐτοῦ ἀστέρας ἑπτά, καὶ ἐκ τοῦ στόματος αὐτοῦ ῥομφαία δίστομος ὀξεῖα ἐκπορευομένη, καὶ ἡ ὄψις αὐτοῦ ὡς ὁ ἥλιος φαίνει ἐν τῇ δυνάμει αὐτοῦ. 17Καὶ ὅτε εἶδον αὐτόν, ἔπεσα πρὸς τοὺς πόδας αὐτοῦ ὡς νεκρός: καὶ ἔθηκεν τὴν δεξιὰν αὐτοῦ ἐπ' ἐμὲ λέγων, Μὴ φοβοῦ: ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ πρῶτος καὶ ὁ ἔσχατος, 18καὶ ὁ ζῶν, καὶ ἐγενόμην νεκρὸς καὶ ἰδοὺ ζῶν εἰμι εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων, καὶ ἔχω τὰς κλεῖς τοῦ θανάτου καὶ τοῦ ἅ|δου.
16καὶ ἔχων ἐν τῇ δεξιᾷ χειρὶ αὐτοῦ ἀστέρας ἑπτά, --and he was holding in the right hand of him, stars or asteroids, seven.
καὶ ἐκ τοῦ στόματος αὐτοῦ ῥομφαία δίστομος ὀξεῖα ἐκπορευομένη, and out of the mouth of him sword two-edged, sharp, is going out, or departing.
καὶ ἡ ὄψις αὐτοῦ ὡς ὁ ἥλιος φαίνει ἐν τῇ δυνάμει αὐτοῦ. And the outward appearance and face of him was even as the rays of the sun when it shines forth at its brightest moment.
17Καὶ ὅτε εἶδον αὐτόν, ἔπεσα πρὸς τοὺς πόδας αὐτοῦ ὡς νεκρός: --And when I saw him, I fell down prostrate, toward the feet of him, even as a dead person.
καὶ ἔθηκεν τὴν δεξιὰν αὐτοῦ ἐπ' ἐμὲ λέγων, Μὴ φοβοῦ: ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ πρῶτος καὶ ὁ ἔσχατος, --and he placed the right hand of himself, upon me saying, Do not fear (imperative mood—you will not be afraid); I even I, the First and the Last (first of all things and the last of all things)
 18καὶ ὁ ζῶν, καὶ ἐγενόμην νεκρὸς καὶ ἰδοὺ ζῶν εἰμι εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων ,—and I am the one living, the living one, and was the one who became dead, and behold, look, Living I am, into the ages of the ages, truthfully 
 καὶ ἔχω τὰς κλεῖς τοῦ θανάτου καὶ τοῦ ἅ|δου.,--and I am having and holding the keys of the Death the terrible (the second death) and of the hades, the unseen world of spirits, the grave, demonic spirits, the complete spirit world, including paradise and hell itself.
Greek Text of Revelation 1: 19-20

19γράψον οὖν ἃ εἶδες καὶ ἃ εἰσὶν καὶ ἃ μέλλει γενέσθαι μετὰ ταῦτα. 20τὸ μυστήριον τῶν ἑπτὰ ἀστέρων οὓς εἶδες ἐπὶ τῆς δεξιᾶς μου, καὶ τὰς ἑπτὰ λυχνίας τὰς χρυσᾶς: οἱ ἑπτὰ ἀστέρες ἄγγελοι τῶν ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησιῶν εἰσιν, καὶ αἱ λυχνίαι αἱ ἑπτὰ ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησίαι εἰσίν.
θανάτου καὶ τοῦ ἅ|δου.
19γράψον οὖν ἃ εἶδες καὶ ἃ εἰσὶν καὶ ἃ μέλλει γενέσθαι μετὰ ταῦτα. 

—You will be writing therefore, (because of what was just said above) the things which you have seen, and the things which are being at present and the thing which are on the point of, or about to be coming into existence after these things.
20τὸ μυστήριον τῶν ἑπτὰ ἀστέρων οὓς εἶδες ἐπὶ τῆς δεξιᾶς μου, καὶ τὰς ἑπτὰ λυχνίας τὰς χρυσᾶς: --the mystery or the hidden thing of the seven asteroids, which ones you saw upon the right hand of me, and the seven menorahs 
οἱ ἑπτὰ ἀστέρες ἄγγελοι τῶν ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησιῶν εἰσιν,--the seven asteroids or stars, angels (messengers) of the seven churches, they are.
 καὶ αἱ λυχνίαι αἱ ἑπτὰ ἑπτὰ ἐκκλησίαι εἰσίν.—and the menorahs or lampstands are the seven churches.
Please note:   Again, Scripture reveals the symbol and the thing the symbol stood for.  Seven stars are seven messengers, seven lampstands are the seven churches.
Rev. 1:20

“The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.”  Now if seven candlesticks were seven churches, then one candlestick would be one church.  Note these candlesticks were of gold, the most precious metal known to man, and the representation of them being gold is whatever they are they are precious to the Lord God.
In the study of Scripture, always remember the Scripture is its own best interpreter and many times will interpret a passage for you.  In this same passage above we see the seven stars are the messengers or “angels” of the seven churches.  We note that they are in the hand of the one mentioned here.  In the Original it states they are “held” in his hand as if being held in a holding cell.   If you will read the letters to the “seven churches”  you will find them addressed personally to the “angel of the church” not the church.  The 7 letters were written to God’s messengers of those churches, or to the pastor, since the pastor is God’s messenger to his church.  Yet in those letters, an admonition is given to the churches to “Let the church hear what the spirit saith to the churches.”  Each church was to hear what God said to all of them.  However the pastor or “angel” of the church is the one to whom God addressed the letters and it is the pastor who is held accountable and liable for the condition of the churches.  I would point out and note though, that God hold them in HIS hand, and churches need to be very very careful as to how they treat his “angels”.   Let God handle them, and He will render to each one his due reward.  If they need to be removed, He will do so. 

In each of those letters the personal Old English Pronoun “thou” was used and “thou” was  a 2nd person singular, meaning you, not all of you.  Otherwise it would have been “ye” the 2nd person plural in Old English.  This if further proof the letters were written to an individual not a group.

Continuing with Rev 1:12-20 we read: 

And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;
And in the midst of the seven candlesticks [one] like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.

You will find this phrase mentioned in Rev. 14:14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud [one] sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle., and again in Dan 7:13  I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.  The phrase “Son of Man” is peculiar to the writings of Ezekiel and God over and again called him “Son of Man”

Jesus referred to himself as the “Son of Man” in Matt 8:20, Matt 9:6 “But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.”  And in Matt 10:23, But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.; Matt  11:19: The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.; Matt 12:8, For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.;  Matt 12:32, And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the [world] to come.;  Matt 12:40, For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.; also in Matt 13:37; 13:41; 16:13; Matt 17: 9, 12, 22; Matt 18:11; Matt 19:28;  Matt 20:18,28; Matt 24:27,30,37, 39, 44; Matt 25:13, 31; Matt 26:2, 24, 45, 64; It is used in Mark 14 times, in Luke 26 times and eleven times in John and every one of them refer to Jesus Christ.  In the Major Prophets Isa, Jer, Eze and Daniel, the phrase is found 82 times.  One can readily see the phrase referred to Jesus the Messiah. But again, in symbol form.


His head and [his] hairs [were] white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes [were] as a flame of fire;

And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.

And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance [was] as the sun shineth in his strength.

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:

I [am] he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;

The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.
Can there be any doubt that John’s vision and Daniel’s were visions of the same personage, Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel, the God of God’s?   

In concluding the first chapter of this wonderful book we find a revelation of Jesus Christ in the First Chapter as the Very God of Gods, the God of the Old Testament; the God of the Prophets; The God who gave the Law at Sinai, and who delivered Israel.  ALL OF THIS IN SYMBOLIC FORM.  

We find him as walking up and down in the midst of the seven church pastors and churches, knowing what is going on in his churches and with his “angels”  He is revealed as absolute Lord of the Church and the Pastors of the Churches.  The Sovereign God over all the Old Testament and Over the Church and the New Testament.




Description in Revelation:


clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.  His head and [his] hairs [were] white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes [were] as a flame of fire;And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.”   


And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.


For the feet of brass see also, EZE 1














Daniel’s Description of God





I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment [was] white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne [was like] the fiery flame, [and] his wheels [as] burning fire.


Dan 10:5-6: Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins [were] girded with fine gold of Uphaz: His body also [was] like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.











