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Biblical Terms Redefined by Mormons

Mormons often use common terms that to them have completely different meanings than those used in the Bible or by orthodox Christian churches. Mormons may say they believe in "Jesus Christ," trust in the "scriptures," believe they are "saved by grace," and have been "born-again". They will talk about "eternal life" and things like "heaven," but they rarely explain what they mean when they use such terminology.

Holding back information is especially a problem with Mormons in the mission field. It is not uncommon for Mormon missionaries to purposely refrain from discussing doctrines which clearly separate Mormonism from the usual perception of Christianity. They are well aware that to do otherwise would risk any chance of a return visit. In many foreign countries the local population is at a severe disadvantage. Very few books are printed in their native language which critically examine LDS teachings. In many areas they do not even have a translated set of the standard works. At best they may have a copy of the Book of Mormon (or selections). Since the Book of Mormon does not reflect modern LDS teaching on many critical issues, this only adds to the deception 10.

Here is an alphabetical list of some of the more important terms and their meanings to a Mormon:
AARONIC PRIESTHOOD: This is called the lesser priesthood, and is usually held by young men starting at the age of 12 to the age of about 18. It is also held for a short time by men who have just become members.
AFTERLIFE: The Mormon afterlife is divided up into four levels. From the lowest to the highest they are: hell, and then three levels of heaven: the telestial, the terrestrial, and the place where God dwells, the celestial (also called the kingdom of God). The celestial is also divided, the highest level being "exaltation," or becoming a God.
APOSTLES: The Mormon Church claims to have the same organization as the primitive church that Jesus set up. They also have twelve apostles and sometimes use this as a proof of their divine appointment as the one true church. But they actually have fifteen or more most of the time. The general practice has been for a new president, who is also an apostle, to appoint counselors from the Quorum of the Twelve; then the openings left by the president and his counselors are filled, resulting in a total of fifteen.
CELESTIAL KINGDOM: See Heaven.
ELOHIM: The name of God the Father.
EXALTATION: This is becoming a God in the highest level of the celestial kingdom.
ETERNAL PROGRESSION: The teaching that each of us has the potential to become a God just like God the Father did. He was once a man capable of physical death, was resurrected and progressed to become a God. We can take a similar path and get all the power, glory, dominion, and knowledge the Father and Jesus Christ has. We then will be able to procreate spirit children who will worship us as we do God the Father.
GOD: Usually means God the Father. He was once a man like us capable of physical death and he progressed until he became a God. He has a body of flesh and bones, but no blood. Within Mormonism, Gods, angels, people and devils all have the same nature or substance but are at different stages along the line of progression to Godhood.
GRACE - The Mormon concept of grace means making oneself worthy of the grace of God by doing good works in the church, temple, and community.
HEAVEN-The Mormon church teaches there are three levels of heaven (three "degrees of glory"):

· Telestial - where unbelievers go 

· Terrestrial - for religious people who aren't Mormons and for Mormons who have not met the requirements of the 

· Celestial - for Mormons who have kept ALL of the laws and ordinances of their church. What will the celestial heaven (kingdom) supposedly be like for a good Mormon? He will be a god, he will rule over a planet with his wives and spirit children. 

HELL: A place of torment from which the worst of sinners are resurrected (if they repent) into the Telestial kingdom; only a limited number remain in hell forever, - the devil and the demons and apostates who consciously reject and work against Mormonism.
HOLY GHOST: The third member of the Godhead, a personage of spirit, unlike the Father and Son who have bodies of flesh and bones.
JEHOVAH: The pre-incarnate name for Jesus Christ.
JESUS CHRIST: The spirit of Jesus Christ was the first spirit born to God the Father and his wife (Heavenly Mother). He progressed to become a God under the Father. (The Father is also the literal father of Jesus' body in the exact same way we were begotten by our earthly parents.) He now has a body of flesh and bones, but no blood. He is the spirit brother of Satan whose spirit was procreated in the same way as Jesus'. To Mormons, even the atonement of his shed blood is not enough to provide forgiveness of sin and bring eternal life. Stripped of his Deity and demoted to a partial Savior, the Jesus of Mormonism has been robbed of his power and authority. Not only is the Mormon Jesus one who had struggled to achieve his own salvation, he also failed to establish his church. Both in Jerusalem and in the America's where Jesus was supposed to have visited, he attempted to build a group of followers. But in each case, truth was overcome by the alleged early church apostasy into false teaching.
MARRIAGE: The Mormon Church teaches two types of marriage. One ends at death. The other is for "time and eternity." If the couple is married in a Mormon temple by someone with authority it is believed they will stay married in the next life. This kind of marriage is needed if they are to progress, not only as husband and wife, but as God and Goddess.
MELCHIZEDEK PRIESTHOOD: The higher of two categories of ministry in the LDS Church, assigned primarily to seasoned members over the age of 18, males only.
POLYGAMY: The practice of men having more than one wife was started by Joseph Smith in the early/mid 1830's and ostensibly ended in 1890. It is not now sanctioned by the LDS church headquartered in Salt Lake City. Members found practicing it are excommunicated. While the practice was ended, the revelation teaching it is still in Mormon scripture (Doctrine & Covenants 132). Some Mormon splinter groups believe the teaching was for eternity and still practice it. These modern-day polygamists (called fundamentalists) number in the 30,000-50,000 range.
PRE-EXISTENCE: The Mormon teaching that our spirits (Mormons and non-Mormons) were procreated in a premortal life by God the Father and our Mother in Heaven, that our spirits were born and raised to maturity before coming to earth to obtain physical bodies, and that the spirit of Jesus Christ was the first one born to our Heavenly parents.
PRIESTHOOD: A category of ministry in the LDS Church open to all worthy males 12 years of age or older, empowering them to act in God's name. Non-Mormons cannot hold the priesthood, hence they have no authority. Men of African descent have only recently (by special correction of the original revelations) been allowed to hold these offices.
PROPHET: The top leader of the Mormon Church is considered not only a prophet but is also a seer and revelator. He has the title "president." He is the only one who can speak for the whole church and receive new revelation for the whole church. When the current prophet dies, the most senior (time as an apostle, not age) of the twelve apostles, the president of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, becomes the new president. He can appoint counselors, who receive their authority from him.
SALVATION: A word that Mormons qualify in one of three ways: unconditional or general salvation is simply resurrection from the dead, granted to all through Christ's atonement; conditional or individual salvation involves entering the celestial kingdom through works of Mormonism; full salvation means exaltation to become a God as a result of temple ceremonies and other works. The word 'salvation' can have a two-fold meaning: a) forgiveness of sins and b) universal resurrection:

· "There will be a General Salvation for all in the sense in which that term is generally used, but salvation, meaning resurrection, is not exaltation" (Stephen L. Richards, Contributions of Joseph Smith, LDS tract, p.5). 

· "All men are saved by grace alone without any act on their part, meaning they are resurrected" (Bruce McConkie, What Mormons Think of Christ", LDS tract, p.28). 

The Mormons have several different levels of "salvation".

· General salvation- in Mormon theology, the death of Christ ransoms men from the effects of the fall (Mormon Doctrine, p.62), except for a few sons of perdition who fell with Lucifer. Thus, all mankind will eventually receive general salvation because all men will be resurrected. 

· Individual salvation - to obtain individual salvation, the standards set forth by the Mormon church must be met. This comes by grace plus baptism plus works. 

· Exaltation - different degrees of exaltation 

· Eternal life on the other hand is reserved for the elite few who qualify and are found worthy of this "honor" or "reward" and who will move on to be "exalted." This salvation is in fact the personal "exaltation" or the fast track of the "eternal progression" process in attaining your own self-made status of godhood in order to people your own planet. 

SATAN: One of the spirit children of God. As a consequence of their rebellion Satan and his angels cannot have mortal bodies - hence cannot progress.
SCRIPTURES: The Mormon Church has four documents it calls canonized scriptures: the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, Pearl of Great Price, and the King James Version of the Holy Bible.
SON OF GOD: Along with Jesus Christ, all of us are viewed as the children of God, his literal spirit children. This makes us all - Mormons, non-Mormons, Jesus Christ and Satan - spirit brothers.
SPIRITS: Nonmaterial beings allegedly procreated in the pre-existence by God the Father and his wife. Jesus Christ, and even we ourselves, were supposedly born and raised to maturity as spirits before coming into bodies on this earth. The spirit of Satan was also procreated in this way. This makes Satan and Jesus Christ spirit brothers. Jesus selected a righteous path; Satan selected the opposite.
STANDARD WORKS: The four canonized scriptures (see Scripture above) used by the Mormon Church are called the Standard Works.
TEMPLE: One of about four dozen special (for LDS) buildings around the world in which sacred (to LDS) ceremonies are performed for the living and the dead; off limits to nonmembers and even to Mormons who lack a "temple recommend" from their leaders. Only about 20% of the Mormons qualify to go.
TRINITY: This word is used by Christians to summarize the Biblical teaching that within the one true God is three persons: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost. They share the same nature or substance so that there are not three Gods, but three persons in the one God. Mormons say they also believe in the Trinitarian concept of God. But really what they mean are that God the Father is a God, God the Son is another God, and God the Holy Ghost is a third God and they are "one God" because they are "one in purpose." Mormons often have an incorrect understanding of what Christians mean by the "Trinity." They say Christians believe that the Father, Son and Holy Ghost are one person (i.e., Monophysiteism) or that God shows himself as the Father or the Son or the Holy Ghost (i.e. Modalism).
VIRGIN BIRTH: A concept negated by the view that God, a resurrected man with flesh and bones according to Mormon teachings, literally fathered Jesus in the flesh in the same way in which earthly men father their children. Despite the documented position of previous Mormon prophets, presidents, and apostles about the nature of Christ's conception, modern LDS apologists maintain that "Christ was born of a virgin". How can they? By changing the definition of the word "virgin". The reasoning goes like this: since Mary had sexual relations with an immortal man, not a mortal man, the phrase "virgin birth" still applies.
WORD OF WISDOM: The name for the Mormon Church's teaching requiring abstinence from tobacco, alcohol, and hot drinks (tea and coffee).

Comparisons made by Mormon Leaders between the Bible and Book of Mormon. In contrast to the Bible, Mormons believe the Book of Mormon is perfect because it was translated perfectly (miraculously) as reflected in the second half of the same Article of Faith: "...we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God [but without any qualifications as to translation accuracy]" (Pearl of Great Price).

· President Ezra Taft Benson stated: "Unlike the Bible, which passed through generations of copyists, translators, and corrupt religionists who tampered with the text, the Book of Mormon came from writer to reader in just one inspired step of translation" ("The Keystone of Our Religion", The Ensign, January 1992, page 5). 

· Joseph Smith claimed: "I told the brethren that the Book of Mormon was more correct than any book on earth, and the keystone of our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by abiding its precepts, than by any other book" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.194). 

· An official and widely read LDS publication reads: "Men can get nearer to the Lord, can have more of the spirit of conversion and conformity in their hearts...can gain a better understanding of the doctrines of salvation through the Book of Mormon than they can through the Bible...there will be more people saved in the kingdom of God - ten thousand times over - because of the Book of Mormon than there will be because of the Bible" (The Ensign, November 1984, p. 7). 

· A letter from the First Presidency (Presidents Benson, Hinckley, and Monson) to all members of the Church states: "The most reliable way to measure the accuracy of any biblical passage is not by comparing different texts, but by comparison with the Book of Mormon and modern-day revelations". (Church News, June 20, 1992, page 3, letter dated May 22, 1992). 

The Mormon Test for Truthfulness

Mormons often challenge people to pray with sincerity concerning the truthfulness of the Book of Mormon, citing a verse in its closing book:

· "And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost" (Moroni 10:4). 

Many sincere seekers fall for this ploy, being ignorant of the warnings set forth by the Bible. Nowhere does the Bible ever direct the believing Christian to take any religious book and pray about the truthfulness of its contents. While we are told to ask God for wisdom (James 1:5), the clear Biblical directive and pattern to follow includes more than this:

· "do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world" (1 John. 4:1). 

· "If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, he is conceited and understands nothing" (1 Tim. 6:3-4). 

· "Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves" (2 Cor. 13:5). 

· "you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false" (Rev. 2:2). 

· "Prove all things, hold fast that which is good" (1 Thess. 5:21). 

· The Apostle Paul knew the gospel he preached was true because Christ's resurrection was historically verifiable (1 Cor. 15:1-8). Is the Book of Mormon historically verifiable? No. 

Why is this the better method? Because not every self-proclained prophet is from God; many present a false gospel:

· "You are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel... even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!" (Gal. 1:6-8). 

· "if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted... (2 Cor. 11:4). 

· "Thus says the LORD of hosts, Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you. They are leading you into futility; They speak a vision of their own imagination, not from the mouth of the LORD" (Jer. 23:16). 

How can we determine if a prophet is speaking from God? First, the prophecy must be 100% accurate. Second, the Bible says to use God's previous revelation through Biblical authors as a standard of comparison, because no new revelation will contradict God's previous words:

· "If a prophet... arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, "Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them [i.e. contradicting the ten commandments],' you shall not listen to the words of that prophet ...but that prophet ... shall be put to death" (Deut 13:1-5). 

· "When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has NOT spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously" (Deut 18:22). 

· "If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, he is conceited and understands nothing" (1 Tim. 6:3-4). 

· Paul commended the Bereans for objectively investigating the things he taught them: "Now these were more noble-minded...for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so" (Acts 17:11). 

Even Mormon leaders advocate investigation:

· "convince us of our errors of doctrine, if we have any, by reason, by logical arguments, or by the word of God, and we will be ever grateful for the information, and you will ever have the pleasing reflection that you have been instruments in the hands of God of redeeming your fellow beings from the darkness which you may see enveloping their minds." (Orson Pratt, The Seer, p. 15-16, 1853). 

Therefore, it is NOT BIBLICAL to pray about the Book of Mormon to determine its truthfulness; one must TEST what it has to say. If it contradicts what God has already revealed, it fails. If you have "gained a testimony of the Book of Mormon" by praying Moroni 10:4, then you must seriously question whether or not you have been deceived.

Why should subjective feelings be suspected? Because we are sinful creatures and can be swayed by our emotions and sinful desires:

· "The heart of man is desperately wicked and cannot be trusted" (Jeremiah 17:9). 

· "There is a way which seems right unto a man, but the end is death" (Proverbs 14:12). 

Should you pray whether to commit adultery or steal? Of course not, because the Bible already speaks out against such sins. God has already revealed His will regarding such matters, and no amount of prayer will change that fact. No matter how sincerely you may believe otherwise, to claim that God gave you permission to steal, or commit adultery proves that you did not hear from God (1 Tim 6:3-4; Deut. 13:1-2; Deut. 18:20-22; Jer. 23:16, 30-36; Zech. 13:2-3).

To believe that something is true merely because you feel it to be so or because you are sincere in your belief does not make it true 11. Instead, the Bible warns that feelings can be deceptive and that the sincere truth-seeker must base decisions on more objective means. A standard Mormon response is to resort to the subjective. He insists that he knows the Book of Mormon is true because he has a 'burning in the bosom'. God, he claims, has proved it to him in his heart, so it can't be untrue. He may also claim that to challenge him in this way only makes him stronger in this faith. A "burning in the bosom," no matter how sincere, is no proof of historicity or authority. If evidence goes against the Book of Mormon to prove it false, then to ignore or avoid that evidence is not sincere faith but rather dishonesty and deceitfulness.

The test of Moroni 10:4 is a trick. When you are challenged, you must accept Book of Mormon as true or your integrity is placed under suspicion. If you accept the challenge (even though unbiblical) but conclude that the Book of Mormon is not from God, Mormons will say that you either did not have a sincere heart, real intent, or genuine faith; otherwise the test would have revealed positive results. According to Mormon thinking, it is not possible for their book to be wrong, so you must be wrong.

Mormons may also say that the Book of Mormon is latter-day revelation from God that supercedes the authority of the Bible. This cannot be true because written, inerrant, authoritative revelation ended with Jesus and his apostles:
· The apostles spoke on God's behalf: "Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the scriptures..." (2 Peter 3:15-16). "You should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord by your apostles" (2 Peter 3:2). 

· But the Apostle Paul warned the Galatian church: "if anyone should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:8-9). 

· "Do not add to His words Or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar" (Prov. 30:6). 

· "You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it" (Deut. 4:2). 

· "I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life" (Rev. 22:18-19). 

This is the standard that must be used. If you investigate carefully the differences between Mormon doctrine and orthodox Christian doctrine, and compare Mormon 'scriptures' with the Bible, you will come to the conclusion that the Book of Mormon and Mormonism are not from God.

The Mormon Church Claims to be the Only True Church

Does Joseph Smith Jr. play a role in our salvation?
· Joseph Fielding Smith said: [There is] "no salvation without accepting Joseph Smith. If Joseph Smith was verily a prophet, and if he told the truth...no man can reject that testimony without incurring the most dreadful consequences, for he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.190). 

· Brigham Young stated: "no man or woman in this dispensation will ever enter into the celestial kingdom of God without the consent of Joseph Smith...every man and woman must have the certificate of Joseph Smith, junior, as a passport to their entrance into the mansion where God and Christ are" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p.289). 

· Brigham Young also declared, "he that confesseth not that Jesus has come in the flesh and sent Joseph Smith with the fullness of the Gospel to this generation, is not of God, but is anti-christ" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 9, p.312). 

· President George Q. Cannon said: "If we get our salvation, we shall have to pass by him [Joseph Smith]; if we enter our glory, it will be through the authority he has received. We cannot get around him [Joseph Smith]" (as quoted in 1988 Melchizedek Priesthood Study Guide, p. 142). 

Can salvation can come only through the LDS Church?
· Mormon scriptures claim that the LDS church is "the only true and living church upon the face of the whole earth" (Doctrine and Covenants, 1:30). 

· Joseph Smith stated: "This [the LDS] Church...is the only true and living church upon the face of the whole earth" (Doctrine and Covenants 1:30). 

· President Ezra Taft Benson said: "This is not just another Church. This is not just one of a family of Christian churches. This is the Church and kingdom of God, the only true Church upon the face of the earth..." (Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p.164-165). 

· Bruce McConkie stated: "If it had not been for Joseph Smith and the restoration, there would be no salvation. There is no salvation outside The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" (Mormon Doctrine, p.670). 

· Marion Romney (LDS First Presidency) said, "This Church is the ensign on the mountain spoken of by the Old Testament prophets. It is the way, the truth, and the life" (Conference Report, April, 1961, pg. 119). 

Statements by Mormon Leaders about Christian churches (made by many of the LDS Prophet-Presidents):

· Joseph Smith stated that God told him: "they [other churches] were all wrong; and the Personage who addressed me said that their creeds were an abomination in his sight; that those professors were all corrupt" (from Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith-History 1:19). 

· Joseph Smith continues: "for the teachers of religion of the different sects understood the same passages of scripture so differently as to destroy all confidence in settling the question by an appeal to the Bible" (from Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith-History 1:12). "What is it that inspires professors of Christianity generally with a hope of salvation? It is that smooth, sophisticated influence of the devil, by which he deceives the whole world" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.270). 

· Questions put to Joseph Smith: "'Do you believe the Bible?' [Smith:]'If we do, we are the only people under heaven that does, for there are none of the religious sects of the day that do'. When asked 'Will everybody be damned, but Mormons'? [Smith replied] 'Yes, and a great portion of them, unless they repent, and work righteousness." (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 119). 

· Brigham Young stated this repeatedly: "When the light came to me I saw that all the so-called Christian world was grovelling in darkness" (Journal of Discourses 5:73); "The Christian world, so-called, are heathens as to the knowledge of the salvation of God" (Journal of Discourses 8:171); "With a regard to true theology, a more ignorant people never lived than the present so-called Christian world" (Journal of Discourses 8:199); "And who is there that acknowledges [God's] hand? ...You may wander east, west, north, and south, and you cannot find it in any church or government on the earth, except the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, p.24); "Should you ask why we differ from other Christians, as they are called, it is simply because they are not Christians as the New Testament defines Christianity" (Journal of Discourses 10:230). 

· Orson Pratt proclaimed: "Both Catholics and Protestants are nothing less than the 'whore of Babylon' whom the Lord denounces by the mouth of John the Revelator as having corrupted all the earth by their fornications and wickedness. Any person who shall be so corrupt as to receive a holy ordinance of the Gospel from the ministers of any of these apostate churches will be sent down to hell with them, unless they repent" (The Seer, p. 255). 

· Pratt also said: "This great apostasy commenced about the close of the first century of the Christian era, and it has been waxing worse and worse from then until now" (Journal of Discourses, vol.18, p.44) and: "But as there has been no Christian Church on the earth for a great many centuries past, until the present century, the people have lost sight of the pattern that God has given according to which the Christian Church should be established, and they have denominated a great variety of people Christian Churches, because they profess to be ...But there has been a long apostasy, during which the nations have been cursed with apostate churches in great abundance" (Journal of Discourses, 18:172). 

· President John Taylor stated: "Christianity...is a perfect pack of nonsense...the devil could not invent a better engine to spread his work than the Christianity of the nineteenth century." (Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, p.167); "Where shall we look for the true order or authority of God? It cannot be found in any nation of Christendom." (Journal of Discourses, 10:127). 

· James Talmage said: "A self-suggesting interpretation of history indicates that there has been a great departure from the way of salvation as laid down by the Savior, a universal apostasy from the Church of Christ". (A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.182). 

· President Joseph Fielding Smith said: "Doctrines were corrupted, authority lost, and a false order of religion took the place of the gospel of Jesus Christ, just as it had been the case in former dispensations, and the people were left in spiritual darkness." (Doctrines of Salvation, p.266). "For hundreds of years the world was wrapped in a veil of spiritual darkness, until there was not one fundamental truth belonging to the place of salvation ...Joseph Smith declared that in the year 1820 the Lord revealed to him that all the 'Christian' churches were in error, teaching for commandments the doctrines of men" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 3, p.282). 

· More recent statements by apostle Bruce McConkie are also very clear: "Apostasy was universal...And this darkness still prevails except among those who have come to a knowledge of the restored gospel" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol 3, p.265); "Thus the signs of the times include the prevailing apostate darkness in the sects of Christendom and in the religious world in general" (The Millennial Messiah, p.403); "a perverted Christianity holds sway among the so-called Christians of apostate Christendom" (Mormon Doctrine, p.132); "virtually all the millions of apostate Christendom have abased themselves before the mythical throne of a mythical Christ whom they vainly suppose to be a spirit essence who is incorporeal uncreated, immaterial and three-in-one with the Father and Holy Spirit" (Mormon Doctrine, p.269); "Gnosticism is one of the great pagan philosophies which antedated Christ and the Christian Era and which was later commingled with pure Christianity to form the apostate religion that has prevailed in the world since the early days of that era." (Mormon Doctrine, p.316). 

· President George Q. Cannon said: "After the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized, there were only two churches upon the earth. They were known respectively as the Church of the Lamb of God and Babylon. The various organizations which are called churches throughout Christendom, though differing in their creeds and organizations, have one common origin. They all belong to Babylon" (Gospel Truth, p.324). 

· President Wilford Woodruff stated: "the Gospel of modern Christendom shuts up the Lord, and stops all communication with Him. I want nothing to do with such a Gospel, I would rather prefer the Gospel of the dark ages, so called" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 2, p.196). 

1. If Mormonism is the restored church which is based upon the Bible, why are Mormon leaders so quick to state that the Bible is "translated wrong" when faced with some conflict between the Bible and Mormonism? 

A: Because in some places it is translated wrong. Many people of different Christian religions also believe that the Bible is not completely translated correctly. Many times when discussing a passage of scripture, preachers of other faiths will refer to certain words and argue about how some other word or phrase would be a "better" translation from the original Hebrew or Greek word in order to prove a point. The LDS Church is no different except that it has made an official statement explaining our position on this issue(Article of Faith #8), and Joseph Smith provided us with a more correct translation of the Bible.
If the Bible is inerrant with no translation problems, then why are there so many contradictions throughout the Bible? Consider only a few of them: 

MAT 3:17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
LUK 3:22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 

To whom was the Father speaking? 

MAR 6:8 And commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse:
LUK 9:3 And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey, neither staves(plural of staff), nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have two coats apiece. 

Should they take a staff or not? 

MAR 16:1 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him.
LUK 23:56 And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment. 

When did they buy the spices, before or after the Sabbath? 

MAT 27:9 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value;
MAT 27:10 And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me.
ZEC 11:12 And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver.
ZEC 11:13 And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD.
ZEC 11:14 Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. 

Zechariah wrote it not Jeremy(Jeremiah) 

Matthew 4:12,17
12 ¶ Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee; 
17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
John 3:22 - 24
22 ¶ After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized. 
23 And John also was baptizing in AEnon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.
24 For John was not yet cast into prison. 

Did Christ begin to preach before or after John's imprisonment? 

Matthew 21:19
19 And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away. 
20 And when the disciples saw [it], they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away! 
Mark 11:13,14,19,20,21
13 And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not [yet]. 
14 And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard [it]. 
19 And when even was come, he went out of the city. 
20 And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. 
21 And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away. 

Did the fig tree wither away immediately or later on prior to the next morning? 

John 15:15
15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.
John 16:12
12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 

Did Christ tell the Apostles all He knew? 

James 1:13 "Let no man say . . . I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man." 
Genesis 22:1 "And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham." 

Does God tempt man? 

SAM 2 6:23 Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her death.
SAM 2 21:8 But the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she bare unto Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the five sons of Michal the daughter of Saul, whom she brought up for Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite: 

Did Michal have children or not? 

Matthew 1:16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.
Luke 3:23 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli 

Who was Joseph's father, Jacob or Heli? 

Matthew.27:5 And he [Judas] cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.
Acts 1:18 Now this man [Judas] purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. 

How did Judas die? 

Hebrews 6:1 "Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection." 

Did Paul really want us to leave the principles of the doctrine of Christ? How can a man be saved without those principles? 

The restored gospel (not Mormonism) is based on the Bible(as far as it is translated correctly) and the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants and Pearl of Great Price and Latter-day revelation, all of which come from God. 

2. IF the Bible is not entirely translated correctly and IF the Mormon church really has a prophet, seer, and revelator, why have they not produced a correct translation of the Bible. 

A: Joseph Smith did produce a more correct translation of the Bible, although it was not completely finished before he died. We don't really need it anyway since we have living prophets who can provide us with the correct understanding of any of its verses. 

3. If God called the Inspired Version his "holy word" (Doctrine and Covenants 124:89), why is it "not regarded as scripture" by the Church? 

A: We do regard it as scripture, however we do not use it as the official Bible of the church for the following reasons:
1. The Reorganized Church holds the publication rights to the Inspired Version of the Bible. It would be illegal for the LDS church to publish and print copies for its members.
2. Joseph Smith never had the chance to completely finish it. 
3. We don't really need it. The King James version is sufficient for our needs. It gives our missionaries something to use that most other Christians can relate to.
4. The more recent LDS publications of the King James version do have some of the more significant verses of the Inspired Version either in the footnotes or at the end of the book for readers to refer to. 

4. Why do Mormons not study Hebrew and Greek so that they can intelligently discuss the accuracy of the translation of the Bible? 

A: No time for it. No need for it. We have prophets and apostles who have already done that for us. Joseph Smith already retranslated most of the Bible. We also have other scriptures and latter-day revelation. 

5. Why do Mormons insist that Ezekiel 37:15-22 is about two books instead of about two kingdoms as God Himself explained in verse 22? 

A: Because it is. In verses 15-17 he is talking about books or scripture. He gives the explanation in verses 19-20. In verse 22 he is talking about two kingdoms that will be united together because of the two "sticks" which will be "before their eyes "(verse 20).
Verse 16: "Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick, and write upon it, (how would someone "write" upon a nation? this is about a record) For Judah, and for the children of Israel his companions: then take another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and [for] all the house of Israel his companions: 
17. And join them one to another into one stick; and they shall become one in thine hand. (how does a nation become one in someone's "hand"? ...yet a book HAS become one in our hand, and it is the Book of Mormon and Bible which literally has been bound together in our scripture, in literal fulfillment of prophecy). 
18. And when the children of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not shew us what thou [meanest] by these?
19 Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which [is] in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, [even] with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand. (how would a "nation" be in the "hand" of Ephraim, and the tribes?)
20 And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand before their eyes. (If a stick was a nation, then how could they be written upon, be in someone's hand, and see themselves before themselves in someone else's hand?)
21 And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land: (an obvious reference to the gathering now taking place, and just before the Millennial reign of Christ)
22 And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all:" (and who will this King be, other than Jesus Christ?) 

6. "If the Church is built upon a foundation of Christ and the apostles(Eph. 2:19-21), why do you continue to keep laying the foundation over and over again?" Mormonism, with its concept of continuing apostleship has produced, so far, about 103 "apostles" since the founding of the LDS church. 

A. We are not laying the foundation over and over again. If a foundation of a single building is made up of 12 stones and one of them becomes dammaged or can no longer support the building, it is removed and replaced by another stone. What ever grouping of stones happens to be there at the time is the foundation. So it is with the church. The current group of apostles, called the "Council of Twelve Apostles", is the foundation of the living church today. The foundation is built on the "council" of twelve and not upon all the individual apostles that have ever lived. If one of the twelve apostles dies, he is replaced by another thus maintaining the same foundation that the church can continue to build on. 

7. Ephesians 4:11-14, says that the apostles and prophets were important in bringing about a unity of the faith. However, the passage does not speak of apostles and prophets in the modern LDS sense at all. Paul had no concept of a single prophet, a "First Presidency," a "Council of the Twelve," a "Seventy," and so forth. These are modern innovations of Mormonism. 

A. No! They are modern inovations of God revealed to His latter-day prophets to help maintain order and leadership in a growing Church. By the way, just because something is not written in the scriptures does not mean that Paul had no concept of it. 

8. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4, makes reference to a "falling away." However, Paul does not just talk about the falling away; he says, "for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition." The falling away predicted is connected with the revelation of the man of sin. Has the man of sin been revealed, the anti-Christ who sits in the place of God (v. 4)? 

A. The man of sin(i.e. son of perdition) talked about here is Satan, not the Anti-Christ. The falling away is a result of Satan gaining a hold on the inhabitants of the earth causing the original church to fall. It is this falling away that reveals Satans power and influence. 

9. Saying there will be a falling away is not the same as saying there will be a universal apostasy. Just because there are defections from the Christian faith, that doesn't amount to a universal and full apostasy in the Church as a whole. 

A. The falling away does not limit itself to defections of individuals from the Christian faith. More importantly it refers to the gradual falling away from the truths and doctrines as originally taught when Christ was on the earth. 

10. If Jesus was being married to Mary and Martha in Cana (John 2:1,2), why was He INVITED to His own wedding? (see J. of D. Vol. 1, page 210). 

A: We don't know for sure that He was getting married to anyone in Cana. He may have already been married much sooner than that. A few speculative remarks from early LDS leaders regarding Jesus having married and fathered children is thought to be official Church doctrine, which it is not. However such a doctrine would not be un-Christian, since the Bible is silent on the subject. Just because it is not mentioned in the Bible does not mean that it didn't happen. Consider the following scripture: 

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. (John 20:30-1) 

According to the laws and customs of his day, Jewish men married at sixteen or seventeen years of age, almost never later than twenty; and women at a somewhat younger age, often when not older than fourteen. Jesus Christ did not begin his ministry until his early 30's. If Christ were unmarried at this age, then his enemies could have proven that he did not obey the laws and customs of his day. Keep in mind that the Jews accused him of breaking tradition at every opportunity. Each time he was able to prove that his violation of their tradition was not really a violation of God's commandments. As far as the commandment to "multiply and replenish the earth", the Jews did not even bother to accuse him of violation. Why? Perhaps it was well known that he kept this commandment of his Father as he had kept all others? While there is no definitive proof available that the Jesus was married, the evidence might lead one to that conclusion. 
(See Note above on the J. of D.) 

11. How do Mormons explain the scripture in Galatians, where it says that "even if an angel" preaches another religion, it is to be considered false? (Gal 1:8-9) 

A. In this scripture Paul is saying if any angel or anyone else preaches "another" gospel "let him be accursed". It is a good warning and is still applicable to our day. However, it does not apply to the LDS church. We do not preach another gospel, we preach the same gospel that Paul taught and that was revealed to him by Christ(Gal 1:12). It only seems different to some because through present day revelation we have received more of it than was recorded in the Bible. Jesus said to His apostles, "I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now." (John 16:12) He never did tell them what those things were. Most likely those "many things" are some of the newer doctrines revealed by Him to our latter-day prophets. 

12. If genealogies are important, why does the New Testament tell Christians to avoid them? (1 Timothy 1:4; Titus 3:9) 

A: Paul was simply telling Timothy and Titis that it was more important to spend what little time they had in teaching and "godly edifying" the people rather than in talking about genealogies. Back then people liked to waste time discussing their genealogies with each other which was "unprofitable", their motive being to increase their self-importance. Today latter-day Saints don't waste time talking about it, we do something with it. The main reason we do it now in the Church is for the redemption of the dead. If the New Testament tells Christians to avoid genealogies then how do you explain the following scriptures: Mat. 1:1-17, Gen. 5:3-32 .

Born of God or "born again" refers to the personal spiritual experience in which repentant individuals receive a forgiveness of sins and a witness from God; that if they continue to live the commandments and endure to the end, they will inherit eternal life. The scriptures teach that just as each individual is "born into the world by water, and blood, and the spirit," so must one be "born again" of water and the Spirit and be cleansed by the blood of Christ (John 3:5; Moses 6:59). To be born of God implies a sanctifying process by which the old or natural man is supplanted by the new spiritual man who enjoys the companionship of the Holy Ghost and hence is no longer disposed to commit sin (Col. 3:9-10; Mosiah 3:19; Tpjs, p. 51). When individuals are born again they are spiritually begotten sons and daughters of God and more specifically of Jesus Christ (Mosiah 5:7; 27:25).
Being "born again" of water refers to the ordinance of baptism. All three quotes are refering to the same thing. The ordinance of baptism is a physical representation of the spiritual rebirth of our souls. Both faith and the ordinance of baptism are required to be "born again".
3. If polygamy was a provision for increasing population rapidly, why did God give Adam only one wife? 

A: Adam could only spare one rib.
When Adam was given Eve the immediate purpose was to be a helpmeet to him in the Garden of Eden and so he would not be alone. They could not have children before the Fall anyway, so it would have done no good to give him more than one wife at that time. After the Fall there was no real reason to rapidly increase the population of God's people, because there was noone else there that would have opposed them 

4. The original Doctrine and Covenants states in part ". . . Inasmuch as this church of Christ has been reproached with the crime of fornication and polygamy: we declare that we believe that one man should have one wife: and one woman, but one husband, except in the case of death, when either is at liberty to marry again." Why has this been omitted from the current Doctrine and Covenants? (see Joseph Smith Begins His Work, Vol. 2, page 251, last half of the book). 

A: You're really stretching things, bringing up some obscure verse that used to be in the Doctrine and Covenants. When some members were living the law of polygamy the United States passed laws making it an illegal practice. The church was therefore being charged with a crime. Since the church believes that all should obey the laws of the land, revelation was received to officially end the practice. This statement was put in to satisfy the new law and end the persecution by the government who was coming in and arresting people for practicing polygamy.
James A. Carver - "It is true that the Church denied the practicing of polygamy before they came to Utah, but remember, Abraham and Isaac denied that Sarah and Rebecca were their wives when they went into foreign lands for fear of the Kings. History has recorded what modern day Pharaohs did to Mormons who practiced polygamy. Had Abraham lived in the days of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young, he would have found it necessary to deny that Sarah, or Hagar, or Keturah, was his wife in order not to be persecuted again."
Nowadays since the problem no longer exists, this statement no longer needed to be included in the D & C. If it were still there people investigating the church might read it and think that the government is currently charging the church with a "crime". 

5. Brigham Young said, "The only men who become Gods, even the Sons of God, are those who enter into polygamy." (J. of D., Vol. 11, page 269). Why did the Mormons yield to the pressure of the government and stop practicing polygamy? 

A: This only means that those who would become gods must believe in the practice of polygamy as a true principle; not that they must participate in it. In fact it would have been impossible for every man to do it back then because there would not have been enough available women for it. Also, a man had to be called upon by church leaders to take more wives. Not every faithful member was asked to do it.
The church did not yield to pressure. God does not let his church practice any doctrine that goes against the "law of the land"(Article of Faith #12). Once it was obvious that the government was not going to allow it, the prophet received revelation from God to discontinue it. (See Official Declaration 1 and statements at end of D&C)
(See Note above on the J. of D.) 

6. Since the bible says that a Bishop should be the husband of one wife, how can Mormons claim that polygamy is proper for New Testament Christians? (1 Timothy 3:2). 

A: Firt of all most Bible scholars do not interpret this scripture as placing a limit to the number of wives a Bishop can have; it is simply refering to the requirement that a Bishop be a married person. Also, at the time Paul was talking to the New Testament Christians it was not proper for a Bishop to have more than one wife. God can revoke or re-institute a practice or commandment as He sees fit. Such is the case with polygamy. 
D&C 56:4 "Wherefore I, the Lord, command and revoke, as it seemeth me good; and all this to be answered upon the heads of the rebellious, saith the Lord."
Plural marriage is righteous and acceptable conduct if God commands it through his prophet, but it is an abomination when the Lord has not commanded it.
Before other Christians condemn Joseph Smith about polygamy they had better examine their own heritage. Jesus is a result of polygamy as is the entire House of Israel, God's covenant people. God established his covenant with polygamist Abraham and said that all nations of the earth would be blessed through him and his seed. Even Gentiles who accept the gospel and are baptized become the seed of Abraham by adoption. (Gal. 3:20). So all Christians claim lineage from a polygamist family. 

7. How can Latter-day Saints claim to follow the Book of Mormon when it specifically forbids having more than one wife? (Jacob 2:27-29) 

A: "Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the word of the Lord: For there shall not any man among you have save it be one wife; and concubines he shall have none;
For I, the Lord God, delight in the chastity of women. And whoredoms are an abomination before me; thus saith the Lord of Hosts.
Wherefore, this people shall keep my commandments, saith the Lord of Hosts, or cursed be the land for their sakes.(Jacob 2:27-29) 

These scriptures do tell the Nephites that they weren't to have more than one wife. There is only one exception, however, to this rule. To understand it, we need to read one more verse--
verse 30: "For if I will, saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up seed unto me, I will command my people; otherwise they shall hearken unto these things." 

The one exception would be if the Lord commands his people to live otherwise--to raise up a righteous seed--as he did in Old Testament times as well as in the early days of the Restored Church. Plural marriage is righteous and acceptable conduct if God commands it through his prophet, but it is an abomination when the Lord has not commanded it. 

8. What are some Bible references supporting polygamy? 

A: Here are some references that support the existance of plural marriage in the Old Testament: 

Abraham - Gen. 25:1-6
Jacob - Gen. 29 and 30 
David - 2 Samuel 12:7-9, 2 Samuel 5:13; 1 Sam.18:27, 2 Sam. 3:2-3, 1 Samuel 25:43, 1 Chronicles 3:1-9
Solomon - 1 Kings 11:3, D&C 132:38-39
Gideon - Judges 8:30 
Jehoiada the priest - 2 Chronicles 24:2-3 
Moses - Ex. 2:16-21 and Num. 12:1 

Deuteronomy 21:15-17 shows polygamy accepted as a valid practice and gives rules governing the inheritance for children of polygamous wives.
(See also Exodus 21:10 and D. & C. 132:7, 29-66.) 

If what Abraham and the other O.T. prophets were doing was a sinful practice as some believe, but were still considered righteous prophets of God, why coud not Joseph Smith or Brigham Young practice polygamy and still be righteous prophets of God?

THE ETERNAL STATE OF MANKIND
"We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, and we believe that He will yet reveal many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God."
9th Article of Faith by Joseph Smith

ETERNAL PROGRESSION
In order to understand the Mormon concept of salvation, one must know something of the LDS doctrine of eternal progression. Milton R. Hunter summarized this doctrine in G.T.A., pp. 126-129. He stated that we are as eternal as God Himself. But to achieve perfection and godhood, we must go through at least four stages of life:

1. In the first stage each of us were conscious eternally existing beings called "intelligences." In that realm, we experienced good and evil, love and hate, free agency and so on until we had completed our work there.

2. LDS do not explain how we progressed from "intelligences" to the pre-mortal spirit world where we were born as baby spirits to God and one of His wives by procreation. They just state that this is what happened. Nor do they explain how God, with a "body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's" (D. & C. 130:22), begets spirits instead of tangible bodies like he has!

LDS teach that in the pre-mortal spirit life Jesus, Lucifer, and all of us were the spirit children of God and His wives (G.T.A., pp. 15, 93-99; J. of D., Vol. XI, p. 122). Both Jesus and his brother, Lucifer, suggested plans of salvation to God the Father for this world we now inhabit. When Lucifer's plan was rejected, he rebelled and tried to usurp God's throne, but he was defeated by Jesus and those who followed Him. Lucifer and one third of the spirits in heaven who supported him were cast out of heaven to earth where they still tempt mortals to rebel against God.

Although LDS teach that we are all children of God, the Bible declares that we must become "children of God by faith in Christ Jesus" (John 1:12, Gal. 3:26). That is why Jesus said, "Ye must be born again" (John 3:7). The Bible teaches that those not born again are children of the devil (John 8:44, I John 3:10).

3. The third stage of Eternal Progression is our present mortal probation. None of the wicked pre-mortal spirits who followed Lucifer were privileged to get mortal bodies like we have. But, those "valiant" spirits who fought against Lucifer with Jesus Christ in heaven were given the best bodies of all - with white skins! However, some spirits did not fight valiantly against Lucifer. Those spirits were permitted to have bodies, but they were marked with black skins! They are born into this world in the Negroid race as the sons of Cain and Ham. Because they were not valiant in pre-existence, they were cursed so that they could not hold the LDS "priesthood." Then on June 9, 1978, President Spencer W. Kimball announced that God had revealed to him that all worthy male members of all races could now hold the priesthood. President Kimball's "revelation" ended the curse of not having the priesthood, but it did not change the LDS doctrine of pre-existence nor remove the mark of the curse which Brigham Young said was "the flat nose and the black skin" (J. of D., Vol. VII, p. 290). Brigham went on to say, "That curse will remain upon them and they can never hold the priesthood or share in it until all the other descendants of Adam have received the promises and enjoyed the blessings of the Priesthood and the keys thereof" (Ibid., pp. 290-291). Since all of the other sons of Adam have not received the "blessings" of the LDS priesthood, either Brigham Young was a false prophet, or LDS President Kimball's "revelation" was not from God!

4. Mormonism teaches that when mortals die, their spirits go to a spirit prison which has two compartments. Good LDS people go to "paradise" (M.D. pp. 554-555). All others go to the other area which is often called "spirit prison" (M.D. pp. 754-755). Good LDS missionary spirits come from paradise to the spirit prison to preach the true LDS gospel. Most of the imprisoned spirits will accept the LDS message, but their personal salvation is not completed until proxy baptism, marriage and so on are done for them in an LDS temple on earth. Finally, after the millennium and final judgement, they will go to the degree of glory or heaven they have earned through obedience to the law (A. of F. pp. 147-148).

Three Heavens or Degrees of Glory
The LDS concept of three heavens, or degrees of glory, comes from D. & C. 76. The first heaven is the "telestial glory," where unbelievers and the worst kind of people go after the final judgment. The second heaven is the "terrestrial glory," where good, religious people who are not Mormons go after judgment. But, the third heaven is the "celestial glory," and is reserved for Mormons alone.

LDS claim that I Cor. 15:40-41 teaches three degrees of glory or three heavens. However, the context in I Cor. 15:35-54 is not about heavens, but about the difference between our earthly mortal body and our new immortal body given us at the resurrection. Celestial and terrestrial bodies are mentioned in v. 40, but any dictionary will show that celestial means "heavenly" and terrestrial means "earthly." The word "telestial" is not found in I Cor. 15 because it was a concept of Joseph Smith's and can only be found in Mormon teachings. The glory of the sun, moon, and stars in v. 41 is used by LDS to support their concept of three heavens, but the context refers to "bodies," not heavens! If this verse is about different "heavens," then there must be innumerable "glories" or heavens, for it goes on to say that "one star differeth from another star in glory." Furthermore, many stars are actually bigger and brighter than our sun, so if the LDS analogy is followed, the telestial heaven (represented by stars) could be better than the celestial glory (represented by the sun)! In verse 39, Paul mentions four kinds of flesh. Does this verse teach that there are four heavens? That reasoning is just as valid as what the LDS do with verses 40-41.

LDS also use II Cor. 12:2 where Paul mentioned "the third heaven." Anyone familiar with Hebrew thought (and Paul was a Hebrew) knows that they believed in the same three heavens as Christians do today. The first heaven was the atmospheric heaven of clouds, birds, planes, and so on. Second was the heaven of stars and planets. And the third heaven was where God dwelt! Paul said in II Cor. 12:2 that a man was caught up to the third heaven where God is, and v. 4 calls that place "paradise." The Bible nowhere teaches that there are three heavens where people live eternally. 

Immortality and Eternal Life
Because of Mormonism's concept of three heavens, they must also re-define eternal life. W. Cleon Skousen says, "Immortality means to live forever but... acquiring eternal life means to return to the presence of God in the celestial kingdom. And those who are particularly faithful receive 'eternal lives.' This means to become exalted just as our Heavenly Father is... then shall they be gods" (The First 2,000 Years by Cleon Skousen, p. 69).

Apostle Bruce McConkie explains it differently. He says, "Even those in the Celestial Kingdom, however, who do not go on to exaltation, will have immortality only and not eternal life... Salvation in its true and full meaning is synonymous with exaltation or eternal life and consists in gaining an inheritance in the highest of the three heavens within the Celestial Kingdom.... This full salvation is obtained in and through the continuation of the family unit in eternity and those who obtain it are gods" (M.D., p. 670). Latter-day apostles, prophets and scripture certainly have not helped the LDS to clarify their doctrines! The B. of M., which is the "Fulness of the gospel" (D. & C. 20:9), does not even mention the three degrees of glory, heavens or kingdoms!

Generally, LDS believe all will have immortality or resurrection, but only LDS can have eternal life and enter the Celestial Kingdom (G.T.A., p. 166). The very best Mormons will gain "eternal lives" or inherit the highest possible position in that celestial kingdom.

LDS believe that there are three degrees or levels within the Celestial Kingdom. While LDS "baptism is the gate to the Celestial Kingdom, Celestial Marriage is the gate to an exaltation in the highest heaven within the Celestial World" (M.D. p. 118).

Mormon scripture says polygamy is one of the requirements for "eternal lives" and godhood (D. & C. 132:1-24). Brigham Young also said, "Now if any of you will deny the plurality of wives, and continue to do so, I promise that you will be damned (J. of D., Vol. III, p. 266). He also said, "The only men who become Gods, even the sons of God, are those who enter into polygamy" (J. of D. Vol. XI, p. 269). But, few Mormons are polygamists due to the federal law against it and the Woodruff Manifesto! All of the other LDS laws and ordinances have to be kept, or they still cannot achieve the celestial kingdom or godhood, according to Mormon authorities. But the Bible as well as the B. of M. clearly teaches that there are only two places to spend eternity - Heaven or Hell.

No Hell
Even though many do not believe in hell, the Bible speaks of "hell fire" (Matt. 5:22); 18:9), and of everlasting fire (Matt. 18:8 25:41), and everlasting punishment (Matt 25:46). Jesus warned in Matt. 10:28, "Fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell." Rom. 5:9 says believers in Christ are "saved from (God's) wrath through Him (Christ). Thus, for those who believe the Bible, there is a very real hell from which to be saved.

LDS Apostle John Widtsoe declared, "In the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, there is no hell. All will find a measure of salvation" (E. & R., p. 216). Yet, the B. of M. says, "The devil cheateth their souls, and leadeth them away carefully down to hell and behold others he flattereth away, and telleth them there is no hell" (II Nephi 28:21-22). Thus, the B. of M. explains where Mormonism got its doctrine of no hell!

The B. of M. also says, "If ye have procrastinated the day of your repentance even until death, behold, ye have become subjected to the spirit of the devil, and he doth seal you his; therefore, the Spirit of the Lord hath withdrawn from you and hath no place in you, and the devil hath all power over you; and this is the final state of the wicked" (Alma 34:35).

What good is "baptism for the dead" for such people? James Talmage said,"Upon all who reject the word of God in this life will fall the penalties provided; but after the debt has been paid the prison doors shall be opened, and the spirits once confined in suffering, then chastened and clean shall come forth to partake of the glory provided for in their class" (A. of F., p. 148). Can the "final state of the wicked" really be a temporary prison?

The B. of M. says there is "a punishment which also was as eternal as the life of the soul" and "the plan of happiness, which was as eternal also as the life of the soul" (Alma 42:16). And Mosiah 2:38-41 speaks of "never ending torment" and "never ending happiness." That agrees with the Bible, but not with Mormonism! For example, Talmage said:

True eternal punishment has been decreed as the lot of the wicked; but the meaning of this expression has been given by the Lord Himself; eternal punishment is God's punishment; endless punishment is God's punishment, for 'Endless' and 'Eternal' are among His names and the words are descriptive of His attributes. No soul shall be kept in prison or continued in torment beyond the time requisite to work the needed reformation and vindicate justice for which ends alone punishment is imposed (A. of F., pp. 146-147).

Elder John Morgan also said, "Eternal punishment is God's punishment: everlasting punishment is God's punishment; or in other words it is the name of the punishment God inflicts, He being eternal in his nature. Whosoever, therefore receives God's punishment, receives eternal punishment whether it is endured one hour, one day, one week, one year, or an age" (The Plan of Salvation, p. 30).

Even though LDS sometimes speak about hell or eternal punishment, they usually mean a temporary prison. In Mormonism, "eternal" punishment eventually ends, but "eternal" life is unending! Is that consistent?

Mormons also speak of those who are "damned," but they do not mean "condemned" to unending punishment. For example, D. & C. 132:4 declares, "if ye abide not that covenant [of polygamy] then are ye damned." This means that a person's eternal progression is stopped before he achieves Godhood, like a river is "dammed" up to stop the flow of water. Stephen L. Richards said, "Condemnation or 'damning' is but a retardation in progress" (About Mormonism, p. 12). Thus, LDS do not fear hell. Women have even less reason to fear hell, since Brigham Young said, "I doubt whether it can be found from the revelations that are given and the facts as they exist, that there is a female in all the regions of hell" (J. of D., Vol. VIII, p. 222).

The Unpardonable Sins
Although most Mormons fear no hell, they believe a few "sons of perdition" will suffer eternally without hope of even going to the telestial glory. These are "apostates" who have denied the truth of Mormonism (D. & C. 76:31-49; 84:40-41, and A. of F. pp. 409-410). D. & C. 76:36-38 says that they are the only ones on whom the second death has any power, and that they will never be redeemed, but are to spend eternity in the lake of fire and brimstone. Brigham Young said such apostates in this life turn "gray-haired, wrinkled and black just like the Devil" (J. of D., Vol. V, p. 332). Apostle John Widtsoe said Brigham Young also taught, "that the ultimate punishment of the sons of perdition may be that they, having their spiritual bodies disorganized, must start over again, must begin anew the long journey of existence repeating the steps that they took in the eternities before the Great Council was held" (E. & R., p. 214; see J. of D., Vol. VII, p. 57).

Apostasy may sound like the "unpardonable sin," but D. & C. 132:27 calls murder "the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, which shall not be forgiven in the world nor out of the world." John D. Lee said that he was "the second one adopted by Brigham Young" (Mormonism Unveiled or The Confessions of John D. Lee, p. 70). Nevertheless, Brigham Young made him the scapegoat for the Mountain Meadow Massacre in which 120 people emigrating to California from Arkansas were killed in cold blood under the leadership of Lee and others. LDS President Joseph Fielding Smith said, "John D. Lee was excommunicated from the church at the injunction from Pres. Young that under no circumstances should he ever by admitted as a member again" (Essentials in Church History, p. 516).

That was 17 years after the massacre. Twenty years after the massacre, Lee was found guilty and executed at the site of massacre. But, Juanita Brooks said that on May 8 and 9, 1961, proxy work for the dead was done in the Salt Lake Temple to reinstate John D. Lee to membership and his former blessings (John D. Lee, p. 376). Why was Brigham Young's injunction disobeyed? Was he not a prophet then? What good would baptism for the dead be to Lee who was guilty of murder - which is an unpardonable sin (D. & C. 42:18, 79)? Adultery committed the second time is also listed as one of the unpardonable sins (D. & C. 42:25-26).

Blood Atonement
In spite of the LDS scripture teaching that murderers cannot be forgiven either now or in eternity, President Joseph Fielding Smith said:

Joseph Smith taught that there were certain sins so grievous that man may commit, that they will place the transgressors beyond the power of the atonement of Christ. If these offenses are committed, then the blood of Christ will not cleanse them from their sins even though they repent. Therefore, their only hope is to have their own blood shed to atone as far as possible, in their behalf... In pursuance of and in harmony with this scriptural doctrine, which has been the righteous law from the days of Adam to the present time, the founders of Utah incorporated in the laws of the Territory provisions for the capital punishment of those who willfully shed the blood of their fellow men. This law, which is now the law of the state, granted unto the condemned murderer the privilege of choosing for himself whether he die by hanging, or whether he be shot, and thus have his blood shed in harmony with the law of God; and thus atone, so far as it is in his power to atone, for the death of his victim. Almost without exception the condemned party chooses the latter death (D. of S., Vol. I, p. 135-136).

Utah has always offered criminals condemned to death a choice of two ways to die. Utah history records only six legal executions by hanging. All others who received the death penalty were shot by a firing squad until 1987, when lethal injection replaced hanging as the alternative to being shot

If a murder cannot be forgiven in either this world or that which is to come, how can "blood atonement" offer him "hope?" Why should a murderer, who cannot ever be forgiven, care whether or not he died in harmony with God's law? John D. Lee told how Bishop Klingensmith cut Rasmos Anderson's throat from ear to ear to atone for his sin because he was guilty of adultery (Mormonism Unveiled or The Confessions of John D. Lee, p. 283). For more details on blood atonement, read Brigham Young's message in the J. of D., Vol. IV, pp. 219-220.

Brigham Young said, "There is not a man or woman who violates the covenants made with their God, that will not be required to pay the debt. The blood of Christ will never wipe that out, your own blood must atone for it; and the judgments of the Almighty will come, sooner or later, and every man and woman will have to atone for breaking their covenants" (Deseret News, "Church News," October 19, 1963, and June 15, 1968).

However, I John 1:7 declares, "The blood of Jesus Christ His [God's] Son cleanses us from all sin." Even if we could die a million times, our own blood could not wipe out one sin, because the blood of Christ cleanses all believers from all sin! Rom. 5:9 also says, we are "justified by His blood." The only "blood atonement" that has any cleansing power is the substitutionary atonement of Jesus Christ! Even the B. of M. says, "O have mercy, and apply the atoning blood Christ that we may receive forgiveness of our sins, and our hearts my be purified; for we believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who created heaven and earth and all things; who shall come down among the children of men...And this is the means whereby salvation cometh. And there is none other salvation save this which hath been spoken of; neither are there any conditions whereby man can be saved except the conditions which I have told you" (Mosiah 4:2, 7). If Mosiah's message contained the only means of salvation, LDS "blood atonement," must be wrong! And, remember, the B. of M. contains "the fulness of the gospel" (D. & C. 20:8-9; 27:5).

Peter wrote, "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as a lamb without blemish and without spot" (I Peter 1:18-19). Since human blood is corruptible, LDS "blood atonement" cannot save anyone. Rev. 1:5 says, Christ "loved us, and washed [loosed] us from our sins in His own blood." And Rom. 3:25 says, God set forth Christ "to be a propitiation through faith in His blood." In other words, Christ Himself "bore our sins in His own body on the tree (I Peter 2:24) which satisfied God's judgement against sin and thus God is propitious or gracious toward sinners who have "faith in His (Christ's) blood. The reason Jesus is called our Savior (I John 4:14) is because He alone can save! Heb. 7:25 declares, "He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come to God by Him." The meaning of "uttermost" in the original is that He not only saved completely from all sin, but He also saved eternally because He lives forever (Heb. 7:24-25). That is also why Paul said there is only "one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (I Tim. 2:5) Peter also declared, "Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).

If you are trusting in your church, your baptism, your own works, or anything else other than Christ for salvation, you are lost because you are trusting in some other "name" or "mediator." If you die in that condition you will never be with the Lord in heaven! The Bible says, "Behold, now is the day of salvation" (II Cor 6:2). If you have not put your faith in Christ alone for salvation, now is the time to do it! John wrote, "But as many as received him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them who believe on His name" (John 1:12).
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Origin
Man was a pre-existent spirit 1
Man was created by God 2

Progression
Man can progress to become a God 3
Man can be redeemed and reborn but will always be a man 4

Sin
Adam's fall was a 'fall upward'; it was not sinful 5
Adam's sin caused spiritual and physical death for all men 6

Marriage
Man can marry for eternity and rule over a planet of his spirit children 7
There is no marriage in heaven 8


Man may have multiple wives simultaneously 9
Plural marriage has always been an abomination to God 10

Priesthood
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God's Children
All of us are children of God 13
One becomes a child of God only by faith in Christ Jesus 14
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1. The Mormon church teaches that man was a pre-existent spirit and that mankind is of the same species as God. Our origin is supposed to have been as procreated children of God, born as spirits in some other realm. In that spirit world existence we progressed as far as was possible, but to become truly like our Heavenly Father we needed to obtain physical bodies. We also needed to learn the difference between good and evil. Since our Heavenly Father has progressed so far that He cannot allow evil into His presence, it was necessary for us to leave Him for some place where we could encounter and overcome evil ourselves:

· "The mind of man is as immortal as God Himself...God never did have the power to create the spirit of man at all" (Times and Seasons 5:615 and History of the Church 6:310-311). 

· "We were first begotten as spirit children in heaven and then born naturally on earth" (Journal of Discourses, 4:218). 

· "Before coming to this earth, all humans were begotten by our heavenly parents and were born with spirit bodies" (Mormon Doctrine p. 428, 516-17). 

· "all had a previous existence, thousands of years ago, in the heavens, in the presence of God" (Journal of Discourses 1:62). 

So, according to Mormon teaching, this world was prepared as a school, where we have been sent to obtain physical bodies and to learn the lessons of mortality:

· President Spencer W. Kimball stated: "We would be expected to gain knowledge, educate ourselves, train ourselves. We were to control our urges and desires, master and control our passions, and overcome our weaknesses, small and large. We were to eliminate sins of omission and of commission, and to follow the laws and commandments given us by our Father" (The Miracle of Forgiveness p. 5). 

According to Mormon teaching, two of man's older brothers, Jesus and his spirit brother Lucifer, both wanted to be savior. When Jesus was chosen, Lucifer rebelled and convinced one third of the spririt brothers to fight with him and revolt. All pre-mortal humans participated in this war. Those who fought on the side of Lucifer became the demons. Those who fought most valiantly on the side of Jesus and Elohim were born in Mormon families.

Milton R. Hunter summarized this doctrine by stating that "we are as eternal as God Himself. But to achieve perfection and godhood, we must go through at least four stages of life: In the first stage each of us were conscious eternally existing beings called 'intelligences'. In that realm, we experienced good and evil, love and hate, free agency and so on until we had completed our work there" (The Gospel Trough the Ages, pp. 126-129).

2. The Bible clearly teaches that God created Adam, the first man, and all other men after him. This is in direct contrast with the Mormon teaching that man had a pre-existent life before being put on this earth.

· "And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them" (Gen 1:27). 

· "Thus declares the LORD who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him" (Zech. 12:1). 

· "Thus says God the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and its offspring, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it " (Is 42:5). 

· "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John 3:6). 

· "But now, O LORD, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our potter; and all of us are the work of Your hand" (Is. 64:8). 

· "Where were you [man] when I [God] laid the foundation of the earth?" (Job 38:4). 

· One verse commonly used by Mormon missionaries is Jer. 1:5, "Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you..." But this verse is not talking about pre-existence. It is talking about God’s ordination and appointment of Jeremiah to be a prophet to his nation. Look at the whole verse: "Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations." 

· How could Jesus say this if the people he addressed were pre-existent with Him? "Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophecy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness" (Matt. 7:21-23). 

· 1 Cor. 15:46-50 says, "However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven". He mentions the nature of man in the proper order: natural then spiritual. Paul continues on, "As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. And just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly." 

The Mormon doctrine about pre-existent spirits is linked to their teaching about eternal progression. The argument goes like this: 1) Jesus was eternally existent (which is biblical); 2) Jesus progressed from a man to become a god; 3) therefore man must also be eternally existent if he can progress to become a god.

3. The Mormon church teaches that God, men, angels, and devils, are of the same nature, but at different levels of progression (Mormon Doctrine p.238-239, 192-195; Gospel Principles p.9; Gospel Through the Ages p.15; Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith p.345, 346, 370). For example:

· LDS Apostle Parley P. Pratt wrote, "God, angels, and men are all of one species, one race, one great family, widely diffused among the planetary systems as colonies, kingdoms, nations, etc...Angels are of the same race as men. They are, in fact, men who have passed from the rudimental state to the higher spheres of progressive being…They have not a single attribute that man has not. But their attributes are more matured, or more developed, than the attributes of men in this present sphere of existence" (Key to the Science of Theology, 1978 Deseret Book reprint, pg. 21,69). 

· Brigham Young claimed, "Angels are those beings who have been on an earth like this, and have passed through the same ordeals that we are now passing through…They are persons who have lived upon an earth, but did not magnify the Priesthood in that high degree that many others have done who have become Gods, even the sons of God. Human beings that pertain to this world, who do not magnify or are not capable of magnifying their high calling in the Priesthood and receive crowns of glory, immortality, and eternal lives, will also, when they again receive their bodies, become angels and will receive a glory" (Journal of Discourses, 9:102). 

· B. H. Roberts asks, ""What are angels? They are intelligences of the human species. Many of them are offspring of Adam and Eve. That is they are men, who have, like Enoch or Elijah, been translated; or, like Jesus Christ, been raised from the dead; consequently they possess a material body of flesh and bones" (The Mormon Doctrine of Deity, pg. 256). 

· The Mormon view of angels is linked to their belief that the angel Moroni, who supposedly appeared to Joseph Smith. According to LDS tradition, Moroni was once a human and a commander in the Nephite army (a supposedly ancient people of the Americas). Moroni was instructed by his father Mormon to bury the gold record just prior to the Nephites' annihilation by their dark-skinned Lamanite enemies. These plates would later be "translated" by Joseph Smith and eventually come to be known as the Book of Mormon. 

The Mormon church also teaches that man may progress to become a god. Therefore, they also teach that "God was once a man who achieved godhood". In Mormon theology, those who achieve godhood will have spirit children who will worship and pray to them just as we worship and pray to God the Father (Gospel Principles, p.290). This has been taught by a large number of prominent LDS leaders, including its founders:

· Joseph Smith taught: "I will prove that the world is wrong, by showing what God is...God himself was once as we are now and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great secret...I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you may see" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.345); 

· Joseph Smith continues: "God himself...is a man like unto one of yourselves...God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth...You have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves" (Times and Seasons, vol.5, pp.613-614); "Here then is eternal life---to know the only wise and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves...the same as all Gods have done before you...To inherit the same power, the same glory and the same exaltation, until you arrive at the station of a God" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.346-347). 

For more complete coverage of this doctrine, refer to the section on eternal progression.

4. The Bible teaches that God, men and angels are separate beings of different nature.
According to the Bible, men and angels are created whereas God existed from eternity. Therefore the idea of men turning into angels has no biblical support. The Bible declares that angels are a distinct creation of God; in other words, an angel was created as such, and is not a being that has undergone some sort of spiritual development or physical evolution.

· Psalm 148:2,5 clearly demonstrates that angels were created as angels when it says, "Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts…Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created." 

· Colossians refers to both men and angels: "For by Him [Jesus] all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities --- all things have been created through Him and for Him" (Col. 1:16). 

5. Mormon doctrine teaches that Adam's fall was a 'fall upward' and it was not sinful.

Mormonism maintains that Adam's sin was necessary for the propagation of the human race: As Mormon scriptures state:

· "Adam fell that men might be; and men are that they might have joy" (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 2:25). 

· "And in that day Adam blessed God...saying...for because of my transgression my eyes are opened and in this life I shall have joy" (Pearl of Great Price, Book of Moses 5:10-11). 

Mormon writers explain:

· Adam's sin was "a necessary step in the plan of life and a great blessing to all mankind" (Gospel Principles, p.31). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith stated: "The fall of Adam came as a blessing in disguise...nor do I accuse Adam of a sin...it is not always a sin to transgress a law...we can hardly look upon anything resulting in such benefits as being a sin" (Doctrines of Salvation 1:114-115). 

· "Adam fell, but he fell in the right direction. He fell toward the goal...Adam fell, but he fell upward" (Deseret News, p.7, July 31, 1965) 

· John A. Widtsoe stated: "Adam's fall in the Garden of Eden "became a necessary and honorable act in carrying out the plan of the Almighty" (Joseph Smith---Seeker After Truth, p.160). 

Is this Mormon teaching inconsequentially different from Paul the Apostle's exposition in Romans 5:12-21? No:

· "Mormonism rejects the notion that man's condition is best described by 'depravity'. Nowhere within Mormon theology is its optimism concerning man's natural condition more apparent than in this denial of the Christian doctrine of original sin" (Owen Kendall White, Jr., The Psychological Basis of Mormon New-Orthodoxy", p.101-104, University of Utah thesis, June 1967). 

6. The Bible teaches that Adam's sin caused spiritual and physical death for all men:
· "Just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned (Rom. 5:12). 

· "For if by the transgression of the one [Adam] the many died" (Rom. 5:15). 

· "for on the one hand [Adam] the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation" (Rom. 5:16). 

· "For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], death reigned through the one [Adam]" (Rom. 5:17). 

· "So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men" (Rom. 5:18). 

· "For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners" (Rom. 5:19). 

Man has been punished because he thought he could make himself to be like God: Ez 28:1-10:

· "Yet you are a man and not God, Although you make your heart like the heart of God" (Ez. 28:2). 

· "Because you have made your heart Like the heart of God...I will bring strangers upon you...They will bring you down to the pit" (Ez. 28:6-8). 

· "Will you still say, 'I am a god', ...Though you are a man and not God" (Ez. 28:9). 

Man's sin was not the result of the plan of God:

· "Let no one say when he is tempted, 'I am being tempted by God'; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death" (James 1:13-15). 

· "Then to Adam He [God] said... 'Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it all the days of your life...By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground...For you are dust, And to dust you shall return" (Gen 3:17-19). 

· While Adam's sin was not in the plan of God, God did redeemed us out of it: "The gift [salvation] is not like that which came through the one [Adam] who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification " (Rom. 5:16). 

7. The Mormon church teaches that man can marry for eternity and has the potential to rule over a planet of his own spirit children. One of the requirements to reach this goal is what Mormons call "celestial marriage.

Today celestial marriage is simply defined as a marriage in a Mormon temple designed to last not just until death but throughout all eternity. Couples joined in such marriages are considered "sealed" to each other. Their children afterward are automatically "sealed" to them as well. This, they believe, ensures that their family will continue in heaven eternally as a complete unit. Those who become Gods will each have his own world and with his wife (wives?) procreate spirits who will be raised to maturity and go into bodies on the new world. These new people will worship those who procreated their spirits, in the same way we worship God the Father. (in Gospel Principles, 1986 ed. pp. 9, 190-191 and older editions).

· Apostle Bruce R. McConkie stated: "Exalted parents are to their children as our Eternal Parents are to us. Eternal increase, a continuation of the seeds forever and ever, eternal lives -- these comprise the eternal family of those who gain eternal life. For them new earths are created, and thus the on-rolling purposes of the Gods of Heaven go forward from eternity to eternity" (The Millennial Messiah, p.23). 

· McConkie continues: "Every person married in the temple for time and for all eternity has sealed upon him, conditioned upon his faithfulness, all of the blessings of the ancient patriarchs, including the crowning promise and assurance of eternal increase, which means, literally, a posterity as numerous as the dust particles of the earth" (The Millennial Messiah, p.264). 

· Bruce McConkie wrote, "Celestial marriage is the gate to exaltation, and exaltation consists in the continuation of the family unit in eternity. Exaltation is…the kind of life which God lives" (Mormon Doctrine pg. 257). Celestial marriage is an absolute necessity to reach this desired goal. Its importance in the place of salvation and exaltation cannot be overestimated. "The most important things that any member of (the LDS Church) ever does in this world are: 1) To marry the right person, in the right place, by the right authority; and 2) To keep the covenant made in connection with this holy and perfect order of matrimony…" (Mormon Doctrine p. 118). 

· Apostle Orson Pratt stated: "Each God, through his wife or wives, raises up a numerous family of sons and daughters; indeed, there will be no end to the increase of his own children: for each father and mother will be in a condition to multiply forever and ever. As soon as each God has begotten many millions of male and female spirits, and his Heavenly inheritance becomes too small, to comfortably accommodate his great family, he, in connection with his sons, organizes a new world, after a similar order to the one which we now inhabit, where he sends both the male and female spirits to inhabit tabernacles of flesh and bones" (The Seer, p. 37). 

· Orson Pratt continues: "Thus each God forms a world for the accommodation of his own sons and daughters who are sent forth in their times and seasons, and generations to be born into the same. The inhabitants of each world are required to reverence, adore, and worship their own personal father who dwells in the Heaven which they formerly inhabited" (The Seer, p. 37). 

Of course, this Mormon view of 'eternal life' is only available to those whose marriage is sealed in a Mormon Temple, who perform Temple ordinances, etc. and eventually reach the celestial kingdom.

· Joseph Fielding Smith stated: "Those who are married in the temple for all time and eternity obtain the blessing of eternal lives. I put stress on eternal lives. Eternal life is God's life... To be married outside of the temple is for time only" (Answers to Gospel Questions, vol. 4, p.197). 

8. The Bible does not teach that man can be married for eternity; nor is earthly marriage connected with salvation.
While the Bible teaches that it is good for man to marry (Gen. 2:24, 1 Cor. 7:2,9), it is not a requirement for salvation, nor is marriage designed to last for all eternity:

· The Sadducees put a hypothetical question to Jesus about a woman married successively to seven brothers: 'In the resurrection, ...which one's wife will she be? For all seven had married her?' (Mark 12:23). Jesus replied: "For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven" (Mark 12:25). 

At face value and according to historically interpretation, Jesus appears to be saying that heaven will be much different than life as we know it on earth.

Mormon leaders have interpreted this passage quite differently:

· Bruce R. McConkie wrote: "What then is the Master Teacher affirming by saying, 'in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven'? He is not denying but limiting the prevailing concept that there will be marrying and giving in marriage in heaven. He is saying that as far as 'they' (the Sadducees) are concerned, that as far as 'they' ('the children of this world') are concerned, the family unit does not and will not continue in the resurrection. Because he does not choose to cast his pearls before swine, and because the point at issue is not marriage but resurrection anyway, Jesus does not here amplify his teaching to explain that there is marrying and giving of marriage in heaven only for those who live the fulness of gospel law-a requirement which excludes worldly people" (Doctrinal New Testament Commentary 1:605,606). 

· David H. Yarn, Jr., a BYU professor emeritus of philosophy and religion, said, "The Lord did not say there would be no people in the married state in the resurrection but that there would be no marriages made in the resurrection" (A Sure Foundation, p. 115)

According to the Bible, in heaven Christ is married to his church collectively and perhaps individually. This seems to be why there is no marriage between men and women:

· "the marriage of the Lamb [Christ] has come and His bride [the church] has made herself ready" (Rev. 19:7). 

· "I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband...Come here, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb" (Rev 21:2,9). 

· "He who has the bride [the church] is the bridegroom [Jesus]" (Jn. 3:29). 

· "Let the bridegroom [Messiah] come out of his room and the bride out of her bridal chamber" (Joel 2:16). 

9. Mormon leaders have taught that polygamy is a righteous principle and even that its practice is necessary to attain the highest level of heaven. They justify this doctrine in part on the observation that in the Old Testament both unbelievers (i.e. Lemech, the son of Cain, and Belshazzar, the king of Babylon) and believers (i.e. Abraham, Jacob, David, Solomon) were known polygamists.

While a Mormon might be excommunicated for practicing polygamy today, the command to engage in plural marriage is still included in modern editions of the Doctrine and Covenants. Section 132:4 declares: "For behold, I reveal unto you a new and everlasting covenant; and if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory."

· "the doctrine of plural and celestial marriage is the most holy and important doctrine ever revealed to man on earth, and that without obedience to that principle no man can ever attain to the fullness of exaltation in the celestial glory" (William Clayton in Historical Record, p.266); 

· Brigham Young stated: "the only men who become gods, even the Son of God, are those who enter into polygamy" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 11, p.269). 

· Heber C. Kimball (first counselor to Brigham Young) declared, "You might as well deny 'Mormonism,' and turn away from it, as to oppose the plurality of wives." (Journal of Discourses, vol. 5, p.203). 

· Brigham Young stated, "We are told that if we would give up polygamy--which we know to be a doctrine revealed from heaven and it is God and the world for it--but suppose this Church should give up this holy order of marriage, then would the devil, and all who are in league with him against the cause of God, rejoice that they had prevailed upon the Saints to refuse to obey one of the revelations and commandments of God to them" (Journal of Discourses, 11:239). Later in the sermon President Young asked, 'Will the Latter-day Saints do this? No'. 

· Mormon President John Taylor accused those who opposed polygamy within the LDS Church as "apostates." He said: "Where did this commandment come from in relation to polygamy? It also came from God...I consider them apostates, and not interested in this Church and kingdom" (Journal of Discourses, 11:221). 

· In 1869 Wilford Woodruff, Mormonism's future fourth president, taught, "If we were to do away with polygamy...we must do away with prophets and Apostles, with revelation and the gifts and graces of the Gospel, and finally give up our religion altogether and turn sectarians and do as the world does" (Journal of Discourses, 13:165 - p.166). 

· Joseph F. Smith insisted that plural marriage was essential for LDS exaltation. "This doctrine of eternal union of husband and wife, and of plural marriage, is one of the most important doctrines ever revealed to man in any age of the world. Without it man would come to a full stop; without it we never could be exalted to associate with and become god..." (Journal of Discourses, 21:9). 

· Mormon Apostle Orson Pratt said, "...if plurality of marriage is not true or in other words, if a man has no divine right to marry two wives or more in this world, then marriage for eternity is not true, and your faith is all vain, and all the sealing ordinances, and powers, pertaining to marriages for eternity are vain, worthless, good for nothing; for as sure as one is true the other also must be true." (Journal of Discourses, 21:296). 

· Brigham Young stated: "Now if any of you will deny the plurality of wives, and continue to do so, I promise that you will be dammed..." (Journal of Discourses, 3:266). 

· President Wilford Woodruff signed what has come to be known as The Manifesto, or Declaration 1. The Manifesto can be found following section 138 in the Doctrine and Covenants. This document was basically a promise to the United States stating that the LDS Church would submit to the laws of the land and desist from solemnizing plural marriages. 

· Joseph F. Smith: "Some people have supposed that the doctrine of plural marriage was a sort of superfluity, or non-essential to the salvation of mankind...I understand the law of celestial marriage to mean that every man in this Church who has the ability to obey and practice it in righteousness and will not, shall be damned...I testify in the name of Jesus that it does mean that" (Journal of Discourses, vol.20, p.28-31). 

This doctrine has been downplayed by recent church leaders but its stated requirement for exaltation by the LDS founders can be well documented.

· Bruce McConkie: "Obviously the holy practice will commence again after the Second Coming of the Son of Man and the ushering in of the millenium." (Mormon Doctrine, p. 578). 

10. The Bible teaches that plural marriage is an abomination to God.
The clearest Biblical statement on polygamy condemns it as an abomination:

· "He [your king] shall never again return that way [to Egypt]. Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away" (Deut. 17:16-17). 

· In I Timothy 3:2 and Titus 1:6, polygamy disqualified a man from holding church office. 

Although there are examples of men who practiced polygamy in the Old Testament, it is extremely important to note that polygamy was merely tolerated by God, but never commanded or even endorsed by Him.

· The mere fact that in the beginning God created just Eve for the companionship of Adam points to the monogamous relationship between a man and a woman. 

· This is confirmed by such passages as I Corinthians 7:2 where the apostle Paul states that "every man should have his own wife," not wives. 

· Jesus condoned monogamy when He stated "they two shall be one flesh." (Matthew 19:5) . 

· polygamy violates the principle of God/Christ being married to one bride (Joel 2:16; Jn. 3:29; Rev. 19:7; 21:2-9). 

In the Bible, polygamy is treated the same as divorce:

· "Because of the hardness of your heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way" (Matt. 19:8). 

11. The Mormon churches teaches that it has been uniquely entrusted with administration of the priesthood. One of the unique doctrines of the Mormon church is its exclusive claim to the Aaronic and Melchizedek priesthoods.The priesthood is held by most male members 12 years and older. The Aaronic Priesthood was allegedly given to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery by John the Baptist on May 15, 1829, and before August 1830 they received the Melchizedek Priesthood from Apostles Peter, James and John.

The structure of the LDS church is as follows: The first presidency (the prophet/president and his counselors) along with the men who are under them are called the General Authorities. Each gets his authority for assigned responsibilities from the president/prophet while he is living. The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, twelve men, just under the Prophet, also have the same authority and "keys" as the President, but can only partially use them as authorized by the President.

· Joseph F. Smith said: "What is a key? It is the right or privilege which belongs to and comes with the Priesthood, to have communication with God" (Gospel Doctrine, page 142). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "They [the keys] can only be fully used by the apostles when there is no president, and that historically has seldom happened for long periods. With no prophet (or when Jesus died) the apostles had the keys, all the authority (Mormon Doctrine, pages 591, 49). 

When the priesthood was allegedly restored to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery it was done by Peter, James and John, three of the apostles. Mormons maintain that the Apostle John is the only apostle, of the original twelve, left on earth. According to Mormonism John was to live until the Lord came (Doctrine and Covenants section 7). Mormons also cite the gospel of John as saying John would never die:

· "Jesus said to him [Peter], 'If I want him [John] to remain until I come, what is that to you?" (John 21:22). 

Of course, John himself denies this in the next verse:

· "Therefore this saying went out among the brethren that that disciple would not die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but only, 'If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?'" (John 21:23). 

The Mormons claim that, because John had all the "keys" (all authority), he could appoint and ordain new apostles and keep the Lord's church going on earth.Thus, holding the Aaronic and Melchezidek priesthood is their authority from God to act in his name and do his work. The LDS church maintains that Jesus gave the 12 apostles the authority to baptize but that Jesus did not give them the authority to pass on that authority to others. Thus, they teach that Christians lost their authority to baptize until the time when the priesthood was restored to Joseph Smith.

This Mormon doctrine is closely related to their teaching that the Christian church went through a great apostasy following the death of the original apostles (except John).

· "Apostasy was universal...And this darkness still prevails except among those who have come to a knowledge of the restored gospel" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol 3, p.265). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "Thus the signs of the times include the prevailing apostate darkness in the sects of Christendom and in the religious world in general" (The Millennial Messiah, p.403); "a perverted Christianity holds sway among the so-called Christians of apostate Christendom" (Mormon Doctrine, p.132); "virtually all the millions of apostate Christendom have abased themselves before the mythical throne of a mythical Christ" (Mormon Doctrine, p.269); 

12. The Bible says that Jesus Christ has superceded all Old Testament priesthoods.
The authority claimed by the Mormon Church through an "Aaronic Priesthood," cannot be valid since Jesus abolished this priesthood when He took its place (Hebrews 7:11-19, 8:6-13). Likewise, the "Melchizedek Priesthood" never existed as any operative "priesthood", even in Old Testament times. No priestly succession is mentioned. Jesus is our only High Priest and He alone holds this permanently (Hebrews 7:15-28, 9:11-15).

Why is the idea of priests and priesthood important?
· The inevitable result of this Mormon teaching is that the person and work of Jesus Christ is minimized and given second place to the teaching that man himself will become a God. In Mormon doctrine, holding the office of the Melchizedek priesthood is essential to eternal progression so that without it celestial exaltation will not be achieved. 

· Each occupant of the First Presidency, from Joseph Smith onward, has been the highest occupant of the Melchizedek priesthood. This contradicts the teaching of Hebrews chapters 7-9 and lessens the importance and uniqueness of Jesus. 

Here is what the Bible says about the uniqueness of Jesus' priesthood:
· In these last days God speaks through His Son (Hebrews 1:1-2). 

· Jesus is our only High Priest (Hebrews 7:15-28). 

· He alone holds this permanently and no one else (Hebrews 9:11-15). 

Jesus was not merely another in succession of priests, but His priesthood was unique. There had not been one like it before, and there will not be one like it again. His priesthood is the climax and culmination of priesthood before God.

Why was Jesus' priesthood unique? According to the Bible:

· Jesus' priesthood is superior due to a better calling. Other priests were chosen, but Jesus was called with an oath (Heb. 5:5; 7:21). God, who could swear by no greater than Himself, proclaimed Jesus to be a priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

· Jesus' priesthood is superior due to a better covenant (Heb. 7:22; 8:6; 9:15). God found fault with the old covenant in that it could not accomplish the salvation of Israel. So He made a new covenant, and Jesus is the mediator of that covenant (cf. 1 Tim. 2:5-6). 

· Jesus' priesthood is superior due to a better sacrifice (Heb. 9:11ff). Those who served in the Levitical priesthood offered sacrifices annually according to commandment. Those sacrifices did not serve to put away sin. Jesus, however, by one sacrifice, forever put away sin, and now sits at God the Father's right hand (Heb. 9:24ff; 10:12). 

· Jesus' priesthood is unique due to an indestructible life (Heb.7:16). Many men over several centuries served in the Levitical priesthood, yet none of them could continue because of death (Heb. 7:23-25). 

Furthermore, the Bible states that all Christians are now priests:
· "You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation" (1 Peter 2:9). 

· "You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood" (1 Peter 2:5). 

The believer-as-a-priest concept is important because in other religions and in many cults a priest serves as an essential intermediary between man and God. A fundamental uniqueness of Christianity is that Jesus abolished this:

· "For there is one God and one mediator also between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim.2:5). 

· "Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins" (Heb 10:11), but "He [Jesus], having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time" (Heb. 10:12) "has perfected for all time those who are sanctified" (Heb. 10:14) so that "There is no longer any offering for sin" (Heb. 10:18). 

· Therefore, the Bible says that "God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us through His Son" (Heb. 1:1). 

13. Mormons teach that all men are children of God, hence there is a general salvation.
"All men and women are...literally sons and daughters of Deity" (Gospel Principles, p. 11).

This doctrine is related to other Mormon teachings that claim:

· 'salvation' is universal, 

· the dead outside of Christ can get to heaven, 

· there is no eternal hell. 

14. The Bible teaches that one becomes a child of God only through faith in Christ Jesus.
· "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name" (Jn. 1:12). 

· "For you [the Christians in Galatia to whom Paul is writing] are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:26). 

The Mormon teaching that all men are children of God contradicts the clear teaching of the Bible that all men are inherently sinful and in need of redemption:

· "All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him" (Is. 53:6). 

· "as it is written, there is none righteous, no not one" (Rom. 3:10). 

· "You were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience" (Gal. 2:1-2). 

· We "were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest" (Gal. 2:3). 

· Outside of Christ, all are "darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart" (Eph. 4:18). 

· "Jesus said to them, 'If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me.Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire'" (John 8:42-44). 

· "Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophecy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me" (Matt. 7:21-23). 

If all men are by nature children of God as Mormon teaching suggests, then why, according to the Bible, must everyone who comes to Christ be transformed by God into a new creation with a new heart?

· "if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away, behold new things have come" (2 Cor. 5:17). 

· "Since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him" (Col. 3:10). 

· "Be renewed in the spirit of your mind and put on the new self, which in God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth" (Eph. 4:23-24). 

· "However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you" (Rom. 8:9). 

· "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me" (Gal. 2:20). 

· "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you, and I will remove the heart of stone...and I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes" (Ezekiel. 36:26-27). 

In the Bible, becoming a child of God is intimately linked with placing our total trust in Him for salvation. This is not something that happens to everyone but is clearly conditional:

· "Through His name every one who believes in Him has received forgiveness of sins " (Acts 10:43). 

· "He who hears my word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and does not come into judgement" (Jn. 5:24). 

· "Every one who beholds the Son, and believes in Him, may have eternal life, and I myself will raise him up on the last day" (Jn. 6:40). 

· "As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe on His name" (Jn. 1:12). 

Is Mormonism Christian? 

The question above actually can be phrased in several ways:

1. 'Is the Mormon church a Christian denomination?' NO. Mormonism is not Christian because it denies some of the essential doctrines of Christianity, including: 1) the deity of Christ, 2) salvation by grace, and 3) the bodily resurrection of Christ. Furthermore, Mormon doctrine contradicts the Christian teaching of monotheism and undermines the authority and reliability of the Bible. The evidence for these statements is documented in section 3 below. 

2. 'Are Mormons Christians?' LIKELY NOT, if they believe the major doctrines of their church. 

3. 'Can a Mormon be a Christian?'. POSSIBLY. Only God knows what each person believes (and why) regarding His Son, Jesus Christ. But as a person stays in the Mormon church, absorbs and accepts Mormon teaching, doctrine and 'latter-day revelation', the chances of answering the question in the affirmative approach zero. The key question Mormons must answer is 'WHO is the Jesus they believe in'? 

In the New Testament book of 2 Corinthians, the apostle Paul warns of "another Jesus whom we have not preached... a different spirit which you have not received... a different gospel which you have not accepted" (2 Cor. 11:4).

In the New Testament book of Galatians, Paul again warns: "But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!" (Gal. 1:8).

Ironically, this latter warning is a nearly exact description of how the Mormon church was founded:

· In 1820, Joseph Smith Jr., age 14, went into the woods near Palmyra, New York to pray concerning the different denominations of Christianity. Allegedly, God the Father and Jesus appeared to him and told him not to join any of those churches. Three years later an angel named Moroni, the son of the leader of a people called the Nephites who had lived in the Americas around 400 AD, appeared to Smith and told him that Smith had been chosen to translate a book written on golden plates by Moroni's father. Smith claimed to receive the plates along with instructions to begin the translation, which was published in 1830 as the Book of Mormon. The Book of Mormon is supposedly the account of an ancient people who came from the Middle-East to the Americas. Smith claimed that during the translation process, John the Baptist appeared to him and ordained him to accomplish the divine work of restoring the true church by preaching the true gospel which, allegedly, had been lost from the earth. From 1833-1835, a collection of additional 'revelations from God' to Joseph Smith were published by the LDS church as the 'Doctrine and Covenants'. In 1880 another work, the 'Pearl of Great Price', was also added to the Mormon body of 'scripture'. 

· The Mormon view of the Bible is summed up in a statement by the most famous Mormon apologist: "The Bible of the Old World has come to us from the manuscripts of antiquity - manuscripts which passed through the hands of uninspired men who changed many parts to suit their own doctrinal ideas. Deletions were common, and, as it now stands, many plain and precious portions and many covenants of the Lord have been lost. As a consequence, those who rely upon it alone [the Bible] stumble and are confused" (Bruce McConkie, in The Ensign, December 1985, p 55). 

In the material below, I examine the major doctrines of the Mormon church and compare them to those taught by orthodox Christianity. The reader can judge whether or not Mormon teachings describe a "different Jesus" and a "different gospel".

1. A Word to Mormons. If you are a Mormon, please read the material in section 1 before you proceed.

2. Claims Made by the Mormon Church. Section 2 gives background information on the LDS (Mormon) church, their statements regarding other churches, and their claims about what constitutes 'scripture'.

· claims to be Christian 

· claims to be the only true Church 

· the truth of the Mormon church should be confirmed by an inner feeling 

· only Mormon scriptures are considered reliable, not the Bible 

· claims to receive modern-day revelation that supercedes Biblical teaching 

3. Mormon Doctrine Compared to Biblical Doctrine. Section 3 is the largest section of the material (>50 pages). It is intended to focus on Mormon teaching about 4 essential subjects. The approach taken throughout is to simply quote original sources, both Biblical and Mormon, with minimal commentary. The reader can decide if there is a conflict between the two and is encouraged to look up the original materials. Each of the four sections is indexed to a summary table comparing Mormon with Biblical beliefs.

· Mormon teachings about God 

· Mormon teachings about Jesus 

· Mormon teachings about salvation 

· Mormon teachings about man 

4. Mormon Literature and Leaders. This reference section gives more information on source materials plus brief descriptions of the people and books quoted in sections 2 and 3. It is important to know the background because many of the Mormon authors spoke in an official capacity or claimed to have direct revelation from God. If Mormons argue that their prophets weren't speaking authoritatively, they haven't read the original quotations of their leaders.

5. Unique Mormon Definitions. Mormons, especially LDS missionaries, use many of the same Biblical terms familiar to Christians. Yet most of these terms carry different meanings, making it critically important to define those terms. 
6. Other Serious Problems with Mormonism. Major doctrinal issues are covered above, but there are many other difficulties and inconsistencies with Mormonism. In this section, I've made a partial list of these and given some useful starting points for further investigation. The serious truth-seeker should examine each of these topics.

7. Topical Index to this site. A different way to access most of this material.

References: Mormon vs Biblical Teachings about Man 


Bible quotations are from the New American Standard version. For information on sources of Mormon quotations, see the section titled "Mormon Documents".

1. The Mormon church teaches that man was a pre-existent spirit and that mankind is of the same species as God. Our origin is supposed to have been as procreated children of God, born as spirits in some other realm. In that spirit world existence we progressed as far as was possible, but to become truly like our Heavenly Father we needed to obtain physical bodies. We also needed to learn the difference between good and evil. Since our Heavenly Father has progressed so far that He cannot allow evil into His presence, it was necessary for us to leave Him for some place where we could encounter and overcome evil ourselves:

· "The mind of man is as immortal as God Himself...God never did have the power to create the spirit of man at all" (Times and Seasons 5:615 and History of the Church 6:310-311). 

· "We were first begotten as spirit children in heaven and then born naturally on earth" (Journal of Discourses, 4:218). 

· "Before coming to this earth, all humans were begotten by our heavenly parents and were born with spirit bodies" (Mormon Doctrine p. 428, 516-17). 

· "all had a previous existence, thousands of years ago, in the heavens, in the presence of God" (Journal of Discourses 1:62). 

So, according to Mormon teaching, this world was prepared as a school, where we have been sent to obtain physical bodies and to learn the lessons of mortality:

· President Spencer W. Kimball stated: "We would be expected to gain knowledge, educate ourselves, train ourselves. We were to control our urges and desires, master and control our passions, and overcome our weaknesses, small and large. We were to eliminate sins of omission and of commission, and to follow the laws and commandments given us by our Father" (The Miracle of Forgiveness p. 5). 

According to Mormon teaching, two of man's older brothers, Jesus and his spirit brother Lucifer, both wanted to be savior. When Jesus was chosen, Lucifer rebelled and convinced one third of the spririt brothers to fight with him and revolt. All pre-mortal humans participated in this war. Those who fought on the side of Lucifer became the demons. Those who fought most valiantly on the side of Jesus and Elohim were born in Mormon families.

Milton R. Hunter summarized this doctrine by stating that "we are as eternal as God Himself. But to achieve perfection and godhood, we must go through at least four stages of life: In the first stage each of us were conscious eternally existing beings called 'intelligences'. In that realm, we experienced good and evil, love and hate, free agency and so on until we had completed our work there" (The Gospel Trough the Ages, pp. 126-129).

2. The Bible clearly teaches that God created Adam, the first man, and all other men after him. This is in direct contrast with the Mormon teaching that man had a pre-existent life before being put on this earth.

· "And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them" (Gen 1:27). 

· "Thus declares the LORD who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him" (Zech. 12:1). 

· "Thus says God the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and its offspring, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it " (Is 42:5). 

· "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John 3:6). 

· "But now, O LORD, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our potter; and all of us are the work of Your hand" (Is. 64:8). 

· "Where were you [man] when I [God] laid the foundation of the earth?" (Job 38:4). 

· One verse commonly used by Mormon missionaries is Jer. 1:5, "Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you..." But this verse is not talking about pre-existence. It is talking about God’s ordination and appointment of Jeremiah to be a prophet to his nation. Look at the whole verse: "Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations." 

· How could Jesus say this if the people he addressed were pre-existent with Him? "Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophecy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness" (Matt. 7:21-23). 

· 1 Cor. 15:46-50 says, "However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven". He mentions the nature of man in the proper order: natural then spiritual. Paul continues on, "As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. And just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly." 

The Mormon doctrine about pre-existent spirits is linked to their teaching about eternal progression. The argument goes like this: 1) Jesus was eternally existent (which is biblical); 2) Jesus progressed from a man to become a god; 3) therefore man must also be eternally existent if he can progress to become a god.

3. The Mormon church teaches that God, men, angels, and devils, are of the same nature, but at different levels of progression (Mormon Doctrine p.238-239, 192-195; Gospel Principles p.9; Gospel Through the Ages p.15; Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith p.345, 346, 370). For example:

· LDS Apostle Parley P. Pratt wrote, "God, angels, and men are all of one species, one race, one great family, widely diffused among the planetary systems as colonies, kingdoms, nations, etc...Angels are of the same race as men. They are, in fact, men who have passed from the rudimental state to the higher spheres of progressive being…They have not a single attribute that man has not. But their attributes are more matured, or more developed, than the attributes of men in this present sphere of existence" (Key to the Science of Theology, 1978 Deseret Book reprint, pg. 21,69). 

· Brigham Young claimed, "Angels are those beings who have been on an earth like this, and have passed through the same ordeals that we are now passing through…They are persons who have lived upon an earth, but did not magnify the Priesthood in that high degree that many others have done who have become Gods, even the sons of God. Human beings that pertain to this world, who do not magnify or are not capable of magnifying their high calling in the Priesthood and receive crowns of glory, immortality, and eternal lives, will also, when they again receive their bodies, become angels and will receive a glory" (Journal of Discourses, 9:102). 

· B. H. Roberts asks, ""What are angels? They are intelligences of the human species. Many of them are offspring of Adam and Eve. That is they are men, who have, like Enoch or Elijah, been translated; or, like Jesus Christ, been raised from the dead; consequently they possess a material body of flesh and bones" (The Mormon Doctrine of Deity, pg. 256). 

· The Mormon view of angels is linked to their belief that the angel Moroni, who supposedly appeared to Joseph Smith. According to LDS tradition, Moroni was once a human and a commander in the Nephite army (a supposedly ancient people of the Americas). Moroni was instructed by his father Mormon to bury the gold record just prior to the Nephites' annihilation by their dark-skinned Lamanite enemies. These plates would later be "translated" by Joseph Smith and eventually come to be known as the Book of Mormon. 

The Mormon church also teaches that man may progress to become a god. Therefore, they also teach that "God was once a man who achieved godhood". In Mormon theology, those who achieve godhood will have spirit children who will worship and pray to them just as we worship and pray to God the Father (Gospel Principles, p.290). This has been taught by a large number of prominent LDS leaders, including its founders:

· Joseph Smith taught: "I will prove that the world is wrong, by showing what God is...God himself was once as we are now and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great secret...I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you may see" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.345); 

· Joseph Smith continues: "God himself...is a man like unto one of yourselves...God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth...You have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves" (Times and Seasons, vol.5, pp.613-614); "Here then is eternal life---to know the only wise and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves...the same as all Gods have done before you...To inherit the same power, the same glory and the same exaltation, until you arrive at the station of a God" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.346-347). 

For more complete coverage of this doctrine, refer to the section on eternal progression.

4. The Bible teaches that God, men and angels are separate beings of different nature.
According to the Bible, men and angels are created whereas God existed from eternity. Therefore the idea of men turning into angels has no biblical support. The Bible declares that angels are a distinct creation of God; in other words, an angel was created as such, and is not a being that has undergone some sort of spiritual development or physical evolution.

· Psalm 148:2,5 clearly demonstrates that angels were created as angels when it says, "Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts…Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created." 

· Colossians refers to both men and angels: "For by Him [Jesus] all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities --- all things have been created through Him and for Him" (Col. 1:16). 

5. Mormon doctrine teaches that Adam's fall was a 'fall upward' and it was not sinful.

Mormonism maintains that Adam's sin was necessary for the propagation of the human race: As Mormon scriptures state:

· "Adam fell that men might be; and men are that they might have joy" (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 2:25). 

· "And in that day Adam blessed God...saying...for because of my transgression my eyes are opened and in this life I shall have joy" (Pearl of Great Price, Book of Moses 5:10-11). 

Mormon writers explain:

· Adam's sin was "a necessary step in the plan of life and a great blessing to all mankind" (Gospel Principles, p.31). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith stated: "The fall of Adam came as a blessing in disguise...nor do I accuse Adam of a sin...it is not always a sin to transgress a law...we can hardly look upon anything resulting in such benefits as being a sin" (Doctrines of Salvation 1:114-115). 

· "Adam fell, but he fell in the right direction. He fell toward the goal...Adam fell, but he fell upward" (Deseret News, p.7, July 31, 1965) 

· John A. Widtsoe stated: "Adam's fall in the Garden of Eden "became a necessary and honorable act in carrying out the plan of the Almighty" (Joseph Smith---Seeker After Truth, p.160). 

Is this Mormon teaching inconsequentially different from Paul the Apostle's exposition in Romans 5:12-21? No:

· "Mormonism rejects the notion that man's condition is best described by 'depravity'. Nowhere within Mormon theology is its optimism concerning man's natural condition more apparent than in this denial of the Christian doctrine of original sin" (Owen Kendall White, Jr., The Psychological Basis of Mormon New-Orthodoxy", p.101-104, University of Utah thesis, June 1967). 

6. The Bible teaches that Adam's sin caused spiritual and physical death for all men:
· "Just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned (Rom. 5:12). 

· "For if by the transgression of the one [Adam] the many died" (Rom. 5:15). 

· "for on the one hand [Adam] the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation" (Rom. 5:16). 

· "For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], death reigned through the one [Adam]" (Rom. 5:17). 

· "So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men" (Rom. 5:18). 

· "For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners" (Rom. 5:19). 

Man has been punished because he thought he could make himself to be like God: Ez 28:1-10:

· "Yet you are a man and not God, Although you make your heart like the heart of God" (Ez. 28:2). 

· "Because you have made your heart Like the heart of God...I will bring strangers upon you...They will bring you down to the pit" (Ez. 28:6-8). 

· "Will you still say, 'I am a god', ...Though you are a man and not God" (Ez. 28:9). 

Man's sin was not the result of the plan of God:

· "Let no one say when he is tempted, 'I am being tempted by God'; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death" (James 1:13-15). 

· "Then to Adam He [God] said... 'Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it all the days of your life...By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground...For you are dust, And to dust you shall return" (Gen 3:17-19). 

· While Adam's sin was not in the plan of God, God did redeemed us out of it: "The gift [salvation] is not like that which came through the one [Adam] who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification " (Rom. 5:16). 

7. The Mormon church teaches that man can marry for eternity and has the potential to rule over a planet of his own spirit children. One of the requirements to reach this goal is what Mormons call "celestial marriage.

Today celestial marriage is simply defined as a marriage in a Mormon temple designed to last not just until death but throughout all eternity. Couples joined in such marriages are considered "sealed" to each other. Their children afterward are automatically "sealed" to them as well. This, they believe, ensures that their family will continue in heaven eternally as a complete unit. Those who become Gods will each have his own world and with his wife (wives?) procreate spirits who will be raised to maturity and go into bodies on the new world. These new people will worship those who procreated their spirits, in the same way we worship God the Father. (in Gospel Principles, 1986 ed. pp. 9, 190-191 and older editions).

· Apostle Bruce R. McConkie stated: "Exalted parents are to their children as our Eternal Parents are to us. Eternal increase, a continuation of the seeds forever and ever, eternal lives -- these comprise the eternal family of those who gain eternal life. For them new earths are created, and thus the on-rolling purposes of the Gods of Heaven go forward from eternity to eternity" (The Millennial Messiah, p.23). 

· McConkie continues: "Every person married in the temple for time and for all eternity has sealed upon him, conditioned upon his faithfulness, all of the blessings of the ancient patriarchs, including the crowning promise and assurance of eternal increase, which means, literally, a posterity as numerous as the dust particles of the earth" (The Millennial Messiah, p.264). 

· Bruce McConkie wrote, "Celestial marriage is the gate to exaltation, and exaltation consists in the continuation of the family unit in eternity. Exaltation is…the kind of life which God lives" (Mormon Doctrine pg. 257). Celestial marriage is an absolute necessity to reach this desired goal. Its importance in the place of salvation and exaltation cannot be overestimated. "The most important things that any member of (the LDS Church) ever does in this world are: 1) To marry the right person, in the right place, by the right authority; and 2) To keep the covenant made in connection with this holy and perfect order of matrimony…" (Mormon Doctrine p. 118). 

· Apostle Orson Pratt stated: "Each God, through his wife or wives, raises up a numerous family of sons and daughters; indeed, there will be no end to the increase of his own children: for each father and mother will be in a condition to multiply forever and ever. As soon as each God has begotten many millions of male and female spirits, and his Heavenly inheritance becomes too small, to comfortably accommodate his great family, he, in connection with his sons, organizes a new world, after a similar order to the one which we now inhabit, where he sends both the male and female spirits to inhabit tabernacles of flesh and bones" (The Seer, p. 37). 

· Orson Pratt continues: "Thus each God forms a world for the accommodation of his own sons and daughters who are sent forth in their times and seasons, and generations to be born into the same. The inhabitants of each world are required to reverence, adore, and worship their own personal father who dwells in the Heaven which they formerly inhabited" (The Seer, p. 37). 

Of course, this Mormon view of 'eternal life' is only available to those whose marriage is sealed in a Mormon Temple, who perform Temple ordinances, etc. and eventually reach the celestial kingdom.

· Joseph Fielding Smith stated: "Those who are married in the temple for all time and eternity obtain the blessing of eternal lives. I put stress on eternal lives. Eternal life is God's life... To be married outside of the temple is for time only" (Answers to Gospel Questions, vol. 4, p.197). 

8. The Bible does not teach that man can be married for eternity; nor is earthly marriage connected with salvation.
While the Bible teaches that it is good for man to marry (Gen. 2:24, 1 Cor. 7:2,9), it is not a requirement for salvation, nor is marriage designed to last for all eternity:

· The Sadducees put a hypothetical question to Jesus about a woman married successively to seven brothers: 'In the resurrection, ...which one's wife will she be? For all seven had married her?' (Mark 12:23). Jesus replied: "For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven" (Mark 12:25). 

At face value and according to historically interpretation, Jesus appears to be saying that heaven will be much different than life as we know it on earth.

Mormon leaders have interpreted this passage quite differently:

· Bruce R. McConkie wrote: "What then is the Master Teacher affirming by saying, 'in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven'? He is not denying but limiting the prevailing concept that there will be marrying and giving in marriage in heaven. He is saying that as far as 'they' (the Sadducees) are concerned, that as far as 'they' ('the children of this world') are concerned, the family unit does not and will not continue in the resurrection. Because he does not choose to cast his pearls before swine, and because the point at issue is not marriage but resurrection anyway, Jesus does not here amplify his teaching to explain that there is marrying and giving of marriage in heaven only for those who live the fulness of gospel law-a requirement which excludes worldly people" (Doctrinal New Testament Commentary 1:605,606). 

· David H. Yarn, Jr., a BYU professor emeritus of philosophy and religion, said, "The Lord did not say there would be no people in the married state in the resurrection but that there would be no marriages made in the resurrection" (A Sure Foundation, p. 115)

According to the Bible, in heaven Christ is married to his church collectively and perhaps individually. This seems to be why there is no marriage between men and women:

· "the marriage of the Lamb [Christ] has come and His bride [the church] has made herself ready" (Rev. 19:7). 

· "I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband...Come here, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb" (Rev 21:2,9). 

· "He who has the bride [the church] is the bridegroom [Jesus]" (Jn. 3:29). 

· "Let the bridegroom [Messiah] come out of his room and the bride out of her bridal chamber" (Joel 2:16). 

9. Mormon leaders have taught that polygamy is a righteous principle and even that its practice is necessary to attain the highest level of heaven. They justify this doctrine in part on the observation that in the Old Testament both unbelievers (i.e. Lemech, the son of Cain, and Belshazzar, the king of Babylon) and believers (i.e. Abraham, Jacob, David, Solomon) were known polygamists.

While a Mormon might be excommunicated for practicing polygamy today, the command to engage in plural marriage is still included in modern editions of the Doctrine and Covenants. Section 132:4 declares: "For behold, I reveal unto you a new and everlasting covenant; and if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory."

· "the doctrine of plural and celestial marriage is the most holy and important doctrine ever revealed to man on earth, and that without obedience to that principle no man can ever attain to the fullness of exaltation in the celestial glory" (William Clayton in Historical Record, p.266); 

· Brigham Young stated: "the only men who become gods, even the Son of God, are those who enter into polygamy" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 11, p.269). 

· Heber C. Kimball (first counselor to Brigham Young) declared, "You might as well deny 'Mormonism,' and turn away from it, as to oppose the plurality of wives." (Journal of Discourses, vol. 5, p.203). 

· Brigham Young stated, "We are told that if we would give up polygamy--which we know to be a doctrine revealed from heaven and it is God and the world for it--but suppose this Church should give up this holy order of marriage, then would the devil, and all who are in league with him against the cause of God, rejoice that they had prevailed upon the Saints to refuse to obey one of the revelations and commandments of God to them" (Journal of Discourses, 11:239). Later in the sermon President Young asked, 'Will the Latter-day Saints do this? No'. 

· Mormon President John Taylor accused those who opposed polygamy within the LDS Church as "apostates." He said: "Where did this commandment come from in relation to polygamy? It also came from God...I consider them apostates, and not interested in this Church and kingdom" (Journal of Discourses, 11:221). 

· In 1869 Wilford Woodruff, Mormonism's future fourth president, taught, "If we were to do away with polygamy...we must do away with prophets and Apostles, with revelation and the gifts and graces of the Gospel, and finally give up our religion altogether and turn sectarians and do as the world does" (Journal of Discourses, 13:165 - p.166). 

· Joseph F. Smith insisted that plural marriage was essential for LDS exaltation. "This doctrine of eternal union of husband and wife, and of plural marriage, is one of the most important doctrines ever revealed to man in any age of the world. Without it man would come to a full stop; without it we never could be exalted to associate with and become god..." (Journal of Discourses, 21:9). 

· Mormon Apostle Orson Pratt said, "...if plurality of marriage is not true or in other words, if a man has no divine right to marry two wives or more in this world, then marriage for eternity is not true, and your faith is all vain, and all the sealing ordinances, and powers, pertaining to marriages for eternity are vain, worthless, good for nothing; for as sure as one is true the other also must be true." (Journal of Discourses, 21:296). 

· Brigham Young stated: "Now if any of you will deny the plurality of wives, and continue to do so, I promise that you will be dammed..." (Journal of Discourses, 3:266). 

· President Wilford Woodruff signed what has come to be known as The Manifesto, or Declaration 1. The Manifesto can be found following section 138 in the Doctrine and Covenants. This document was basically a promise to the United States stating that the LDS Church would submit to the laws of the land and desist from solemnizing plural marriages. 

· Joseph F. Smith: "Some people have supposed that the doctrine of plural marriage was a sort of superfluity, or non-essential to the salvation of mankind...I understand the law of celestial marriage to mean that every man in this Church who has the ability to obey and practice it in righteousness and will not, shall be damned...I testify in the name of Jesus that it does mean that" (Journal of Discourses, vol.20, p.28-31). 

This doctrine has been downplayed by recent church leaders but its stated requirement for exaltation by the LDS founders can be well documented.

· Bruce McConkie: "Obviously the holy practice will commence again after the Second Coming of the Son of Man and the ushering in of the millenium." (Mormon Doctrine, p. 578). 

10. The Bible teaches that plural marriage is an abomination to God.
The clearest Biblical statement on polygamy condemns it as an abomination:

· "He [your king] shall never again return that way [to Egypt]. Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away" (Deut. 17:16-17). 

· In I Timothy 3:2 and Titus 1:6, polygamy disqualified a man from holding church office. 

Although there are examples of men who practiced polygamy in the Old Testament, it is extremely important to note that polygamy was merely tolerated by God, but never commanded or even endorsed by Him.

· The mere fact that in the beginning God created just Eve for the companionship of Adam points to the monogamous relationship between a man and a woman. 

· This is confirmed by such passages as I Corinthians 7:2 where the apostle Paul states that "every man should have his own wife," not wives. 

· Jesus condoned monogamy when He stated "they two shall be one flesh." (Matthew 19:5) . 

· polygamy violates the principle of God/Christ being married to one bride (Joel 2:16; Jn. 3:29; Rev. 19:7; 21:2-9). 

In the Bible, polygamy is treated the same as divorce:

· "Because of the hardness of your heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way" (Matt. 19:8). 

11. The Mormon churches teaches that it has been uniquely entrusted with administration of the priesthood. One of the unique doctrines of the Mormon church is its exclusive claim to the Aaronic and Melchizedek priesthoods.The priesthood is held by most male members 12 years and older. The Aaronic Priesthood was allegedly given to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery by John the Baptist on May 15, 1829, and before August 1830 they received the Melchizedek Priesthood from Apostles Peter, James and John.

The structure of the LDS church is as follows: The first presidency (the prophet/president and his counselors) along with the men who are under them are called the General Authorities. Each gets his authority for assigned responsibilities from the president/prophet while he is living. The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, twelve men, just under the Prophet, also have the same authority and "keys" as the President, but can only partially use them as authorized by the President.

· Joseph F. Smith said: "What is a key? It is the right or privilege which belongs to and comes with the Priesthood, to have communication with God" (Gospel Doctrine, page 142). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "They [the keys] can only be fully used by the apostles when there is no president, and that historically has seldom happened for long periods. With no prophet (or when Jesus died) the apostles had the keys, all the authority (Mormon Doctrine, pages 591, 49). 

When the priesthood was allegedly restored to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery it was done by Peter, James and John, three of the apostles. Mormons maintain that the Apostle John is the only apostle, of the original twelve, left on earth. According to Mormonism John was to live until the Lord came (Doctrine and Covenants section 7). Mormons also cite the gospel of John as saying John would never die:

· "Jesus said to him [Peter], 'If I want him [John] to remain until I come, what is that to you?" (John 21:22). 

Of course, John himself denies this in the next verse:

· "Therefore this saying went out among the brethren that that disciple would not die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but only, 'If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?'" (John 21:23). 

The Mormons claim that, because John had all the "keys" (all authority), he could appoint and ordain new apostles and keep the Lord's church going on earth.Thus, holding the Aaronic and Melchezidek priesthood is their authority from God to act in his name and do his work. The LDS church maintains that Jesus gave the 12 apostles the authority to baptize but that Jesus did not give them the authority to pass on that authority to others. Thus, they teach that Christians lost their authority to baptize until the time when the priesthood was restored to Joseph Smith.

This Mormon doctrine is closely related to their teaching that the Christian church went through a great apostasy following the death of the original apostles (except John).

· "Apostasy was universal...And this darkness still prevails except among those who have come to a knowledge of the restored gospel" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol 3, p.265). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "Thus the signs of the times include the prevailing apostate darkness in the sects of Christendom and in the religious world in general" (The Millennial Messiah, p.403); "a perverted Christianity holds sway among the so-called Christians of apostate Christendom" (Mormon Doctrine, p.132); "virtually all the millions of apostate Christendom have abased themselves before the mythical throne of a mythical Christ" (Mormon Doctrine, p.269); 

12. The Bible says that Jesus Christ has superceded all Old Testament priesthoods.
The authority claimed by the Mormon Church through an "Aaronic Priesthood," cannot be valid since Jesus abolished this priesthood when He took its place (Hebrews 7:11-19, 8:6-13). Likewise, the "Melchizedek Priesthood" never existed as any operative "priesthood", even in Old Testament times. No priestly succession is mentioned. Jesus is our only High Priest and He alone holds this permanently (Hebrews 7:15-28, 9:11-15).

Why is the idea of priests and priesthood important?
· The inevitable result of this Mormon teaching is that the person and work of Jesus Christ is minimized and given second place to the teaching that man himself will become a God. In Mormon doctrine, holding the office of the Melchizedek priesthood is essential to eternal progression so that without it celestial exaltation will not be achieved. 

· Each occupant of the First Presidency, from Joseph Smith onward, has been the highest occupant of the Melchizedek priesthood. This contradicts the teaching of Hebrews chapters 7-9 and lessens the importance and uniqueness of Jesus. 

Here is what the Bible says about the uniqueness of Jesus' priesthood:
· In these last days God speaks through His Son (Hebrews 1:1-2). 

· Jesus is our only High Priest (Hebrews 7:15-28). 

· He alone holds this permanently and no one else (Hebrews 9:11-15). 

Jesus was not merely another in succession of priests, but His priesthood was unique. There had not been one like it before, and there will not be one like it again. His priesthood is the climax and culmination of priesthood before God.

Why was Jesus' priesthood unique? According to the Bible:

· Jesus' priesthood is superior due to a better calling. Other priests were chosen, but Jesus was called with an oath (Heb. 5:5; 7:21). God, who could swear by no greater than Himself, proclaimed Jesus to be a priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

· Jesus' priesthood is superior due to a better covenant (Heb. 7:22; 8:6; 9:15). God found fault with the old covenant in that it could not accomplish the salvation of Israel. So He made a new covenant, and Jesus is the mediator of that covenant (cf. 1 Tim. 2:5-6). 

· Jesus' priesthood is superior due to a better sacrifice (Heb. 9:11ff). Those who served in the Levitical priesthood offered sacrifices annually according to commandment. Those sacrifices did not serve to put away sin. Jesus, however, by one sacrifice, forever put away sin, and now sits at God the Father's right hand (Heb. 9:24ff; 10:12). 

· Jesus' priesthood is unique due to an indestructible life (Heb.7:16). Many men over several centuries served in the Levitical priesthood, yet none of them could continue because of death (Heb. 7:23-25). 

Furthermore, the Bible states that all Christians are now priests:
· "You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation" (1 Peter 2:9). 

· "You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood" (1 Peter 2:5). 

The believer-as-a-priest concept is important because in other religions and in many cults a priest serves as an essential intermediary between man and God. A fundamental uniqueness of Christianity is that Jesus abolished this:

· "For there is one God and one mediator also between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim.2:5). 

· "Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins" (Heb 10:11), but "He [Jesus], having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time" (Heb. 10:12) "has perfected for all time those who are sanctified" (Heb. 10:14) so that "There is no longer any offering for sin" (Heb. 10:18). 

· Therefore, the Bible says that "God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us through His Son" (Heb. 1:1). 

13. Mormons teach that all men are children of God, hence there is a general salvation.
"All men and women are...literally sons and daughters of Deity" (Gospel Principles, p. 11).

This doctrine is related to other Mormon teachings that claim:

· 'salvation' is universal, 

· the dead outside of Christ can get to heaven, 

· there is no eternal hell. 

14. The Bible teaches that one becomes a child of God only through faith in Christ Jesus.
· "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name" (Jn. 1:12). 

· "For you [the Christians in Galatia to whom Paul is writing] are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:26). 

The Mormon teaching that all men are children of God contradicts the clear teaching of the Bible that all men are inherently sinful and in need of redemption:

· "All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him" (Is. 53:6). 

· "as it is written, there is none righteous, no not one" (Rom. 3:10). 

· "You were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience" (Gal. 2:1-2). 

· We "were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest" (Gal. 2:3). 

· Outside of Christ, all are "darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart" (Eph. 4:18). 

· "Jesus said to them, 'If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me.Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire'" (John 8:42-44). 

· "Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophecy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me" (Matt. 7:21-23). 

If all men are by nature children of God as Mormon teaching suggests, then why, according to the Bible, must everyone who comes to Christ be transformed by God into a new creation with a new heart?

· "if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away, behold new things have come" (2 Cor. 5:17). 

· "Since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him" (Col. 3:10). 

· "Be renewed in the spirit of your mind and put on the new self, which in God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth" (Eph. 4:23-24). 

· "However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you" (Rom. 8:9). 

· "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me" (Gal. 2:20). 

· "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you, and I will remove the heart of stone...and I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes" (Ezekiel. 36:26-27). 

In the Bible, becoming a child of God is intimately linked with placing our total trust in Him for salvation. This is not something that happens to everyone but is clearly conditional:

· "Through His name every one who believes in Him has received forgiveness of sins " (Acts 10:43). 

· "He who hears my word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and does not come into judgement" (Jn. 5:24). 

· "Every one who beholds the Son, and believes in Him, may have eternal life, and I myself will raise him up on the last day" (Jn. 6:40). 

· "As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe on His name" (Jn. 1:12). 

References: Mormon vs Biblical Teachings about Man 


Bible quotations are from the New American Standard version. For information on sources of Mormon quotations, see the section titled "Mormon Documents".

1. The Mormon church teaches that man was a pre-existent spirit and that mankind is of the same species as God. Our origin is supposed to have been as procreated children of God, born as spirits in some other realm. In that spirit world existence we progressed as far as was possible, but to become truly like our Heavenly Father we needed to obtain physical bodies. We also needed to learn the difference between good and evil. Since our Heavenly Father has progressed so far that He cannot allow evil into His presence, it was necessary for us to leave Him for some place where we could encounter and overcome evil ourselves:

· "The mind of man is as immortal as God Himself...God never did have the power to create the spirit of man at all" (Times and Seasons 5:615 and History of the Church 6:310-311). 

· "We were first begotten as spirit children in heaven and then born naturally on earth" (Journal of Discourses, 4:218). 

· "Before coming to this earth, all humans were begotten by our heavenly parents and were born with spirit bodies" (Mormon Doctrine p. 428, 516-17). 

· "all had a previous existence, thousands of years ago, in the heavens, in the presence of God" (Journal of Discourses 1:62). 

So, according to Mormon teaching, this world was prepared as a school, where we have been sent to obtain physical bodies and to learn the lessons of mortality:

· President Spencer W. Kimball stated: "We would be expected to gain knowledge, educate ourselves, train ourselves. We were to control our urges and desires, master and control our passions, and overcome our weaknesses, small and large. We were to eliminate sins of omission and of commission, and to follow the laws and commandments given us by our Father" (The Miracle of Forgiveness p. 5). 

According to Mormon teaching, two of man's older brothers, Jesus and his spirit brother Lucifer, both wanted to be savior. When Jesus was chosen, Lucifer rebelled and convinced one third of the spririt brothers to fight with him and revolt. All pre-mortal humans participated in this war. Those who fought on the side of Lucifer became the demons. Those who fought most valiantly on the side of Jesus and Elohim were born in Mormon families.

Milton R. Hunter summarized this doctrine by stating that "we are as eternal as God Himself. But to achieve perfection and godhood, we must go through at least four stages of life: In the first stage each of us were conscious eternally existing beings called 'intelligences'. In that realm, we experienced good and evil, love and hate, free agency and so on until we had completed our work there" (The Gospel Trough the Ages, pp. 126-129).

2. The Bible clearly teaches that God created Adam, the first man, and all other men after him. This is in direct contrast with the Mormon teaching that man had a pre-existent life before being put on this earth.

· "And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them" (Gen 1:27). 

· "Thus declares the LORD who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him" (Zech. 12:1). 

· "Thus says God the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and its offspring, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it " (Is 42:5). 

· "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John 3:6). 

· "But now, O LORD, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our potter; and all of us are the work of Your hand" (Is. 64:8). 

· "Where were you [man] when I [God] laid the foundation of the earth?" (Job 38:4). 

· One verse commonly used by Mormon missionaries is Jer. 1:5, "Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you..." But this verse is not talking about pre-existence. It is talking about God’s ordination and appointment of Jeremiah to be a prophet to his nation. Look at the whole verse: "Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations." 

· How could Jesus say this if the people he addressed were pre-existent with Him? "Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophecy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness" (Matt. 7:21-23). 

· 1 Cor. 15:46-50 says, "However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven". He mentions the nature of man in the proper order: natural then spiritual. Paul continues on, "As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. And just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly." 

The Mormon doctrine about pre-existent spirits is linked to their teaching about eternal progression. The argument goes like this: 1) Jesus was eternally existent (which is biblical); 2) Jesus progressed from a man to become a god; 3) therefore man must also be eternally existent if he can progress to become a god.

3. The Mormon church teaches that God, men, angels, and devils, are of the same nature, but at different levels of progression (Mormon Doctrine p.238-239, 192-195; Gospel Principles p.9; Gospel Through the Ages p.15; Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith p.345, 346, 370). For example:

· LDS Apostle Parley P. Pratt wrote, "God, angels, and men are all of one species, one race, one great family, widely diffused among the planetary systems as colonies, kingdoms, nations, etc...Angels are of the same race as men. They are, in fact, men who have passed from the rudimental state to the higher spheres of progressive being…They have not a single attribute that man has not. But their attributes are more matured, or more developed, than the attributes of men in this present sphere of existence" (Key to the Science of Theology, 1978 Deseret Book reprint, pg. 21,69). 

· Brigham Young claimed, "Angels are those beings who have been on an earth like this, and have passed through the same ordeals that we are now passing through…They are persons who have lived upon an earth, but did not magnify the Priesthood in that high degree that many others have done who have become Gods, even the sons of God. Human beings that pertain to this world, who do not magnify or are not capable of magnifying their high calling in the Priesthood and receive crowns of glory, immortality, and eternal lives, will also, when they again receive their bodies, become angels and will receive a glory" (Journal of Discourses, 9:102). 

· B. H. Roberts asks, ""What are angels? They are intelligences of the human species. Many of them are offspring of Adam and Eve. That is they are men, who have, like Enoch or Elijah, been translated; or, like Jesus Christ, been raised from the dead; consequently they possess a material body of flesh and bones" (The Mormon Doctrine of Deity, pg. 256). 

· The Mormon view of angels is linked to their belief that the angel Moroni, who supposedly appeared to Joseph Smith. According to LDS tradition, Moroni was once a human and a commander in the Nephite army (a supposedly ancient people of the Americas). Moroni was instructed by his father Mormon to bury the gold record just prior to the Nephites' annihilation by their dark-skinned Lamanite enemies. These plates would later be "translated" by Joseph Smith and eventually come to be known as the Book of Mormon. 

The Mormon church also teaches that man may progress to become a god. Therefore, they also teach that "God was once a man who achieved godhood". In Mormon theology, those who achieve godhood will have spirit children who will worship and pray to them just as we worship and pray to God the Father (Gospel Principles, p.290). This has been taught by a large number of prominent LDS leaders, including its founders:

· Joseph Smith taught: "I will prove that the world is wrong, by showing what God is...God himself was once as we are now and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great secret...I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you may see" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.345); 

· Joseph Smith continues: "God himself...is a man like unto one of yourselves...God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth...You have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves" (Times and Seasons, vol.5, pp.613-614); "Here then is eternal life---to know the only wise and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves...the same as all Gods have done before you...To inherit the same power, the same glory and the same exaltation, until you arrive at the station of a God" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.346-347). 

For more complete coverage of this doctrine, refer to the section on eternal progression.

4. The Bible teaches that God, men and angels are separate beings of different nature.
According to the Bible, men and angels are created whereas God existed from eternity. Therefore the idea of men turning into angels has no biblical support. The Bible declares that angels are a distinct creation of God; in other words, an angel was created as such, and is not a being that has undergone some sort of spiritual development or physical evolution.

· Psalm 148:2,5 clearly demonstrates that angels were created as angels when it says, "Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts…Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created." 

· Colossians refers to both men and angels: "For by Him [Jesus] all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities --- all things have been created through Him and for Him" (Col. 1:16). 

5. Mormon doctrine teaches that Adam's fall was a 'fall upward' and it was not sinful.

Mormonism maintains that Adam's sin was necessary for the propagation of the human race: As Mormon scriptures state:

· "Adam fell that men might be; and men are that they might have joy" (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 2:25). 

· "And in that day Adam blessed God...saying...for because of my transgression my eyes are opened and in this life I shall have joy" (Pearl of Great Price, Book of Moses 5:10-11). 

Mormon writers explain:

· Adam's sin was "a necessary step in the plan of life and a great blessing to all mankind" (Gospel Principles, p.31). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith stated: "The fall of Adam came as a blessing in disguise...nor do I accuse Adam of a sin...it is not always a sin to transgress a law...we can hardly look upon anything resulting in such benefits as being a sin" (Doctrines of Salvation 1:114-115). 

· "Adam fell, but he fell in the right direction. He fell toward the goal...Adam fell, but he fell upward" (Deseret News, p.7, July 31, 1965) 

· John A. Widtsoe stated: "Adam's fall in the Garden of Eden "became a necessary and honorable act in carrying out the plan of the Almighty" (Joseph Smith---Seeker After Truth, p.160). 

Is this Mormon teaching inconsequentially different from Paul the Apostle's exposition in Romans 5:12-21? No:

· "Mormonism rejects the notion that man's condition is best described by 'depravity'. Nowhere within Mormon theology is its optimism concerning man's natural condition more apparent than in this denial of the Christian doctrine of original sin" (Owen Kendall White, Jr., The Psychological Basis of Mormon New-Orthodoxy", p.101-104, University of Utah thesis, June 1967). 

6. The Bible teaches that Adam's sin caused spiritual and physical death for all men:
· "Just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned (Rom. 5:12). 

· "For if by the transgression of the one [Adam] the many died" (Rom. 5:15). 

· "for on the one hand [Adam] the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation" (Rom. 5:16). 

· "For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], death reigned through the one [Adam]" (Rom. 5:17). 

· "So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men" (Rom. 5:18). 

· "For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners" (Rom. 5:19). 

Man has been punished because he thought he could make himself to be like God: Ez 28:1-10:

· "Yet you are a man and not God, Although you make your heart like the heart of God" (Ez. 28:2). 

· "Because you have made your heart Like the heart of God...I will bring strangers upon you...They will bring you down to the pit" (Ez. 28:6-8). 

· "Will you still say, 'I am a god', ...Though you are a man and not God" (Ez. 28:9). 

Man's sin was not the result of the plan of God:

· "Let no one say when he is tempted, 'I am being tempted by God'; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death" (James 1:13-15). 

· "Then to Adam He [God] said... 'Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it all the days of your life...By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground...For you are dust, And to dust you shall return" (Gen 3:17-19). 

· While Adam's sin was not in the plan of God, God did redeemed us out of it: "The gift [salvation] is not like that which came through the one [Adam] who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification " (Rom. 5:16). 

7. The Mormon church teaches that man can marry for eternity and has the potential to rule over a planet of his own spirit children. One of the requirements to reach this goal is what Mormons call "celestial marriage.

Today celestial marriage is simply defined as a marriage in a Mormon temple designed to last not just until death but throughout all eternity. Couples joined in such marriages are considered "sealed" to each other. Their children afterward are automatically "sealed" to them as well. This, they believe, ensures that their family will continue in heaven eternally as a complete unit. Those who become Gods will each have his own world and with his wife (wives?) procreate spirits who will be raised to maturity and go into bodies on the new world. These new people will worship those who procreated their spirits, in the same way we worship God the Father. (in Gospel Principles, 1986 ed. pp. 9, 190-191 and older editions).

· Apostle Bruce R. McConkie stated: "Exalted parents are to their children as our Eternal Parents are to us. Eternal increase, a continuation of the seeds forever and ever, eternal lives -- these comprise the eternal family of those who gain eternal life. For them new earths are created, and thus the on-rolling purposes of the Gods of Heaven go forward from eternity to eternity" (The Millennial Messiah, p.23). 

· McConkie continues: "Every person married in the temple for time and for all eternity has sealed upon him, conditioned upon his faithfulness, all of the blessings of the ancient patriarchs, including the crowning promise and assurance of eternal increase, which means, literally, a posterity as numerous as the dust particles of the earth" (The Millennial Messiah, p.264). 

· Bruce McConkie wrote, "Celestial marriage is the gate to exaltation, and exaltation consists in the continuation of the family unit in eternity. Exaltation is…the kind of life which God lives" (Mormon Doctrine pg. 257). Celestial marriage is an absolute necessity to reach this desired goal. Its importance in the place of salvation and exaltation cannot be overestimated. "The most important things that any member of (the LDS Church) ever does in this world are: 1) To marry the right person, in the right place, by the right authority; and 2) To keep the covenant made in connection with this holy and perfect order of matrimony…" (Mormon Doctrine p. 118). 

· Apostle Orson Pratt stated: "Each God, through his wife or wives, raises up a numerous family of sons and daughters; indeed, there will be no end to the increase of his own children: for each father and mother will be in a condition to multiply forever and ever. As soon as each God has begotten many millions of male and female spirits, and his Heavenly inheritance becomes too small, to comfortably accommodate his great family, he, in connection with his sons, organizes a new world, after a similar order to the one which we now inhabit, where he sends both the male and female spirits to inhabit tabernacles of flesh and bones" (The Seer, p. 37). 

· Orson Pratt continues: "Thus each God forms a world for the accommodation of his own sons and daughters who are sent forth in their times and seasons, and generations to be born into the same. The inhabitants of each world are required to reverence, adore, and worship their own personal father who dwells in the Heaven which they formerly inhabited" (The Seer, p. 37). 

Of course, this Mormon view of 'eternal life' is only available to those whose marriage is sealed in a Mormon Temple, who perform Temple ordinances, etc. and eventually reach the celestial kingdom.

· Joseph Fielding Smith stated: "Those who are married in the temple for all time and eternity obtain the blessing of eternal lives. I put stress on eternal lives. Eternal life is God's life... To be married outside of the temple is for time only" (Answers to Gospel Questions, vol. 4, p.197). 

8. The Bible does not teach that man can be married for eternity; nor is earthly marriage connected with salvation.
While the Bible teaches that it is good for man to marry (Gen. 2:24, 1 Cor. 7:2,9), it is not a requirement for salvation, nor is marriage designed to last for all eternity:

· The Sadducees put a hypothetical question to Jesus about a woman married successively to seven brothers: 'In the resurrection, ...which one's wife will she be? For all seven had married her?' (Mark 12:23). Jesus replied: "For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven" (Mark 12:25). 

At face value and according to historically interpretation, Jesus appears to be saying that heaven will be much different than life as we know it on earth.

Mormon leaders have interpreted this passage quite differently:

· Bruce R. McConkie wrote: "What then is the Master Teacher affirming by saying, 'in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven'? He is not denying but limiting the prevailing concept that there will be marrying and giving in marriage in heaven. He is saying that as far as 'they' (the Sadducees) are concerned, that as far as 'they' ('the children of this world') are concerned, the family unit does not and will not continue in the resurrection. Because he does not choose to cast his pearls before swine, and because the point at issue is not marriage but resurrection anyway, Jesus does not here amplify his teaching to explain that there is marrying and giving of marriage in heaven only for those who live the fulness of gospel law-a requirement which excludes worldly people" (Doctrinal New Testament Commentary 1:605,606). 

· David H. Yarn, Jr., a BYU professor emeritus of philosophy and religion, said, "The Lord did not say there would be no people in the married state in the resurrection but that there would be no marriages made in the resurrection" (A Sure Foundation, p. 115)

According to the Bible, in heaven Christ is married to his church collectively and perhaps individually. This seems to be why there is no marriage between men and women:

· "the marriage of the Lamb [Christ] has come and His bride [the church] has made herself ready" (Rev. 19:7). 

· "I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband...Come here, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb" (Rev 21:2,9). 

· "He who has the bride [the church] is the bridegroom [Jesus]" (Jn. 3:29). 

· "Let the bridegroom [Messiah] come out of his room and the bride out of her bridal chamber" (Joel 2:16). 

9. Mormon leaders have taught that polygamy is a righteous principle and even that its practice is necessary to attain the highest level of heaven. They justify this doctrine in part on the observation that in the Old Testament both unbelievers (i.e. Lemech, the son of Cain, and Belshazzar, the king of Babylon) and believers (i.e. Abraham, Jacob, David, Solomon) were known polygamists.

While a Mormon might be excommunicated for practicing polygamy today, the command to engage in plural marriage is still included in modern editions of the Doctrine and Covenants. Section 132:4 declares: "For behold, I reveal unto you a new and everlasting covenant; and if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory."

· "the doctrine of plural and celestial marriage is the most holy and important doctrine ever revealed to man on earth, and that without obedience to that principle no man can ever attain to the fullness of exaltation in the celestial glory" (William Clayton in Historical Record, p.266); 

· Brigham Young stated: "the only men who become gods, even the Son of God, are those who enter into polygamy" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 11, p.269). 

· Heber C. Kimball (first counselor to Brigham Young) declared, "You might as well deny 'Mormonism,' and turn away from it, as to oppose the plurality of wives." (Journal of Discourses, vol. 5, p.203). 

· Brigham Young stated, "We are told that if we would give up polygamy--which we know to be a doctrine revealed from heaven and it is God and the world for it--but suppose this Church should give up this holy order of marriage, then would the devil, and all who are in league with him against the cause of God, rejoice that they had prevailed upon the Saints to refuse to obey one of the revelations and commandments of God to them" (Journal of Discourses, 11:239). Later in the sermon President Young asked, 'Will the Latter-day Saints do this? No'. 

· Mormon President John Taylor accused those who opposed polygamy within the LDS Church as "apostates." He said: "Where did this commandment come from in relation to polygamy? It also came from God...I consider them apostates, and not interested in this Church and kingdom" (Journal of Discourses, 11:221). 

· In 1869 Wilford Woodruff, Mormonism's future fourth president, taught, "If we were to do away with polygamy...we must do away with prophets and Apostles, with revelation and the gifts and graces of the Gospel, and finally give up our religion altogether and turn sectarians and do as the world does" (Journal of Discourses, 13:165 - p.166). 

· Joseph F. Smith insisted that plural marriage was essential for LDS exaltation. "This doctrine of eternal union of husband and wife, and of plural marriage, is one of the most important doctrines ever revealed to man in any age of the world. Without it man would come to a full stop; without it we never could be exalted to associate with and become god..." (Journal of Discourses, 21:9). 

· Mormon Apostle Orson Pratt said, "...if plurality of marriage is not true or in other words, if a man has no divine right to marry two wives or more in this world, then marriage for eternity is not true, and your faith is all vain, and all the sealing ordinances, and powers, pertaining to marriages for eternity are vain, worthless, good for nothing; for as sure as one is true the other also must be true." (Journal of Discourses, 21:296). 

· Brigham Young stated: "Now if any of you will deny the plurality of wives, and continue to do so, I promise that you will be dammed..." (Journal of Discourses, 3:266). 

· President Wilford Woodruff signed what has come to be known as The Manifesto, or Declaration 1. The Manifesto can be found following section 138 in the Doctrine and Covenants. This document was basically a promise to the United States stating that the LDS Church would submit to the laws of the land and desist from solemnizing plural marriages. 

· Joseph F. Smith: "Some people have supposed that the doctrine of plural marriage was a sort of superfluity, or non-essential to the salvation of mankind...I understand the law of celestial marriage to mean that every man in this Church who has the ability to obey and practice it in righteousness and will not, shall be damned...I testify in the name of Jesus that it does mean that" (Journal of Discourses, vol.20, p.28-31). 

This doctrine has been downplayed by recent church leaders but its stated requirement for exaltation by the LDS founders can be well documented.

· Bruce McConkie: "Obviously the holy practice will commence again after the Second Coming of the Son of Man and the ushering in of the millenium." (Mormon Doctrine, p. 578). 

10. The Bible teaches that plural marriage is an abomination to God.
The clearest Biblical statement on polygamy condemns it as an abomination:

· "He [your king] shall never again return that way [to Egypt]. Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away" (Deut. 17:16-17). 

· In I Timothy 3:2 and Titus 1:6, polygamy disqualified a man from holding church office. 

Although there are examples of men who practiced polygamy in the Old Testament, it is extremely important to note that polygamy was merely tolerated by God, but never commanded or even endorsed by Him.

· The mere fact that in the beginning God created just Eve for the companionship of Adam points to the monogamous relationship between a man and a woman. 

· This is confirmed by such passages as I Corinthians 7:2 where the apostle Paul states that "every man should have his own wife," not wives. 

· Jesus condoned monogamy when He stated "they two shall be one flesh." (Matthew 19:5) . 

· polygamy violates the principle of God/Christ being married to one bride (Joel 2:16; Jn. 3:29; Rev. 19:7; 21:2-9). 

In the Bible, polygamy is treated the same as divorce:

· "Because of the hardness of your heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way" (Matt. 19:8). 

11. The Mormon churches teaches that it has been uniquely entrusted with administration of the priesthood. One of the unique doctrines of the Mormon church is its exclusive claim to the Aaronic and Melchizedek priesthoods.The priesthood is held by most male members 12 years and older. The Aaronic Priesthood was allegedly given to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery by John the Baptist on May 15, 1829, and before August 1830 they received the Melchizedek Priesthood from Apostles Peter, James and John.

The structure of the LDS church is as follows: The first presidency (the prophet/president and his counselors) along with the men who are under them are called the General Authorities. Each gets his authority for assigned responsibilities from the president/prophet while he is living. The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, twelve men, just under the Prophet, also have the same authority and "keys" as the President, but can only partially use them as authorized by the President.

· Joseph F. Smith said: "What is a key? It is the right or privilege which belongs to and comes with the Priesthood, to have communication with God" (Gospel Doctrine, page 142). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "They [the keys] can only be fully used by the apostles when there is no president, and that historically has seldom happened for long periods. With no prophet (or when Jesus died) the apostles had the keys, all the authority (Mormon Doctrine, pages 591, 49). 

When the priesthood was allegedly restored to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery it was done by Peter, James and John, three of the apostles. Mormons maintain that the Apostle John is the only apostle, of the original twelve, left on earth. According to Mormonism John was to live until the Lord came (Doctrine and Covenants section 7). Mormons also cite the gospel of John as saying John would never die:

· "Jesus said to him [Peter], 'If I want him [John] to remain until I come, what is that to you?" (John 21:22). 

Of course, John himself denies this in the next verse:

· "Therefore this saying went out among the brethren that that disciple would not die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but only, 'If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?'" (John 21:23). 

The Mormons claim that, because John had all the "keys" (all authority), he could appoint and ordain new apostles and keep the Lord's church going on earth.Thus, holding the Aaronic and Melchezidek priesthood is their authority from God to act in his name and do his work. The LDS church maintains that Jesus gave the 12 apostles the authority to baptize but that Jesus did not give them the authority to pass on that authority to others. Thus, they teach that Christians lost their authority to baptize until the time when the priesthood was restored to Joseph Smith.

This Mormon doctrine is closely related to their teaching that the Christian church went through a great apostasy following the death of the original apostles (except John).

· "Apostasy was universal...And this darkness still prevails except among those who have come to a knowledge of the restored gospel" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol 3, p.265). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "Thus the signs of the times include the prevailing apostate darkness in the sects of Christendom and in the religious world in general" (The Millennial Messiah, p.403); "a perverted Christianity holds sway among the so-called Christians of apostate Christendom" (Mormon Doctrine, p.132); "virtually all the millions of apostate Christendom have abased themselves before the mythical throne of a mythical Christ" (Mormon Doctrine, p.269); 

12. The Bible says that Jesus Christ has superceded all Old Testament priesthoods.
The authority claimed by the Mormon Church through an "Aaronic Priesthood," cannot be valid since Jesus abolished this priesthood when He took its place (Hebrews 7:11-19, 8:6-13). Likewise, the "Melchizedek Priesthood" never existed as any operative "priesthood", even in Old Testament times. No priestly succession is mentioned. Jesus is our only High Priest and He alone holds this permanently (Hebrews 7:15-28, 9:11-15).

Why is the idea of priests and priesthood important?
· The inevitable result of this Mormon teaching is that the person and work of Jesus Christ is minimized and given second place to the teaching that man himself will become a God. In Mormon doctrine, holding the office of the Melchizedek priesthood is essential to eternal progression so that without it celestial exaltation will not be achieved. 

· Each occupant of the First Presidency, from Joseph Smith onward, has been the highest occupant of the Melchizedek priesthood. This contradicts the teaching of Hebrews chapters 7-9 and lessens the importance and uniqueness of Jesus. 

Here is what the Bible says about the uniqueness of Jesus' priesthood:
· In these last days God speaks through His Son (Hebrews 1:1-2). 

· Jesus is our only High Priest (Hebrews 7:15-28). 

· He alone holds this permanently and no one else (Hebrews 9:11-15). 

Jesus was not merely another in succession of priests, but His priesthood was unique. There had not been one like it before, and there will not be one like it again. His priesthood is the climax and culmination of priesthood before God.

Why was Jesus' priesthood unique? According to the Bible:

· Jesus' priesthood is superior due to a better calling. Other priests were chosen, but Jesus was called with an oath (Heb. 5:5; 7:21). God, who could swear by no greater than Himself, proclaimed Jesus to be a priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

· Jesus' priesthood is superior due to a better covenant (Heb. 7:22; 8:6; 9:15). God found fault with the old covenant in that it could not accomplish the salvation of Israel. So He made a new covenant, and Jesus is the mediator of that covenant (cf. 1 Tim. 2:5-6). 

· Jesus' priesthood is superior due to a better sacrifice (Heb. 9:11ff). Those who served in the Levitical priesthood offered sacrifices annually according to commandment. Those sacrifices did not serve to put away sin. Jesus, however, by one sacrifice, forever put away sin, and now sits at God the Father's right hand (Heb. 9:24ff; 10:12). 

· Jesus' priesthood is unique due to an indestructible life (Heb.7:16). Many men over several centuries served in the Levitical priesthood, yet none of them could continue because of death (Heb. 7:23-25). 

Furthermore, the Bible states that all Christians are now priests:
· "You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation" (1 Peter 2:9). 

· "You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood" (1 Peter 2:5). 

The believer-as-a-priest concept is important because in other religions and in many cults a priest serves as an essential intermediary between man and God. A fundamental uniqueness of Christianity is that Jesus abolished this:

· "For there is one God and one mediator also between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim.2:5). 

· "Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins" (Heb 10:11), but "He [Jesus], having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time" (Heb. 10:12) "has perfected for all time those who are sanctified" (Heb. 10:14) so that "There is no longer any offering for sin" (Heb. 10:18). 

· Therefore, the Bible says that "God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us through His Son" (Heb. 1:1). 

13. Mormons teach that all men are children of God, hence there is a general salvation.
"All men and women are...literally sons and daughters of Deity" (Gospel Principles, p. 11).

This doctrine is related to other Mormon teachings that claim:

· 'salvation' is universal, 

· the dead outside of Christ can get to heaven, 

· there is no eternal hell. 

14. The Bible teaches that one becomes a child of God only through faith in Christ Jesus.
· "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name" (Jn. 1:12). 

· "For you [the Christians in Galatia to whom Paul is writing] are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:26). 

The Mormon teaching that all men are children of God contradicts the clear teaching of the Bible that all men are inherently sinful and in need of redemption:

· "All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him" (Is. 53:6). 

· "as it is written, there is none righteous, no not one" (Rom. 3:10). 

· "You were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience" (Gal. 2:1-2). 

· We "were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest" (Gal. 2:3). 

· Outside of Christ, all are "darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart" (Eph. 4:18). 

· "Jesus said to them, 'If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me.Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire'" (John 8:42-44). 

· "Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophecy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me" (Matt. 7:21-23). 

If all men are by nature children of God as Mormon teaching suggests, then why, according to the Bible, must everyone who comes to Christ be transformed by God into a new creation with a new heart?

· "if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away, behold new things have come" (2 Cor. 5:17). 

· "Since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him" (Col. 3:10). 

· "Be renewed in the spirit of your mind and put on the new self, which in God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth" (Eph. 4:23-24). 

· "However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you" (Rom. 8:9). 

· "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me" (Gal. 2:20). 

· "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you, and I will remove the heart of stone...and I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes" (Ezekiel. 36:26-27). 

In the Bible, becoming a child of God is intimately linked with placing our total trust in Him for salvation. This is not something that happens to everyone but is clearly conditional:

· "Through His name every one who believes in Him has received forgiveness of sins " (Acts 10:43). 

· "He who hears my word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and does not come into judgement" (Jn. 5:24). 

· "Every one who beholds the Son, and believes in Him, may have eternal life, and I myself will raise him up on the last day" (Jn. 6:40). 

· "As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe on His name" (Jn. 1:12). 

1. Mormons teach that salvation (exaltation) comes through faith in Christ plus baptism plus works, i.e., we must add to the work of Christ. In the Bible 'salvation' means deliverance from the consequence (eternal separation from God) of our sin. Mormon leaders have redefined the word 'salvation' to have a two-fold meaning: a) forgiveness of sins and b) universal resurrection:

· "There will be a General Salvation for all in the sense in which that term is generally used, but salvation, meaning resurrection, is not exaltation" (Stephen L. Richards, Contributions of Joseph Smith, LDS tract, p.5). 

· "All men are saved by grace alone without any act on their part, meaning they are resurrected" (Bruce McConkie, What Mormons Think of Christ", LDS tract, p.28). 

Thus, when a Mormon speaks of 'salvation by grace', he is usually referring to universal resurrection. Mormons use the term 'exaltation' to refer to attain a place in the highest level of heaven. The Mormon term 'exaltation' is more nearly equivalent to the Biblical term 'salvation'. What do Mormon leaders say about this?

· The Book of Mormon says of salvation: "for we know that is is by grace that we are saved, after all that we can do" (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 25:23). 

· The LDS Third Article of Faith states: "We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Pearl of Great Price: Articles of Faith). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith explains what that last phrase means: "that which man merits through his own acts through life and by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.134). 

· James Talmage explains: "...redemption from personal sins can only be obtained through obedience to the requirement of the Gospel, and a life of good works" (James Talmage, in A Study of the Articles of Faith). 

· Spencer W. Kimball states: "however powerful the saving grace of Christ, it brings exaltation to no man who does not comply with the works of the gospel" (The Miracle of Forgiveness, pg. 207); "Each command we obey sends us another rung up the ladder to perfected manhood and toward godhood; and every law disobeyed is a sliding toward the bottom where man merges into the brute world" (Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, pg. 153); "living all the commandments guarantees total forgiveness of sins and assures one of exaltation...trying is not sufficient. Nor is repentence when one merely tries to abandon sin" (The Miracle of Forgiveness, p.164-165, 354-355). 

· Bruce McConkie claimed: "Jesus kept the commandments of his Father and thereby worked out his own salvation, and also set an example as to the way and the means whereby all men may be saved" (The Mortal Messiah, Vol.4, p.434). 

What works do they mean? Here are some:

· Baptism for the dead: "The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is to seek after our dead...Those saints who neglect it in behalf of their deceased relatives, do it at peril of their own salvation" (Joseph Smith, in Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.356, 196). 

· Marriages sealed in the Temple: "Marriage is not only a righteous institution, but obedience to this law [Temple marriage] is absolutely necessary in order to obtain the highest exaltation in the Kingdom of God" (Milton R. Hunter, in Gospel Through the Ages, p.119). 

· Keeping the whole law: "To enter the celestial [kingdom] and obtain exaltation, it is necessary that the whole law be kept...Do you desire to enter the celestial Kingdom and receive eternal life? Then be willing to keep all of the commandments" (Joseph Fielding Smith, in The Way to Perfection, p.206). 

· Plural marriage: "the doctrine of plural and celestial marriage is the most holy and important doctrine ever revealed to man on earth, and that without obedience to that principle no man can ever attain to the fullness of exaltation in the celestial glory" (William Clayton in Historical Record, p.266); "the only men who become gods, even the Son of God, are those who enter into polygamy" (Brigham Young, in Journal of Discourses, vol. 11, p.269). This doctrine has been downplayed by recent church leaders but its stated requirement for exaltation by the LDS founders can be well documented. 

Because these ordinances can only be kept in the Mormon church, that church claims to be the only path to true salvation.

2. According to the Bible, our salvation comes only through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, apart from any work on our part. Mormons accuse Christians of teaching "cheap grace", whereby one can believe in Christ and then live however one pleases. But the Apostle Paul anticipates this response and shows why it is false in Romans chp. 6. Mormons have the same problem with Paul's concept as do many of the cults formed in the first century: it's too simple, too easy, and could be attained by anyone. 
A serious problem with the Mormon argument that the 'Christian concept of grace can be easily abused' is that it denies the Biblical promise that anyone who comes to Christ will be transformed by God into a new creation with a new heart created to serve Him by the power of the Holy Spirit:

· "Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away, behold new things have come" (2 Cor. 5:17). 

· "Since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him" (Col. 3:10). 

· "Be renewed in the spirit of your mind and put on the new self, which in God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth" (Eph. 4:23-24). 

· "However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you" (Rom. 8:9). 

· "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me" (Gal. 2:20). 

· "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you, and I will remove the heart of stone...and I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes" (Ezekiel. 36:26-27). 

A second problem with the Mormon teaching on salvation is that it reveals a misunderstanding of the place of works in a Christian's life as described in the New Testament.

a. Works do not help us earn God's favor:

· "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes" (Rom. 10:4). 

· "I do not frustrate the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died needlessly" (Gal. 2:21). 

· "He saved us not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to his mercy" (Titus 3:5). 

b. Rather, works that God does through us glorify Him and prove we are Christians:

· "I will show you my faith by my works" (James 2:18). 

· "By this all men will know you are my disciples, if you have love for one another" (Jn. 13:34). 

· "We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren" (1 Jn. 3:14). 

· "...that they may be perfected in unity, that the world may know that You [God the Father] sent Me [Jesus] and loved Me" (Jn. 17:23). 

· "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure" (Phil. 3:12-13). 

· "We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them" (Eph. 2:10). 

What is more, salvation by works is not even possible. Why not? First, because even our best deeds are impure and ineffective:

· "our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment" (Is. 64:6). 

· We are "justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the law; since by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified" (Gal. 2:16). 

· "For the law...can never by the same sacrifices year by year...make perfect those who draw near...but in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins" (Heb. 10:1-4). 

· "Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins" (Heb 10:11). 

· "For the law made nothing perfect" (Heb 7:19). 

· "For if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died needlessly" (Gal. 2:21). 

· "For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law" (Gal. 3:21-22). 

Second, God's standard is too high for us to attain---absolute perfection:

· "Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all" (James 2:10). 

· Jesus explained that God's standard was much higher than just outward deeds: "Whoever shall say [to his brother] 'you fool' shall be guilty enough to go into the hell of fire" (Matt. 5:22); "Every one who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in his heart" (Matt. 5:28); "Every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it on the day of judgement" (Matt. 12:36). 

If we are all guilty of breaking the whole law, how many good works will it take to redeem us? Therefore, the Bible can make the outrageous and wonderful promise that we can know for sure that we will go to heaven, because the work of redemption by Jesus is complete:

· "These things I have written unto you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life" (1 Jn. 5:13). 

· "therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 5:1). 

· "Therefore brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus" (Heb. 10:19). 

· Jesus told his followers who believe that they have eternal life (Jn. 1:12; 5:24; 6:40; 20:31). 

That there could be nothing left for us to do is incomprehensible to Mormons. Yet the Bible says we are to rest in the finished work of Christ:

· "For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His (Heb. 4:10). 

3. The Mormon church teaches that the 'gospel' consists of Christ's redemptive work plus our obedience to laws, principles, ordinances, and rites.

· The Book of Mormon says of salvation: "for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all that we can do" (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 25:23). 

· The LDS Third Article of Faith states: "We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Pearl of Great Price: Articles of Faith). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith states: "man merits through his own acts through life and by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.134). 

· Spencer W. Kimball stated: "living all the commandments guarantees total forgiveness of sins and assures one of exaltation...trying is not sufficient. Nor is repentance when one merely tries to abandon sin" (The Miracle of Forgivness, p.164-165, 354-355). 

Because these 'ordinances of the gospel' can only be kept in the LDS church, the Mormon church claims to be the only path to true salvation.

4. The Bible teaches that the 'gospel' (good news) is the message of Christ's complete redemptive work. As Paul explains to the church at Corinth, "the gospel which I preached to you, which you also received, in which you also stand, by which you also are saved" (1 Cor. 15:1-2):

· "I also delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time..." (1 Cor. 15:1-6). 

And to the church at Rome, Paul says:

· "the gospel of God, which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures concerning His Son, who was born of the seed of David accordng to the flesh, who was declared with power to be the Son of God by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 1:1-4). 

Central to this message, as indicated by the highlighted words in the above passages, is the historical, verifiable fact that Christ was raised from the dead (1 Cor. 15:12-14):

· it was the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, validating Jesus as Messiah, 

· it was the culmination of His miraculous power, validating Jesus as Messiah, 

· it was verified by several sets of witnesses (over 500), 

· it confirmed that God accepted Christ's sacrifice for our sins (1 Cor. 15:17), 

· it gives us hope for our own resurrection (1Cor. 15:19-20). 

Our part is not to perform works in order to gain acceptance, our part is that we believe and receive Jesus Christ, which means placing our total trust in Him for salvation. This is the meaning of the Greek word John used for 'believe' over 50 times in his gospel:

· "Through His name every one who believes in Him has received forgiveness of sins " (Acts 10:43). 

· "He who hears my word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and does not come into judgement" (Jn. 5:24). 

· "Every one who beholds the Son, and believes in Him, may have eternal life, and I myself will raise him up on the last day" (Jn. 6:40). 

· "As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe on His name" (Jn. 1:12). 

· "By grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God" (Eph. 2:8). 

5. Mormons teach that the LDS Church is the only way to enter the highest heaven.
· The Mormon scriptures state: "this church [Joseph Smith's]... only true and living church upon the face of the whole earth" (Doctrine and Covenants, 1:30). 

· Apostle Bruce McConkie states: "There is no salvation outside The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" (Mormon Doctrine, p.670). 

· Marion Romney (speaking as a member of the LDS First Presidency) said, "This Church is the ensign on the mountain spoken of by the Old Testament prophets. It is the way, the truth, and the life" (Conference Report, April, 1961, pg. 119). 

· Mormon president and prophet Brigham Young declared: "he that confesseth not that Jesus has come in the flesh and sent Joseph Smith with the fullness of the Gospel to this generation, is not of God, but is anti-christ" (Journal of Discourses, vol.9, p.312). 

· Mormon president and prophet Ezra Taft Benson stated: "This is not just another Church. This is not just one of a family of Christian churches. This is THE Church and kingdom of God, THE only true Church upon the face of the earth..." (Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p.164-165). 

What is more, Mormon leaders have taught that Joseph Smith must give his consent before anyone can enter heaven:

· [There is] "no salvation without accepting Joseph Smith" (Joseph Fielding Smith, in Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.190). 

· "No man or woman in this dispensation will ever enter into the celestial kingdom of God without the consent of Joseph Smith" (Brigham Young, in Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p.289). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "If it had not been for Joseph Smith and the restoration, there would be no salvation" (Mormon Doctrine, p.670). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith said: "If Joseph Smith was verily a prophet, and if he told the truth...no man can reject that testimony without incurring the most dreadful consequences, for he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.190). 

· Brigham Young stated: "every man and woman must have the certificate of Joseph Smith, junior, as a passport to their entrance into the mansion where God and Christ are" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p.289). 

· George Q. Cannon: "If we get our salvation, we shall have to pass by him [Joseph Smith]; if we enter our glory, it will be through the authority he has received. We cannot get around him [Joseph Smith]" (quoted in the Melchizedek Priesthood Study Guide, p. 142, 1988). 

Any true Christian should be appalled by these statements because they undermine the completed and accepted sacrifice of Christ.

6. The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ is the ONLY way to God and heaven.
· Jesus said: "I am THE way, THE truth, and THE life; no one comes to the Father but through Me" (Jn. 14:6). 

· "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name [Jesus] under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 

· "For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and man, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim 2:5). 

7. The Mormon church teaches there are three levels to heaven, and only those who are worthy LDS members will attain the highest level:

· Telestial Kingdom - is where unbelievers go: "These are they who received not the gospel of Christ, neither the testimony of Jesus...who receive not his fullness in the eternal world", but shall be "redeemed from the devil [at] the last resurrection" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 82-86). 

· Terrestrial Kingdom - is for religious people who aren't Mormons and for Mormons who have not met the requirements of the Church, i.e., "Honorable men of the earth who are blinded by the craftiness of men and who therefore do not accept and live the gospel law" (Mormon Doctrine, p. 784). While this level is not as desirable as the Celestial Kingdom, the presence of the Son is evident there: "These are they who receive of his glory but not of his fulness... the presence of the Son, but not the fullness of the Father...who are not valiant in the testimony of Jesus...they obtain not the crown over the kingdom of God" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 76-79). 

· Celestial Kingdom - is for Mormons who have kept ALL of the laws and ordinances of their church: "These are they who received the testimony of Jesus, and believed on his name and were baptized...in the water...keeping the commandments that they might be washed and cleansed from all their sins, and receive the Holy Spirit ..." (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 51-57).; "they are gods, even the sons of God...these shall dwell in the presence of God and his Christ forever...whose names are written in heaven" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 58-68). 

What will the celestial kingdom supposedly be like for a good Mormon? He will be a god and he will rule over a planet with his wives and spirit children.

Incidentally, the Mormon doctrine about the three levels of heaven is derived from two verses in the Bible, 2 Cor. 12:2 and 1 Cor. 15:40, where the Apostle Paul refers to different degrees of glory (see below) and to someone (presumably himself) as being caught up in the "third heaven". Mormon leaders have completely misinterpreted and misconstrued these verses to mean that there are three levels of heaven. The additional "revelation" from which they get the three levels supposedly came to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon on Feb. 16, 1832 as recorded in Section 76 of the Doctrine and Covenants.

8. The Bible describes only one heaven as a believer's reward. Heaven is the place where:

· Only true believers in Christ will be allowed entrance (Hebrews 12:23; John 3:16-21; Rev. 2:11; 20:6). 

· Believers will abide with God for all eternity in His presence. The light of the Lamb will fill it (Rev. 21:23). 

· Entrance will not be attained by works. 

The Bible does use the term for 'heaven' in three ways, although it never distinguishes between 3 levels relevant to our eternal destiny:

· A 'first' heaven is the earth's atmosphere: "The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands" (Deut. 28:12). See also Deut. 11:17; Judges 5:4; Acts 14:17. 

· A 'second' heaven is outer space (sun, moon and stars stars): "They will be exposed to the sun and the moon and all the stars of the heavens which they have loved and served" (Jeremiah 8:2). See also Ps. 19:4,6; Is. 13:10. 

· A 'third' heaven is the dwelling place of God: "then hear from heaven, your dwelling place" (1 Kings 8:30). See also Ps. 2:4; Matt. 5:16. 

There will be different degrees of reward in heaven, which are then cast at Jesus' feet (Rev. 4:4,10), but all who are there will be with Christ (Rev. 22:4-5).

9. Mormon leaders teach that there is no eternal hell. Although the Book of Mormon mentions a literal, everlasting hell (e.g. 2 Nephi 28), later 'revelations' to church leaders teach the concept of a "preparatory stage between death and a final judgement", similar to the Catholic concept of purgatory.

· John A Widtsoe, Mormon Apostle states: "The meanest sinner will find some place in the heavenly realm...In the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, there is no Hell. All will find a measure of salvation" (Joseph Smith-Seeker After Truth, p.177-178, 1951). 

· Mormon historian B.H. Roberts explains: "Christians believed that to receive eternal punishment was to be punished eternally. This popular Christian error was corrected in a revelation" (Outlines of Ecclesiastical History, p.408). 

· One of the Mormon 'revelations' states: "Nevertheless, it is not written that there shall be no end to this torment" (Doctrine and Covenants 19:6). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith explains the meaning of that passage: "We learn from the Doctrine and Covenants that eternal punishment, or everlasting punishment, does not mean that a man condemned will endure this punishment forever" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.2, p.160). 

Mormons claim that the inhabitants of hell will receive a second chance at redemption:

· Joseph Fielding Smith stated: "Every man who hears the gospel message is under obligation to receive it. If he fails, then in the spirit world he will be called upon to receive it" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.2, p.183). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith also stated: "they will first go to hell and remain there until the corruption with which they are impregnated is burnt out; and the day will yet come when they will come to me and acknowledge me as their Savior, and I will redeem them and bring them forth from hell" (Journal of Discourses, vol.3, p.109). 

· Joseph Smith claimed to receive a 'revelation' showing him that: "These are they who are thrust down into hell...who shall not be redeemed from the devil until the last resurrection" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 84-85). 

Mormons also teach that a special place called perdition is reserved "for Satan, and the Sons of Perdition, angels who rebelled with him and also for men who commit the unpardonable sin" (Talmage, A Study of the Articles of Faith).

10. The Bible warns that a real and eternal hell awaits those who do not trust in Christ in this life. In fact, of the 24 times hell is referenced in the New Testament, 22 of those were made by Jesus (McElveen).

· Those who will go to hell include every person who does not place trusting faith in Christ for redemption from their sins (John 3:18). 

· Jesus specifically described how real hell is for unbelievers (Matt. 8:12, 25:41-46). 

· It is eternal separation from God in a painful and final state (Rev. 14:10-11; 2 Thess. 1:9). 

· It is, in actuality, a second death (Rev. 21:8). 

The Bible does not speak of any opportunity to obtain salvation after rejecting Christ in this life; rather it says:

· "it is appointed for men to die once, and after this comes judgement" (Heb. 9:27). 

11. Mormon leaders teach that 'salvation' is universal. This is in addition to, and distinct from, the biblical concept that "there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked" (Acts 24:15). To Mormons, salvation is equated with resurrection:

· John A Widtsoe states: "In the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, there is no Hell. All will find a measure of salvation" (Joseph Smith-Seeker After Truth, p.177-178, 1951). 

· James Talmage states: "Even the unbeliever, the heathen, and the child who dies before reaching the years of discretion, all are redeemed by the Savior's self-sacrifice from the individual consequences of the fall (A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.58). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith again: "Those who live lives of wickedness may also be heirs of salvation, that is, they too shall be redeemed from death and from hell eventually" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.2, p.133). 

12. The Bible teaches that salvation is only for those who trust in Christ.
John uses the word "believe" at least 55 times in his gospel, including the following references to salvation:

· "He who hears my word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and does not come into judgement" (Jn. 5:24). 

· "Every one who beholds the Son, and believes in Him, may have eternal life, and I myself will raise him up on the last day" (Jn. 6:40). 

· "As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe on His name" (Jn. 1:12). 

· "He who believes has eternal life" (Jn. 6:47). 

· "He who believes in the Son has eternal life" (John 3:36). 

· "Whoever believes may in Him have eternal life" (Jn. 3:15). 

· "Whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life" (Jn. 3:16). 

In the sense that the apostle John used the Greek word for believe, he did not mean mere intellectual ascension, but placing our total trust in Jesus for salvation. That is why, in the same context, Jesus used other verbs to indicate a definite action on the believer's part:

· ""Whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst" (Jn. 4:14). 

· "He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life" (Jn. 5:54). 

· "This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die" (Jn. 6:50). 

· "Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man and drink of His blood you have no life in yourselves" (Jn. 6:53). 

· "This is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent" (Jn. 17:2). 

13. The Mormon church teaches that the dead outside of Christ can get to heaven (albeit the terrestial kingdom) by proxy baptism. Mormons believe that there is a "paradise" or spirit world where all will go after death. In this spirit world, there are missionaries who give people one more chance to accept or reject the message of Mormonism. If one accepts, they are baptized by proxy into the church here on earth. This ceremony is performed in one of the LDS temples and is the primary reason why Mormons research and keep genealogical records (Doctrine and Covenants section 128).

· "And the chosen messengers went forth to declare...Thus was the gospel preached to those who had died in their sins, without a knowledge of the truth, or in transgression, having rejected the prophets. These were taught faith in God, repentance from sin, vicarious baptism for the remission of sins...and all other principles of the gospel that were necessary for them to know in order to qualify themselves...and so it was made known among the dead" (Doctrine and Covenants 138:31-35). 

· "The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is to seek after our dead...Those saints who neglect it in behalf of their deceased relatives, do it at peril of their own salvation" (Joseph Smith, in Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.356, 196). 

· "These are the principles in relation to the dead and the living...their salvation is necessary and essential to our salvation...they without us cannot be made perfect---neither can we without our dead be made perfect...there is a welding link of some kind or other between the fathers and the children...it is baptism for the dead. For we without them cannot be made perfect" (Doctrine and Covenants 128:15,18). 

This doctrine is derived from one verse in the Bible (1 Cor. 15:29) where Paul refers to a fringe group practicing baptism for the dead. Even the Encyclopedia of Mormonism (published by the LDS church) admits: "He [Paul] refers to a practice of vicarious baptism, a practice for which we have no other evidence in the Pauline or other New Testament or early Christian writings", and also agrees with the interpretation that it is not a doctrine Paul advocates: "Paul clearly refers to a distinct group within the Church, a group that he accuses of inconsistency between ritual and doctrine".

14. The Bible teaches that this life is our only chance to receive Christ.

· "It is appointed for men to die once, and after this comes judgement" (Heb. 9:27). 

· "An hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth, those who committed the good deeds, to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgement" (Jn. 5:28-29). 

· "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John 3:36). 

Mormons may ask 'then what does 1 Cor. 15:29 mean?'

· "Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for them?" (1 Cor. 15:29). 

This verse must be understood in the context of the whole passage. Paul raises the subject of baptism in the context of expressing his concern about party factions among the Christians at Corinth (1 Cor. 1:14-17). Rather than endorsing baptism for the dead, Paul associates it with a group (perhaps the Marchionite sect) whom he has already identified (15:12) as being in deep error. He is saying that even this group, who deny the resurrection, are baptizing for the dead in anticipation of resurrection.

The impersonal manner in which Paul refers to practitioners of proxy baptism also indicates he is not endorsing the practice: "what will those do who are baptized for the dead...why then are they baptized for them?" The impersonal 'they' contrasts markedly with the way Paul addresses believers in the same chapter, as 'you' (v. 1, 2, 3, 11, 12, 14, 17, 31, 34, 36, 51, 58), or 'we', or 'us' (15: 3, 15, 19, 30, 32, 49, 51, 52). In the context of 15:29, 'they' refers to the ones who are denying the resurrection, the ones the entire passage is written to refute (15:12).

This is exactly the understanding of the text held by the early Christian writer Tertullian. Writing about A.D. 180, he makes this comment on 1 Cor. 15:29 — "His [Paul’s] only aim in alluding to it was that he might all the more firmly insist upon the resurrection of the body, in proportion as they who were vainly baptized for the dead resorted to the practice from their belief of such a resurrection". The apostle Peter accurately predicted that Paul's words would be misinterpreted and misconstrued by some:

· "Our beloved brother Paul...wrote to you, as also in all his letters...in which there are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction" (2 Peter 3:15-16). 

What Mormons Think of the Bible

Official Mormon Statements about the Bible:

The Mormon church teaches that the Bible has been corrupted and does not contain the fullness of the gospel. This is reflected in one of their Articles of Faith which states: "We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly" (Pearl of Great Price).

· Joseph Smith stated: "it was apparent that many important points touching the salvation of men, had been taken from the Bible, or lost before it was compiled" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.10); "I believe the Bible as it read when it came from the pen of the original writers. Ignorant translators, careless transcribers, or designing and corrupt priests have committed many errors" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 327). 

· When: "the book [Bible] proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew...it contained the fullness of the gospel of the Lord, of whom the twelve apostles bear record" (1 Nephi 13:24), but afterwards "thou seest the formation of that great and abominable church...after the book hath gone forth through the hands of the great and abominable church, that there are many plain and precious things taken away from the book, which is the book of the Lamb of God. And after these plain and precious things were taken away it goeth forth unto all the nations of the Gentiles" (Book of Mormon, 1 Nephi 13:26,28). See also Doctrines of Salvation, vol.3, p.190-191. 

· "many of the Gentiles shall say: A Bible! A Bible! We have got a Bible, and there cannot be any more Bible...Wherefore because that ye have a Bible ye need not suppose that it contains all my words; neither need ye suppose that I have not caused more to be written" (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 29:3,10). 

· When his "revelation" about Adam being God was disputed, Brigham Young stated: "You believe Adam was made of the dust of this earth. This I do not believe...I have publicly declared that I do not believe that portion of the Bible as the Christian world do. I never did, and I never want to. What is the reason I do not? Because I have come to understanding, and banished from my mind all the baby stories my mother taught me when I was a child" (Journal of Discourses, vol.2, p.6). 

· Orson Pratt's lack of confidence in the Bible is obvious: "...and who, in his right mind, could for one moment, suppose the Bible in its present form to be a perfect guide? No one can tell whether even one verse of either the Old or New Testament conveys the ideas of the original author" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p. 28). 

· Apostle Bruce McConkie: "Ignorant translators, careless transcribers, or designing and corrupt priests have committed many errors, many plain and precious things were deleted, in consequence of which error and falsehood poured into the churches. One of the great heresies of modern Christendom is the unfounded assumption that the Bible contains all of the inspired teachings now extant among men" (Mormon Doctrine, pp. 82,83). 

· McConkie continues: The Bible of the Old World has come to us from the manuscripts of antiquity - manuscripts which passed through the hands of uninspired men who changed many parts to suit their own doctrinal ideas. Deletions were common, and, as it now stands, many plain and precious portions and many covenants of the Lord have been lost. As a consequence, those who rely upon it [the Bible] alone stumble and are confused... (The Ensign, December 1985, p 55). 

· Mormon Apostle Mark E. Petersen accused manuscript copyists of deliberately tampering with the Bible: "Many insertions were made, some of them slanted for selfish purposes, while at times deliberate falsifications and fabrications were perpetrated" (As Translated Correctly, p.4). 

Comparisons made by Mormon Leaders between the Bible and Book of Mormon. In contrast to the Bible, Mormons believe the Book of Mormon is perfect because it was translated perfectly (miraculously) as reflected in the second half of the same Article of Faith: "...we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God [but without any qualifications as to translation accuracy]" (Pearl of Great Price).

· President Ezra Taft Benson stated: "Unlike the Bible, which passed through generations of copyists, translators, and corrupt religionists who tampered with the text, the Book of Mormon came from writer to reader in just one inspired step of translation" ("The Keystone of Our Religion", The Ensign, January 1992, page 5). 

· Joseph Smith claimed: "I told the brethren that the Book of Mormon was more correct than any book on earth, and the keystone of our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by abiding its precepts, than by any other book" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.194). 

· An official and widely read LDS publication reads: "Men can get nearer to the Lord, can have more of the spirit of conversion and conformity in their hearts...can gain a better understanding of the doctrines of salvation through the Book of Mormon than they can through the Bible...there will be more people saved in the kingdom of God - ten thousand times over - because of the Book of Mormon than there will be because of the Bible" (The Ensign, November 1984, p. 7). 

· A letter from the First Presidency (Presidents Benson, Hinckley, and Monson) to all members of the Church states: "The most reliable way to measure the accuracy of any biblical passage is not by comparing different texts, but by comparison with the Book of Mormon and modern-day revelations". (Church News, June 20, 1992, page 3, letter dated May 22, 1992). 

Mormon vs Biblical Teachings about Jesus

Bible quotations are from the New American Standard version. For information on sources of Mormon quotations, see the section titled "Mormon Documents".

1. Mormon prophets have taught that Jesus was conceived by sexual intercourse (physical union) between God the Father and Mary:

· Brigham Young taught: "The birth of the Savior was as natural as are the births of our children; it was the result of natural action. He partook of flesh and blood---was begotten of his Father as we were of our fathers" (Journal of Discourses vol.8, p.115); and "when the Virgin Mary conceived the child Jesus, the Father had begotten him in his own likeness [flesh and blood]. He was not begotten by the Holy Ghost" (Journal of Discourses, vol.1, p.50). 

· Brigham Young insisted: "I will say that I was naturally begotten; so was my father, and also my Savior Jesus Christ...he is the first begotten of his father in the flesh, and there was nothing unnatural about it" (Journal of Discourses vol.8, p.211); "Now remember from this time forth, and for ever, that Jesus Christ was not begotten by the Holy Ghost" (Journal of Discourses, vol.1, p.51). 

· Orson Pratt (LDS apostle) taught: "the Father and Mother of Jesus, according to the flesh, must have been associated together in the capacity of Husband and Wife…as God was the first husband to her, it may be that He only gave her to be the wife of Joseph while in this mortal state, and that He intended after the resurrection to again take her as one of his own wives to raise up immortal spirits in eternity" (The Seer. p.158, 1853). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: "The birth of the Savior was a natural occurrence unattended by any degree of mysticism, and the Father God was the literal parent of Jesus in the flesh as well as in the spirit" (Religious Truths Defined, p.44). 

This teaching persists today:

· Bruce McConkie (LDS apostle) states: "Christ was begotten by an Immortal Father in the same way that mortal men are begotten by mortal fathers" (Mormon Doctrine, p. 547, 1979). 

· Carfred Broderick (Mormon author) writes: "God is a procreating personage of flesh and bone...latter-day prophets have made it clear that despite what it says in Matthew 1:20, the Holy Ghost was not the father of Jesus...The Savior was fathered by a personage of flesh and bone" (Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Autumn, 1967, p.100-101). 

Despite the well-documented position of previous Mormon prophets, presidents, and apostles about the nature of Christ's conception, modern LDS apologists maintain that "Christ was born of a virgin". How can they? By changing the definition of the word "virgin". The reasoning goes like this: since Mary had sexual relations with an immortal man, not a mortal man, the phrase "virgin birth" still applies.

· McConkie explains: "Suffice it to say that our Lord was born of a virgin, which is fitting and proper, and also natural, since the Father of the Child was an immortal Being" (The Promised Messiah, p. 466). 

2. The Bible teaches that Jesus was conceived miraculously by the Holy Spirit, fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah that the Messiah would be born of a virgin:

· "The Lord Himself shall give you a sign: Behold a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel" (Is. 7:14). 

· "Now the birth of Christ was as follows. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit…for that which was conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 1:18,20). 

· "Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’. And the angel answered and said to her ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you’" (Luke 1:34-5). 

God intended that the birth of the Messiah would be a miraculous event that---like His resurrection---would provide evidence to the skeptical and confirm that the Messiah was indeed approved by the Father.

3. Mormon leaders have taught that Jesus was a polygamist. Because Mormon prophets considered polygamy a righteous principle and practiced it (despite reversals in doctrine and concessions to U.S. law by the LDS Church), it is easy to see why they taught Jesus was married and had multiple wives:

· Orson Pratt (LDS apostle) stated: "the great Messiah who was the founder of the Christian religion, was a polygamist...marrying many honorable wives himself…God the Father had a plurality of wives…the Son followed the example of his Father…both God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ inherit their wives in eternity as well as in time" (The Seer, p.172, 1853). 

· Jedediah M. Grant (second counselor to Brigham Young) stated: "the burst of public sentiment in anathemas upon Christ and his disciples, causing his crucifixion, was evidently based on polygamy…a belief of a plurality of wives caused the persecution of Jesus and his followers" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, p.346). 

Some Mormon leaders contend that the wedding at Cana was an account Jesus’ marriage:

· Apostle Orson Hyde: "…Jesus Christ was married at Cana of Galilee... Mary, Martha, and others were his wives ... he begat children" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 2, p.210). 

· Jedediah M. Grant: "Jesus was the bridegroom at the marriage of Cana of Galilee, and he told them what to do... Now there was actually a marriage; and if Jesus was not the bridegroom on that occasion, please tell who was. If any man can show this, and prove that it was not the Savior of the world, then I will acknowledge I am in error. We say it was Jesus Christ who was married, to be brought into the relation whereby he could see his seed, before he was crucified" (Journal of Discourses, vol.2, p.82). 

· Orson Hyde: "It will be borne in mind that once on a time, there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and on a careful reading of that transaction, it will be discovered that no less a person than Jesus Christ was married on that occasion. If he was never married, his intimacy with Mary and Martha, and the other Mary also whom Jesus loved, must have been highly unbecoming and improper to say the best of it" (Journal of Discourses, vol.4, p.259). 

· Orson Pratt: "We have now clearly shown that God the Father had a plurality of wives, one or more being in eternity, by whom He begat our spirits as well as the spirit of Jesus His First Born... We have also proved most clearly that the Son followed the example of his Father, and became the great Bridegroom to whom kings' daughters and many honorable wives are to be married" (The Seer, p. 172). 

4. The Bible makes no explicit or implicit statements about Jesus being married.

The Mormon interpretation of John 2 as describing Jesus' own wedding ignores any reasonable reading of the plain text:

· The Apostle John's stated purpose in describing the wedding feast at Cana was to recount Christ's first miracle (Jn. 2:11). 

· According to John, Jesus and the disciples came because his mother Mary was invited (Jn. 2:1). Why would Jesus or His mother need to be invited to Jesus' own wedding (John 2:2)? 

· Why is someone else referred to as the bridegroom (John 2:9)? 

· Why is there no mention of a physical wife or physical offspring for Jesus anywhere else in the gospels or epistles? 

The fact that Jesus did not marry during his incarnation is consistent with the New Testament claim that Jesus is the bridegroom and the church (collectively) is His bride.

· "For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is head of the church...love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church...A man shall leave his father and mother and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is great, but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church" (Eph 5:23-32). 

· "He who has the bride is the bridegroom [Jesus]; but the friend [John the Baptist] of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice" (Jn. 3:29). This passage occurs later in John and is not referring to the wedding at Cana. 

· The Bible describes the marriage supper of the Lamb to the church, His bride (Rev. 19:7; 21:2,9). 

· The Bible forbids polygamy, calling it an abomination (Deut 17:17; see also section on polygamy). Since Jesus was a spotless lamb (1 Peter 1:19; Heb. 9:14) without sin (Is. 53:9; 2 Cor. 5:21), he could not have committed polygamy. 

5. The Mormon Church has taught that Jesus is the brother of Lucifer. 
· President Spencer W. Kimball wrote" "Long before you were born a program was developed by your creators ... The principal personalities in this great drama were a Father Elohim, perfect in wisdom, judgment, and person, and two sons, Lucifer and Jehovah." (Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p. 32-33). 

· James Talmage explains who Jehovah is: "Jesus Christ was Jehovah...Jesus Christ, who is the Jehovah of the Old Testament" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.1, p.11,27). 

· Milton R. Hunter (one of the LDS General Authorities) explains "The appointment of Jesus to be Savior of the world was contested by one of the other sons of God. He was called Lucifer…this spirit-brother of Jesus desperately tried to become the Savior of mankind" (The Gospel Through the Ages, p.15, 1945). 

· Joseph Smith stated: "The contention in heaven was...Jesus said there would be certain souls that would not be saved; and the Devil said he could save them all, and laid his plans before the grand council, who gave their vote in favour of Jesus Christ. So the Devil rose up in rebellion against God, and was cast down" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, p. 8). 

· "And Satan came among them, saying: I am also a son of God" (Pearl of Great Price, Moses 5:17). 

· See also Mormon Doctrine, pp.192, 546-47, 589-90 and Gospel Principles p.15-16. 

6. The Bible describes Satan [Lucifer] as a created being:

· "You [Lucifer] were in Eden, the garden of God…on the day that you were created…you were the anointed cherub…you were blameless in your ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in you…your heart was lifted up…you corrupted your wisdom" (Ez. 28:13,15,17). 

· "Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which God had made" (Gen. 3:1). 

· "Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness" (2 Cor. 11:14-5). Based on the construction of these sentences, the distinction being made is about the type of angel that Satan appears to be. His servants can disguise themselves as servants of righteousness but are in reality servants of unrighteousness; likewise, Satan is an angel of darkness but can disguise himself as an angel of light. According to the Bible, angels are created beings. 

Satan cannot be a son of God if he is an angel:

· "But to which of the angels did He [God] ever say, 'Thou art my Son, today I have begotten Thee'?" (Heb. 1:5). 

7. According to Mormon doctrine, Jesus was procreated as a spirit child of the Heavenly Father and Heavenly Mother and later conceived physically by the Heavenly Father and an earthly mother: The Ensign, Jan. 1989, pp.28-29; Come Unto Christ by Ezra Taft Benson, p.4).

· Bruce McConkie states: "Christ the Word, the Firstborn, had of course attained unto the status of Godhood while yet in pre-existence" (What Mormons Think of Christ, p.36). 

· Bruce McConkie continues: "He is the Firstborn of the Father. By obedience and devotion to the truth he attained that pinnacle of intelligence which ranked him as a God, as the Lord Omnipotent, while yet in his pre-existent state" (Mormon Doctrine, 1966, pg. 129). 

· Orson Pratt: "God the Father had a plurality of wives, one or more being in eternity, by whom He begat our spirits as well as the spirit of Jesus His First Born" (The Seer, p. 172). 

· "Jesus Christ is not the Father of the spirits who have taken or yet shall take bodies upon this earth, for He is one of them. He is The Son, as they are sons and daughters of Elohim." (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, vol.4, Appendix 4). 

8. The Bible declares that Jesus has always existed and that all things were created through Him:
· "For in Him all things were created, both in the heavens and the earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities---all things have been created through Him and for Him" (Col. 1:16). 

· "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...the Word became flesh and dwelt among us [Jesus]" (Jn. 1:1,18). 

· "All things came into being through Him [Jesus]; and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being" (John 1:3). 

9. Mormons worship the Father and the Son as separate Gods. Mormons teach that Jesus Christ is a God named Jehovah, a different God from God the Father, whose name is Elohim.

· Bruce McConkie states: "Three separate personages---Father, Son, and Holy Ghost---comprise the Godhead…As each of these persons is a God, it is evident from this standpoint alone, that a plurality of Gods exists. To us…these three are the only Gods we worship" (Mormon Doctrine, p.576-7). 

· James Talmage states: "This [the Trinity] cannot rationally be construed to mean that the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are one in substance and person" (A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.40). 

· James Talmage states: "Jesus Christ was Jehovah...Jesus Christ, who is the Jehovah of the Old Testament. In all of scripture, where God is mentioned and where he has appeared, it was Jehovah...The Father has never dealt with man directly and personally since the fall" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.1, p.11,27). 

· Joseph F. Smith stated, "Among the spirit children of Elohim, the first-born was and is Jehovah, or Jesus Christ, to whom all others are juniors" (Gospel Doctrine, p.70). 

In contrast, the Bible uses the names Elohim and Jehovah interchangeably for the one true God. The English form "Jehovah" was developed from four consonants (YHWH) from which we get the word "Yahweh," translated "LORD". The words "Yahweh" and "Elohim" are used together hundreds of times, as in: 'LORD our God', 'LORD my God', 'LORD his God', 'LORD your God'. For example: "The Lord [Jehovah] our God [Elohim] is one Lord [Jehovah]" (Deut. 6:4). See also Gen. 2:4-22; Deut. 4:1; Judges 5:3; 1 Sam. 2:30; Is. 44:6.

10. The Bible portrays Jesus as one member of the Trinity. Orthodox Christianity's established concept of God is that Jesus and the Father share the same essence (are one and the same God). A substantial part of the book of Colossians is dedicated to refuting a heresy denying Christ's Deity. A few of the relevant passages are given below in which Jesus is identified with, and acts as, God:

Statements about Jesus' Deity:

· "In Him [Jesus] all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form" (Col. 2:9). 

· "It was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him [Jesus]" (Col. 1:19). 

· "He [Jesus] is the radiance of His [God] glory and the exact representation of His nature" (Heb. 1:3). 

· "But of the Son He [God] says, ‘Thy Throne O God is forever and ever’" (Heb. 1:8). 

· "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us" (John 1:1,14). 

· Of Jesus it was announced: "These are the words of Him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again" (Rev. 2:8); the same claim made by God Almighty: "This is what the LORD says -- Israel's King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God" (Is. 44:6). Also, compare Rev. 22:13 with Is. 48:12. 

Claims by Jesus about His Deity:

· Jesus claimed: ‘I and the Father are one’, meaning in essence not just purpose (from the Greek construction), a statement the Jews clearly understood because they "took up stones again to stone Him" (Jn. 10:30-31). 

· Jesus also claimed: "Before Abraham was born, I AM" [ego eimi], a restatement of the name God used for himself to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; the Jews also understood its import and tried to stone Jesus. (Jn. 8:58-59; Ex. 3:14). See also Jn. 13:19, 18:5,6,8). 

· Jesus makes the same claim again: "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I AM, you will die in your sins" (John 8:24). 

· "Philip said to Him, 'Lord, show us the Father'...Jesus said to him...'He who has seen Me has seen the Father'" (Jn. 14:8-9). 

· "He who beholds Me beholds the One who sent Me" (Jn. 12:45). 

Jesus allowed Himself to be worshipped, despite the biblical edict that 'only God may be worshipped' (Acts 10:25-26; Rev. 19:10; 22:9):

· "Thomas answered [to Jesus] ‘My Lord and My God’" (John 20:28). 

· "When I saw Him [Jesus], I fell at His feet" (Rev. 1:17). 

· "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him" (Matt. 2:2). 

For more detailed explanations of the Trinity, refer to published articles by Grider and Martin, and the CARM 

HYPERLINK "http://www.carm.org/jesusisgod.htm"
webpage.

11. Mormon leaders teach that Jesus is our elder brother who progressed to become a god.

· Milton R. Hunter: "Jesus became a God and reached His great state of understanding through consistent effort and continuous obedience to all the Gospel truths and universal laws" (The Gospel Through the Ages, p.51). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "Christ the Word, the Firstborn, had of course attained unto the status of Godhood while yet in pre-existence" (What Mormons Think of Christ, p.36). 

· Bruce McConkie claimed: "Jesus kept the commandments of his Father and thereby worked out his own salvation, and also set an example as to the way and the means whereby all men may be saved" (The Mortal Messiah, Vol.4, p.434). 

· McConkie continues: "He [Jesus] is the Firstborn of the Father. By obedience and devotion to the truth he attained that pinnacle of intelligence which ranked him as a God, as the Lord Omnipotent, while yet in his pre-existent state" (Mormon Doctrine, p. 129). 

12. The Bible states that Jesus has existed as God eternally. Here are a few of many verses stating this:

· "In the beginning was the Word... the Word was God… the Word became flesh and dwelt among us" John 1:1,14). 

· "But of the Son He [God] says, ‘Thy Throne O God is forever and ever’" (Heb. 1:8). 

· "Christ Jesus, who although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped" (Phil. 2:6). 

· "glorify me together with Thyself Father, with the glory which I ever had with Thee before the world was" (John 17:5). 

· "God...has in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds" (Heb. 1:2). 

13. The Mormon church teaches that Jesus Christ plays only an initial role in our salvation. In other words, the work of Christ on the cross is insufficient for our complete salvation (exaltation) and we must also perform works in order to be fully saved.

· The Book of Mormon says of salvation: "for we know that is is by grace that we are saved, after all that we can do" (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 25:23). 

· The Third Article of Faith states: "We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Pearl of Great Price: Articles of Faith). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith explains what that last phrase means: "that which man merits through his own acts through life and by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.134). 

· Spencer W. Kimball stated: "living all the commandments guarantees total forgiveness of sins and assures one of exaltation...trying is not sufficient. Nor is repentance when one merely tries to abandon sin" (The Miracle of Forgiveness, p.164-165, 354-355). 

More information can be found in the section on salvation.

14. The Bible clearly states that our complete salvation comes only through the finished work of Christ on the cross, apart from any work on our part. One verse from the Bible sums up the problem with the Mormon concept of salvation:

· "For not knowing about God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God" (Romans 10:3). 

This was Paul's description of the Jews but applies as well to Mormons and to anyone who thinks they need to, or can, add to the completed work of Christ. According to the Bible, our works prove we have salvation, but cannot help us attain salvation:

· "I do not frustrate the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died needlessly" (Gal. 2:21). 

· "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast" (Eph. 2:8,9). 

· "The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin" (1 Jn. 1:7). 

· Paul to the Phillipian jailer's question: "What must I do to be saved? Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved" (Acts 16:31). 

· Jesus to the thief on the cross, who did nothing but trust Him as Messiah and King: "Today you will be with me in Paradise" (Luke 23:43). 

· Jesus: "This is the work of God, that you believe on him whom He [God the Father] has sent" (Jn. 5:29). 

· "He saved us not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to his mercy." (Titus 3:5). 

· "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes" (Rom. 10:4). 

In contrast to Mormon leaders, in the New Testament the Apostle Paul clearly states the Gospel and salvation are without any works on our part. For specific references and discussion see the section on salvation.

15. Mormon leaders have taught that certain sins are beyond the atoning blood of Christ.
· Brigham Young said: "It is true that the blood of the Son of God was shed for sins through the fall and those committed by men, yet men can commit sins which it can never remit...there are sins that can be atoned for by an offering on the altar...and there are sins that the blood of a lamb...cannot remit, but they must be atoned for by the blood of the man" (Journal of Discourses, vol.4, p.53-54, also published in Deseret News, p.235, 1856). 

· Brigham Young also said: "There is not a man or a woman, who violates the covenants [fidelity in marriage] made with their God, that will not be required to pay the debt. The blood of Christ will never wipe that out, your own blood must atone for it" (Journal of Discourses,vol.3, p.247) 

· Bruce McConkie explains: "But under certain circumstances there are some serious sins for which the cleansing of Christ does not operate, and the law of God is that men must then have their own blood shed to atone for their sins" (Mormon Doctrine, p.92). 

· McConkie continues: "Christians speak often of the blood of Christ and its cleansing power. Much that is believed and taught on this subject, however, is such utter nonsense and so palpably false that to believe it is to lose one's salvation. Many go so far, for instance, as to pretend, at least, to believe that if we confess Christ with our lips and avow that we accept Him as our personal Savior, we are thereby saved. His blood, without other act than mere belief, they say, makes us clean" (What the Mormons Think of Christ, p.22). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith shows that this idea originated with Joseph Smith: "Joseph Smith taught that there were certain sins so grievous that man may commit, that they will place the transgressors beyond the power of atonement of Christ. If these offenses are committed, then the blood of Christ will not cleanse them from their sins even though they repent. Therefore their only hope is to have their own blood shed to atone, as far as possible, in their behalf" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.135); "the law of sacrifice will have to be restored...Sacrifice by the shedding of blood was instituted in the days of Adam and of necessity will have to be restored" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 3, p.94). 

· Brigham Young said: "Will you love your brothers and sisters likewise, when they have committed a sin that cannot be atoned for without the shedding of their own blood?...This is loving our neighbor as ourselves; if he needs help, help him; and if he wants salvation and it is necessary to spill his blood on the earth in order that he may be saved, spill it" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 4, p.219-220). 

· B.H. Roberts stated: "what is needful for the salvation of the soul where one's sins place him beyond the reach of vicarious means of salvation [by Jesus] --- then it is the shedding of the sinner's own blood that must be here referred to" (A Comprehensive History of the Church, vol.4, p.129, 1965). 

The LDS Church officially denies the doctrine of Blood Atonement now, even saying that it was never taught. Here are additional arguments to the contrary:

· Blood atonement was practiced in Utah during Brigham Young's presidency and during the presidency of his immediate successors. The facts have been extremely well documented in sources readily available to the public (Tanner, Kelly). 

· The Salt Lake Tribune, wrote, "In the past decade, potential jurors in every Utah capital homicide were asked whether they believed in the Mormon concept of 'blood atonement'" (Concept of Blood Atonement Survives in Utah Despite Repudiation, Salt Lake Tribune,11/5/94, p.D1). 

· When child-killer James Edward Wood, a Mormon, was tried for the murder of 11-year-old Jaralee Underwood, he was visited by LDS Church leaders who "talked to him about shedding his own blood" (Salt Lake Tribune, 11/5/98, D1). 

· University of Utah professor Richard J. Cummings writes: Accordingly, the doctrine [blood atonement] asserts that those who commit certain grievous sins such as murder and covenant-breaking place themselves beyond the atoning blood of Christ, and their only hope for salvation is to have their own blood shed as an atoning sacrifice. In his writings, Joseph Smith only hinted at the doctrine, Brigham Young successively denied and asserted it, Joseph F. Smith ardently defended it, and in more recent years, Hugh B. Brown repudiated it and Joseph Fielding Smith and Bruce R. McConkie both have vigorously defended it in principle while staunchly denying that the Church has ever put it into actual practice, whereas most other General Authorities have prudently preferred to remain silent on the subject. It should be noted that the whole notion of blood atonement is so obviously linked to the Mormon literal mind-set that it does not seem to admit of a mitigated, symbolic interpretation and is either accepted or rejected outright, depending on one's level of literalistic belief (Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Vol.15, No.4, p.93). 

16. The Bible teaches that Christ's sacrifice on the cross was complete for all time and that we cannot add to it with our works:

· "He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him" (Heb. 7:25). 

· "He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption" (Heb. 9:12). 

· "So Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear..." (Heb. 9:28). 

· "He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time" (Heb. 10:12). 

· "For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified" (Heb. 10:14). 

· "There is no longer any offering for sin" (Heb. 10:18). 

· "Having forgiven us all our transgressions, having cancelled out the certificate of debt...He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross" (Col. 2:14). 

Furthermore, the Bible teaches two very important and fundamental truths in regard to keeping the law:

A. Following the law cannot take away sin:

· "our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment" (Is. 64:6). 

· "For the law...can never by the same sacrifices year by year...make perfect those who draw near...but in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins" (Heb. 10:1-4). 

· "Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins" (Heb 10:11). 

· "For the law made nothing perfect" (Heb 7:19). 

· "by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified" (Gal. 2:16). 

· "For if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died needlessly" (Gal. 2:21). 

· "For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law" (Gal. 3:21-22). 

· "Therefore the law has become a tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor" (Gal. 3:24-25). 

B. Even if an additional sacrifice would be acceptable to God, which it is not (Heb. 10:18), we are not qualified or able to add anything to our redemption, because we meet none of the requirements:

· a. Atonement requires the shedding of blood (Lev. 17:11). 

· b. The sacrifice must be unblemished (Lev. 22:19). 

· c. The sacrifice must be performed by an appointed Priest (1 Sam. 2:28). 

· d. The High Priest must be lawfully clean (Ex. 29:1-9;19-35). 

Jesus is the only one who has fulfilled all of these conditions: a) Heb. 9:22; b) 1 Peter 1:19; c) Heb. 2:14; 5:1; d) Heb. 9:22.

17. Mormon Leaders have claimed that Jesus Christ is only one of many Saviors:
· According to Joseph Fielding Smith: "We are not the only people that the Lord has created. We have brothers and sisters on other earths. They look like us because they, too, are the children of God and were created in his image, for they are also his offspring" (Doctrines of Salvation 1:62). 

· Brigham Young taught: "Sin is upon every earth that ever was created ... Consequently every earth has its redeemer, and every earth has its tempter" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 14, p.71). 

18. The Bible states that Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the one and only Messiah.
· Jesus claimed: "I am THE way, THE truth, and THE life; no one comes to the Father but by Me" (Jn. 14:6). 

· "For there is one God and one mediator also between God and men: the Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5). 

· "There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 

19. Mormon leaders have discouraged their members from pursuing a personal relationship with Christ.
· Mormon Apostle and apologist Bruce McConkie warns: "I shall speak of our relationship with the Lord and of the true fellowship all saints should have with the Father. I shall set forth what we must believe relative to the Father and the Son in order to gain eternal life...many false and vain and foolish things are being taught in the sectarian world and even among us about our need to gain a special relationship with the Lord Jesus...gaining a special relationship with Christ is both improper and perilous...now I know that some may be offended at the counsel that they should not strive for a special and personal relationship with Christ...you have been warned, and you have heard the true doctrine taught" (from a speech given at a B.Y.U. devotional on March 2, 1982). 

20. The Bible encourages a personal, intimate relationship of each believer with Christ because He is our only source of true life:

· Jesus said: "Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me...apart from Me you can do nothing" (Jn. 15:4-5). 

· Jesus said: "I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever...unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves...He who eats my flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life...My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink" (Jn. 6:51-55). 

· Jesus said: "I am the resurrection and the life" (Jn. 11:25). 

· "For I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me" (Gal. 2:20). 

· "When Christ who is our life is revealed, then you also shall be revealed with Him in glory" (Col. 3:4). 

· Paul's desire was: "that I may know Him [Jesus]" (Phil. 3:10). 

· God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. 1:9). 

References: Mormon vs Biblical Teachings about God 
Bible quotations are from the New American Standard version. For information on sources of Mormon quotations, see the section, "Mormon Documents".

1. The Mormon church teaches that "God is only one of many gods", because human beings can progress to become gods and godesses in the celestial kingdom (see: Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball , pp.28, 51-53).

· Mormon founder Joseph Smith describes the creation of the earth: "And they (the Gods) said, 'Let there be light'...And the Gods pronounced the dry land...And the Gods organized the earth...And the Gods planted a garden in Eden" (Pearl of Great Price
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, Abraham 4:3,10,25; 5:8). A reference to a plurality of 'Gods' occurs at least 43 times in the book of Abraham. 

· According to Joseph Smith: "The doctrine of a plurality of Gods is prominent in the Bible. The heads of the Gods appointed our God for us...you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves...the same as all Gods have done before you" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.370-372, 346). 

· Mormon Apostle and leading apologist Bruce McConkie states: "Three separate personages---Father, Son, and Holy Ghost---comprise the Godhead...As each of these persons is a God, it is evident from this standpoint alone, that a plurality of Gods exists. To us...these three are the only Gods we worship" (Mormon Doctrine, p.576-577). 

· Mormon Apostle Orson Pratt wrote "there are more gods than there are particles of matter" (Journal of Discourses, vol.2, p.345). 

· Mormon Prophet Brigham Young wrote: "How many Gods there are, I do not know. But there never was a time when there were not Gods" (Journal of Discourses v.7, p.333). 

2. The Bible consistently declares that there now is, always has been, and will ever be only ONE God:

· "the Lord, He is God; there is no other besides Him" (Deut. 4:35). 

· " I am the first, I am also the last and there is no God besides Me" (Is. 44:6, 48:12, 45:14,21-22). 

· "there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things, and we exist for Him" (1 Cor. 6:6). 

· "I am God and there is no other; I am God and there is no one like me" (Is. 46:9). 

· "...before me there was no God formed, and there will be none after me!" (Is. 43:10). 

· "For when God made the promise to Abraham, since he could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself" (Heb. 6:13). 

· "Thou alone art the LORD; thou hast made the heavens, the heaven of heavens with all their host, the earth and all that is on it" (Neh. 9:6). 

· there are many additional verses: including Isaiah chp. 45-49, 1 Tim. 1:17. 

In some biblical passages, God does refers to Himself in the plural (Gen. 1:26, Is. 41:22-23), which orthodox Christians believe is consistent with the biblical concept of the Trinity.

The Bible occasionally refers to 'gods', in two other contexts:

iv. In the context of denouncing pagan polytheism: "For even though there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords, yet for us there is but one God" (2 Cor. 8:5-6). See also: 2 Chron. 2: 5-6 and Is. 41:23. These passages are often misconstrued by Mormon missionaries to argue that the Bible is only talking about the God of this planet and not 'gods' of other worlds. However, the Bible makes no reference whatsoever to other actual 'gods' anywhere in the universe. 

v. The Bible uses the word "Elohim" in a figurative way to refer to men carrying out a God-like function or holding God-like authority over others (Ex. 21:6; 22:8,9; Ps. 82:6). For example: "He [Aaron] shall be as a mouth for you, and you [Moses] shall be as God to him" (Ex. 4:16). 

3. Mormon theology contends that Jesus, God the Father, and the Holy Spirit are three distinct Gods. This teaching is related to the testimony of Joseph Smith, who in one version of his first vision, stated that he saw two separate personages (the Father and the Son) in the form of men:

· "When the light rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by name and said, pointing to the other 'This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!'" (Joseph Smith History 1:17). 

Other Mormon writers expound on the significance of this description:

· Bruce McConkie states: "There are three Gods...separate in personality, united in purpose, in plan, and in all attributes of perfection" (Mormon Doctrine, p.270). 

· James Talmage states: "This [the Trinity] cannot rationally be construed to mean that the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are one in substance and person" (A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.40) 

· Heber C. Kimball stated: "The Holy Ghost is a man; he is one of the sons of our Father and our God" (Journal of Discourses, vol.5, p.179).

4. The Biblical doctrine of the Trinity is an established tenant of orthodox Christianity, having been stated in most of the recognized creeds. Based on the reconciliation of many different scriptures, all of which must be true simultaneously, God is described as the Trinity, one God with three distinct persons, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit. Although not succinctly stated in a single scripture text, this concept of God's nature is consistent with the entirety of the Bible. It asserts that three divine persons share the same essence (are one and the same God). They are all coequal, coeternal, and of the same nature. A few of the many relevant passages are given below:

Regarding God the Father, the Bible emphatically states:

· "The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!" (Deut. 6:4, Mark 12:29). 

· " I am the first, I am also the last and there is no God besides Me" (Is. 44:6, 48:12, 45:14,21-22). 

· "the Lord, He is God; there is no other besides Him" (Deut. 4:35). 

Yet, both Jesus and the Holy Spirit are also identified with, and act as, God:

· "In Him [Jesus] all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form" (Col. 2:9). 

· "He [Jesus] is the radiance of His [God's] glory and the exact representation of His nature" (Heb. 1:3). 

· "But of the Son He [God] says, ‘Thy Throne O God is forever and ever’" (Heb. 1:8). 

· "Thomas answered [to Jesus] ‘My Lord and My God’" (John 20:28). 

· Jesus claimed: "I and the Father are one", meaning in essence (based on the Greek construction). Some Mormons would argue this just means 'one in purpose', but the Jews clearly understood Jesus' statement as blasphemy because they "took up stones again to stone Him" (Jn. 10:30-31). 

· Jesus also claimed: "Before Abraham was born, I AM" (Jn. 8:58), a restatement of the name God used for himself to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM" (Ex. 3:14); the Jews understood this, too, as blasphemy, and tried to stone Jesus again (Jn. 8:59). 

· "God is spirit and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth" (Jn. 4:24). 

· "Now the Lord is the Spirit" (2 Cor. 3:17). 

· "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all" (2 Cor. 13:14); all three members of the Trinity are mentioned together in this verse. 

For more detailed explanations, the reader is referred to published articles by Grider and Martin, the C.A.R.M. webpage, and my section on Jesus.

5. The Mormon church teaches that "God was once a man who achieved godhood". This doctrine, "eternal progression" is central to Mormonism, as stated in one of their frequently-used quotes:

· "As man is, God once was: as God is, man may be" (Lorenzo Snow, Millenial Star, vol.54). 

In Mormon theology, those who achieve godhood will have spirit children who will worship and pray to them just as we worship and pray to God the Father (Gospel Principles, p.290). A pictoral diagram of the Mormon view of eternal progression can be found here. This is not an isolated teaching: it has been taught by a large number of prominent LDS leaders, including its founders:

· Joseph Smith taught: "I will prove that the world is wrong, by showing what God is...God himself was once as we are now and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great secret...I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you may see" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.345); 

· Joseph Smith continues: "God himself...is a man like unto one of yourselves...God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth...You have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves" (Times and Seasons, vol.5, pp.613-614); "Here then is eternal life---to know the only wise and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves...the same as all Gods have done before you...To inherit the same power, the same glory and the same exaltation, until you arrive at the station of a God" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.346-347). 

· Brigham Young taught: "He [God] ...was once a man in mortal flesh as we are, and is now an exalted being...It appears ridiculous to the world, under their darkened and erroneous traditions, that God was once been a finite being" (Journal of Discourses, vol.7, p.333); "The Lord created you and me for the purpose of becoming Gods like himself" (Journal of Discourses, vol.3, p.93). 

· Here is Joseph Smith's revelation about Mormons attaining to the celestial kingdom: "These are they who received the testimony of Jesus, and believed on his name and were baptized...who have received of his fullness, and of his glory...they are gods" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 51-58). 

· James Talmage explains: "We believe in a God who is Himself progressive...whose perfection consists in eternal advancement...a Being who has attained His exalted state"(A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.430, 1952). 

· Heber C. Kimbal wrote: "We shall go back to our Father and God, who is connected with one who is still farther back; and this Father is connected with one still farther back, and so on" (Journal of Discourses, vol.5, p.19); "our God is a natural man...where did he get his knowledge from? From his father, just as we get our knowledge from our earthly parents" (Journal of Discourses, vol.8, p.211). 

· Orson Pratt wrote: "The Gods who dwell in heaven...were once in a fallen state...they were exalted also, from fallen men to celestial Gods" (The Seer, p.23); "our Father in Heaven was begotten on a previous heavenly world by His Father; "He was begotten by a still more ancient Father; and so on from generation to generation, from one heavenly world to another" (The Seer, p.132). 

· Milton R. Hunter wrote: "God the Eternal Father was once a mortal man who passed through a school of earth life similar to that through which we are now passing. He became a God" (The Gospel Through the Ages, p.104);"there was a time when the Deity was much less powerful than He is today...He grew in experience and continued to grow until He attained the status of Godhood. In other words, He became a God by absolute obedience..." (The Gospel Through the Ages, p.114-115). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "God himself, the Father of us all, is a glorious, exalted, immortal, resurrected man" (Mormon Doctrine, p.642-643); "God...is a personal Being, a holy and exalted man...an anthropomorphic entity" (Mormon Doctrine, p.250); "as the Prophet [Joseph Smith] also taught, 'there is a God above the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ'" (Mormon Doctrine, p.322, 1966). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith stated: "God is an exalted man...our Father in Heaven at one time passed through a life and death and is an exalted man...The Prophet [Joseph Smith] taught that our Father had a Father and so on...promises are made to us that we may become like him" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.1, p.10-12). 

Mormon leaders have continued to teach this doctrine, as is evident by a few quotes from recent President and Prophet Spencer W. Kimball in official LDS periodicals:

· "Brethren, 225,000 of you are here tonight. I suppose that 225,000 of you may become gods" (from a speech published in The Ensign, November 1975, 1980). 

· "In each of us is the potentiality to become a God" (Tribune, Oct. 7, 1974). 

· "Man can transform himself, but he has in him the seeds of Godhood that can grow. He can lift himself by his very bootstraps" (Tribune, Sept. 18, 1974). 

· "In spite of the opposition of the sects, in the face of direct charges of blasphemy, the [LDS] Church proclaims the eternal truth: 'As man is God once was; as God is, man may be'" (James Talmage in The Articles of Faith, a widely circulated LDS doctrinal book).

Current President and Prophet Gordon Hinkley admits, albeit reluctantly, in recent interviews to believing this doctrine (San Francisco Chronicle, Sunday, 4/13/97, page 3/Z13; Time magazine August 4, 1997):

· "President Gordon Hinckley says the concept of God having been a man is not stressed any longer, but he [Hinckley] does believe that human beings can become gods in the afterlife" (Richard Ostling, interviewer for Time magazine). 

· Hinckley states: "Well, they [men] can achieve to a godly status, yes, of course they can, eternal progression. We believe in the progression of the human soul. Ours is a forward-looking religion. It's an upward-looking religion" (Public Broadcasting System; transcript dated July 18, 1997). 

Attempts to tone down the importance of this doctrine are reflected in changes made to the recent edition of the LDS book Gospel Principles, which is used to teach new members the doctrines of their church. Here is one example:

· The 1978 edition reads: "We can become Gods like our Heavenly Father. This is exaltation" (Gospel Principles, p.290, 1978); 

· but the 1997 edition reads: "We can become like our Heavenly Father. This is exaltation" (Gospel Principles, p.302, 1997). 

6. The Bible teaches that God is unchangeable and that He has eternally existed as God:
· "I am God and not man, the Holy One" (Hosea 11:8) 

· "God is not a man that He should lie" (Num. 23:19) 

· "Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God" (Ps. 90:2) 

· "Thou art from everlasting" (Ps. 93:2) 

· "Thou art the same" (Ps. 102:27) 

· "For I, the Lord, do not change" (Mal. 3:6) 

· See also: Is. 43:10; Is. 44:6, 8; Is. 48:11. 

Mormons sometimes cite passages that speak of God 'repenting' (Gen. 6:6, Ex. 32:14, 1 Sam. 15:11,35) as evidence that He changes, yet none of the passages speak of a change in God's nature, only in an apparent change in His action.

7. In Mormon theology, "God has flesh and bones" and is therefore limited in capacity. According to Mormon authors:

· "God is an organized being just as we are who are now in the flesh" (Gospel Doctrine, p.64). 

· "The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's (Doctrine and Covenants 130:22). 

· "God is not omnipresent...cannot be physically present in more than one place at a time"; "If God possesses a form, that form is of necessity of definite proportions, and therefore of limited extension and space. It is impossible for Him to occupy at one time more than one space of such limits" (Talmage, A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.43,48). 

· Brigham Young declared: "Some would have us believe that God is present everywhere. It is not so" (Journal of Discourses, vol.6, p.345). 

· Carfred Broderick writes: "God is a procreating personage of flesh and bone" (Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Autumn, 1967, p.100-101). 

8. God, as described in the Bible is omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent. The Bible clearly states that God is Spirit and therefore invisible:

· "God is Spirit and those that worship Him must worship him in spirit and truth" (John 4:24). 

· "A spirit does not have flesh and bones" (Lk. 24:39). 

· "No man has seen God at any time" (Jn 1:18). 

· Jesus said: "No man has seen the Father, except the One who is from God" (Jn. 4:46). 

· "And He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God" (Col. 1:15). 

· "Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God" (1 Tim. 1:17). 

· "For he [Moses] endured, as seeing Him [God] who is unseen" (Heb. 11:27). 

· "who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see" (1 Tim. 6:16). 

If God had a body, He would be limited by time and space (Beckwith), which the Bible says He is not:

· God is Omnipotent: "I [God] will do whatever I choose" (Is. 46:10); "You [God] are all-powerful, what you can conceive, you can perform" (Jb. 42:2); "To you [God] nothing is impossible" (Jer. 32:17); "For God everything is possible" (Matt. 19:26). 

· God is Omniscient, because He has total knowledge of the past, present and future: "Our Lord is great, all-powerful, of infinite understanding" (Ps. 147:5); "He sees to the ends of the earth, and observes all that lies under heaven (Jb. 28:24); "From the beginning I [God] foretold the future and predicted beforehand what is to be" (Is. 46:10). 

· God is Omnipresent: "Yahweh is indeed in heaven above as in earth beneath" (Deut. 4:39); "the heavens cannot contain you [God]" (1 Kings 8:27); "Yet...he [God] is not far from any of us, since it is in him that we live and move and exist" (Acts 17:24-28). 

· God is Sustainer of the Universe: "you [God] made all the universe and it was only by your will that everything was made and exists" (Rev. 4:11); "it is He who gives everything, including life and breath, to everyone" (Acts 17:25); "for in Him all things were created in heaven and on earth...before anything was created He existed, and He holds all things together" (Col. 1:16-7). 

While Mormons probably will not argue with the above verses, their view that God has flesh and bones precludes His possession of the other characteristics. To try to prove God's corporeality, Mormons often cite passages such as "the man Yahweh knew face to face" (Deut. 34:10); "Yahweh said...'I will...shield you with my hand...you shall see the back of me, but my face is not to be seen'" (Ex. 33:22-23). There are several serious flaws with this approach:

· These anthropomorphic metaphors are used by Biblical writers (in this case, Moses) to describe particular actions of God in human terms, and need to be interpreted using standard hermeneutical principles; e.g., they must be interpreted in accord with the rest of scripture. 

· These passages refer to the God of the Old Testament, which Mormons teach is the pre-incarnant Jesus, before he became corporeal; they cannot logically use them to support their argument that the God of the Old Testament had flesh and bones (Beckwith). 

· Such literal interpretations must also lead to the ridiculous conclusion that God has feathers and wings (Ps. 91:4) and is on fire (Heb. 12:29; Deut. 4:24), that He is a door (Jn. 10:9), a fountain (Ps. 91:4), a loaf of bread (Jn. 6:35,51), and a vine (Jn. 15:1-5), etc. This sort of reasoning ignores the literary style and intent of the author. 

Mormons might also argue: 'What about the statements in Genesis (1:27, 9:6) that man was made in the image of God. Doesn't that mean God is like man?' No, these verses must be interpreted in context and in accord with the entirety of scripture, where very clear statements are made about God's spirit nature (e.g. Jn. 4:24, see above). For example, the Genesis phrase 'In the image of God' must obviously refer to man's intellectual capability, self-awareness, speech, spiritual nature, God-awareness, etc. (McElveen). For example, the Bible also states that "God is not a man" in the sense that "he cannot lie" (Num. 23:19).

9. The Mormon church teaches that we have a Heavenly Mother as well as a Heavenly Father. 
· Brigham Young stated: "Brother Kimball quoted a saying of Joseph the Prophet, that he would not worship a God who had not a father; and I do not know that he would if he had not a mother; the one would be as absurd as the other" (Journal of Discourses, vol.9, p.286). 

· Apostle Orson Pratt stated: "But if we have a heavenly Mother as well as a heavenly Father, is it not right that we should worship the Mother of our spirits as well as the Father? No...it is lawful for the children to worship the King of Heaven, but not the 'Queen of heaven'" (The Seer, p.159). 

· Apostle Bruce McConkie writes: "Implicit in the Christian verity that all men are the spirit children of an Eternal Father is the usually unspoken truth that they are also the offspring of an eternal mother. An exalted and glorified Man of Holiness (Moses 6:57) could not be a Father unless a woman of like glory, perfection, and holiness was associated with him as a mother...This doctrine that there is a mother in heaven was affirmed in plainess by the First Presidency of the Church...when...they said..'that all men and women are in the similitude of the universal Father and Mother'" (Mormon Doctrine, p.516, 1966). 

· Milton R. Hunter (First Council of the Presidency) states: "The stupendous truth of the existence of a Heavenly Mother, as well as a Heavenly Father, became established facts in Mormon theology" (The Gospel Through the Ages, p.98, 1958). 

· Linda Wilcox reports recent discussion of this subject in the LDS Church: "Lately there has been increased discussion and speculation about how we can or do relate to our Heavenly Mother (or possibly mothers?). Orson Pratt taught that we are not to worship the mother of our spirits although we worship the father...Rodger Clawson, however, pointed out that men as well as women and children crave a Mother in Heaven to worship and 'yearn to adore her'. He said, 'It doesn't take from our worship of the Eternal Father, to adore our Eternal Mother... Currently, there is no encouragement on the part of the Mormon church leaders to pray to a Heavenly Mother, and in fact even active discouragement...Still, there has been recently a more evident desire to reach out to Mother in Heaven in some way..." (Sunstone, vol. 5, no.5, p.13-14). 

10. The Bible simply makes no reference whatsoever to a Heavenly Mother nor to a wife for God.

11. Mormon leaders, Brigham Young in particular, have taught that Adam was God. Although this doctrine has been officially repudiated by the LDS church in recent times, it is well documented that it was consistently and repeatedly taught by Brigham Young and other church leaders. This serves to undermine their claims to authority as true prophets and spokesmen for God.

· Brigham Young proclaimed: "Now hear it, O inhabitants of the earth, Jew and Gentile, Saint and sinner! When our father Adam came into the garden of Eden, he came into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him. He helped to make and organize this world. He is Michael, the Archangel, the Ancient of Days, about whom holy men have written and spoken---He is our father and our God, and the only God with whom we have to do" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, p.50-51, a sermon given on April 9, 1852). 

· Brigham Young stated: "Jesus, our elder brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same character that was in the garden of Eden, and who is our Father in Heaven" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, p.50-51). 

Brigham Young also said that when his sermons were corrected, they were scripture (Journal of Discourses, vol. 13, p.95). The one above was printed one year later in the Church's Millenial Star paper and in the Journal of Discourses where Brigham Young had to approve it. Hovever, he did not correct or amend it over the ensuing 25 years before his death in 1877. Much to the contrary, on June 18, 1873 the Deseret News printed another of his sermons in which he stated:

· "How much unbelief exists in the minds of the Latter-day Saints in regard to one particular doctrine which I have revealed to them, and which God revealed to me...namely that Adam is our Father and God...Our Father Adam is the man who stands at the gate and holds the keys to everlasting life and salvation to all his children who have or ever will come upon the earth" (Brigham Young, Deseret News, June 18, 1873). 

President Young felt strongly about criticism he received from others in the LDS Church, notably Orson Pratt, about this doctrine: "Now, let all who may hear these doctrines, pause before they make light of them, or treat them with indifference, for they will prove their salvation or damnation" (Journal of Discourses, vol.1, p.50-51).

· F.D. Richards, a prominent Mormon confirms this was doctrine: "Concerning the doctrine that Adam is our Father and God...the prophet and Apostle Brigham has declared it, and that is the word of the Lord" (Millenial Star, August 26, 1854, vol.16, p.534). 

· Hosea Stout confirms this: "Another meeting this evening. President B. Young taught that Adam was the Father of Jesus and the Only God to us" (Diary of Hosea Stout, April 9, 1852, vol. 2, p.435). 

· Other leaders taught it, including George Q. Cannon: "Jesus Christ is Jehovah...Adam is his Father and our God" (Diary of Abraham H. Cannon, June 23, 1889, vol.11, p.39). 

· Mormon A.F. McDonald commented: "The doctrine preached by [President] Young for a few years back wherein he says that Adam is our God---the God we worship--- most of the people believe it...if the President makes a statement it is not our prerogative to dispute it...when I first heard the doctrine of Adam being our Father and God, I was favorably impressed---enjoyed and hailed it as a new Revelation" (Minutes of the School of Prophets, Provo, UT, 1868-1871, p.38-39). 

· Mormon Edward W. Tullidge wrote: "Adam is our Father and God. He is the God of the Earth. So says Brigham Young" and "When Brigham Young proclaimed to the nations that Adam was our Father and God, and Eve, his partner, the Mother of a world---both in a mortal and celestial sense---he made the most important revelation ever oracled to the race since the days of Adam himself" (The Women of Mormondom, p.79,179,196-197, 1877). 

· John Nuttal records: "Prest Young was filled with the spirit of God & revelation & said...Father Adam's oldest son (Jesus the Savior) who is the heir of the family is Father Adam's first begotten in the spirit world" (Wednesday Feb. 7, 1877, Journal of John Nuttal, vol.1, p.18-21). 

These are only a few of the evidences that Brigham Young taught the Adam-God doctrine. Additional documentation can be found in the Journal of Discourses (vol.5, p.331-332) and in articles of the Millenial Star (vol.15, p.801; vol.16, p.482,530,534; vol.17, p.195) and Deseret News (June 14, 1873).

Most recent Mormon leaders deny that Brigham Young taught this doctrine, claim it was erroneously transcribed, or denounce it as false. However, because Young's statements can be extremely well documented, this undermines the credibility of one or both parties 12,13.

· Spencer W. Kimball stated: "We warn you against the dissemination of doctrines which are not according to the scriptures and which are alleged to have been taught by some of the General Authorities of past generations. Such, for instance, is the Adam-God theory. We denounce that theory and hope that everyone will be cautioned against this and other kinds of false doctrine" (Church News, October 9, 1976). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith said this about Brigham Young's statements: "in all probability, the sermon was erroneously transcribed" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.1, p.96). 

· Hugh Brown (a member of the First Presidency) stated: "The Adam-God doctrine is not the doctrine of the Church, and the reports on that subject as published in the Journal of Discourses are not accurate" (in a letter dated May 13, 1966). 

· More recently, Apostle Bruce McConkie admits: "Yes, President Young did teach that Adam was the father of our spirits, and all the related things the cultists [orthodox Christians] ascribe to him" (letter to Eugene England dated Feb. 19, 1981, photocopy available from Challenge Ministries, P.O. Box 20195, El Cajon, CA, 92021). 

In fairness, Bruce McConkie went on to say (in the letter cited above): "He [Brigham Young] expressed views that are out of harmony with the gospel" (letter to Eugene England dated Feb. 19, 1981). However, the consequences associated with Young's false teaching are not clear, because McConkie goes on to say: "We will be judged by what we believe among other things. If we believe false doctrine, we will be condemned. If that belief is on basic and fundamental things, it will lead us astray and we will lose our souls...(2 Nephi 28:15). This clearly means that people who teach false doctrine in the fundamental and basic things will lose their souls. The nature and kind of being that God is, is one of these fundamentals. I repeat: Brigham Young erred in some of his statements on the nature and kind of being that God is and as to the position of Adam in the plan of salvation...what he did is not a pattern for any of us. If we choose to believe and teach the false portions of his doctrines, we are making an election that will damn us" (letter to Eugene England dated Feb. 19, 1981). It is not clear why the ordinary Mormon is damned for doing this, but Brigham Young is not. For thorough documentation and discussion of this topic, two references should be consulted: Turner and Vlachos).

12. The Bible states Adam was only a created being, the first man.

· "And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them" (Gen. 1:27). 

· "Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being" (Gen. 2:7). 

· "When God created man, He made them in the likeness of God. He created them male and female" (Gen. 5:1-2). 

· "For as in Adam all die" (1 Cor. 15:22). 

· "So also it is written, 'the first man Adam became a living soul'" (1 Cor. 15:45). 

· "For it was Adam who was first created" (1 Tim. 2:14). 

What is more, this idea is inconsistent with the clear teaching of man's fallen nature being derived from Adam (Job 31:33; Hosea 6:7; Rom. 5:14). Orthodox Christians will recognize most of Brigham Young's statements about Adam to be complete blasphemy.

7. The Mormon church teaches there are three levels to heaven, and only those who are worthy LDS members will attain the highest level:

· Telestial Kingdom - is where unbelievers go: "These are they who received not the gospel of Christ, neither the testimony of Jesus...who receive not his fullness in the eternal world", but shall be "redeemed from the devil [at] the last resurrection" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 82-86). 

· Terrestrial Kingdom - is for religious people who aren't Mormons and for Mormons who have not met the requirements of the Church, i.e., "Honorable men of the earth who are blinded by the craftiness of men and who therefore do not accept and live the gospel law" (Mormon Doctrine, p. 784). While this level is not as desirable as the Celestial Kingdom, the presence of the Son is evident there: "These are they who receive of his glory but not of his fulness... the presence of the Son, but not the fullness of the Father...who are not valiant in the testimony of Jesus...they obtain not the crown over the kingdom of God" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 76-79). 

· Celestial Kingdom - is for Mormons who have kept ALL of the laws and ordinances of their church: "These are they who received the testimony of Jesus, and believed on his name and were baptized...in the water...keeping the commandments that they might be washed and cleansed from all their sins, and receive the Holy Spirit ..." (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 51-57).; "they are gods, even the sons of God...these shall dwell in the presence of God and his Christ forever...whose names are written in heaven" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 58-68). 

What will the celestial kingdom supposedly be like for a good Mormon? He will be a god and he will rule over a planet with his wives and spirit children.

Incidentally, the Mormon doctrine about the three levels of heaven is derived from two verses in the Bible, 2 Cor. 12:2 and 1 Cor. 15:40, where the Apostle Paul refers to different degrees of glory (see below) and to someone (presumably himself) as being caught up in the "third heaven". Mormon leaders have completely misinterpreted and misconstrued these verses to mean that there are three levels of heaven. The additional "revelation" from which they get the three levels supposedly came to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon on Feb. 16, 1832 as recorded in Section 76 of the Doctrine and Covenants.

8. The Bible describes only one heaven as a believer's reward. Heaven is the place where:

· Only true believers in Christ will be allowed entrance (Hebrews 12:23; John 3:16-21; Rev. 2:11; 20:6). 

· Believers will abide with God for all eternity in His presence. The light of the Lamb will fill it (Rev. 21:23). 

· Entrance will not be attained by works. 

The Bible does use the term for 'heaven' in three ways, although it never distinguishes between 3 levels relevant to our eternal destiny:

· A 'first' heaven is the earth's atmosphere: "The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands" (Deut. 28:12). See also Deut. 11:17; Judges 5:4; Acts 14:17. 

· A 'second' heaven is outer space (sun, moon and stars stars): "They will be exposed to the sun and the moon and all the stars of the heavens which they have loved and served" (Jeremiah 8:2). See also Ps. 19:4,6; Is. 13:10. 

· A 'third' heaven is the dwelling place of God: "then hear from heaven, your dwelling place" (1 Kings 8:30). See also Ps. 2:4; Matt. 5:16. 

There will be different degrees of reward in heaven, which are then cast at Jesus' feet (Rev. 4:4,10), but all who are there will be with Christ (Rev. 22:4-5).

9. Mormon leaders teach that there is no eternal hell. Although the Book of Mormon mentions a literal, everlasting hell (e.g. 2 Nephi 28), later 'revelations' to church leaders teach the concept of a "preparatory stage between death and a final judgement", similar to the Catholic concept of purgatory.

· John A Widtsoe, Mormon Apostle states: "The meanest sinner will find some place in the heavenly realm...In the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, there is no Hell. All will find a measure of salvation" (Joseph Smith-Seeker After Truth, p.177-178, 1951). 

· Mormon historian B.H. Roberts explains: "Christians believed that to receive eternal punishment was to be punished eternally. This popular Christian error was corrected in a revelation" (Outlines of Ecclesiastical History, p.408). 

· One of the Mormon 'revelations' states: "Nevertheless, it is not written that there shall be no end to this torment" (Doctrine and Covenants 19:6). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith explains the meaning of that passage: "We learn from the Doctrine and Covenants that eternal punishment, or everlasting punishment, does not mean that a man condemned will endure this punishment forever" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.2, p.160). 

Mormons claim that the inhabitants of hell will receive a second chance at redemption:

· Joseph Fielding Smith stated: "Every man who hears the gospel message is under obligation to receive it. If he fails, then in the spirit world he will be called upon to receive it" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.2, p.183). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith also stated: "they will first go to hell and remain there until the corruption with which they are impregnated is burnt out; and the day will yet come when they will come to me and acknowledge me as their Savior, and I will redeem them and bring them forth from hell" (Journal of Discourses, vol.3, p.109). 

· Joseph Smith claimed to receive a 'revelation' showing him that: "These are they who are thrust down into hell...who shall not be redeemed from the devil until the last resurrection" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 84-85). 

Mormons also teach that a special place called perdition is reserved "for Satan, and the Sons of Perdition, angels who rebelled with him and also for men who commit the unpardonable sin" (Talmage, A Study of the Articles of Faith).

10. The Bible warns that a real and eternal hell awaits those who do not trust in Christ in this life. In fact, of the 24 times hell is referenced in the New Testament, 22 of those were made by Jesus (McElveen).

· Those who will go to hell include every person who does not place trusting faith in Christ for redemption from their sins (John 3:18). 

· Jesus specifically described how real hell is for unbelievers (Matt. 8:12, 25:41-46). 

· It is eternal separation from God in a painful and final state (Rev. 14:10-11; 2 Thess. 1:9). 

· It is, in actuality, a second death (Rev. 21:8). 

The Bible does not speak of any opportunity to obtain salvation after rejecting Christ in this life; rather it says:

· "it is appointed for men to die once, and after this comes judgement" (Heb. 9:27). 

11. Mormon leaders teach that 'salvation' is universal. This is in addition to, and distinct from, the biblical concept that "there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked" (Acts 24:15). To Mormons, salvation is equated with resurrection:

· John A Widtsoe states: "In the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, there is no Hell. All will find a measure of salvation" (Joseph Smith-Seeker After Truth, p.177-178, 1951). 

· James Talmage states: "Even the unbeliever, the heathen, and the child who dies before reaching the years of discretion, all are redeemed by the Savior's self-sacrifice from the individual consequences of the fall (A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.58). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith again: "Those who live lives of wickedness may also be heirs of salvation, that is, they too shall be redeemed from death and from hell eventually" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.2, p.133). 

12. The Bible teaches that salvation is only for those who trust in Christ.
John uses the word "believe" at least 55 times in his gospel, including the following references to salvation:

· "He who hears my word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and does not come into judgement" (Jn. 5:24). 

· "Every one who beholds the Son, and believes in Him, may have eternal life, and I myself will raise him up on the last day" (Jn. 6:40). 

· "As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe on His name" (Jn. 1:12). 

· "He who believes has eternal life" (Jn. 6:47). 

· "He who believes in the Son has eternal life" (John 3:36). 

· "Whoever believes may in Him have eternal life" (Jn. 3:15). 

· "Whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life" (Jn. 3:16). 

In the sense that the apostle John used the Greek word for believe, he did not mean mere intellectual ascension, but placing our total trust in Jesus for salvation. That is why, in the same context, Jesus used other verbs to indicate a definite action on the believer's part:

· ""Whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst" (Jn. 4:14). 

· "He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life" (Jn. 5:54). 

· "This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die" (Jn. 6:50). 

· "Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man and drink of His blood you have no life in yourselves" (Jn. 6:53). 

· "This is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent" (Jn. 17:2). 

13. The Mormon church teaches that the dead outside of Christ can get to heaven (albeit the terrestial kingdom) by proxy baptism. Mormons believe that there is a "paradise" or spirit world where all will go after death. In this spirit world, there are missionaries who give people one more chance to accept or reject the message of Mormonism. If one accepts, they are baptized by proxy into the church here on earth. This ceremony is performed in one of the LDS temples and is the primary reason why Mormons research and keep genealogical records (Doctrine and Covenants section 128).

· "And the chosen messengers went forth to declare...Thus was the gospel preached to those who had died in their sins, without a knowledge of the truth, or in transgression, having rejected the prophets. These were taught faith in God, repentance from sin, vicarious baptism for the remission of sins...and all other principles of the gospel that were necessary for them to know in order to qualify themselves...and so it was made known among the dead" (Doctrine and Covenants 138:31-35). 

· "The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is to seek after our dead...Those saints who neglect it in behalf of their deceased relatives, do it at peril of their own salvation" (Joseph Smith, in Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.356, 196). 

· "These are the principles in relation to the dead and the living...their salvation is necessary and essential to our salvation...they without us cannot be made perfect---neither can we without our dead be made perfect...there is a welding link of some kind or other between the fathers and the children...it is baptism for the dead. For we without them cannot be made perfect" (Doctrine and Covenants 128:15,18). 

This doctrine is derived from one verse in the Bible (1 Cor. 15:29) where Paul refers to a fringe group practicing baptism for the dead. Even the Encyclopedia of Mormonism (published by the LDS church) admits: "He [Paul] refers to a practice of vicarious baptism, a practice for which we have no other evidence in the Pauline or other New Testament or early Christian writings", and also agrees with the interpretation that it is not a doctrine Paul advocates: "Paul clearly refers to a distinct group within the Church, a group that he accuses of inconsistency between ritual and doctrine".

14. The Bible teaches that this life is our only chance to receive Christ.

· "It is appointed for men to die once, and after this comes judgement" (Heb. 9:27). 

· "An hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth, those who committed the good deeds, to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgement" (Jn. 5:28-29). 

· "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John 3:36). 

Mormons may ask 'then what does 1 Cor. 15:29 mean?'

· "Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for them?" (1 Cor. 15:29). 

This verse must be understood in the context of the whole passage. Paul raises the subject of baptism in the context of expressing his concern about party factions among the Christians at Corinth (1 Cor. 1:14-17). Rather than endorsing baptism for the dead, Paul associates it with a group (perhaps the Marchionite sect) whom he has already identified (15:12) as being in deep error. He is saying that even this group, who deny the resurrection, are baptizing for the dead in anticipation of resurrection.

The impersonal manner in which Paul refers to practitioners of proxy baptism also indicates he is not endorsing the practice: "what will those do who are baptized for the dead...why then are they baptized for them?" The impersonal 'they' contrasts markedly with the way Paul addresses believers in the same chapter, as 'you' (v. 1, 2, 3, 11, 12, 14, 17, 31, 34, 36, 51, 58), or 'we', or 'us' (15: 3, 15, 19, 30, 32, 49, 51, 52). In the context of 15:29, 'they' refers to the ones who are denying the resurrection, the ones the entire passage is written to refute (15:12).

This is exactly the understanding of the text held by the early Christian writer Tertullian. Writing about A.D. 180, he makes this comment on 1 Cor. 15:29 — "His [Paul’s] only aim in alluding to it was that he might all the more firmly insist upon the resurrection of the body, in proportion as they who were vainly baptized for the dead resorted to the practice from their belief of such a resurrection". The apostle Peter accurately predicted that Paul's words would be misinterpreted and misconstrued by some:

· "Our beloved brother Paul...wrote to you, as also in all his letters...in which there are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction" (2 Peter 3:15-16). 

Mormon vs Biblical Teachings about Jesus

Bible quotations are from the New American Standard version. For information on sources of Mormon quotations, see the section titled "Mormon Documents".

1. Mormon prophets have taught that Jesus was conceived by sexual intercourse (physical union) between God the Father and Mary:

· Brigham Young taught: "The birth of the Savior was as natural as are the births of our children; it was the result of natural action. He partook of flesh and blood---was begotten of his Father as we were of our fathers" (Journal of Discourses vol.8, p.115); and "when the Virgin Mary conceived the child Jesus, the Father had begotten him in his own likeness [flesh and blood]. He was not begotten by the Holy Ghost" (Journal of Discourses, vol.1, p.50). 

· Brigham Young insisted: "I will say that I was naturally begotten; so was my father, and also my Savior Jesus Christ...he is the first begotten of his father in the flesh, and there was nothing unnatural about it" (Journal of Discourses vol.8, p.211); "Now remember from this time forth, and for ever, that Jesus Christ was not begotten by the Holy Ghost" (Journal of Discourses, vol.1, p.51). 

· Orson Pratt (LDS apostle) taught: "the Father and Mother of Jesus, according to the flesh, must have been associated together in the capacity of Husband and Wife…as God was the first husband to her, it may be that He only gave her to be the wife of Joseph while in this mortal state, and that He intended after the resurrection to again take her as one of his own wives to raise up immortal spirits in eternity" (The Seer. p.158, 1853). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: "The birth of the Savior was a natural occurrence unattended by any degree of mysticism, and the Father God was the literal parent of Jesus in the flesh as well as in the spirit" (Religious Truths Defined, p.44). 

This teaching persists today:

· Bruce McConkie (LDS apostle) states: "Christ was begotten by an Immortal Father in the same way that mortal men are begotten by mortal fathers" (Mormon Doctrine, p. 547, 1979). 

· Carfred Broderick (Mormon author) writes: "God is a procreating personage of flesh and bone...latter-day prophets have made it clear that despite what it says in Matthew 1:20, the Holy Ghost was not the father of Jesus...The Savior was fathered by a personage of flesh and bone" (Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Autumn, 1967, p.100-101). 

Despite the well-documented position of previous Mormon prophets, presidents, and apostles about the nature of Christ's conception, modern LDS apologists maintain that "Christ was born of a virgin". How can they? By changing the definition of the word "virgin". The reasoning goes like this: since Mary had sexual relations with an immortal man, not a mortal man, the phrase "virgin birth" still applies.

· McConkie explains: "Suffice it to say that our Lord was born of a virgin, which is fitting and proper, and also natural, since the Father of the Child was an immortal Being" (The Promised Messiah, p. 466). 

2. The Bible teaches that Jesus was conceived miraculously by the Holy Spirit, fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah that the Messiah would be born of a virgin:

· "The Lord Himself shall give you a sign: Behold a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel" (Is. 7:14). 

· "Now the birth of Christ was as follows. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit…for that which was conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 1:18,20). 

· "Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’. And the angel answered and said to her ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you’" (Luke 1:34-5). 

God intended that the birth of the Messiah would be a miraculous event that---like His resurrection---would provide evidence to the skeptical and confirm that the Messiah was indeed approved by the Father.

3. Mormon leaders have taught that Jesus was a polygamist. Because Mormon prophets considered polygamy a righteous principle and practiced it (despite reversals in doctrine and concessions to U.S. law by the LDS Church), it is easy to see why they taught Jesus was married and had multiple wives:

· Orson Pratt (LDS apostle) stated: "the great Messiah who was the founder of the Christian religion, was a polygamist...marrying many honorable wives himself…God the Father had a plurality of wives…the Son followed the example of his Father…both God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ inherit their wives in eternity as well as in time" (The Seer, p.172, 1853). 

· Jedediah M. Grant (second counselor to Brigham Young) stated: "the burst of public sentiment in anathemas upon Christ and his disciples, causing his crucifixion, was evidently based on polygamy…a belief of a plurality of wives caused the persecution of Jesus and his followers" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, p.346). 

Some Mormon leaders contend that the wedding at Cana was an account Jesus’ marriage:

· Apostle Orson Hyde: "…Jesus Christ was married at Cana of Galilee... Mary, Martha, and others were his wives ... he begat children" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 2, p.210). 

· Jedediah M. Grant: "Jesus was the bridegroom at the marriage of Cana of Galilee, and he told them what to do... Now there was actually a marriage; and if Jesus was not the bridegroom on that occasion, please tell who was. If any man can show this, and prove that it was not the Savior of the world, then I will acknowledge I am in error. We say it was Jesus Christ who was married, to be brought into the relation whereby he could see his seed, before he was crucified" (Journal of Discourses, vol.2, p.82). 

· Orson Hyde: "It will be borne in mind that once on a time, there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and on a careful reading of that transaction, it will be discovered that no less a person than Jesus Christ was married on that occasion. If he was never married, his intimacy with Mary and Martha, and the other Mary also whom Jesus loved, must have been highly unbecoming and improper to say the best of it" (Journal of Discourses, vol.4, p.259). 

· Orson Pratt: "We have now clearly shown that God the Father had a plurality of wives, one or more being in eternity, by whom He begat our spirits as well as the spirit of Jesus His First Born... We have also proved most clearly that the Son followed the example of his Father, and became the great Bridegroom to whom kings' daughters and many honorable wives are to be married" (The Seer, p. 172). 

4. The Bible makes no explicit or implicit statements about Jesus being married.

The Mormon interpretation of John 2 as describing Jesus' own wedding ignores any reasonable reading of the plain text:

· The Apostle John's stated purpose in describing the wedding feast at Cana was to recount Christ's first miracle (Jn. 2:11). 

· According to John, Jesus and the disciples came because his mother Mary was invited (Jn. 2:1). Why would Jesus or His mother need to be invited to Jesus' own wedding (John 2:2)? 

· Why is someone else referred to as the bridegroom (John 2:9)? 

· Why is there no mention of a physical wife or physical offspring for Jesus anywhere else in the gospels or epistles? 

The fact that Jesus did not marry during his incarnation is consistent with the New Testament claim that Jesus is the bridegroom and the church (collectively) is His bride.

· "For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is head of the church...love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church...A man shall leave his father and mother and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is great, but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church" (Eph 5:23-32). 

· "He who has the bride is the bridegroom [Jesus]; but the friend [John the Baptist] of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice" (Jn. 3:29). This passage occurs later in John and is not referring to the wedding at Cana. 

· The Bible describes the marriage supper of the Lamb to the church, His bride (Rev. 19:7; 21:2,9). 

· The Bible forbids polygamy, calling it an abomination (Deut 17:17; see also section on polygamy). Since Jesus was a spotless lamb (1 Peter 1:19; Heb. 9:14) without sin (Is. 53:9; 2 Cor. 5:21), he could not have committed polygamy. 

5. The Mormon Church has taught that Jesus is the brother of Lucifer. 
· President Spencer W. Kimball wrote" "Long before you were born a program was developed by your creators ... The principal personalities in this great drama were a Father Elohim, perfect in wisdom, judgment, and person, and two sons, Lucifer and Jehovah." (Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p. 32-33). 

· James Talmage explains who Jehovah is: "Jesus Christ was Jehovah...Jesus Christ, who is the Jehovah of the Old Testament" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.1, p.11,27). 

· Milton R. Hunter (one of the LDS General Authorities) explains "The appointment of Jesus to be Savior of the world was contested by one of the other sons of God. He was called Lucifer…this spirit-brother of Jesus desperately tried to become the Savior of mankind" (The Gospel Through the Ages, p.15, 1945). 

· Joseph Smith stated: "The contention in heaven was...Jesus said there would be certain souls that would not be saved; and the Devil said he could save them all, and laid his plans before the grand council, who gave their vote in favour of Jesus Christ. So the Devil rose up in rebellion against God, and was cast down" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, p. 8). 

· "And Satan came among them, saying: I am also a son of God" (Pearl of Great Price, Moses 5:17). 

· See also Mormon Doctrine, pp.192, 546-47, 589-90 and Gospel Principles p.15-16. 

6. The Bible describes Satan [Lucifer] as a created being:

· "You [Lucifer] were in Eden, the garden of God…on the day that you were created…you were the anointed cherub…you were blameless in your ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in you…your heart was lifted up…you corrupted your wisdom" (Ez. 28:13,15,17). 

· "Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which God had made" (Gen. 3:1). 

· "Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness" (2 Cor. 11:14-5). Based on the construction of these sentences, the distinction being made is about the type of angel that Satan appears to be. His servants can disguise themselves as servants of righteousness but are in reality servants of unrighteousness; likewise, Satan is an angel of darkness but can disguise himself as an angel of light. According to the Bible, angels are created beings. 

Satan cannot be a son of God if he is an angel:

· "But to which of the angels did He [God] ever say, 'Thou art my Son, today I have begotten Thee'?" (Heb. 1:5). 

7. According to Mormon doctrine, Jesus was procreated as a spirit child of the Heavenly Father and Heavenly Mother and later conceived physically by the Heavenly Father and an earthly mother: The Ensign, Jan. 1989, pp.28-29; Come Unto Christ by Ezra Taft Benson, p.4).

· Bruce McConkie states: "Christ the Word, the Firstborn, had of course attained unto the status of Godhood while yet in pre-existence" (What Mormons Think of Christ, p.36). 

· Bruce McConkie continues: "He is the Firstborn of the Father. By obedience and devotion to the truth he attained that pinnacle of intelligence which ranked him as a God, as the Lord Omnipotent, while yet in his pre-existent state" (Mormon Doctrine, 1966, pg. 129). 

· Orson Pratt: "God the Father had a plurality of wives, one or more being in eternity, by whom He begat our spirits as well as the spirit of Jesus His First Born" (The Seer, p. 172). 

· "Jesus Christ is not the Father of the spirits who have taken or yet shall take bodies upon this earth, for He is one of them. He is The Son, as they are sons and daughters of Elohim." (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, vol.4, Appendix 4). 

8. The Bible declares that Jesus has always existed and that all things were created through Him:
· "For in Him all things were created, both in the heavens and the earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities---all things have been created through Him and for Him" (Col. 1:16). 

· "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...the Word became flesh and dwelt among us [Jesus]" (Jn. 1:1,18). 

· "All things came into being through Him [Jesus]; and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being" (John 1:3). 

9. Mormons worship the Father and the Son as separate Gods. Mormons teach that Jesus Christ is a God named Jehovah, a different God from God the Father, whose name is Elohim.

· Bruce McConkie states: "Three separate personages---Father, Son, and Holy Ghost---comprise the Godhead…As each of these persons is a God, it is evident from this standpoint alone, that a plurality of Gods exists. To us…these three are the only Gods we worship" (Mormon Doctrine, p.576-7). 

· James Talmage states: "This [the Trinity] cannot rationally be construed to mean that the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are one in substance and person" (A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.40). 

· James Talmage states: "Jesus Christ was Jehovah...Jesus Christ, who is the Jehovah of the Old Testament. In all of scripture, where God is mentioned and where he has appeared, it was Jehovah...The Father has never dealt with man directly and personally since the fall" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.1, p.11,27). 

· Joseph F. Smith stated, "Among the spirit children of Elohim, the first-born was and is Jehovah, or Jesus Christ, to whom all others are juniors" (Gospel Doctrine, p.70). 

In contrast, the Bible uses the names Elohim and Jehovah interchangeably for the one true God. The English form "Jehovah" was developed from four consonants (YHWH) from which we get the word "Yahweh," translated "LORD". The words "Yahweh" and "Elohim" are used together hundreds of times, as in: 'LORD our God', 'LORD my God', 'LORD his God', 'LORD your God'. For example: "The Lord [Jehovah] our God [Elohim] is one Lord [Jehovah]" (Deut. 6:4). See also Gen. 2:4-22; Deut. 4:1; Judges 5:3; 1 Sam. 2:30; Is. 44:6.

10. The Bible portrays Jesus as one member of the Trinity. Orthodox Christianity's established concept of God is that Jesus and the Father share the same essence (are one and the same God). A substantial part of the book of Colossians is dedicated to refuting a heresy denying Christ's Deity. A few of the relevant passages are given below in which Jesus is identified with, and acts as, God:

Statements about Jesus' Deity:

· "In Him [Jesus] all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form" (Col. 2:9). 

· "It was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him [Jesus]" (Col. 1:19). 

· "He [Jesus] is the radiance of His [God] glory and the exact representation of His nature" (Heb. 1:3). 

· "But of the Son He [God] says, ‘Thy Throne O God is forever and ever’" (Heb. 1:8). 

· "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us" (John 1:1,14). 

· Of Jesus it was announced: "These are the words of Him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again" (Rev. 2:8); the same claim made by God Almighty: "This is what the LORD says -- Israel's King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God" (Is. 44:6). Also, compare Rev. 22:13 with Is. 48:12. 

Claims by Jesus about His Deity:

· Jesus claimed: ‘I and the Father are one’, meaning in essence not just purpose (from the Greek construction), a statement the Jews clearly understood because they "took up stones again to stone Him" (Jn. 10:30-31). 

· Jesus also claimed: "Before Abraham was born, I AM" [ego eimi], a restatement of the name God used for himself to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; the Jews also understood its import and tried to stone Jesus. (Jn. 8:58-59; Ex. 3:14). See also Jn. 13:19, 18:5,6,8). 

· Jesus makes the same claim again: "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I AM, you will die in your sins" (John 8:24). 

· "Philip said to Him, 'Lord, show us the Father'...Jesus said to him...'He who has seen Me has seen the Father'" (Jn. 14:8-9). 

· "He who beholds Me beholds the One who sent Me" (Jn. 12:45). 

Jesus allowed Himself to be worshipped, despite the biblical edict that 'only God may be worshipped' (Acts 10:25-26; Rev. 19:10; 22:9):

· "Thomas answered [to Jesus] ‘My Lord and My God’" (John 20:28). 

· "When I saw Him [Jesus], I fell at His feet" (Rev. 1:17). 

· "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him" (Matt. 2:2). 

For more detailed explanations of the Trinity, refer to published articles by Grider and Martin, and the CARM 

HYPERLINK "http://www.carm.org/jesusisgod.htm"
webpage.

11. Mormon leaders teach that Jesus is our elder brother who progressed to become a god.

· Milton R. Hunter: "Jesus became a God and reached His great state of understanding through consistent effort and continuous obedience to all the Gospel truths and universal laws" (The Gospel Through the Ages, p.51). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "Christ the Word, the Firstborn, had of course attained unto the status of Godhood while yet in pre-existence" (What Mormons Think of Christ, p.36). 

· Bruce McConkie claimed: "Jesus kept the commandments of his Father and thereby worked out his own salvation, and also set an example as to the way and the means whereby all men may be saved" (The Mortal Messiah, Vol.4, p.434). 

· McConkie continues: "He [Jesus] is the Firstborn of the Father. By obedience and devotion to the truth he attained that pinnacle of intelligence which ranked him as a God, as the Lord Omnipotent, while yet in his pre-existent state" (Mormon Doctrine, p. 129). 

12. The Bible states that Jesus has existed as God eternally. Here are a few of many verses stating this:

· "In the beginning was the Word... the Word was God… the Word became flesh and dwelt among us" John 1:1,14). 

· "But of the Son He [God] says, ‘Thy Throne O God is forever and ever’" (Heb. 1:8). 

· "Christ Jesus, who although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped" (Phil. 2:6). 

· "glorify me together with Thyself Father, with the glory which I ever had with Thee before the world was" (John 17:5). 

· "God...has in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds" (Heb. 1:2). 

13. The Mormon church teaches that Jesus Christ plays only an initial role in our salvation. In other words, the work of Christ on the cross is insufficient for our complete salvation (exaltation) and we must also perform works in order to be fully saved.

· The Book of Mormon says of salvation: "for we know that is is by grace that we are saved, after all that we can do" (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 25:23). 

· The Third Article of Faith states: "We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Pearl of Great Price: Articles of Faith). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith explains what that last phrase means: "that which man merits through his own acts through life and by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.134). 

· Spencer W. Kimball stated: "living all the commandments guarantees total forgiveness of sins and assures one of exaltation...trying is not sufficient. Nor is repentance when one merely tries to abandon sin" (The Miracle of Forgiveness, p.164-165, 354-355). 

More information can be found in the section on salvation.

14. The Bible clearly states that our complete salvation comes only through the finished work of Christ on the cross, apart from any work on our part. One verse from the Bible sums up the problem with the Mormon concept of salvation:

· "For not knowing about God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God" (Romans 10:3). 

This was Paul's description of the Jews but applies as well to Mormons and to anyone who thinks they need to, or can, add to the completed work of Christ. According to the Bible, our works prove we have salvation, but cannot help us attain salvation:

· "I do not frustrate the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died needlessly" (Gal. 2:21). 

· "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast" (Eph. 2:8,9). 

· "The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin" (1 Jn. 1:7). 

· Paul to the Phillipian jailer's question: "What must I do to be saved? Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved" (Acts 16:31). 

· Jesus to the thief on the cross, who did nothing but trust Him as Messiah and King: "Today you will be with me in Paradise" (Luke 23:43). 

· Jesus: "This is the work of God, that you believe on him whom He [God the Father] has sent" (Jn. 5:29). 

· "He saved us not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to his mercy." (Titus 3:5). 

· "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes" (Rom. 10:4). 

In contrast to Mormon leaders, in the New Testament the Apostle Paul clearly states the Gospel and salvation are without any works on our part. For specific references and discussion see the section on salvation.

15. Mormon leaders have taught that certain sins are beyond the atoning blood of Christ.
· Brigham Young said: "It is true that the blood of the Son of God was shed for sins through the fall and those committed by men, yet men can commit sins which it can never remit...there are sins that can be atoned for by an offering on the altar...and there are sins that the blood of a lamb...cannot remit, but they must be atoned for by the blood of the man" (Journal of Discourses, vol.4, p.53-54, also published in Deseret News, p.235, 1856). 

· Brigham Young also said: "There is not a man or a woman, who violates the covenants [fidelity in marriage] made with their God, that will not be required to pay the debt. The blood of Christ will never wipe that out, your own blood must atone for it" (Journal of Discourses,vol.3, p.247) 

· Bruce McConkie explains: "But under certain circumstances there are some serious sins for which the cleansing of Christ does not operate, and the law of God is that men must then have their own blood shed to atone for their sins" (Mormon Doctrine, p.92). 

· McConkie continues: "Christians speak often of the blood of Christ and its cleansing power. Much that is believed and taught on this subject, however, is such utter nonsense and so palpably false that to believe it is to lose one's salvation. Many go so far, for instance, as to pretend, at least, to believe that if we confess Christ with our lips and avow that we accept Him as our personal Savior, we are thereby saved. His blood, without other act than mere belief, they say, makes us clean" (What the Mormons Think of Christ, p.22). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith shows that this idea originated with Joseph Smith: "Joseph Smith taught that there were certain sins so grievous that man may commit, that they will place the transgressors beyond the power of atonement of Christ. If these offenses are committed, then the blood of Christ will not cleanse them from their sins even though they repent. Therefore their only hope is to have their own blood shed to atone, as far as possible, in their behalf" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.135); "the law of sacrifice will have to be restored...Sacrifice by the shedding of blood was instituted in the days of Adam and of necessity will have to be restored" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 3, p.94). 

· Brigham Young said: "Will you love your brothers and sisters likewise, when they have committed a sin that cannot be atoned for without the shedding of their own blood?...This is loving our neighbor as ourselves; if he needs help, help him; and if he wants salvation and it is necessary to spill his blood on the earth in order that he may be saved, spill it" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 4, p.219-220). 

· B.H. Roberts stated: "what is needful for the salvation of the soul where one's sins place him beyond the reach of vicarious means of salvation [by Jesus] --- then it is the shedding of the sinner's own blood that must be here referred to" (A Comprehensive History of the Church, vol.4, p.129, 1965). 

The LDS Church officially denies the doctrine of Blood Atonement now, even saying that it was never taught. Here are additional arguments to the contrary:

· Blood atonement was practiced in Utah during Brigham Young's presidency and during the presidency of his immediate successors. The facts have been extremely well documented in sources readily available to the public (Tanner, Kelly). 

· The Salt Lake Tribune, wrote, "In the past decade, potential jurors in every Utah capital homicide were asked whether they believed in the Mormon concept of 'blood atonement'" (Concept of Blood Atonement Survives in Utah Despite Repudiation, Salt Lake Tribune,11/5/94, p.D1). 

· When child-killer James Edward Wood, a Mormon, was tried for the murder of 11-year-old Jaralee Underwood, he was visited by LDS Church leaders who "talked to him about shedding his own blood" (Salt Lake Tribune, 11/5/98, D1). 

· University of Utah professor Richard J. Cummings writes: Accordingly, the doctrine [blood atonement] asserts that those who commit certain grievous sins such as murder and covenant-breaking place themselves beyond the atoning blood of Christ, and their only hope for salvation is to have their own blood shed as an atoning sacrifice. In his writings, Joseph Smith only hinted at the doctrine, Brigham Young successively denied and asserted it, Joseph F. Smith ardently defended it, and in more recent years, Hugh B. Brown repudiated it and Joseph Fielding Smith and Bruce R. McConkie both have vigorously defended it in principle while staunchly denying that the Church has ever put it into actual practice, whereas most other General Authorities have prudently preferred to remain silent on the subject. It should be noted that the whole notion of blood atonement is so obviously linked to the Mormon literal mind-set that it does not seem to admit of a mitigated, symbolic interpretation and is either accepted or rejected outright, depending on one's level of literalistic belief (Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Vol.15, No.4, p.93). 

16. The Bible teaches that Christ's sacrifice on the cross was complete for all time and that we cannot add to it with our works:

· "He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him" (Heb. 7:25). 

· "He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption" (Heb. 9:12). 

· "So Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear..." (Heb. 9:28). 

· "He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time" (Heb. 10:12). 

· "For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified" (Heb. 10:14). 

· "There is no longer any offering for sin" (Heb. 10:18). 

· "Having forgiven us all our transgressions, having cancelled out the certificate of debt...He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross" (Col. 2:14). 

Furthermore, the Bible teaches two very important and fundamental truths in regard to keeping the law:

A. Following the law cannot take away sin:

· "our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment" (Is. 64:6). 

· "For the law...can never by the same sacrifices year by year...make perfect those who draw near...but in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins" (Heb. 10:1-4). 

· "Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins" (Heb 10:11). 

· "For the law made nothing perfect" (Heb 7:19). 

· "by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified" (Gal. 2:16). 

· "For if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died needlessly" (Gal. 2:21). 

· "For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law" (Gal. 3:21-22). 

· "Therefore the law has become a tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor" (Gal. 3:24-25). 

B. Even if an additional sacrifice would be acceptable to God, which it is not (Heb. 10:18), we are not qualified or able to add anything to our redemption, because we meet none of the requirements:

· a. Atonement requires the shedding of blood (Lev. 17:11). 

· b. The sacrifice must be unblemished (Lev. 22:19). 

· c. The sacrifice must be performed by an appointed Priest (1 Sam. 2:28). 

· d. The High Priest must be lawfully clean (Ex. 29:1-9;19-35). 

Jesus is the only one who has fulfilled all of these conditions: a) Heb. 9:22; b) 1 Peter 1:19; c) Heb. 2:14; 5:1; d) Heb. 9:22.

17. Mormon Leaders have claimed that Jesus Christ is only one of many Saviors:
· According to Joseph Fielding Smith: "We are not the only people that the Lord has created. We have brothers and sisters on other earths. They look like us because they, too, are the children of God and were created in his image, for they are also his offspring" (Doctrines of Salvation 1:62). 

· Brigham Young taught: "Sin is upon every earth that ever was created ... Consequently every earth has its redeemer, and every earth has its tempter" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 14, p.71). 

18. The Bible states that Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the one and only Messiah.
· Jesus claimed: "I am THE way, THE truth, and THE life; no one comes to the Father but by Me" (Jn. 14:6). 

· "For there is one God and one mediator also between God and men: the Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5). 

· "There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 

19. Mormon leaders have discouraged their members from pursuing a personal relationship with Christ.
· Mormon Apostle and apologist Bruce McConkie warns: "I shall speak of our relationship with the Lord and of the true fellowship all saints should have with the Father. I shall set forth what we must believe relative to the Father and the Son in order to gain eternal life...many false and vain and foolish things are being taught in the sectarian world and even among us about our need to gain a special relationship with the Lord Jesus...gaining a special relationship with Christ is both improper and perilous...now I know that some may be offended at the counsel that they should not strive for a special and personal relationship with Christ...you have been warned, and you have heard the true doctrine taught" (from a speech given at a B.Y.U. devotional on March 2, 1982). 

20. The Bible encourages a personal, intimate relationship of each believer with Christ because He is our only source of true life:

· Jesus said: "Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me...apart from Me you can do nothing" (Jn. 15:4-5). 

· Jesus said: "I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever...unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves...He who eats my flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life...My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink" (Jn. 6:51-55). 

· Jesus said: "I am the resurrection and the life" (Jn. 11:25). 

· "For I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me" (Gal. 2:20). 

· "When Christ who is our life is revealed, then you also shall be revealed with Him in glory" (Col. 3:4). 

· Paul's desire was: "that I may know Him [Jesus]" (Phil. 3:10). 

· God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. 1:9). 

The Mormon Church Claims to Receive Modern-day Revelation 
The Mormon church claims that the Bible has been corrupted and does not contain the "fullness of the gospel". Therefore additional (Latter-Day) revelation was and is necessary:

· Mormon scriptures state: "[when] the book [the Bible] proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew...it contained the fulness of the gospel of the Lord, of whom the twelve apostles bear record" (1 Nephi

HYPERLINK "(Empty Reference!)"
 13:24), but that afterwards "thou seest the formation of that great and abominable church...after the book hath gone forth through the hands of the great and abominable church, that there are many plain and precious things taken away from the book, which is the book of the Lamb of God. And after these plain and precious things were taken away it goeth forth unto all the nations of the Gentiles" (Book of Mormon, 1 Nephi 13:26,28). See also Doctrines of Salvation, vol.3, p.190-191. 

· Joseph Smith claimed: "it was apparent that many important points touching the salvation of men, had been taken from the Bible, or lost before it was compiled" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.10); "I believe the Bible as it read when it came from the pen of the original writers. Ignorant translators, careless transcribers, or designing and corrupt priests have committed many errors" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 327). 

· Orson Pratt's stated: "who, in his right mind, could for one moment, suppose the Bible in its present form to be a perfect guide? No one can tell whether even one verse of either the Old or New Testament conveys the ideas of the original author" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p. 28). 

Mormons claim additional revelation comes through their scriptures:
· Joseph Smith stated: "I told the brethren that the Book of Mormon was more correct than any book on earth, and the keystone of our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by abiding its precepts, than by any other book" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.194). 

· Apologist Bruce McConkie states: The Bible of the Old World has come to us from the manuscripts of antiquity - manuscripts which passed through the hands of uninspired men who changed many parts to suit their own doctrinal ideas. Deletions were common, and, as it now stands, many plain and precious portions and many covenants of the Lord have been lost. As a consequence, those who rely upon it [the Bible] alone stumble and are confused... (The Ensign, December 1985, p 55). 

Mormons claim additional revelation came (and still comes) through their Prophets and Leaders. This claim makes their role very different from that of leaders in orthodox Christian churches.
· Joseph Smith made very clear statements about his importance in God's plan: Neither Paul, John, Peter, nor Jesus ever did it. I boast that no man ever did such a work as I" (History of the Church, vol. 6, p.408-409). 

· President and prophet Ezra Taft Benson stated: "...the [Living] Prophet does not have to say 'Thus saith the Lord' to give us scripture" (Fourteen Fundamentals in Following the Prophets, BYU Devotional, Feb 26, 1980, p.3,6). 

· Orson Pratt explains that not all prophecy was published in the "Standard Works": "Now I want to prophecy a little...I want to prophecy that all men and women who oppose the revelation which God has given in relation to polygamy will find themselves in darkness..." (Journal of Discourses, vol. 17, p.224-225). 

· Brigham Young said: "Joseph Smith in his lifetime did not receive every thing connected with the doctrine of redemption" (Millenial Star, vol.6, p.121). 

· Brigham Young also said: "I have never yet preached a sermon and sent it out to the children of men, that they may not call Scripture (Journal of Discourses, vol. 13, p.95). 

· F.D. Richards confirms this: "Concerning the doctrine that Adam is our Father and God...the prophet and Apostle Brigham has declared it, and that is the word of the Lord" (Millenial Star, August 26, 1854, vol.16, p.534). 

· Mormon Edward W. Tullidge wrote: "When Brigham Young proclaimed to the nations that Adam was our Father and God...-he made the most important revelation ever oracled to the race since the days of Adam himself" (The Women of Mormondom, p.79,179,196-197, 1877). 

· Mormon A.F. McDonald commented: "if the President makes a statement it is not our prerogative to dispute it...when I first heard the doctrine of Adam being our Father and God, I was favorably impressed---enjoyed and hailed it as a new Revelation" (Minutes of the School of Prophets, Provo, UT, 1868-1871, p.38-39). 

· John Nuttal recorded this: "Prest Young was filled with the spirit of God & revelation & said...Father Adam's oldest son (Jesus the Savior) who is the heir of the family is Father Adam's first begotten in the spirit world" (Wednesday Feb. 7, 1877, Journal of John Nuttal, vol.1, p.18-21). 

· An official and widely distributed LDS document states: "When our leaders speak, the thinking has been done. When they point the way, there is no other which is safe. When they give direction, it should mark the end of controversy" (Ward teachers message for June, 1945). 

· President Heber C. Kimball said: "But if you are told by your leader to do a thing, do it. None of your business whether it is right or wrong" (Journal of Discourses, vol.6, p.32). 

· A letter from the First Presidency (Presidents Benson, Hinckley, and Monson) to all members of the Church states: "The most reliable way to measure the accuracy of any biblical passage is not by comparing different texts [in the Bible], but by comparison with the Book of Mormon and modern-day revelations [through them]". (Church News, June 20, 1992, page 3, letter dated May 22, 1992). 

· Ezra Taft Benson stated: "the Living Prophet...is more vital to us than the Standard Works [Bible, Book of Mormon, etc.]...The living Prophet is more important to us than a dead prophet [the Old Testament Prophets]" (Fourteen Fundamentals in Following the Prophets, BYU Devotional, Feb 26, 1980, p.3,6). 

In contrast, The Bible claims that written, inerrant, authoritative revelation ended with Jesus and his apostles:
· "You should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord by your apostles" (2 Peter 3:2). 

· "Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the scriptures..." (2 Peter 3:15-16). 

· "Do not add to His words Or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar" (Prov. 30:6). 

· "You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it" (Deut. 4:2). 

· "I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life..." (Rev. 22:18-19). 

Why is this so important? Because false teachers will inevitably come with a different gospel:

· The apostle Paul warns of "another Jesus whom we have not preached... a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted" (2 Cor. 11:4). 

· Paul also warns: "But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!" (Gal. 1:8). 

References: Mormon vs Biblical Teachings about Salvation 


Bible quotations are from the New American Standard version. For information on sources of Mormon quotations, see the section titled "Mormon Documents".


1. Mormons teach that salvation (exaltation) comes through faith in Christ plus baptism plus works, i.e., we must add to the work of Christ. In the Bible 'salvation' means deliverance from the consequence (eternal separation from God) of our sin. Mormon leaders have redefined the word 'salvation' to have a two-fold meaning: a) forgiveness of sins and b) universal resurrection:

· "There will be a General Salvation for all in the sense in which that term is generally used, but salvation, meaning resurrection, is not exaltation" (Stephen L. Richards, Contributions of Joseph Smith, LDS tract, p.5). 

· "All men are saved by grace alone without any act on their part, meaning they are resurrected" (Bruce McConkie, What Mormons Think of Christ", LDS tract, p.28). 

Thus, when a Mormon speaks of 'salvation by grace', he is usually referring to universal resurrection. Mormons use the term 'exaltation' to refer to attain a place in the highest level of heaven. The Mormon term 'exaltation' is more nearly equivalent to the Biblical term 'salvation'. What do Mormon leaders say about this?

· The Book of Mormon says of salvation: "for we know that is is by grace that we are saved, after all that we can do" (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 25:23). 

· The LDS Third Article of Faith states: "We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Pearl of Great Price: Articles of Faith). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith explains what that last phrase means: "that which man merits through his own acts through life and by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.134). 

· James Talmage explains: "...redemption from personal sins can only be obtained through obedience to the requirement of the Gospel, and a life of good works" (James Talmage, in A Study of the Articles of Faith). 

· Spencer W. Kimball states: "however powerful the saving grace of Christ, it brings exaltation to no man who does not comply with the works of the gospel" (The Miracle of Forgiveness, pg. 207); "Each command we obey sends us another rung up the ladder to perfected manhood and toward godhood; and every law disobeyed is a sliding toward the bottom where man merges into the brute world" (Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, pg. 153); "living all the commandments guarantees total forgiveness of sins and assures one of exaltation...trying is not sufficient. Nor is repentence when one merely tries to abandon sin" (The Miracle of Forgiveness, p.164-165, 354-355). 

· Bruce McConkie claimed: "Jesus kept the commandments of his Father and thereby worked out his own salvation, and also set an example as to the way and the means whereby all men may be saved" (The Mortal Messiah, Vol.4, p.434). 

What works do they mean? Here are some:

· Baptism for the dead: "The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is to seek after our dead...Those saints who neglect it in behalf of their deceased relatives, do it at peril of their own salvation" (Joseph Smith, in Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.356, 196). 

· Marriages sealed in the Temple: "Marriage is not only a righteous institution, but obedience to this law [Temple marriage] is absolutely necessary in order to obtain the highest exaltation in the Kingdom of God" (Milton R. Hunter, in Gospel Through the Ages, p.119). 

· Keeping the whole law: "To enter the celestial [kingdom] and obtain exaltation, it is necessary that the whole law be kept...Do you desire to enter the celestial Kingdom and receive eternal life? Then be willing to keep all of the commandments" (Joseph Fielding Smith, in The Way to Perfection, p.206). 

· Plural marriage: "the doctrine of plural and celestial marriage is the most holy and important doctrine ever revealed to man on earth, and that without obedience to that principle no man can ever attain to the fullness of exaltation in the celestial glory" (William Clayton in Historical Record, p.266); "the only men who become gods, even the Son of God, are those who enter into polygamy" (Brigham Young, in Journal of Discourses, vol. 11, p.269). This doctrine has been downplayed by recent church leaders but its stated requirement for exaltation by the LDS founders can be well documented. 

Because these ordinances can only be kept in the Mormon church, that church claims to be the only path to true salvation.

2. According to the Bible, our salvation comes only through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, apart from any work on our part. Mormons accuse Christians of teaching "cheap grace", whereby one can believe in Christ and then live however one pleases. But the Apostle Paul anticipates this response and shows why it is false in Romans chp. 6. Mormons have the same problem with Paul's concept as do many of the cults formed in the first century: it's too simple, too easy, and could be attained by anyone. 
A serious problem with the Mormon argument that the 'Christian concept of grace can be easily abused' is that it denies the Biblical promise that anyone who comes to Christ will be transformed by God into a new creation with a new heart created to serve Him by the power of the Holy Spirit:

· "Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away, behold new things have come" (2 Cor. 5:17). 

· "Since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him" (Col. 3:10). 

· "Be renewed in the spirit of your mind and put on the new self, which in God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth" (Eph. 4:23-24). 

· "However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you" (Rom. 8:9). 

· "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me" (Gal. 2:20). 

· "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you, and I will remove the heart of stone...and I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes" (Ezekiel. 36:26-27). 

A second problem with the Mormon teaching on salvation is that it reveals a misunderstanding of the place of works in a Christian's life as described in the New Testament.

a. Works do not help us earn God's favor:

· "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes" (Rom. 10:4). 

· "I do not frustrate the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died needlessly" (Gal. 2:21). 

· "He saved us not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to his mercy" (Titus 3:5). 

b. Rather, works that God does through us glorify Him and prove we are Christians:

· "I will show you my faith by my works" (James 2:18). 

· "By this all men will know you are my disciples, if you have love for one another" (Jn. 13:34). 

· "We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren" (1 Jn. 3:14). 

· "...that they may be perfected in unity, that the world may know that You [God the Father] sent Me [Jesus] and loved Me" (Jn. 17:23). 

· "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure" (Phil. 3:12-13). 

· "We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them" (Eph. 2:10). 

What is more, salvation by works is not even possible. Why not? First, because even our best deeds are impure and ineffective:

· "our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment" (Is. 64:6). 

· We are "justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the law; since by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified" (Gal. 2:16). 

· "For the law...can never by the same sacrifices year by year...make perfect those who draw near...but in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins" (Heb. 10:1-4). 

· "Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins" (Heb 10:11). 

· "For the law made nothing perfect" (Heb 7:19). 

· "For if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died needlessly" (Gal. 2:21). 

· "For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law" (Gal. 3:21-22). 

Second, God's standard is too high for us to attain---absolute perfection:

· "Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all" (James 2:10). 

· Jesus explained that God's standard was much higher than just outward deeds: "Whoever shall say [to his brother] 'you fool' shall be guilty enough to go into the hell of fire" (Matt. 5:22); "Every one who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in his heart" (Matt. 5:28); "Every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it on the day of judgement" (Matt. 12:36). 

If we are all guilty of breaking the whole law, how many good works will it take to redeem us? Therefore, the Bible can make the outrageous and wonderful promise that we can know for sure that we will go to heaven, because the work of redemption by Jesus is complete:

· "These things I have written unto you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life" (1 Jn. 5:13). 

· "therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 5:1). 

· "Therefore brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus" (Heb. 10:19). 

· Jesus told his followers who believe that they have eternal life (Jn. 1:12; 5:24; 6:40; 20:31). 

That there could be nothing left for us to do is incomprehensible to Mormons. Yet the Bible says we are to rest in the finished work of Christ:

· "For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His (Heb. 4:10). 

3. The Mormon church teaches that the 'gospel' consists of Christ's redemptive work plus our obedience to laws, principles, ordinances, and rites.

· The Book of Mormon says of salvation: "for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all that we can do" (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 25:23). 

· The LDS Third Article of Faith states: "We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Pearl of Great Price: Articles of Faith). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith states: "man merits through his own acts through life and by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.134). 

· Spencer W. Kimball stated: "living all the commandments guarantees total forgiveness of sins and assures one of exaltation...trying is not sufficient. Nor is repentance when one merely tries to abandon sin" (The Miracle of Forgivness, p.164-165, 354-355). 

Because these 'ordinances of the gospel' can only be kept in the LDS church, the Mormon church claims to be the only path to true salvation.

4. The Bible teaches that the 'gospel' (good news) is the message of Christ's complete redemptive work. As Paul explains to the church at Corinth, "the gospel which I preached to you, which you also received, in which you also stand, by which you also are saved" (1 Cor. 15:1-2):

· "I also delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time..." (1 Cor. 15:1-6). 

And to the church at Rome, Paul says:

· "the gospel of God, which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures concerning His Son, who was born of the seed of David accordng to the flesh, who was declared with power to be the Son of God by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 1:1-4). 

Central to this message, as indicated by the highlighted words in the above passages, is the historical, verifiable fact that Christ was raised from the dead (1 Cor. 15:12-14):

· it was the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, validating Jesus as Messiah, 

· it was the culmination of His miraculous power, validating Jesus as Messiah, 

· it was verified by several sets of witnesses (over 500), 

· it confirmed that God accepted Christ's sacrifice for our sins (1 Cor. 15:17), 

· it gives us hope for our own resurrection (1Cor. 15:19-20). 

Our part is not to perform works in order to gain acceptance, our part is that we believe and receive Jesus Christ, which means placing our total trust in Him for salvation. This is the meaning of the Greek word John used for 'believe' over 50 times in his gospel:

· "Through His name every one who believes in Him has received forgiveness of sins " (Acts 10:43). 

· "He who hears my word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and does not come into judgement" (Jn. 5:24). 

· "Every one who beholds the Son, and believes in Him, may have eternal life, and I myself will raise him up on the last day" (Jn. 6:40). 

· "As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe on His name" (Jn. 1:12). 

· "By grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God" (Eph. 2:8). 

5. Mormons teach that the LDS Church is the only way to enter the highest heaven.
· The Mormon scriptures state: "this church [Joseph Smith's]... only true and living church upon the face of the whole earth" (Doctrine and Covenants, 1:30). 

· Apostle Bruce McConkie states: "There is no salvation outside The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" (Mormon Doctrine, p.670). 

· Marion Romney (speaking as a member of the LDS First Presidency) said, "This Church is the ensign on the mountain spoken of by the Old Testament prophets. It is the way, the truth, and the life" (Conference Report, April, 1961, pg. 119). 

· Mormon president and prophet Brigham Young declared: "he that confesseth not that Jesus has come in the flesh and sent Joseph Smith with the fullness of the Gospel to this generation, is not of God, but is anti-christ" (Journal of Discourses, vol.9, p.312). 

· Mormon president and prophet Ezra Taft Benson stated: "This is not just another Church. This is not just one of a family of Christian churches. This is THE Church and kingdom of God, THE only true Church upon the face of the earth..." (Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p.164-165). 

What is more, Mormon leaders have taught that Joseph Smith must give his consent before anyone can enter heaven:

· [There is] "no salvation without accepting Joseph Smith" (Joseph Fielding Smith, in Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.190). 

· "No man or woman in this dispensation will ever enter into the celestial kingdom of God without the consent of Joseph Smith" (Brigham Young, in Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p.289). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "If it had not been for Joseph Smith and the restoration, there would be no salvation" (Mormon Doctrine, p.670). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith said: "If Joseph Smith was verily a prophet, and if he told the truth...no man can reject that testimony without incurring the most dreadful consequences, for he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.190). 

· Brigham Young stated: "every man and woman must have the certificate of Joseph Smith, junior, as a passport to their entrance into the mansion where God and Christ are" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p.289). 

· George Q. Cannon: "If we get our salvation, we shall have to pass by him [Joseph Smith]; if we enter our glory, it will be through the authority he has received. We cannot get around him [Joseph Smith]" (quoted in the Melchizedek Priesthood Study Guide, p. 142, 1988). 

Any true Christian should be appalled by these statements because they undermine the completed and accepted sacrifice of Christ.

6. The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ is the ONLY way to God and heaven.
· Jesus said: "I am THE way, THE truth, and THE life; no one comes to the Father but through Me" (Jn. 14:6). 

· "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name [Jesus] under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 

· "For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and man, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim 2:5). 

7. The Mormon church teaches there are three levels to heaven, and only those who are worthy LDS members will attain the highest level:

· Telestial Kingdom - is where unbelievers go: "These are they who received not the gospel of Christ, neither the testimony of Jesus...who receive not his fullness in the eternal world", but shall be "redeemed from the devil [at] the last resurrection" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 82-86). 

· Terrestrial Kingdom - is for religious people who aren't Mormons and for Mormons who have not met the requirements of the Church, i.e., "Honorable men of the earth who are blinded by the craftiness of men and who therefore do not accept and live the gospel law" (Mormon Doctrine, p. 784). While this level is not as desirable as the Celestial Kingdom, the presence of the Son is evident there: "These are they who receive of his glory but not of his fulness... the presence of the Son, but not the fullness of the Father...who are not valiant in the testimony of Jesus...they obtain not the crown over the kingdom of God" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 76-79). 

· Celestial Kingdom - is for Mormons who have kept ALL of the laws and ordinances of their church: "These are they who received the testimony of Jesus, and believed on his name and were baptized...in the water...keeping the commandments that they might be washed and cleansed from all their sins, and receive the Holy Spirit ..." (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 51-57).; "they are gods, even the sons of God...these shall dwell in the presence of God and his Christ forever...whose names are written in heaven" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 58-68). 

What will the celestial kingdom supposedly be like for a good Mormon? He will be a god and he will rule over a planet with his wives and spirit children.

Incidentally, the Mormon doctrine about the three levels of heaven is derived from two verses in the Bible, 2 Cor. 12:2 and 1 Cor. 15:40, where the Apostle Paul refers to different degrees of glory (see below) and to someone (presumably himself) as being caught up in the "third heaven". Mormon leaders have completely misinterpreted and misconstrued these verses to mean that there are three levels of heaven. The additional "revelation" from which they get the three levels supposedly came to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon on Feb. 16, 1832 as recorded in Section 76 of the Doctrine and Covenants.

8. The Bible describes only one heaven as a believer's reward. Heaven is the place where:

· Only true believers in Christ will be allowed entrance (Hebrews 12:23; John 3:16-21; Rev. 2:11; 20:6). 

· Believers will abide with God for all eternity in His presence. The light of the Lamb will fill it (Rev. 21:23). 

· Entrance will not be attained by works. 

The Bible does use the term for 'heaven' in three ways, although it never distinguishes between 3 levels relevant to our eternal destiny:

· A 'first' heaven is the earth's atmosphere: "The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands" (Deut. 28:12). See also Deut. 11:17; Judges 5:4; Acts 14:17. 

· A 'second' heaven is outer space (sun, moon and stars stars): "They will be exposed to the sun and the moon and all the stars of the heavens which they have loved and served" (Jeremiah 8:2). See also Ps. 19:4,6; Is. 13:10. 

· A 'third' heaven is the dwelling place of God: "then hear from heaven, your dwelling place" (1 Kings 8:30). See also Ps. 2:4; Matt. 5:16. 

There will be different degrees of reward in heaven, which are then cast at Jesus' feet (Rev. 4:4,10), but all who are there will be with Christ (Rev. 22:4-5).

9. Mormon leaders teach that there is no eternal hell. Although the Book of Mormon mentions a literal, everlasting hell (e.g. 2 Nephi 28), later 'revelations' to church leaders teach the concept of a "preparatory stage between death and a final judgement", similar to the Catholic concept of purgatory.

· John A Widtsoe, Mormon Apostle states: "The meanest sinner will find some place in the heavenly realm...In the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, there is no Hell. All will find a measure of salvation" (Joseph Smith-Seeker After Truth, p.177-178, 1951). 

· Mormon historian B.H. Roberts explains: "Christians believed that to receive eternal punishment was to be punished eternally. This popular Christian error was corrected in a revelation" (Outlines of Ecclesiastical History, p.408). 

· One of the Mormon 'revelations' states: "Nevertheless, it is not written that there shall be no end to this torment" (Doctrine and Covenants 19:6). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith explains the meaning of that passage: "We learn from the Doctrine and Covenants that eternal punishment, or everlasting punishment, does not mean that a man condemned will endure this punishment forever" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.2, p.160). 

Mormons claim that the inhabitants of hell will receive a second chance at redemption:

· Joseph Fielding Smith stated: "Every man who hears the gospel message is under obligation to receive it. If he fails, then in the spirit world he will be called upon to receive it" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.2, p.183). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith also stated: "they will first go to hell and remain there until the corruption with which they are impregnated is burnt out; and the day will yet come when they will come to me and acknowledge me as their Savior, and I will redeem them and bring them forth from hell" (Journal of Discourses, vol.3, p.109). 

· Joseph Smith claimed to receive a 'revelation' showing him that: "These are they who are thrust down into hell...who shall not be redeemed from the devil until the last resurrection" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 84-85). 

Mormons also teach that a special place called perdition is reserved "for Satan, and the Sons of Perdition, angels who rebelled with him and also for men who commit the unpardonable sin" (Talmage, A Study of the Articles of Faith).

10. The Bible warns that a real and eternal hell awaits those who do not trust in Christ in this life. In fact, of the 24 times hell is referenced in the New Testament, 22 of those were made by Jesus (McElveen).

· Those who will go to hell include every person who does not place trusting faith in Christ for redemption from their sins (John 3:18). 

· Jesus specifically described how real hell is for unbelievers (Matt. 8:12, 25:41-46). 

· It is eternal separation from God in a painful and final state (Rev. 14:10-11; 2 Thess. 1:9). 

· It is, in actuality, a second death (Rev. 21:8). 

The Bible does not speak of any opportunity to obtain salvation after rejecting Christ in this life; rather it says:

· "it is appointed for men to die once, and after this comes judgement" (Heb. 9:27). 

11. Mormon leaders teach that 'salvation' is universal. This is in addition to, and distinct from, the biblical concept that "there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked" (Acts 24:15). To Mormons, salvation is equated with resurrection:

· John A Widtsoe states: "In the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, there is no Hell. All will find a measure of salvation" (Joseph Smith-Seeker After Truth, p.177-178, 1951). 

· James Talmage states: "Even the unbeliever, the heathen, and the child who dies before reaching the years of discretion, all are redeemed by the Savior's self-sacrifice from the individual consequences of the fall (A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.58). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith again: "Those who live lives of wickedness may also be heirs of salvation, that is, they too shall be redeemed from death and from hell eventually" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.2, p.133). 

12. The Bible teaches that salvation is only for those who trust in Christ.
John uses the word "believe" at least 55 times in his gospel, including the following references to salvation:

· "He who hears my word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and does not come into judgement" (Jn. 5:24). 

· "Every one who beholds the Son, and believes in Him, may have eternal life, and I myself will raise him up on the last day" (Jn. 6:40). 

· "As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe on His name" (Jn. 1:12). 

· "He who believes has eternal life" (Jn. 6:47). 

· "He who believes in the Son has eternal life" (John 3:36). 

· "Whoever believes may in Him have eternal life" (Jn. 3:15). 

· "Whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life" (Jn. 3:16). 

In the sense that the apostle John used the Greek word for believe, he did not mean mere intellectual ascension, but placing our total trust in Jesus for salvation. That is why, in the same context, Jesus used other verbs to indicate a definite action on the believer's part:

· ""Whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst" (Jn. 4:14). 

· "He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life" (Jn. 5:54). 

· "This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die" (Jn. 6:50). 

· "Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man and drink of His blood you have no life in yourselves" (Jn. 6:53). 

· "This is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent" (Jn. 17:2). 

13. The Mormon church teaches that the dead outside of Christ can get to heaven (albeit the terrestial kingdom) by proxy baptism. Mormons believe that there is a "paradise" or spirit world where all will go after death. In this spirit world, there are missionaries who give people one more chance to accept or reject the message of Mormonism. If one accepts, they are baptized by proxy into the church here on earth. This ceremony is performed in one of the LDS temples and is the primary reason why Mormons research and keep genealogical records (Doctrine and Covenants section 128).

· "And the chosen messengers went forth to declare...Thus was the gospel preached to those who had died in their sins, without a knowledge of the truth, or in transgression, having rejected the prophets. These were taught faith in God, repentance from sin, vicarious baptism for the remission of sins...and all other principles of the gospel that were necessary for them to know in order to qualify themselves...and so it was made known among the dead" (Doctrine and Covenants 138:31-35). 

· "The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is to seek after our dead...Those saints who neglect it in behalf of their deceased relatives, do it at peril of their own salvation" (Joseph Smith, in Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.356, 196). 

· "These are the principles in relation to the dead and the living...their salvation is necessary and essential to our salvation...they without us cannot be made perfect---neither can we without our dead be made perfect...there is a welding link of some kind or other between the fathers and the children...it is baptism for the dead. For we without them cannot be made perfect" (Doctrine and Covenants 128:15,18). 

This doctrine is derived from one verse in the Bible (1 Cor. 15:29) where Paul refers to a fringe group practicing baptism for the dead. Even the Encyclopedia of Mormonism (published by the LDS church) admits: "He [Paul] refers to a practice of vicarious baptism, a practice for which we have no other evidence in the Pauline or other New Testament or early Christian writings", and also agrees with the interpretation that it is not a doctrine Paul advocates: "Paul clearly refers to a distinct group within the Church, a group that he accuses of inconsistency between ritual and doctrine".

14. The Bible teaches that this life is our only chance to receive Christ.

· "It is appointed for men to die once, and after this comes judgement" (Heb. 9:27). 

· "An hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth, those who committed the good deeds, to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgement" (Jn. 5:28-29). 

· "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John 3:36). 

Mormons may ask 'then what does 1 Cor. 15:29 mean?'

· "Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for them?" (1 Cor. 15:29). 

This verse must be understood in the context of the whole passage. Paul raises the subject of baptism in the context of expressing his concern about party factions among the Christians at Corinth (1 Cor. 1:14-17). Rather than endorsing baptism for the dead, Paul associates it with a group (perhaps the Marchionite sect) whom he has already identified (15:12) as being in deep error. He is saying that even this group, who deny the resurrection, are baptizing for the dead in anticipation of resurrection.

The impersonal manner in which Paul refers to practitioners of proxy baptism also indicates he is not endorsing the practice: "what will those do who are baptized for the dead...why then are they baptized for them?" The impersonal 'they' contrasts markedly with the way Paul addresses believers in the same chapter, as 'you' (v. 1, 2, 3, 11, 12, 14, 17, 31, 34, 36, 51, 58), or 'we', or 'us' (15: 3, 15, 19, 30, 32, 49, 51, 52). In the context of 15:29, 'they' refers to the ones who are denying the resurrection, the ones the entire passage is written to refute (15:12).

This is exactly the understanding of the text held by the early Christian writer Tertullian. Writing about A.D. 180, he makes this comment on 1 Cor. 15:29 — "His [Paul’s] only aim in alluding to it was that he might all the more firmly insist upon the resurrection of the body, in proportion as they who were vainly baptized for the dead resorted to the practice from their belief of such a resurrection". The apostle Peter accurately predicted that Paul's words would be misinterpreted and misconstrued by some:

· "Our beloved brother Paul...wrote to you, as also in all his letters...in which there are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction" (2 Peter 3:15-16). 

Statements made by Joseph Smith about himself

· "I have more to boast of than ever any man had. I am the only man that has ever been able to keep a whole church together since the days of Adam...Neither Paul, John, Peter, nor Jesus ever did it. I boast that no man ever did such a work as I. The followers of Jesus ran away from Him, but the Latter-day Saints never ran away from me yet" (History of the Church, vol. 6, p.408-409). 

· "If you tell them that God made the world out of something, they will call you a fool. But I am learned, and know more than all the world put together" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.350-352). 

· "...how very strange it was that an obscure boy, of a little over fourteen years of age...should be thought a character of sufficient importance to attract the attention of the great ones of the most popular sects of the day, and in a manner to create in them a spirit of the most bitter persecution and reviling. But strange or not, so it was...I have thought since that I felt much like Paul" (from Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith-History 1:23-24). 

· "God made Aaron to be the mouthpiece for the children of Israel, and He will make me be god to you in His stead...and if you don't like it, you must lump it!" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.363). 

· "I will prove that the world is wrong, by showing what God is...God himself was once as we are now and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great secret...I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you may see" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.345) 
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The Mormon Church Claims to be the Only True Church

Does Joseph Smith Jr. play a role in our salvation?
· Joseph Fielding Smith said: [There is] "no salvation without accepting Joseph Smith. If Joseph Smith was verily a prophet, and if he told the truth...no man can reject that testimony without incurring the most dreadful consequences, for he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p.190). 

· Brigham Young stated: "no man or woman in this dispensation will ever enter into the celestial kingdom of God without the consent of Joseph Smith...every man and woman must have the certificate of Joseph Smith, junior, as a passport to their entrance into the mansion where God and Christ are" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p.289). 

· Brigham Young also declared, "he that confesseth not that Jesus has come in the flesh and sent Joseph Smith with the fullness of the Gospel to this generation, is not of God, but is anti-christ" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 9, p.312). 

· President George Q. Cannon said: "If we get our salvation, we shall have to pass by him [Joseph Smith]; if we enter our glory, it will be through the authority he has received. We cannot get around him [Joseph Smith]" (as quoted in 1988 Melchizedek Priesthood Study Guide, p. 142). 

Can salvation can come only through the LDS Church?
· Mormon scriptures claim that the LDS church is "the only true and living church upon the face of the whole earth" (Doctrine and Covenants, 1:30). 

· Joseph Smith stated: "This [the LDS] Church...is the only true and living church upon the face of the whole earth" (Doctrine and Covenants 1:30). 

· President Ezra Taft Benson said: "This is not just another Church. This is not just one of a family of Christian churches. This is the Church and kingdom of God, the only true Church upon the face of the earth..." (Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p.164-165). 

· Bruce McConkie stated: "If it had not been for Joseph Smith and the restoration, there would be no salvation. There is no salvation outside The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" (Mormon Doctrine, p.670). 

· Marion Romney (LDS First Presidency) said, "This Church is the ensign on the mountain spoken of by the Old Testament prophets. It is the way, the truth, and the life" (Conference Report, April, 1961, pg. 119). 

Statements by Mormon Leaders about Christian churches (made by many of the LDS Prophet-Presidents):

· Joseph Smith stated that God told him: "they [other churches] were all wrong; and the Personage who addressed me said that their creeds were an abomination in his sight; that those professors were all corrupt" (from Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith-History 1:19). 

· Joseph Smith continues: "for the teachers of religion of the different sects understood the same passages of scripture so differently as to destroy all confidence in settling the question by an appeal to the Bible" (from Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith-History 1:12). "What is it that inspires professors of Christianity generally with a hope of salvation? It is that smooth, sophisticated influence of the devil, by which he deceives the whole world" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.270). 

· Questions put to Joseph Smith: "'Do you believe the Bible?' [Smith:]'If we do, we are the only people under heaven that does, for there are none of the religious sects of the day that do'. When asked 'Will everybody be damned, but Mormons'? [Smith replied] 'Yes, and a great portion of them, unless they repent, and work righteousness." (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 119). 

· Brigham Young stated this repeatedly: "When the light came to me I saw that all the so-called Christian world was grovelling in darkness" (Journal of Discourses 5:73); "The Christian world, so-called, are heathens as to the knowledge of the salvation of God" (Journal of Discourses 8:171); "With a regard to true theology, a more ignorant people never lived than the present so-called Christian world" (Journal of Discourses 8:199); "And who is there that acknowledges [God's] hand? ...You may wander east, west, north, and south, and you cannot find it in any church or government on the earth, except the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, p.24); "Should you ask why we differ from other Christians, as they are called, it is simply because they are not Christians as the New Testament defines Christianity" (Journal of Discourses 10:230). 

· Orson Pratt proclaimed: "Both Catholics and Protestants are nothing less than the 'whore of Babylon' whom the Lord denounces by the mouth of John the Revelator as having corrupted all the earth by their fornications and wickedness. Any person who shall be so corrupt as to receive a holy ordinance of the Gospel from the ministers of any of these apostate churches will be sent down to hell with them, unless they repent" (The Seer, p. 255). 

· Pratt also said: "This great apostasy commenced about the close of the first century of the Christian era, and it has been waxing worse and worse from then until now" (Journal of Discourses, vol.18, p.44) and: "But as there has been no Christian Church on the earth for a great many centuries past, until the present century, the people have lost sight of the pattern that God has given according to which the Christian Church should be established, and they have denominated a great variety of people Christian Churches, because they profess to be ...But there has been a long apostasy, during which the nations have been cursed with apostate churches in great abundance" (Journal of Discourses, 18:172). 

· President John Taylor stated: "Christianity...is a perfect pack of nonsense...the devil could not invent a better engine to spread his work than the Christianity of the nineteenth century." (Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, p.167); "Where shall we look for the true order or authority of God? It cannot be found in any nation of Christendom." (Journal of Discourses, 10:127). 

· James Talmage said: "A self-suggesting interpretation of history indicates that there has been a great departure from the way of salvation as laid down by the Savior, a universal apostasy from the Church of Christ". (A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.182). 

· President Joseph Fielding Smith said: "Doctrines were corrupted, authority lost, and a false order of religion took the place of the gospel of Jesus Christ, just as it had been the case in former dispensations, and the people were left in spiritual darkness." (Doctrines of Salvation, p.266). "For hundreds of years the world was wrapped in a veil of spiritual darkness, until there was not one fundamental truth belonging to the place of salvation ...Joseph Smith declared that in the year 1820 the Lord revealed to him that all the 'Christian' churches were in error, teaching for commandments the doctrines of men" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 3, p.282). 

· More recent statements by apostle Bruce McConkie are also very clear: "Apostasy was universal...And this darkness still prevails except among those who have come to a knowledge of the restored gospel" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol 3, p.265); "Thus the signs of the times include the prevailing apostate darkness in the sects of Christendom and in the religious world in general" (The Millennial Messiah, p.403); "a perverted Christianity holds sway among the so-called Christians of apostate Christendom" (Mormon Doctrine, p.132); "virtually all the millions of apostate Christendom have abased themselves before the mythical throne of a mythical Christ whom they vainly suppose to be a spirit essence who is incorporeal uncreated, immaterial and three-in-one with the Father and Holy Spirit" (Mormon Doctrine, p.269); "Gnosticism is one of the great pagan philosophies which antedated Christ and the Christian Era and which was later commingled with pure Christianity to form the apostate religion that has prevailed in the world since the early days of that era." (Mormon Doctrine, p.316). 

· President George Q. Cannon said: "After the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized, there were only two churches upon the earth. They were known respectively as the Church of the Lamb of God and Babylon. The various organizations which are called churches throughout Christendom, though differing in their creeds and organizations, have one common origin. They all belong to Babylon" (Gospel Truth, p.324). 

· President Wilford Woodruff stated: "the Gospel of modern Christendom shuts up the Lord, and stops all communication with Him. I want nothing to do with such a Gospel, I would rather prefer the Gospel of the dark ages, so called" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 2, p.196). 
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References: Mormon vs Biblical Teachings about God 
Bible quotations are from the New American Standard version. For information on sources of Mormon quotations, see the section, "Mormon Documents".

1. The Mormon church teaches that "God is only one of many gods", because human beings can progress to become gods and godesses in the celestial kingdom (see: Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball , pp.28, 51-53).

· Mormon founder Joseph Smith describes the creation of the earth: "And they (the Gods) said, 'Let there be light'...And the Gods pronounced the dry land...And the Gods organized the earth...And the Gods planted a garden in Eden" (Pearl of Great Price
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, Abraham 4:3,10,25; 5:8). A reference to a plurality of 'Gods' occurs at least 43 times in the book of Abraham. 

· According to Joseph Smith: "The doctrine of a plurality of Gods is prominent in the Bible. The heads of the Gods appointed our God for us...you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves...the same as all Gods have done before you" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.370-372, 346). 

· Mormon Apostle and leading apologist Bruce McConkie states: "Three separate personages---Father, Son, and Holy Ghost---comprise the Godhead...As each of these persons is a God, it is evident from this standpoint alone, that a plurality of Gods exists. To us...these three are the only Gods we worship" (Mormon Doctrine, p.576-577). 

· Mormon Apostle Orson Pratt wrote "there are more gods than there are particles of matter" (Journal of Discourses, vol.2, p.345). 

· Mormon Prophet Brigham Young wrote: "How many Gods there are, I do not know. But there never was a time when there were not Gods" (Journal of Discourses v.7, p.333). 

2. The Bible consistently declares that there now is, always has been, and will ever be only ONE God:

· "the Lord, He is God; there is no other besides Him" (Deut. 4:35). 

· " I am the first, I am also the last and there is no God besides Me" (Is. 44:6, 48:12, 45:14,21-22). 

· "there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things, and we exist for Him" (1 Cor. 6:6). 

· "I am God and there is no other; I am God and there is no one like me" (Is. 46:9). 

· "...before me there was no God formed, and there will be none after me!" (Is. 43:10). 

· "For when God made the promise to Abraham, since he could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself" (Heb. 6:13). 

· "Thou alone art the LORD; thou hast made the heavens, the heaven of heavens with all their host, the earth and all that is on it" (Neh. 9:6). 

· there are many additional verses: including Isaiah chp. 45-49, 1 Tim. 1:17. 

In some biblical passages, God does refers to Himself in the plural (Gen. 1:26, Is. 41:22-23), which orthodox Christians believe is consistent with the biblical concept of the Trinity.

The Bible occasionally refers to 'gods', in two other contexts:

vi. In the context of denouncing pagan polytheism: "For even though there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords, yet for us there is but one God" (2 Cor. 8:5-6). See also: 2 Chron. 2: 5-6 and Is. 41:23. These passages are often misconstrued by Mormon missionaries to argue that the Bible is only talking about the God of this planet and not 'gods' of other worlds. However, the Bible makes no reference whatsoever to other actual 'gods' anywhere in the universe. 

vii. The Bible uses the word "Elohim" in a figurative way to refer to men carrying out a God-like function or holding God-like authority over others (Ex. 21:6; 22:8,9; Ps. 82:6). For example: "He [Aaron] shall be as a mouth for you, and you [Moses] shall be as God to him" (Ex. 4:16). 

3. Mormon theology contends that Jesus, God the Father, and the Holy Spirit are three distinct Gods. This teaching is related to the testimony of Joseph Smith, who in one version of his first vision, stated that he saw two separate personages (the Father and the Son) in the form of men:

· "When the light rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by name and said, pointing to the other 'This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!'" (Joseph Smith History 1:17). 

Other Mormon writers expound on the significance of this description:

· Bruce McConkie states: "There are three Gods...separate in personality, united in purpose, in plan, and in all attributes of perfection" (Mormon Doctrine, p.270). 

· James Talmage states: "This [the Trinity] cannot rationally be construed to mean that the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are one in substance and person" (A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.40) 

· Heber C. Kimball stated: "The Holy Ghost is a man; he is one of the sons of our Father and our God" (Journal of Discourses, vol.5, p.179).

4. The Biblical doctrine of the Trinity is an established tenant of orthodox Christianity, having been stated in most of the recognized creeds. Based on the reconciliation of many different scriptures, all of which must be true simultaneously, God is described as the Trinity, one God with three distinct persons, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit. Although not succinctly stated in a single scripture text, this concept of God's nature is consistent with the entirety of the Bible. It asserts that three divine persons share the same essence (are one and the same God). They are all coequal, coeternal, and of the same nature. A few of the many relevant passages are given below:

Regarding God the Father, the Bible emphatically states:

· "The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!" (Deut. 6:4, Mark 12:29). 

· " I am the first, I am also the last and there is no God besides Me" (Is. 44:6, 48:12, 45:14,21-22). 

· "the Lord, He is God; there is no other besides Him" (Deut. 4:35). 

Yet, both Jesus and the Holy Spirit are also identified with, and act as, God:

· "In Him [Jesus] all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form" (Col. 2:9). 

· "He [Jesus] is the radiance of His [God's] glory and the exact representation of His nature" (Heb. 1:3). 

· "But of the Son He [God] says, ‘Thy Throne O God is forever and ever’" (Heb. 1:8). 

· "Thomas answered [to Jesus] ‘My Lord and My God’" (John 20:28). 

· Jesus claimed: "I and the Father are one", meaning in essence (based on the Greek construction). Some Mormons would argue this just means 'one in purpose', but the Jews clearly understood Jesus' statement as blasphemy because they "took up stones again to stone Him" (Jn. 10:30-31). 

· Jesus also claimed: "Before Abraham was born, I AM" (Jn. 8:58), a restatement of the name God used for himself to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM" (Ex. 3:14); the Jews understood this, too, as blasphemy, and tried to stone Jesus again (Jn. 8:59). 

· "God is spirit and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth" (Jn. 4:24). 

· "Now the Lord is the Spirit" (2 Cor. 3:17). 

· "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all" (2 Cor. 13:14); all three members of the Trinity are mentioned together in this verse. 

For more detailed explanations, the reader is referred to published articles by Grider and Martin, the C.A.R.M. webpage, and my section on Jesus.

5. The Mormon church teaches that "God was once a man who achieved godhood". This doctrine, "eternal progression" is central to Mormonism, as stated in one of their frequently-used quotes:

· "As man is, God once was: as God is, man may be" (Lorenzo Snow, Millenial Star, vol.54). 

In Mormon theology, those who achieve godhood will have spirit children who will worship and pray to them just as we worship and pray to God the Father (Gospel Principles, p.290). A pictoral diagram of the Mormon view of eternal progression can be found here. This is not an isolated teaching: it has been taught by a large number of prominent LDS leaders, including its founders:

· Joseph Smith taught: "I will prove that the world is wrong, by showing what God is...God himself was once as we are now and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great secret...I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you may see" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.345); 

· Joseph Smith continues: "God himself...is a man like unto one of yourselves...God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth...You have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves" (Times and Seasons, vol.5, pp.613-614); "Here then is eternal life---to know the only wise and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves...the same as all Gods have done before you...To inherit the same power, the same glory and the same exaltation, until you arrive at the station of a God" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.346-347). 

· Brigham Young taught: "He [God] ...was once a man in mortal flesh as we are, and is now an exalted being...It appears ridiculous to the world, under their darkened and erroneous traditions, that God was once been a finite being" (Journal of Discourses, vol.7, p.333); "The Lord created you and me for the purpose of becoming Gods like himself" (Journal of Discourses, vol.3, p.93). 

· Here is Joseph Smith's revelation about Mormons attaining to the celestial kingdom: "These are they who received the testimony of Jesus, and believed on his name and were baptized...who have received of his fullness, and of his glory...they are gods" (Doctrine and Covenants 76: 51-58). 

· James Talmage explains: "We believe in a God who is Himself progressive...whose perfection consists in eternal advancement...a Being who has attained His exalted state"(A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.430, 1952). 

· Heber C. Kimbal wrote: "We shall go back to our Father and God, who is connected with one who is still farther back; and this Father is connected with one still farther back, and so on" (Journal of Discourses, vol.5, p.19); "our God is a natural man...where did he get his knowledge from? From his father, just as we get our knowledge from our earthly parents" (Journal of Discourses, vol.8, p.211). 

· Orson Pratt wrote: "The Gods who dwell in heaven...were once in a fallen state...they were exalted also, from fallen men to celestial Gods" (The Seer, p.23); "our Father in Heaven was begotten on a previous heavenly world by His Father; "He was begotten by a still more ancient Father; and so on from generation to generation, from one heavenly world to another" (The Seer, p.132). 

· Milton R. Hunter wrote: "God the Eternal Father was once a mortal man who passed through a school of earth life similar to that through which we are now passing. He became a God" (The Gospel Through the Ages, p.104);"there was a time when the Deity was much less powerful than He is today...He grew in experience and continued to grow until He attained the status of Godhood. In other words, He became a God by absolute obedience..." (The Gospel Through the Ages, p.114-115). 

· Bruce McConkie states: "God himself, the Father of us all, is a glorious, exalted, immortal, resurrected man" (Mormon Doctrine, p.642-643); "God...is a personal Being, a holy and exalted man...an anthropomorphic entity" (Mormon Doctrine, p.250); "as the Prophet [Joseph Smith] also taught, 'there is a God above the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ'" (Mormon Doctrine, p.322, 1966). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith stated: "God is an exalted man...our Father in Heaven at one time passed through a life and death and is an exalted man...The Prophet [Joseph Smith] taught that our Father had a Father and so on...promises are made to us that we may become like him" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.1, p.10-12). 

Mormon leaders have continued to teach this doctrine, as is evident by a few quotes from recent President and Prophet Spencer W. Kimball in official LDS periodicals:

· "Brethren, 225,000 of you are here tonight. I suppose that 225,000 of you may become gods" (from a speech published in The Ensign, November 1975, 1980). 

· "In each of us is the potentiality to become a God" (Tribune, Oct. 7, 1974). 

· "Man can transform himself, but he has in him the seeds of Godhood that can grow. He can lift himself by his very bootstraps" (Tribune, Sept. 18, 1974). 

· "In spite of the opposition of the sects, in the face of direct charges of blasphemy, the [LDS] Church proclaims the eternal truth: 'As man is God once was; as God is, man may be'" (James Talmage in The Articles of Faith, a widely circulated LDS doctrinal book).

Current President and Prophet Gordon Hinkley admits, albeit reluctantly, in recent interviews to believing this doctrine (San Francisco Chronicle, Sunday, 4/13/97, page 3/Z13; Time magazine August 4, 1997):

· "President Gordon Hinckley says the concept of God having been a man is not stressed any longer, but he [Hinckley] does believe that human beings can become gods in the afterlife" (Richard Ostling, interviewer for Time magazine). 

· Hinckley states: "Well, they [men] can achieve to a godly status, yes, of course they can, eternal progression. We believe in the progression of the human soul. Ours is a forward-looking religion. It's an upward-looking religion" (Public Broadcasting System; transcript dated July 18, 1997). 

Attempts to tone down the importance of this doctrine are reflected in changes made to the recent edition of the LDS book Gospel Principles, which is used to teach new members the doctrines of their church. Here is one example:

· The 1978 edition reads: "We can become Gods like our Heavenly Father. This is exaltation" (Gospel Principles, p.290, 1978); 

· but the 1997 edition reads: "We can become like our Heavenly Father. This is exaltation" (Gospel Principles, p.302, 1997). 

6. The Bible teaches that God is unchangeable and that He has eternally existed as God:
· "I am God and not man, the Holy One" (Hosea 11:8) 

· "God is not a man that He should lie" (Num. 23:19) 

· "Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God" (Ps. 90:2) 

· "Thou art from everlasting" (Ps. 93:2) 

· "Thou art the same" (Ps. 102:27) 

· "For I, the Lord, do not change" (Mal. 3:6) 

· See also: Is. 43:10; Is. 44:6, 8; Is. 48:11. 

Mormons sometimes cite passages that speak of God 'repenting' (Gen. 6:6, Ex. 32:14, 1 Sam. 15:11,35) as evidence that He changes, yet none of the passages speak of a change in God's nature, only in an apparent change in His action.

7. In Mormon theology, "God has flesh and bones" and is therefore limited in capacity. According to Mormon authors:

· "God is an organized being just as we are who are now in the flesh" (Gospel Doctrine, p.64). 

· "The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's (Doctrine and Covenants 130:22). 

· "God is not omnipresent...cannot be physically present in more than one place at a time"; "If God possesses a form, that form is of necessity of definite proportions, and therefore of limited extension and space. It is impossible for Him to occupy at one time more than one space of such limits" (Talmage, A Study of the Articles of Faith, p.43,48). 

· Brigham Young declared: "Some would have us believe that God is present everywhere. It is not so" (Journal of Discourses, vol.6, p.345). 

· Carfred Broderick writes: "God is a procreating personage of flesh and bone" (Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Autumn, 1967, p.100-101). 

8. God, as described in the Bible is omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent. The Bible clearly states that God is Spirit and therefore invisible:

· "God is Spirit and those that worship Him must worship him in spirit and truth" (John 4:24). 

· "A spirit does not have flesh and bones" (Lk. 24:39). 

· "No man has seen God at any time" (Jn 1:18). 

· Jesus said: "No man has seen the Father, except the One who is from God" (Jn. 4:46). 

· "And He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God" (Col. 1:15). 

· "Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God" (1 Tim. 1:17). 

· "For he [Moses] endured, as seeing Him [God] who is unseen" (Heb. 11:27). 

· "who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see" (1 Tim. 6:16). 

If God had a body, He would be limited by time and space (Beckwith), which the Bible says He is not:

· God is Omnipotent: "I [God] will do whatever I choose" (Is. 46:10); "You [God] are all-powerful, what you can conceive, you can perform" (Jb. 42:2); "To you [God] nothing is impossible" (Jer. 32:17); "For God everything is possible" (Matt. 19:26). 

· God is Omniscient, because He has total knowledge of the past, present and future: "Our Lord is great, all-powerful, of infinite understanding" (Ps. 147:5); "He sees to the ends of the earth, and observes all that lies under heaven (Jb. 28:24); "From the beginning I [God] foretold the future and predicted beforehand what is to be" (Is. 46:10). 

· God is Omnipresent: "Yahweh is indeed in heaven above as in earth beneath" (Deut. 4:39); "the heavens cannot contain you [God]" (1 Kings 8:27); "Yet...he [God] is not far from any of us, since it is in him that we live and move and exist" (Acts 17:24-28). 

· God is Sustainer of the Universe: "you [God] made all the universe and it was only by your will that everything was made and exists" (Rev. 4:11); "it is He who gives everything, including life and breath, to everyone" (Acts 17:25); "for in Him all things were created in heaven and on earth...before anything was created He existed, and He holds all things together" (Col. 1:16-7). 

While Mormons probably will not argue with the above verses, their view that God has flesh and bones precludes His possession of the other characteristics. To try to prove God's corporeality, Mormons often cite passages such as "the man Yahweh knew face to face" (Deut. 34:10); "Yahweh said...'I will...shield you with my hand...you shall see the back of me, but my face is not to be seen'" (Ex. 33:22-23). There are several serious flaws with this approach:

· These anthropomorphic metaphors are used by Biblical writers (in this case, Moses) to describe particular actions of God in human terms, and need to be interpreted using standard hermeneutical principles; e.g., they must be interpreted in accord with the rest of scripture. 

· These passages refer to the God of the Old Testament, which Mormons teach is the pre-incarnant Jesus, before he became corporeal; they cannot logically use them to support their argument that the God of the Old Testament had flesh and bones (Beckwith). 

· Such literal interpretations must also lead to the ridiculous conclusion that God has feathers and wings (Ps. 91:4) and is on fire (Heb. 12:29; Deut. 4:24), that He is a door (Jn. 10:9), a fountain (Ps. 91:4), a loaf of bread (Jn. 6:35,51), and a vine (Jn. 15:1-5), etc. This sort of reasoning ignores the literary style and intent of the author. 

Mormons might also argue: 'What about the statements in Genesis (1:27, 9:6) that man was made in the image of God. Doesn't that mean God is like man?' No, these verses must be interpreted in context and in accord with the entirety of scripture, where very clear statements are made about God's spirit nature (e.g. Jn. 4:24, see above). For example, the Genesis phrase 'In the image of God' must obviously refer to man's intellectual capability, self-awareness, speech, spiritual nature, God-awareness, etc. (McElveen). For example, the Bible also states that "God is not a man" in the sense that "he cannot lie" (Num. 23:19).

9. The Mormon church teaches that we have a Heavenly Mother as well as a Heavenly Father. 
· Brigham Young stated: "Brother Kimball quoted a saying of Joseph the Prophet, that he would not worship a God who had not a father; and I do not know that he would if he had not a mother; the one would be as absurd as the other" (Journal of Discourses, vol.9, p.286). 

· Apostle Orson Pratt stated: "But if we have a heavenly Mother as well as a heavenly Father, is it not right that we should worship the Mother of our spirits as well as the Father? No...it is lawful for the children to worship the King of Heaven, but not the 'Queen of heaven'" (The Seer, p.159). 

· Apostle Bruce McConkie writes: "Implicit in the Christian verity that all men are the spirit children of an Eternal Father is the usually unspoken truth that they are also the offspring of an eternal mother. An exalted and glorified Man of Holiness (Moses 6:57) could not be a Father unless a woman of like glory, perfection, and holiness was associated with him as a mother...This doctrine that there is a mother in heaven was affirmed in plainess by the First Presidency of the Church...when...they said..'that all men and women are in the similitude of the universal Father and Mother'" (Mormon Doctrine, p.516, 1966). 

· Milton R. Hunter (First Council of the Presidency) states: "The stupendous truth of the existence of a Heavenly Mother, as well as a Heavenly Father, became established facts in Mormon theology" (The Gospel Through the Ages, p.98, 1958). 

· Linda Wilcox reports recent discussion of this subject in the LDS Church: "Lately there has been increased discussion and speculation about how we can or do relate to our Heavenly Mother (or possibly mothers?). Orson Pratt taught that we are not to worship the mother of our spirits although we worship the father...Rodger Clawson, however, pointed out that men as well as women and children crave a Mother in Heaven to worship and 'yearn to adore her'. He said, 'It doesn't take from our worship of the Eternal Father, to adore our Eternal Mother... Currently, there is no encouragement on the part of the Mormon church leaders to pray to a Heavenly Mother, and in fact even active discouragement...Still, there has been recently a more evident desire to reach out to Mother in Heaven in some way..." (Sunstone, vol. 5, no.5, p.13-14). 

10. The Bible simply makes no reference whatsoever to a Heavenly Mother nor to a wife for God.

11. Mormon leaders, Brigham Young in particular, have taught that Adam was God. Although this doctrine has been officially repudiated by the LDS church in recent times, it is well documented that it was consistently and repeatedly taught by Brigham Young and other church leaders. This serves to undermine their claims to authority as true prophets and spokesmen for God.

· Brigham Young proclaimed: "Now hear it, O inhabitants of the earth, Jew and Gentile, Saint and sinner! When our father Adam came into the garden of Eden, he came into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him. He helped to make and organize this world. He is Michael, the Archangel, the Ancient of Days, about whom holy men have written and spoken---He is our father and our God, and the only God with whom we have to do" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, p.50-51, a sermon given on April 9, 1852). 

· Brigham Young stated: "Jesus, our elder brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same character that was in the garden of Eden, and who is our Father in Heaven" (Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, p.50-51). 

Brigham Young also said that when his sermons were corrected, they were scripture (Journal of Discourses, vol. 13, p.95). The one above was printed one year later in the Church's Millenial Star paper and in the Journal of Discourses where Brigham Young had to approve it. Hovever, he did not correct or amend it over the ensuing 25 years before his death in 1877. Much to the contrary, on June 18, 1873 the Deseret News printed another of his sermons in which he stated:

· "How much unbelief exists in the minds of the Latter-day Saints in regard to one particular doctrine which I have revealed to them, and which God revealed to me...namely that Adam is our Father and God...Our Father Adam is the man who stands at the gate and holds the keys to everlasting life and salvation to all his children who have or ever will come upon the earth" (Brigham Young, Deseret News, June 18, 1873). 

President Young felt strongly about criticism he received from others in the LDS Church, notably Orson Pratt, about this doctrine: "Now, let all who may hear these doctrines, pause before they make light of them, or treat them with indifference, for they will prove their salvation or damnation" (Journal of Discourses, vol.1, p.50-51).

· F.D. Richards, a prominent Mormon confirms this was doctrine: "Concerning the doctrine that Adam is our Father and God...the prophet and Apostle Brigham has declared it, and that is the word of the Lord" (Millenial Star, August 26, 1854, vol.16, p.534). 

· Hosea Stout confirms this: "Another meeting this evening. President B. Young taught that Adam was the Father of Jesus and the Only God to us" (Diary of Hosea Stout, April 9, 1852, vol. 2, p.435). 

· Other leaders taught it, including George Q. Cannon: "Jesus Christ is Jehovah...Adam is his Father and our God" (Diary of Abraham H. Cannon, June 23, 1889, vol.11, p.39). 

· Mormon A.F. McDonald commented: "The doctrine preached by [President] Young for a few years back wherein he says that Adam is our God---the God we worship--- most of the people believe it...if the President makes a statement it is not our prerogative to dispute it...when I first heard the doctrine of Adam being our Father and God, I was favorably impressed---enjoyed and hailed it as a new Revelation" (Minutes of the School of Prophets, Provo, UT, 1868-1871, p.38-39). 

· Mormon Edward W. Tullidge wrote: "Adam is our Father and God. He is the God of the Earth. So says Brigham Young" and "When Brigham Young proclaimed to the nations that Adam was our Father and God, and Eve, his partner, the Mother of a world---both in a mortal and celestial sense---he made the most important revelation ever oracled to the race since the days of Adam himself" (The Women of Mormondom, p.79,179,196-197, 1877). 

· John Nuttal records: "Prest Young was filled with the spirit of God & revelation & said...Father Adam's oldest son (Jesus the Savior) who is the heir of the family is Father Adam's first begotten in the spirit world" (Wednesday Feb. 7, 1877, Journal of John Nuttal, vol.1, p.18-21). 

These are only a few of the evidences that Brigham Young taught the Adam-God doctrine. Additional documentation can be found in the Journal of Discourses (vol.5, p.331-332) and in articles of the Millenial Star (vol.15, p.801; vol.16, p.482,530,534; vol.17, p.195) and Deseret News (June 14, 1873).

Most recent Mormon leaders deny that Brigham Young taught this doctrine, claim it was erroneously transcribed, or denounce it as false. However, because Young's statements can be extremely well documented, this undermines the credibility of one or both parties 12,13.

· Spencer W. Kimball stated: "We warn you against the dissemination of doctrines which are not according to the scriptures and which are alleged to have been taught by some of the General Authorities of past generations. Such, for instance, is the Adam-God theory. We denounce that theory and hope that everyone will be cautioned against this and other kinds of false doctrine" (Church News, October 9, 1976). 

· Joseph Fielding Smith said this about Brigham Young's statements: "in all probability, the sermon was erroneously transcribed" (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.1, p.96). 

· Hugh Brown (a member of the First Presidency) stated: "The Adam-God doctrine is not the doctrine of the Church, and the reports on that subject as published in the Journal of Discourses are not accurate" (in a letter dated May 13, 1966). 

· More recently, Apostle Bruce McConkie admits: "Yes, President Young did teach that Adam was the father of our spirits, and all the related things the cultists [orthodox Christians] ascribe to him" (letter to Eugene England dated Feb. 19, 1981, photocopy available from Challenge Ministries, P.O. Box 20195, El Cajon, CA, 92021). 

In fairness, Bruce McConkie went on to say (in the letter cited above): "He [Brigham Young] expressed views that are out of harmony with the gospel" (letter to Eugene England dated Feb. 19, 1981). However, the consequences associated with Young's false teaching are not clear, because McConkie goes on to say: "We will be judged by what we believe among other things. If we believe false doctrine, we will be condemned. If that belief is on basic and fundamental things, it will lead us astray and we will lose our souls...(2 Nephi 28:15). This clearly means that people who teach false doctrine in the fundamental and basic things will lose their souls. The nature and kind of being that God is, is one of these fundamentals. I repeat: Brigham Young erred in some of his statements on the nature and kind of being that God is and as to the position of Adam in the plan of salvation...what he did is not a pattern for any of us. If we choose to believe and teach the false portions of his doctrines, we are making an election that will damn us" (letter to Eugene England dated Feb. 19, 1981). It is not clear why the ordinary Mormon is damned for doing this, but Brigham Young is not. For thorough documentation and discussion of this topic, two references should be consulted: Turner and Vlachos).

12. The Bible states Adam was only a created being, the first man.

· "And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them" (Gen. 1:27). 

· "Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being" (Gen. 2:7). 

· "When God created man, He made them in the likeness of God. He created them male and female" (Gen. 5:1-2). 

· "For as in Adam all die" (1 Cor. 15:22). 

· "So also it is written, 'the first man Adam became a living soul'" (1 Cor. 15:45). 

· "For it was Adam who was first created" (1 Tim. 2:14). 

What is more, this idea is inconsistent with the clear teaching of man's fallen nature being derived from Adam (Job 31:33; Hosea 6:7; Rom. 5:14). Orthodox Christians will recognize most of Brigham Young's statements about Adam to be complete blasphemy.

MORMONISM'S WORKS-BASED SALVATION IN THIS LIFE
In Mormonism, salvation is attained "by grace…after all we can do" (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 25:23b [emphasis added]). 

The Bible teaches us that there is no deed, which we can perform to earn our salvation. Christ paid the price for our sins on the cross, with His blood, making salvation a free gift we immediately receive if we believe in Him (Eph. 2:8,9; John 1:12 and 6:29). 

What "after all we can do" means to Mormons is spelled out in a book written both as a personal study guide and as a teacher's manual for Mormons called Gospel Principles. In the 1997 edition, pages 303-304, the "Requirements for Exaltation" (eternal life) include: 

· Being baptized and confirmed a member of the Church of Jesus Christ [of Latter-day Saints]. 

· Receiving the temple endowment. 

· Being married for time and eternity. 

· Paying honest tithes and offerings. 

· Obeying the Word of Wisdom (no tea, coffee, tobacco, alcohol, etc.). 

· Searching out their kindred dead (genealogical work, which leads to doing baptisms for the dead) and performing the saving ordinances of the LDS gospel for them in the Mormon temple. 

· Attending Ward (church) meetings as regularly as possible so they can renew their covenants by partaking of the sacrament (communion). 

· Listening to and obeying the inspired words of their prophets. 

Spencer W. Kimball, 12th prophet of the LDS church wrote, "All transgressions must be cleansed, all weaknesses must be overcome, before a person can attain perfection and godhood" (The Miracle of Forgiveness, p. 16). In the same book he stated, " This progress toward eternal life is a matter of achieving perfection. Living all the commandments guarantees total forgiveness of sins and assures one of exaltation through that perfection" (p. 208). 

Clearly, no one gets to the Mormon's highest heaven without obeying all the principles and performing all the ordinances of the Mormon gospel. 

MORMONISM'S WORKS-FREE SALVATION, POST-MORTEM
Most Mormons you talk with cannot conceive of salvation being a works-free gift of God and receivable upon belief in Jesus Christ. Yet, in Mormonism's doctrine for the dead, acceptance of the Mormon gospel is also works-free. Here's the scenario: 

Today, I die a non-Mormon. Not having accepted the Mormon gospel, I would go to "spirit prison." 

Again, in Gospel Principles, under the heading of Ordinances Performed for the Dead, p. 104, we learn that: 

Jesus has provided for everyone to hear the gospel, whether on earth or after death. Between his death and resurrection, Jesus went among the spirits of those who had died. He organized missionary work among those who were dead. He appointed righteous messengers and gave them power to teach the gospel to all the spirits of people who had died. This gave them an opportunity to accept the gospel. Living members of his (LDS) Church then perform ordinances on behalf of the dead. Ordinances such as baptism and confirmation must be done on earth. 

So, one year from my demise (the Mormon's decided waiting period), a worthy Mormon could go into their temple to baptize me by proxy. If I then accept the Mormon gospel in spirit prison, I would literally be home free. LDS apostle, Bruce McConkie explains: 

By accepting the (Mormon) gospel in the spirit world, and because the ordinances of salvation and exaltation are performed vicariously in this world, the worthy dead can become heirs of the fullness of the Father's kingdom… and will then be entitled to all the blessings which passed them by in mortality (Mormon Doctrine, p. 673). 

There it is. All I would have to do in spirit prison is accept the Mormon gospel, taught to me by the "righteous messengers," in order to be "worthy" of the inheritance of "the fullness of the Father's kingdom" and "all the blessings" therein. Someone else does the required works. I would not be required to perform any ordinances or obey any principles required of living Mormons on earth. I would cross over to "spirit paradise" and eventually advance to the "celestial glory." 

The Irony Of It All
The irony is that Mormonism's salvation for the dead is a works-free acceptance of the LDS gospel available only to dead non-Mormons, while living Mormons have a life-long, works-laden expectation of perfection to look forward to. Living Mormons have the hard path to salvation, while at the same time making the path easy for the dead through proxy works for the dead. 

FROM MORMON DOCTRINES:

Gospel Principles 
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“Chapter 47: Exaltation,” Gospel Principles, 301

When we lived with our Heavenly Father, he explained a plan for our progression. We could become like him, an exalted being. The plan required that we be separated from him and come to earth. This separation was necessary to prove whether we would obey our Father’s commandments even though we were no longer in his presence. The plan provided that when earth life ended, we would be judged and rewarded according to the degree of our faith and obedience. We would then be assigned to the place for which we had prepared. 

Jesus taught, “In my Father’s house are many mansions” (John 14:2). From the scriptures we learn that there are three kingdoms of glory in heaven. The Apostle Paul mentioned that he knew a man who was “caught up to the third heaven” (2 Corinthians 12:2). Paul named two of the kingdoms in heaven: the celestial and the terrestrial (see 1 Corinthians 15:40–42). The celestial is the highest, and the terrestrial is second. Through latter-day revelation we learn that the third kingdom is the telestial kingdom (see D&C 76:81). 81 And again, we asaw the glory of the btelestial, which glory is that of the lesser, even as the cglory of the stars differs from that of the glory of the moon in the firmament. 

We also learn that there are three heavens or degrees within the celestial kingdom (see D&C 131:1). 

1 In the acelestial glory there are three bheavens or degrees; 

2 And in order to obtain the ahighest, a man must enter into this border of the cpriesthood [meaning the new and deverlasting covenant of emarriage]; 

3 And if he does not, he cannot obtain it. 

4 He may enter into the other, but that is the end of his kingdom; he cannot have an aincrease. 

5 (May 17th, 1843.) The more sure word of aprophecy means a man’s knowing that he is bsealed up unto c
eternal life, by revelation and the spirit of prophecy, through the power of the Holy Priesthood. 

6 It is impossible for a man to be asaved in bignorance. 

7 There is no such thing as immaterial matter. All aspirit is matter, but it is more fine or pure, and can only Be discerned by bpurer eyes; 

8 We cannot asee it; but when our bodies are purified we shall see that it is all bmatter. 

Discussion 

• Have someone tell about our Heavenly Father’s plan for us. 

What Is Exaltation? 

Exaltation is eternal life, the kind of life God lives. He lives in great glory. He is perfect. He possesses all knowledge and all wisdom. He is the Father of spirit children. He is a creator. We can become like our Heavenly Father. This is exaltation. 

If we prove faithful to the Lord, we will live in the highest degree of the celestial kingdom of heaven. We will become exalted, just like our Heavenly Father. Exaltation is the greatest gift that Heavenly Father can give his children (see D&C 14:7). 7 And, if you akeep my commandments and bendure to the end you shall have ceternal life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God. 

Discussion 

• What is exaltation? 

Blessings of Exaltation 

Our Heavenly Father is perfect. However, he is not jealous of his wisdom and perfection. He glories in the fact that it is possible for his children to become like him. He has said, “This is my work and my glory—to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man” (Moses 1:39). 39 For behold, this is my awork and my bglory—to bring to pass the cimmortality and deternal elife of man. 

Those who receive exaltation in the celestial kingdom through faith in Jesus Christ will receive special blessings. The Lord has promised, “All things are theirs” (D&C 76:59). These are some of the blessings given to exalted people: 59 Wherefore, aall things are theirs, whether life or death, or things present, or things to come, all are theirs and they are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. 

vii. They will live eternally in the presence of Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ (see D&C 76). 

THE

DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS

OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

SECTION 76 

A vision given to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Sidney Rigdon, at Hiram, Ohio, February 16, 1832. HC 1: 245–252. Prefacing his record of this vision the Prophet wrote: “Upon my return from Amherst conference, I resumed the translation of the Scriptures. From sundry revelations which had been received, it was apparent that many important points touching the salvation of man had been taken from the Bible, or lost before it was compiled. It appeared self-evident from what truths were left, that if God rewarded every one according to the deeds done in the body, the term ‘Heaven,’ as intended for the Saints’ eternal home, must include more kingdoms than one. Accordingly, while translating St. John’s Gospel, myself and Elder Rigdon saw the following vision.” It was after the Prophet had translated John 5: 29 that this vision was given. 

1–4, The Lord is God; 5–10, Mysteries of the kingdom will be revealed to all the faithful; 11–17, All shall come forth in the resurrection of the just or the unjust; 18–24, Inhabitants of many worlds are begotten sons and daughters unto God through the atonement of Jesus Christ; 25–29, An angel of God fell and became the devil; 30–49, Sons of perdition suffer eternal damnation; all others gain some degree of salvation; 50–70, The glory and reward of exalted beings in the celestial kingdom; 71–80, Those who shall inherit the terrestrial kingdom; 81–113, Status of those in the telestial, terrestrial, and celestial glories; 114–119, All the faithful may see the vision of the degrees of glory. 

  1 aHear, O ye heavens, and give ear, O earth, and rejoice ye inhabitants thereof, for the Lord is bGod, and beside him there is cno dSavior. 

  2 aGreat is his wisdom, bmarvelous are his ways, and the extent of his doings none can find out. 

  3 His apurposes fail not, neither are there any who can stay his hand. 

  4 From eternity to eternity he is the asame, and his years never bfail. 

  5 For thus saith the Lord—I, the Lord, am amerciful and gracious unto those who bfear me, and delight to honor those who cserve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end. 

  6 Great shall be their reward and eternal shall be their aglory. 

  7 And to them will I areveal all bmysteries, yea, all the hidden mysteries of my kingdom from days of old, and for ages to come, will I make known unto them the good pleasure of my will concerning all things pertaining to my kingdom. 

  8 Yea, even the wonders of aeternity shall they know, and things to come will I show them, even the things of many generations. 

  9 And their awisdom shall be great, and their bunderstanding reach to heaven; and before them the wisdom of the wise shall cperish, and the understanding of the dprudent shall come to naught. 

  10 For by my aSpirit will I benlighten them, and by my cpower will I make known unto them the dsecrets of my ewill—yea, even those things which feye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor yet entered into the heart of man. 

  11 We, Joseph Smith, Jun., and Sidney Rigdon, being ain the Spirit on the sixteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two— 

  12 By the power of the aSpirit our beyes were opened and our understandings were enlightened, so as to see and understand the things of God— 

  13 Even those things which were from the beginning before the world was, which were ordained of the Father, through his Only Begotten Son, who was in the bosom of the Father, even from the abeginning; 

  14 Of whom we bear record; and the record which we bear is the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who is the Son, whom we saw and with whom we aconversed in the heavenly bvision. 

  15 For while we were doing the work of atranslation, which the Lord had appointed unto us, we came to the twenty-ninth verse of the fifth chapter of John, which was given unto us as follows— 

  16 Speaking of the resurrection of the dead, concerning those who shall ahear the voice of the bSon of Man: 

  17 And shall come forth; athey who have done bgood, in the cresurrection of the djust; and they who have done evil, in the resurrection of the unjust. 

  18 Now this caused us to marvel, for it was given unto us of the Spirit. 

  19 And while we ameditated upon these things, the Lord touched the eyes of our understandings and they were opened, and the bglory of the Lord shone round about. 

  20 And we beheld the aglory of the Son, on the bright hand of the cFather, and received of his fulness; 

  21 And saw the holy aangels, and them who are bsanctified before his throne, worshiping God, and the Lamb, who cworship him forever and ever. 

  22 And now, after the many testimonies which have been given of him, this is the atestimony, last of all, which we give of him: That he blives! 

  23 For we asaw him, even on the bright hand of cGod; and we heard the voice bearing record that he is the Only dBegotten of the Father— 

  24 That by ahim, and through him, and of him, the bworlds are and were created, and the cinhabitants thereof are begotten dsons and daughters unto God. 

  25 And this we saw also, and bear record, that an aangel of God who was in authority in the presence of God, who brebelled against the Only Begotten cSon whom the Father dloved and who was in the bosom of the Father, was thrust down from the presence of God and the Son, 

  26 And was called aPerdition, for the heavens bwept over him—he was cLucifer, a son of the morning. 

  27 And we beheld, and lo, he is afallen! is fallen, even a son of the morning! 

  28 And while we were yet in the Spirit, the Lord commanded us that we should write the vision; for we beheld Satan, that old aserpent, even the bdevil, who rebelled against God, and sought to take the kingdom of our cGod and his Christ— 

  29 Wherefore, he maketh awar with the saints of God, and encompasseth them round about. 

  30 And we saw a vision of the asufferings of those with whom he made war and overcame, for thus came the voice of the Lord unto us: 

  31 Thus saith the Lord concerning all those who know my power, and have been made partakers thereof, and asuffered themselves through the power of the devil to be overcome, and to deny the truth and defy my power— 

  32 They are they who are the asons of bperdition, of whom I say that it had been better for them never to have been born; 

  33 For they are avessels of wrath, doomed to suffer the wrath of God, with the devil and his angels in eternity; 

  34 Concerning whom I have said there is ano bforgiveness in this world nor in the world to come— 

  35 Having adenied the Holy Spirit after having received it, and having denied the Only Begotten Son of the Father, having bcrucified him unto themselves and put him to an open cshame. 

  36 These are they who shall go away into the alake of fire and brimstone, with the devil and his angels— 

  37 And the aonly ones on whom the bsecond cdeath shall have any power; 

  38 Yea, verily, the only ones who shall anot be redeemed in the due time of the Lord, after the sufferings of his wrath. 

  39 For all the rest shall be abrought forth by the resurrection of the dead, through the btriumph and the glory of the Lamb, who was slain, who was in the bosom of the Father cbefore the worlds were made. 

  40 And this is the agospel, the glad btidings, which the voice out of the heavens bore record unto us— 

  41 That he acame into the world, even Jesus, to be bcrucified for the world, and to cbear the sins of the dworld, and to esanctify the world, and to fcleanse it from all unrighteousness; 

  42 That through him all might be asaved whom the Father had put into his bpower and made by him; 

  43 Who aglorifies the Father, and saves all the works of his hands, except those sons of bperdition who deny the Son after the Father has revealed him. 

  44 Wherefore, he saves all aexcept them—they shall go away into beverlasting cpunishment, which is endless punishment, which is eternal punishment, to dreign with the edevil and his angels in eternity, where their fworm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, which is their torment— 

  45 And the aend thereof, neither the place thereof, nor their torment, no man knows; 

  46 Neither was it revealed, neither is, neither will be revealed unto man, except to them who are made partakers thereof; 

  47 Nevertheless, I, the Lord, show it by avision unto many, but straightway shut it up again; 

  48 Wherefore, the end, the width, the height, the adepth, and the misery thereof, they understand not, neither any man except those who are bordained unto this ccondemnation. 

  49 And we heard the voice, saying: aWrite the vision, for lo, this is the end of the vision of the sufferings of the ungodly. 

  50 And again we bear record—for we asaw and heard, and this is the btestimony of the cgospel of Christ concerning them who shall come forth in the resurrection of the djust— 

  51 They are they who received the atestimony of Jesus, and bbelieved on his name and were cbaptized after the dmanner of his burial, being eburied in the water in his name, and this according to the commandment which he has given— 

  52 That by akeeping the commandments they might be bwashed and ccleansed from all their sins, and receive the Holy Spirit by the laying on of the dhands of him who is eordained and sealed unto this power; 

  53 And who aovercome by faith, and are bsealed by the Holy Spirit of cpromise, which the Father dsheds forth upon all those who are just and true. 

  54 They are they who are the achurch of the bFirstborn. 

  55 They are they into whose hands the Father has given aall things— 

  56 They are they who are apriests and bkings, who have received of his fulness, and of his glory; 

  57 And are apriests of the Most High, after the order of Melchizedek, which was after the order of bEnoch, which was after the corder of the Only Begotten Son. 

  58 Wherefore, as it is written, they are agods, even the bsons of cGod— 

  59 Wherefore, aall things are theirs, whether life or death, or things present, or things to come, all are theirs and they are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. 

  60 And they shall aovercome all things. 

  61 Wherefore, let no man aglory in man, but rather let him bglory in God, who shall csubdue all enemies under his feet. 

  62 These shall adwell in the bpresence of God and his Christ forever and ever. 

  63 These are they whom he shall bring with him, when he shall acome in the bclouds of heaven to creign on the earth over his people. 

  64 These are they who shall have part in the afirst resurrection. 

  65 These are they who shall come forth in the resurrection of the ajust. 

  66 These are they who are come unto aMount bZion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly place, the holiest of all. 

  67 These are they who have come to an innumerable company of aangels, to the general assembly and church of bEnoch, and of the cFirstborn. 

  68 These are they whose names are awritten in heaven, where God and Christ are the bjudge of all. 

  69 These are they who are ajust men made bperfect through Jesus the mediator of the new ccovenant, who wrought out this perfect datonement through the shedding of his own eblood. 

  70 These are they whose bodies are acelestial, whose bglory is that of the csun, even the glory of God, the dhighest of all, whose glory the sun of the firmament is written of as being typical. 

  71 And again, we saw the aterrestrial world, and behold and lo, these are they who are of the terrestrial, whose glory differs from that of the church of the bFirstborn who have received the fulness of the Father, even as that of the cmoon differs from the sun in the firmament. 

  72 Behold, these are they who died awithout blaw; 

  73 And also they who are the aspirits of men kept in bprison, whom the Son visited, and cpreached the dgospel unto them, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh; 

  74 Who areceived not the btestimony of Jesus in the flesh, but afterwards received it. 

  75 These are they who are ahonorable men of the earth, who were bblinded by the craftiness of men. 

  76 These are they who receive of his glory, but not of his fulness. 

  77 These are they who receive of the apresence of the Son, but not of the fulness of the Father. 

  78 Wherefore, they are abodies terrestrial, and not bodies celestial, and differ in glory as the moon differs from the sun. 

  79 These are they who are not avaliant in the btestimony of Jesus; wherefore, they obtain not the crown over the kingdom of our God. 

  80 And now this is the end of the avision which we saw of the terrestrial, that the Lord commanded us to bwrite while we were yet in the Spirit. 

  81 And again, we asaw the glory of the btelestial, which glory is that of the lesser, even as the cglory of the stars differs from that of the glory of the moon in the firmament. 

  82 These are they who received not the gospel of Christ, neither the atestimony of Jesus. 

  83 These are they who adeny not the Holy Spirit. 

  84 These are they who are thrust down to ahell. 

  85 These are they who shall not be redeemed from the adevil until the blast resurrection, until the Lord, even Christ the cLamb, shall have finished his work. 

  86 These are they who receive not of his fulness in the eternal world, but of the Holy Spirit through the ministration of the terrestrial; 

  87 And the terrestrial through the aministration of the celestial. 

  88 And also the telestial receive it of the administering of angels who are appointed to minister for them, or who are appointed to be aministering spirits for them; for they shall be bheirs of salvation. 

  89 And thus we saw, in the heavenly vision, the glory of the atelestial, which surpasses all understanding; 

  90 And no man knows it except him to whom God has revealed it. 

  91 And thus we saw the glory of the aterrestrial which excels in all things the glory of the telestial, even in glory, and in power, and in might, and in dominion. 

  92 And thus we saw the aglory of the celestial, which bexcels in all things—where God, even the Father, reigns upon his cthrone forever and ever; 

  93 Before whose throne all things bow in humble areverence, and give him glory forever and ever. 

  94 They who dwell in his apresence are the church of the bFirstborn; and they see as they are seen, and cknow as they are known, having received of his fulness and of his dgrace; 

  95 And he makes them aequal in power, and in might, and in dominion. 

  96 And the glory of the celestial is one, even as the glory of the asun is one. 

  97 And the glory of the terrestrial is one, even as the glory of the moon is one. 

  98 And the glory of the telestial is one, even as the glory of the stars is one; for as one star differs from another star in glory, even so differs one from another in glory in the telestial world; 

  99 For these are they who are of aPaul, and of Apollos, and of Cephas. 

  100 These are they who say they are some of one and some of another—some of Christ and some of John, and some of Moses, and some of Elias, and some of aEsaias, and some of Isaiah, and some of Enoch; 

  101 But areceived not the gospel, neither the testimony of Jesus, neither the prophets, neither the beverlasting covenant. 

  102 Last of all, these all are they who will not be agathered with the saints, to be bcaught up unto the cchurch of the Firstborn, and received into the cloud. 

  103 These are athey who are bliars, and csorcerers, and dadulterers, and ewhoremongers, and whosoever loves and makes a lie. 

  104 These are they who suffer the awrath of God on earth. 

  105 These are they who suffer the avengeance of eternal fire. 

  106 These are they who are cast down to ahell and bsuffer the wrath of cAlmighty God, until the dfulness of times, when Christ shall have esubdued all enemies under his ffeet, and shall have gperfected his work; 

  107 When he shall adeliver up the bkingdom, and present it unto the Father, spotless, saying: I have covercome and have dtrodden the ewine-press falone, even the wine-press of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God. 

  108 Then shall he be acrowned with the crown of his glory, to sit on the bthrone of his power to reign forever and ever. 

  109 But behold, and lo, we saw the glory and the inhabitants of the telestial world, that they were as ainnumerable as the stars in the firmament of heaven, or as the sand upon the seashore; 

  110 And heard the voice of the Lord saying: These all shall bow the knee, and every tongue shall aconfess to him who sits upon the throne forever and ever; 

  111 For they shall be judged according to their aworks, and every man shall receive according to his own bworks, his own cdominion, in the dmansions which are prepared; 

  112 And they shall be aservants of the Most High; but bwhere God and Christ cdwell they dcannot come, eworlds without end. 

  113 This is the end of the vision which we saw, which we were commanded to write while we were yet in the Spirit. 

  114 But agreat and marvelous are the works of the Lord, and the bmysteries of his kingdom which he showed unto us, which surpass all understanding in glory, and in might, and in dominion; 

  115 Which he commanded us we should not write while we were yet in the Spirit, and are not alawful for man to utter; 

  116 Neither is man acapable to make them known, for they are only to be bseen and cunderstood by the power of the Holy Spirit, which God bestows on those who dlove him, and purify themselves before him; 

  117 To whom he grants this privilege of aseeing and knowing for themselves; 

  118 That through the power and manifestation of the Spirit, while in the flesh, they may be able to abear his bpresence in the world of glory. 

  119 And to God and the Lamb be aglory, and honor, and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

2. They will become gods. 

3. They will have their righteous family members with them and will be able to have spirit children also. These spirit children will have the same relationship to them as we do to our Heavenly Father. They will be an eternal family. 

4. They will receive a fulness of joy. 

5. They will have everything that our Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ have—all power, glory, dominion, and knowledge. President Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: “The Father has promised through the Son that all that he has shall be given to those who are obedient to his commandments. They shall increase in knowledge, wisdom, and power, going from grace to grace, until the fulness of the perfect day shall burst upon them” (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:36). 

Discussion 

• List some of the blessings that will be given to those who are exalted. 

Requirements for Exaltation 

The time to fulfill the requirements for exaltation is now (see Alma 34:32–34). 

32 For behold, this alife is the time for men to bprepare to meet God; yea, behold the day of cthis life is the day for men to perform their dlabors. 

33 And now, as I said unto you before, as ye have had so many awitnesses, therefore, I beseech of you that ye do not bprocrastinate the day of your crepentance until the end; for after this day of life, which is given us to prepare for eternity, behold, if we do not improve our time while in this life, then cometh the dnight of edarkness wherein there can be no labor performed. 

34 Ye cannot say, when ye are brought to that awful acrisis, that I will repent, that I will return to my God. Nay, ye cannot say this; for that same spirit which doth bpossess your bodies at the time that ye go out of this life, that same spirit will have power to possess your body in that eternal world. 

President Joseph Fielding Smith said, “In order to obtain the exaltation we must accept the gospel and all its covenants; and take upon us the obligations which the Lord has offered; and walk in the light and understanding of the truth; and ‘live by every word that proceedeth forth from the mouth of God’ ” (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:43). 

To be exalted, we first must place our faith in Jesus Christ and then endure in that faith to the end of our lives. Our faith in him must be such that we repent of our sins and obey his commandments. 

He commands us all to receive certain ordinances: 

1. We must be baptized and confirmed a member of the Church of Jesus Christ. 

2. We must receive the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

3. We must receive the temple endowment. 

4. We must be married for time and eternity. 

In addition to receiving the required ordinances, the Lord commands all of us to— 

1. Love and worship God. 

2. Love our neighbor. 

3. Repent of our wrongdoings. 

4. Live the law of chastity. 

5. Pay honest tithes and offerings. 

6. Be honest in our dealings with others and with the Lord. 

7. Speak the truth always. 

8. Obey the Word of Wisdom. 

9. Search out our kindred dead and perform the saving ordinances of the gospel for them. 

10. Keep the Sabbath day holy. 

11. Attend our Church meetings as regularly as possible so we can renew our baptismal covenants by partaking of the sacrament. 

12. Love our family members and strengthen them in the ways of the Lord. 

13. Have family and individual prayers every day. 

14. Honor our parents. 

15. Teach the gospel to others by word and example. 

16. Study the scriptures. 

17. Listen to and obey the inspired words of the prophets of the Lord. 

Finally, each of us needs to receive the Holy Ghost and learn to follow his direction in our individual lives. 

Discussion 

• Why are faith in and obedience to Jesus Christ necessary to become exalted? 

• What ordinances must we accept in order to become exalted? 

• What laws does the Lord give us that we must obey to become exalted? 

• Why must we learn to follow the direction of the Holy Ghost to become exalted? 

After We Have Endured to the End 

What happens when we have endured to the end in faithful discipleship to Christ? The Lord has said, “If you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have eternal life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God” (D&C 14:7). 7 And, if you akeep my commandments and bendure to the end you shall have ceternal life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God. 

President Joseph Fielding Smith said, “If we will continue in God; that is, keep his commandments, worship him and live his truth; then the time will come when we shall be bathed in the fulness of truth, which shall grow brighter and brighter until the perfect day” (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:36). 

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: “When you climb up a ladder, you must begin at the bottom, and ascend step by step, until you arrive at the top; and so it is with the principles of the Gospel—you must begin with the first, and go on until you learn all the principles of exaltation. But it will be a great while after you have passed through the veil [died] before you will have learned them. It is not all to be comprehended in this world; it will be a great work to learn our salvation and exaltation even beyond the grave” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 348). 

This is the way our Heavenly Father became God. Joseph Smith taught: “It is the first principle of the Gospel to know for a certainty the character of God. … He was once a man like us; … God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ himself did” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, pp. 345–46). 

Our Heavenly Father knows our trials, our weaknesses, and our sins. He has compassion and mercy on us. He wants us to succeed even as he did. 

Imagine what joy each of us will have when we return to our Heavenly Father if we can say: “Father, I did what you wanted me to do. I have been faithful and have kept your commandments. I am happy to be home again.” Then we will hear him say, “Well done; … thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Matthew 25:23). 

Discussion 

• Describe how you might feel to hear the Savior’s words in Matthew 25:23. 

• What must we do to endure to the end? 

Additional Scriptures 

• D&C 132:3–4, 16–26, 37 (pertaining to exaltation) 

1 Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you my servant Joseph, that inasmuch as you have inquired of my hand to know and understand wherein I, the Lord, justified my servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as also Moses, David and Solomon, my servants, as touching the principle and doctrine of their having many awives and bconcubines— 

2 Behold, and lo, I am the Lord thy God, and will answer thee as touching this matter. 

3 Therefore, aprepare thy heart to receive and bobey the instructions which I am about to give unto you; for all those who have this law revealed unto them must obey the same. 

4 For behold, I reveal unto you a new and an everlasting acovenant; and if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye bdamned; for no one can creject this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory. 

5 For all who will have a ablessing at my hands shall abide the blaw which was appointed for that blessing, and the conditions thereof, as were instituted from before the foundation of the world. 

6 And as pertaining to the new and aeverlasting covenant, it was instituted for the fulness of my bglory; and he that receiveth a fulness thereof must and shall abide the law, or he shall be damned, saith the Lord God. 

7 And verily I say unto you, that the aconditions of this law are these: All covenants, contracts, bonds, obligations, boaths, cvows, performances, connections, associations, or expectations, that are not made and entered into and dsealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, of him who is eanointed, both as well for time and for all eternity, and that too most holy, by frevelation and commandment through the medium of mine anointed, whom I have appointed on the earth to hold this gpower (and I have appointed unto my servant Joseph to hold this hpower in the last days, and there is never but one on the earth at a time on whom this power and the ikeys of this priesthood are conferred), are of no efficacy, virtue, or force in and after the resurrection from the dead; for all contracts that are not made unto this end have an end when men are dead. 

8 Behold, mine house is a house of aorder, saith the Lord God, and not a house of confusion. 

9 Will I aaccept of an offering, saith the Lord, that is not made in my name? 

10 Or will I receive at your hands that which I have not aappointed? 

11 And will I appoint unto you, saith the Lord, except it be by law, even as I and my Father aordained unto you, before the world was? 

12 I am the Lord thy God; and I give unto you this commandment—that no man shall acome unto the Father but by me or by my word, which is my law, saith the Lord. 

13 And everything that is in the world, whether it be ordained of men, by athrones, or principalities, or powers, or things of name, whatsoever they may be, that are not by me or by my word, saith the Lord, shall be thrown down, and shall bnot remain after men are dead, neither in nor after the resurrection, saith the Lord your God. 

14 For whatsoever things remain are by me; and whatsoever things are not by me shall be shaken and destroyed. 

15 Therefore, if a aman marry him a wife in the world, and he marry her not by me nor by my word, and he covenant with her so long as he is in the world and she with him, their covenant and marriage are not of force when they are dead, and when they are out of the world; therefore, they are not bound by any law when they are out of the world. 

16 Therefore, when they are out of the world they neither marry nor are given in amarriage; but are appointed angels in bheaven, which angels are ministering cservants, to minister for those who are worthy of a far more, and an exceeding, and an eternal weight of glory. 

17 For these angels did not abide my law; therefore, they cannot be enlarged, but remain separately and singly, without exaltation, in their saved condition, to all eternity; and from henceforth are not gods, but are aangels of God forever and ever. 

18 And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife, and make a covenant with her for time and for all eternity, if that acovenant is not by me or by my word, which is my law, and is not sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, through him whom I have anointed and appointed unto this power, then it is not valid neither of force when they are out of the world, because they are not joined by me, saith the Lord, neither by my word; when they are out of the world it cannot be received there, because the angels and the gods are appointed there, by whom they cannot pass; they cannot, therefore, inherit my glory; for my house is a house of order, saith the Lord God. 

19 And again, verily I say unto you, if a man amarry a wife by my word, which is my law, and by the new and beverlasting covenant, and it is csealed unto them by the Holy Spirit of dpromise, by him who is anointed, unto whom I have appointed this power and the ekeys of this priesthood; and it shall be said unto them—Ye shall come forth in the first resurrection; and if it be after the first resurrection, in the next resurrection; and shall inherit fthrones, kingdoms, principalities, and powers, dominions, all heights and depths—then shall it be written in the Lamb’s gBook of Life, that he shall commit no hmurder whereby to shed innocent iblood, and if ye abide in my covenant, and commit no murder whereby to shed innocent blood, it shall be done unto them in all things whatsoever my servant hath put upon them, in time, and through all eternity; and shall be of full force when they are out of the world; and they shall pass by the angels, and the gods, which are set there, to their jexaltation and glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon their heads, which glory shall be a fulness and a continuation of the kseeds forever and ever. 

20 Then shall they be gods, because they have no end; therefore shall they be from aeverlasting to everlasting, because they continue; then shall they be above all, because all things are subject unto them. Then shall they be bgods, because they have call power, and the angels are subject unto them. 

21 Verily, verily, I say unto you, except ye abide my alaw ye cannot attain to this glory. 

22 For astrait is the gate, and narrow the bway that leadeth unto the exaltation and continuation of the clives, and few there be that find it, because ye receive me not in the world neither do ye know me. 

23 But if ye receive me in the world, then shall ye know me, and shall receive your exaltation; that awhere I am ye shall be also. 

24 This is aeternal lives—to bknow the only wise and true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath csent. I am he. Receive ye, therefore, my law. 

25 aBroad is the gate, and wide the way that leadeth to the bdeaths; and many there are that go in thereat, because they creceive me not, neither do they abide in my law. 

26 Verily, verily, I say unto you, if a man marry a wife according to my word, and they are sealed by the aHoly Spirit of promise, according to mine appointment, and he or she shall commit any sin or transgression of the new and everlasting covenant whatever, and all manner of blasphemies, and if they bcommit no murder wherein they shed innocent blood, yet they shall come forth in the first resurrection, and enter into their exaltation; but they shall be destroyed in the flesh, and shall be cdelivered unto the buffetings of dSatan unto the day of eredemption, saith the Lord God. 

27 The ablasphemy against the Holy Ghost, which shall bnot be cforgiven in the world nor out of the world, is in that ye commit dmurder wherein ye shed innocent blood, and assent unto my death, after ye have received my new and everlasting covenant, saith the Lord God; and he that abideth not this law can in nowise enter into my glory, but shall be edamned, saith the Lord. 

28 I am the Lord thy God, and will give unto thee the alaw of my Holy Priesthood, as was ordained by me and my Father before the world was. 

29 aAbraham received all things, whatsoever he received, by revelation and commandment, by my word, saith the Lord, and hath entered into his exaltation and sitteth upon his throne. 

30 aAbraham received promises concerning his seed, and of the fruit of his loins—from whose bloins ye are, namely, my servant Joseph—which were to continue so long as they were in the world; and as touching Abraham and his seed, out of the world they should continue; both in the world and out of the world should they continue as innumerable as the cstars; or, if ye were to count the sand upon the seashore ye could not number them. 

31 This promise is yours also, because ye are of aAbraham, and the promise was made unto Abraham; and by this law is the continuation of the works of my Father, wherein he glorifieth himself. 

32 Go ye, therefore, and do the aworks of Abraham; enter ye into my law and ye shall be saved. 

33 But if ye enter not into my law ye cannot receive the promise of my Father, which he made unto Abraham. 

34 God acommanded Abraham, and Sarah gave bHagar to Abraham to wife. And why did she do it? Because this was the law; and from Hagar sprang many people. This, therefore, was fulfilling, among other things, the promises. 

35 Was Abraham, therefore, under condemnation? Verily I say unto you, Nay; for I, the Lord, acommanded it. 

36 Abraham was acommanded to offer his son Isaac; nevertheless, it was written: Thou shalt not bkill. Abraham, however, did not refuse, and it was accounted unto him for crighteousness. 

37 Abraham received aconcubines, and they bore him children; and it was accounted unto him for righteousness, because they were given unto him, and he abode in my law; as Isaac also and bJacob did none other things than that which they were commanded; and because they did none other things than that which they were commanded, they have entered into their cexaltation, according to the promises, and sit upon thrones, and are not angels but are gods. 

38 David also received amany wives and concubines, and also Solomon and Moses my servants, as also many others of my servants, from the beginning of creation until this time; and in nothing did they sin save in those things which they received not of me. 

39 aDavid’s wives and concubines were bgiven unto him of me, by the hand of Nathan, my servant, and others of the prophets who had the ckeys of this power; and in none of these things did he dsin against me save in the case of eUriah and his wife; and, therefore he hath ffallen from his exaltation, and received his portion; and he shall not inherit them out of the world, for I ggave them unto another, saith the Lord. 

40 I am the Lord thy God, and I gave unto thee, my servant Joseph, an aappointment, and restore all things. Ask what ye will, and it shall be given unto you according to my word. 

41 And as ye have asked concerning adultery, verily, verily, I say unto you, if a man areceiveth a wife in the new and everlasting covenant, and if she be with another man, and I have not appointed unto her by the holy banointing, she hath committed cadultery and shall be destroyed. 

42 If she be not in the new and everlasting covenant, and she be with another man, she has acommitted adultery. 

43 And if her husband be with another woman, and he was under a avow, he hath broken his vow and hath committed adultery. 

44 And if she hath not committed adultery, but is innocent and hath not broken her vow, and she knoweth it, and I reveal it unto you, my servant Joseph, then shall you have power, by the power of my Holy Priesthood, to take her and agive her unto him that hath not committed badultery but hath been cfaithful; for he shall be made ruler over many. 

45 For I have conferred upon you the akeys and power of the priesthood, wherein I brestore all things, and make known unto you all things in due time. 

46 And verily, verily, I say unto you, that whatsoever you aseal on earth shall be sealed in heaven; and whatsoever you bbind on earth, in my name and by my word, saith the Lord, it shall be eternally bound in the heavens; and whosesoever sins you cremit on earth shall be remitted eternally in the heavens; and whosesoever sins you retain on earth shall be retained in heaven. 

47 And again, verily I say, whomsoever you bless I will bless, and whomsoever you curse I will acurse, saith the Lord; for I, the Lord, am thy God. 

48 And again, verily I say unto you, my servant Joseph, that whatsoever you give on earth, and to whomsoever you agive any one on earth, by my word and according to my law, it shall be visited with blessings and not cursings, and with my power, saith the Lord, and shall be without condemnation on earth and in heaven. 

49 For I am the Lord thy God, and will be awith thee even unto the bend of the world, and through all eternity; for verily I cseal upon you your dexaltation, and prepare a throne for you in the kingdom of my Father, with Abraham your efather. 

50 Behold, I have seen your asacrifices, and will forgive all your sins; I have seen your bsacrifices in obedience to that which I have told you. Go, therefore, and I make a way for your escape, as I caccepted the offering of Abraham of his son Isaac. 

51 Verily, I say unto you: A commandment I give unto mine handmaid, Emma Smith, your wife, whom I have given unto you, that she stay herself and partake not of that which I commanded you to offer unto her; for I did it, saith the Lord, to aprove you all, as I did Abraham, and that I might require an offering at your hand, by covenant and sacrifice. 

52 And let mine handmaid, Emma Smith, areceive all those that have been given unto my servant Joseph, and who are virtuous and pure before me; and those who are not pure, and have said they were pure, shall be destroyed, saith the Lord God. 

53 For I am the Lord thy God, and ye shall obey my voice; and I give unto my servant Joseph that he shall be made ruler over many things; for he hath been afaithful over a few things, and from henceforth I will strengthen him. 

54 And I command mine handmaid, Emma Smith, to abide and acleave unto my servant Joseph, and to none else. But if she will not abide this commandment she shall be bdestroyed, saith the Lord; for I am the Lord thy God, and will destroy her if she abide not in my law. 

55 But if she will not abide this commandment, then shall my servant Joseph do all things for her, even as he hath said; and I will bless him and multiply him and give unto him an ahundredfold in this world, of fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, houses and lands, wives and children, and crowns of beternal lives in the eternal worlds. 

56 And again, verily I say, let mine handmaid aforgive my servant Joseph his trespasses; and then shall she be forgiven her trespasses, wherein she has trespassed against me; and I, the Lord thy God, will bless her, and multiply her, and make her heart to brejoice. 

57 And again, I say, let not my servant Joseph put his property out of his hands, lest an enemy come and destroy him; for aSatan bseeketh to destroy; for I am the Lord thy God, and he is my servant; and behold, and lo, I am with him, as I was with Abraham, thy father, even unto his cexaltation and glory. 

58 Now, as touching the law of the apriesthood, there are many things pertaining thereunto. 

59 Verily, if a man be called of my Father, as was aAaron, by mine own voice, and by the voice of him that bsent me, and I have endowed him with the ckeys of the power of this priesthood, if he do anything in my name, and according to my law and by my word, he will not commit dsin, and I will justify him. 

60 Let no one, therefore, set on my servant Joseph; for I will justify him; for he shall do the sacrifice which I require at his hands for his transgressions, saith the Lord your God. 

61 And again, as pertaining to the law of the priesthood—if any man espouse a virgin, and desire to espouse aanother, and the first give her consent, and if he espouse the second, and they are virgins, and have vowed to no other man, then is he justified; he cannot commit adultery for they are given unto him; for he cannot commit adultery with that that belongeth unto him and to no one else. 

62 And if he have aten virgins given unto him by this law, he cannot commit adultery, for they belong to him, and they are given unto him; therefore is he justified. 

63 But if one or either of the ten virgins, after she is espoused, shall be with another man, she has committed adultery, and shall be destroyed; for they are given unto him to amultiply and replenish the earth, according to my commandment, and to fulfil the promise which was given by my Father before the foundation of the world, and for their exaltation in the eternal worlds, that they may bear the souls of men; for herein is the work of my Father continued, that he may be bglorified. 

64 And again, verily, verily, I say unto you, if any man have a wife, who holds the keys of this power, and he teaches unto her the law of my priesthood, as pertaining to these things, then shall she believe and administer unto him, or she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord your God; for I will destroy her; for I will magnify my name upon all those who receive and abide in my law. 

65 Therefore, it shall be lawful in me, if she receive not this law, for him to receive all things whatsoever I, the Lord his God, will give unto him, because she did not believe and administer unto him according to my word; and she then becomes the transgressor; and he is exempt from the law of Sarah, who administered unto Abraham according to the law when I commanded Abraham to take aHagar to wife. 

66 And now, as pertaining to this law, verily, verily, I say unto you, I will reveal more unto you, hereafter; therefore, let this suffice for the present. Behold, I am Alpha and Omega. Amen. 

• D&C 131:1–4 (eternal marriage is key to exaltation) 

1 In the acelestial glory there are three bheavens or degrees; 

2 And in order to obtain the ahighest, a man must enter into this border of the cpriesthood [meaning the new and deverlasting covenant of emarriage]; 

3 And if he does not, he cannot obtain it. 

4 He may enter into the other, but that is the end of his kingdom; he cannot have an aincrease. 

• D&C 76:59–70 (blessings of celestial glory explained) 

THE

DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS

OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

SECTION 76 

A vision given to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Sidney Rigdon, at Hiram, Ohio, February 16, 1832. HC 1: 245–252. Prefacing his record of this vision the Prophet wrote: “Upon my return from Amherst conference, I resumed the translation of the Scriptures. From sundry revelations which had been received, it was apparent that many important points touching the salvation of man had been taken from the Bible, or lost before it was compiled. It appeared self-evident from what truths were left, that if God rewarded every one according to the deeds done in the body, the term ‘Heaven,’ as intended for the Saints’ eternal home, must include more kingdoms than one. Accordingly, while translating St. John’s Gospel, myself and Elder Rigdon saw the following vision.” It was after the Prophet had translated John 5: 29 that this vision was given. 

1–4, The Lord is God; 5–10, Mysteries of the kingdom will be revealed to all the faithful; 11–17, All shall come forth in the resurrection of the just or the unjust; 18–24, Inhabitants of many worlds are begotten sons and daughters unto God through the atonement of Jesus Christ; 25–29, An angel of God fell and became the devil; 30–49, Sons of perdition suffer eternal damnation; all others gain some degree of salvation; 50–70, The glory and reward of exalted beings in the celestial kingdom; 71–80, Those who shall inherit the terrestrial kingdom; 81–113, Status of those in the telestial, terrestrial, and celestial glories; 114–119, All the faithful may see the vision of the degrees of glory. 

  1 aHear, O ye heavens, and give ear, O earth, and rejoice ye inhabitants thereof, for the Lord is bGod, and beside him there is cno dSavior. 

  2 aGreat is his wisdom, bmarvelous are his ways, and the extent of his doings none can find out. 

  3 His apurposes fail not, neither are there any who can stay his hand. 

  4 From eternity to eternity he is the asame, and his years never bfail. 

  5 For thus saith the Lord—I, the Lord, am amerciful and gracious unto those who bfear me, and delight to honor those who cserve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end. 

  6 Great shall be their reward and eternal shall be their aglory. 

  7 And to them will I areveal all bmysteries, yea, all the hidden mysteries of my kingdom from days of old, and for ages to come, will I make known unto them the good pleasure of my will concerning all things pertaining to my kingdom. 

  8 Yea, even the wonders of aeternity shall they know, and things to come will I show them, even the things of many generations. 

  9 And their awisdom shall be great, and their bunderstanding reach to heaven; and before them the wisdom of the wise shall cperish, and the understanding of the dprudent shall come to naught. 

  10 For by my aSpirit will I benlighten them, and by my cpower will I make known unto them the dsecrets of my ewill—yea, even those things which feye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor yet entered into the heart of man. 

  11 We, Joseph Smith, Jun., and Sidney Rigdon, being ain the Spirit on the sixteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two— 

  12 By the power of the aSpirit our beyes were opened and our understandings were enlightened, so as to see and understand the things of God— 

  13 Even those things which were from the beginning before the world was, which were ordained of the Father, through his Only Begotten Son, who was in the bosom of the Father, even from the abeginning; 

  14 Of whom we bear record; and the record which we bear is the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who is the Son, whom we saw and with whom we aconversed in the heavenly bvision. 

  15 For while we were doing the work of atranslation, which the Lord had appointed unto us, we came to the twenty-ninth verse of the fifth chapter of John, which was given unto us as follows— 

  16 Speaking of the resurrection of the dead, concerning those who shall ahear the voice of the bSon of Man: 

  17 And shall come forth; athey who have done bgood, in the cresurrection of the djust; and they who have done evil, in the resurrection of the unjust. 

  18 Now this caused us to marvel, for it was given unto us of the Spirit. 

  19 And while we ameditated upon these things, the Lord touched the eyes of our understandings and they were opened, and the bglory of the Lord shone round about. 

  20 And we beheld the aglory of the Son, on the bright hand of the cFather, and received of his fulness; 

  21 And saw the holy aangels, and them who are bsanctified before his throne, worshiping God, and the Lamb, who cworship him forever and ever. 

  22 And now, after the many testimonies which have been given of him, this is the atestimony, last of all, which we give of him: That he blives! 

  23 For we asaw him, even on the bright hand of cGod; and we heard the voice bearing record that he is the Only dBegotten of the Father— 

  24 That by ahim, and through him, and of him, the bworlds are and were created, and the cinhabitants thereof are begotten dsons and daughters unto God. 

  25 And this we saw also, and bear record, that an aangel of God who was in authority in the presence of God, who brebelled against the Only Begotten cSon whom the Father dloved and who was in the bosom of the Father, was thrust down from the presence of God and the Son, 

  26 And was called aPerdition, for the heavens bwept over him—he was cLucifer, a son of the morning. 

  27 And we beheld, and lo, he is afallen! is fallen, even a son of the morning! 

  28 And while we were yet in the Spirit, the Lord commanded us that we should write the vision; for we beheld Satan, that old aserpent, even the bdevil, who rebelled against God, and sought to take the kingdom of our cGod and his Christ— 

  29 Wherefore, he maketh awar with the saints of God, and encompasseth them round about. 

  30 And we saw a vision of the asufferings of those with whom he made war and overcame, for thus came the voice of the Lord unto us: 

  31 Thus saith the Lord concerning all those who know my power, and have been made partakers thereof, and asuffered themselves through the power of the devil to be overcome, and to deny the truth and defy my power— 

  32 They are they who are the asons of bperdition, of whom I say that it had been better for them never to have been born; 

  33 For they are avessels of wrath, doomed to suffer the wrath of God, with the devil and his angels in eternity; 

  34 Concerning whom I have said there is ano bforgiveness in this world nor in the world to come— 

  35 Having adenied the Holy Spirit after having received it, and having denied the Only Begotten Son of the Father, having bcrucified him unto themselves and put him to an open cshame. 

  36 These are they who shall go away into the alake of fire and brimstone, with the devil and his angels— 

  37 And the aonly ones on whom the bsecond cdeath shall have any power; 

  38 Yea, verily, the only ones who shall anot be redeemed in the due time of the Lord, after the sufferings of his wrath. 

  39 For all the rest shall be abrought forth by the resurrection of the dead, through the btriumph and the glory of the Lamb, who was slain, who was in the bosom of the Father cbefore the worlds were made. 

  40 And this is the agospel, the glad btidings, which the voice out of the heavens bore record unto us— 

  41 That he acame into the world, even Jesus, to be bcrucified for the world, and to cbear the sins of the dworld, and to esanctify the world, and to fcleanse it from all unrighteousness; 

  42 That through him all might be asaved whom the Father had put into his bpower and made by him; 

  43 Who aglorifies the Father, and saves all the works of his hands, except those sons of bperdition who deny the Son after the Father has revealed him. 

  44 Wherefore, he saves all aexcept them—they shall go away into beverlasting cpunishment, which is endless punishment, which is eternal punishment, to dreign with the edevil and his angels in eternity, where their fworm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, which is their torment— 

  45 And the aend thereof, neither the place thereof, nor their torment, no man knows; 

  46 Neither was it revealed, neither is, neither will be revealed unto man, except to them who are made partakers thereof; 

  47 Nevertheless, I, the Lord, show it by avision unto many, but straightway shut it up again; 

  48 Wherefore, the end, the width, the height, the adepth, and the misery thereof, they understand not, neither any man except those who are bordained unto this ccondemnation. 

  49 And we heard the voice, saying: aWrite the vision, for lo, this is the end of the vision of the sufferings of the ungodly. 

  50 And again we bear record—for we asaw and heard, and this is the btestimony of the cgospel of Christ concerning them who shall come forth in the resurrection of the djust— 

  51 They are they who received the atestimony of Jesus, and bbelieved on his name and were cbaptized after the dmanner of his burial, being eburied in the water in his name, and this according to the commandment which he has given— 

  52 That by akeeping the commandments they might be bwashed and ccleansed from all their sins, and receive the Holy Spirit by the laying on of the dhands of him who is eordained and sealed unto this power; 

  53 And who aovercome by faith, and are bsealed by the Holy Spirit of cpromise, which the Father dsheds forth upon all those who are just and true. 

  54 They are they who are the achurch of the bFirstborn. 

  55 They are they into whose hands the Father has given aall things— 

  56 They are they who are apriests and bkings, who have received of his fulness, and of his glory; 

  57 And are apriests of the Most High, after the order of Melchizedek, which was after the order of bEnoch, which was after the corder of the Only Begotten Son. 

  58 Wherefore, as it is written, they are agods, even the bsons of cGod— 

  59 Wherefore, aall things are theirs, whether life or death, or things present, or things to come, all are theirs and they are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. 

  60 And they shall aovercome all things. 

  61 Wherefore, let no man aglory in man, but rather let him bglory in God, who shall csubdue all enemies under his feet. 

  62 These shall adwell in the bpresence of God and his Christ forever and ever. 

  63 These are they whom he shall bring with him, when he shall acome in the bclouds of heaven to creign on the earth over his people. 

  64 These are they who shall have part in the afirst resurrection. 

  65 These are they who shall come forth in the resurrection of the ajust. 

  66 These are they who are come unto aMount bZion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly place, the holiest of all. 

  67 These are they who have come to an innumerable company of aangels, to the general assembly and church of bEnoch, and of the cFirstborn. 

  68 These are they whose names are awritten in heaven, where God and Christ are the bjudge of all. 

  69 These are they who are ajust men made bperfect through Jesus the mediator of the new ccovenant, who wrought out this perfect datonement through the shedding of his own eblood. 

  70 These are they whose bodies are acelestial, whose bglory is that of the csun, even the glory of God, the dhighest of all, whose glory the sun of the firmament is written of as being typical. 

  71 And again, we saw the aterrestrial world, and behold and lo, these are they who are of the terrestrial, whose glory differs from that of the church of the bFirstborn who have received the fulness of the Father, even as that of the cmoon differs from the sun in the firmament. 

  72 Behold, these are they who died awithout blaw; 

  73 And also they who are the aspirits of men kept in bprison, whom the Son visited, and cpreached the dgospel unto them, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh; 

  74 Who areceived not the btestimony of Jesus in the flesh, but afterwards received it. 

  75 These are they who are ahonorable men of the earth, who were bblinded by the craftiness of men. 

  76 These are they who receive of his glory, but not of his fulness. 

  77 These are they who receive of the apresence of the Son, but not of the fulness of the Father. 

  78 Wherefore, they are abodies terrestrial, and not bodies celestial, and differ in glory as the moon differs from the sun. 

  79 These are they who are not avaliant in the btestimony of Jesus; wherefore, they obtain not the crown over the kingdom of our God. 

  80 And now this is the end of the avision which we saw of the terrestrial, that the Lord commanded us to bwrite while we were yet in the Spirit. 

  81 And again, we asaw the glory of the btelestial, which glory is that of the lesser, even as the cglory of the stars differs from that of the glory of the moon in the firmament. 

  82 These are they who received not the gospel of Christ, neither the atestimony of Jesus. 

  83 These are they who adeny not the Holy Spirit. 

  84 These are they who are thrust down to ahell. 

  85 These are they who shall not be redeemed from the adevil until the blast resurrection, until the Lord, even Christ the cLamb, shall have finished his work. 

  86 These are they who receive not of his fulness in the eternal world, but of the Holy Spirit through the ministration of the terrestrial; 

  87 And the terrestrial through the aministration of the celestial. 

  88 And also the telestial receive it of the administering of angels who are appointed to minister for them, or who are appointed to be aministering spirits for them; for they shall be bheirs of salvation. 

  89 And thus we saw, in the heavenly vision, the glory of the atelestial, which surpasses all understanding; 

  90 And no man knows it except him to whom God has revealed it. 

  91 And thus we saw the glory of the aterrestrial which excels in all things the glory of the telestial, even in glory, and in power, and in might, and in dominion. 

  92 And thus we saw the aglory of the celestial, which bexcels in all things—where God, even the Father, reigns upon his cthrone forever and ever; 

  93 Before whose throne all things bow in humble areverence, and give him glory forever and ever. 

  94 They who dwell in his apresence are the church of the bFirstborn; and they see as they are seen, and cknow as they are known, having received of his fulness and of his dgrace; 

  95 And he makes them aequal in power, and in might, and in dominion. 

  96 And the glory of the celestial is one, even as the glory of the asun is one. 

  97 And the glory of the terrestrial is one, even as the glory of the moon is one. 

  98 And the glory of the telestial is one, even as the glory of the stars is one; for as one star differs from another star in glory, even so differs one from another in glory in the telestial world; 

  99 For these are they who are of aPaul, and of Apollos, and of Cephas. 

  100 These are they who say they are some of one and some of another—some of Christ and some of John, and some of Moses, and some of Elias, and some of aEsaias, and some of Isaiah, and some of Enoch; 

  101 But areceived not the gospel, neither the testimony of Jesus, neither the prophets, neither the beverlasting covenant. 

  102 Last of all, these all are they who will not be agathered with the saints, to be bcaught up unto the cchurch of the Firstborn, and received into the cloud. 

  103 These are athey who are bliars, and csorcerers, and dadulterers, and ewhoremongers, and whosoever loves and makes a lie. 

  104 These are they who suffer the awrath of God on earth. 

  105 These are they who suffer the avengeance of eternal fire. 

  106 These are they who are cast down to ahell and bsuffer the wrath of cAlmighty God, until the dfulness of times, when Christ shall have esubdued all enemies under his ffeet, and shall have gperfected his work; 

  107 When he shall adeliver up the bkingdom, and present it unto the Father, spotless, saying: I have covercome and have dtrodden the ewine-press falone, even the wine-press of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God. 

  108 Then shall he be acrowned with the crown of his glory, to sit on the bthrone of his power to reign forever and ever. 

  109 But behold, and lo, we saw the glory and the inhabitants of the telestial world, that they were as ainnumerable as the stars in the firmament of heaven, or as the sand upon the seashore; 

  110 And heard the voice of the Lord saying: These all shall bow the knee, and every tongue shall aconfess to him who sits upon the throne forever and ever; 

  111 For they shall be judged according to their aworks, and every man shall receive according to his own bworks, his own cdominion, in the dmansions which are prepared; 

  112 And they shall be aservants of the Most High; but bwhere God and Christ cdwell they dcannot come, eworlds without end. 

  113 This is the end of the vision which we saw, which we were commanded to write while we were yet in the Spirit. 

  114 But agreat and marvelous are the works of the Lord, and the bmysteries of his kingdom which he showed unto us, which surpass all understanding in glory, and in might, and in dominion; 

  115 Which he commanded us we should not write while we were yet in the Spirit, and are not alawful for man to utter; 

  116 Neither is man acapable to make them known, for they are only to be bseen and cunderstood by the power of the Holy Spirit, which God bestows on those who dlove him, and purify themselves before him; 

  117 To whom he grants this privilege of aseeing and knowing for themselves; 

  118 That through the power and manifestation of the Spirit, while in the flesh, they may be able to abear his bpresence in the world of glory. 

  119 And to God and the Lamb be aglory, and honor, and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Adam-ondi-Ahman (sometimes clipped to Diahman as in Adam-ondi-Ahman) is a historic site along the east bluffs above the Grand River in Daviess County, Missouri. According to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints it is the site to where Adam and Eve were banished after being cast out from the Garden of Eden and is to be a gathering spot for a meeting of the priesthood leadership, including prophets of all ages and other righteous men, prior to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

It was the site for a Latter Day Saint Temple (which was never built) and a flash point in the Mormon War to evict the Mormons from Missouri.

After the Mormons were evicted it was renamed Cravensville and was the site of a skirmish on August 4, 1862, in the American Civil War in which six Confederates were killed with 10 Confederates wounded and five Union soldiers wounded when Union troops attempted to stop Confederate reinforcements in the First Battle of Independence
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Most of the site is now owned by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and it remains predominately farmland.

“RLDS” redirects here. For other uses, see RLDS (disambiguation). 
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Community of Christ, known from 1872 to 2001 as the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (RLDS), is an American-based Christian denomination that claims as its mission "to proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of joy, hope, love, and peace,"[1] and reports approximately 250,000 members in 50 nations.

Community of Christ is part of the Latter Day Saint movement begun by Joseph Smith Jr. It also adheres to the Restorationism traditions. Although in some respects it is theologically innovative, it nevertheless considers itself congruent with mainline Protestant Christian attitudes.

Community of Christ follows a largely non-liturgical tradition based loosely on the revised common lectionary.[2] From its headquarters in Independence, Missouri, the church offers special focus on evangelism, peace and justice ministries, spirituality and wholeness, youth ministries and outreach ministries.[3] Church teachings emphasize that “all are called” as “persons of worth” to “share the peace of Christ.”[

