The 17 Primary Errors of Mormonism

Rebuttal

By: Michael Reed (home)


This article is written in response to Ed Decker's anti-Mormon pamphlet, entitled, "MORMONISM What You Need To Know". It is my intention to defend the LDS position, clearing up and/or refuting any misconceptions and false accusations that are held against the Church. Let it be known, though, that I am not an official representative of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, and as such I claim responsibility for what is published here. 


THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

1. The universe is governed by a head god and his council. "The head God called together the Gods and sat in grand council to bring forth the world...In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of the gods; and they came together and concocted a plan to create the world and people it" (Joseph Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, PP. 348-49). 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

1. If there is somebody else up there managing things, the all-knowing God who created all things in the heavens doesn't know about it. Isaiah 42:5 defines Him as "God the lord, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein." In Isaiah 45:12 that same God says, "I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded." 

Okay, Lets look at the first Bible quote, Isaiah 42:5. Take the first word "God" and look it up in James Strong's Greek and Hebrew Concordance. Using this wonderful resource, we can learn what the ancient transcripts say. The word that has been translated as "God" in English, is actually El in Hebrew. El is an abbreviated word for ayil. Ayil means "Strong". James further informs us that this was a title given to Chief political leaders. AMAZING!! 

Now, for your next quote of Isaiah 45. Here we learn that there is another word that Isaiah uses which has been translated as "God" in our English Bible. The word is, elohiym. You may find it interesting that elohiym is actually a plural word, meaning "gods". 

So now Mr. Decker, where is the contradiction? 

I don't see it. In fact, I would say that Joseph Smith hit the nail right on the Head! 

"The head God [Chief] called together the Gods and sat in grand council to bring forth the world... In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of the gods; and they came together and concocted a plan to create the world and people it".

WOW!! God was not alone in the Creation and that explains why he said, 

"Let us make man in our image. After our likeness." (Gen. 1:26)

I think I have proven my point. 

Shall I move on? 

The question is, Who was in Eternity Past with Jehovah God to create the Worlds, according to the Scriptures??



THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

2. God has goddess wives. "This doctrine that there is a Mother in Heaven was affirmed in all plainness by the First Presidency of the Church" (Bruce R. McConkie, Apostle, Mormon Doctrine, p. 516). 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

2. There is absolutely no mention of any wives of God. There will be no marrying in heaven (see Matthew 22:29, 30). 


Your quote only says that "there is a Mother [singular] in Heaven". This is what we believe and teach. As far as "Mothers", I do not know. It is my understanding that any idea in the church beyond this, is mere speculation. 

In response to your criticism, though, I want to make it very clear. We do indeed have a Mother in Heaven. I do not deny it. What a beautiful teaching! 

It is a teaching that is even found in the Bible. 

Do you remember in the Garden of Eden where Adam and Eve were married (joined together)? In Gen 2:24 it says, 

"Therefore shall a man [Adam] leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife [Eve]: and they shall be one flesh."   Perversion of the Scripture and a total lack of knowledge of grammar.
We know that Adams father was God- but here, in this verse, a mother is mentioned as well. Could it be? It makes perfect sense. 

_______________

To respond to the passage you quoted, found in Matt. 22:29-30, I think good old Bruce R. McConkie explains it well in his book, Doctrinal New Testament Commentary. 

"What then is the Master Teacher affirming by saying, 'in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven'? He is not denying but limiting the prevailing concept that there will be marrying and giving in marriage in heaven. He is saying that as far as 'they' (the Sadducees) are concerned, that as far as 'they' ('the children of this world') are concerned, the family unit does not and will not continue in the resurrection. Because he does not choose to cast his pearls before swine, and because the point at issue is not marriage but resurrection anyway, Jesus does not here amplify his teaching to explain that there is marrying and giving of marriage in heaven only for those who live the fullness of gospel law--a requirement which excludes worldly people." (1:605-6)   Where in the Scriptures can this teaching be found???? 

all this could be, but Jesus told these Sadducees, “Ye do err, NOT knowing the Scriptures” and then stated there would be neither marriage or giving in marriage in heaven but men would become as the angels.   So According to Jesus, there is not and will not be marriage in heaven.  Therefore there are no mathers in heaven.


If you still don't accept it, and still want to believe that no one is married in heaven, here are some more passages to convince you of your error. 

1 Cor. 11:11 mentions not one thing concerning marriage


Matt. 18:18   Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  What does this have to do with marriage?   Subject under consideration is church discipline.


Matt. 19:4-6 Subject under consideration is divorce, and this text has nothing to do with marriage in heaven or ‘mothers in heaven.”

Ecc. 3:14 This speaks of what God does is forever, but again has no mention of marriage or mothers.   If he is trying to say that all marriages are formed by God, he is in big trouble. 
1 Pet. 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.  Again has nothing to do with marriage or motherhood in heaven.




THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

3. God is limited by a physical body. "The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's" (D&C, 130:22). "If God possesses a form, that form is of necessity of definite proportions, and therefore of limited extension and space. It is impossible for Him to occupy at one time more than one space of such limits" (James E. Talmage, Articles of Faith, p.43). 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

3. The one true God is infinite. Any other "god" is a false god (see 2 Chronicles 6:18; Psalm 139:4-8; Jeremiah 23:24). 

God is infinite, yet he has a body. Read the whole chapter of each passage you quoted. 2 Chronicles 6, Psalms 139, and Jeremiah 23, all mention how God has hands, arms, ears, eyes, a heart, and a mouth. Aren't those body parts? Furthermore, Jeremiah 29:39 mentions how it is even possible to be cast out of his presence (which would be impossible if he were physically omnipresent). 

"Then how can he be omnipresent?", you may ask. It is through his infinite knowledge, works, and glory. He can withdraw his Glory and at any time. 

Those who do not understand this have been fooled by false traditions. The form of God the Father is not a gas of intelligence that fills the eternities. He has a body of flesh and bones. 

The Savior, Jesus Christ (the son of God) taught this principle to his disciples, saying, 

"He that hath seen me hath seen the Father." (John 14:9)

The Apostle Paul in comparing the resurrected Savior to God the Father, said he was "in the express image of his person". 

Was the resurrected Savior a Spirit? No, of course not! 

Neither was his Father. 

Jesus said, 

"Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have." (Luke 24:39)

You criticize Joseph Smith for saying God has a body, when all you have as an argument is a couple out of text passages from the Bible. Remember, Joseph knows from first hand experience. He saw and spoke with God the Father, along with the Jesus Christ, face to face. I would say that makes him an expert on the subject. 

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?

If I ascend up into heaven, thou [art] there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou [art there].

[If] I take the wings of the morning, [and] dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;

Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.




THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

4. There are many gods: "In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of the Gods; and they came together and concocted a plan to create the world and people it...In all congregations when I have preached on the subject of the Deity, it has been the plurality of Gods" (Joseph Smith, Founder and First Prophet, History of the Church, vol. 6,pp.308,474). 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

4. There was, is, and always will be only one God (see Isaiah 43:10,11; 44:6-8; 45:5,6,18-22; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:39; James 2:19). 

Although I have already refuted this issue in my response to number one, there is so much more that can be said still. 

The Gospel of John recorded the Savior's words on the issue. He said, 

"is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods." (John 10:34)

Christ’s reply to their accusation of him (for such their vindication of themselves was), and his making good those claims which they imputed to him as blasphemous (v. 34, etc.), where he proves himself to be no blasphemer, by two arguments:— 

1. By an argument taken from God’s word. He appeals to what was written in their law, that is, in the Old Testament; whoever opposes Christ, he is sure to have the scripture on his side. It is written (Ps. 82:6), I have said, You are gods. It is an argument a minore ad majus—from the less to the greater. If they were gods, much more am I. Observe, 

(1.) How he explains the text (v. 35): He called them gods to whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken. The word of God’s commission came to them, appointing them to their offices, as judges, and therefore they are called gods, Ex. 22:28. To some the word of God came immediately, as to Moses; to others in the way of an instituted ordinance. Magistracy is a divine institution; and magistrates are God’s delegates, and therefore the scripture calleth them gods; and we are sure that the scripture cannot be broken, or broken in upon, or found fault with. Every word of God is right; the very style and language of scripture are unexceptionable, and not to be corrected, Mt. 5:18. 

(2.) How he applies it. Thus much in general is easily inferred, that those were very rash and unreasonable who condemned Christ as a blasphemer, only for calling himself the Son of God, when yet they themselves called their rulers so, and therein the scripture warranted them. But the argument goes further (v. 36): If magistrates were called Gods, because they were commissioned to administer justice in the nation, say you of him whom the Father hath sanctified, Thou blasphemest? We have here two things concerning the Lord Jesus:—[1.] The honour done him by the Father, which he justly glories in: He sanctified him, and sent him into the world. Magistrates were called the sons of God, though the word of God only came to them, and the spirit of government came upon them by measure, as upon Saul; but our Lord Jesus was himself the Word, and had the Spirit without measure. They were constituted for a particular country, city, or nation; but he was sent into the world, vested with a universal authority, as Lord of all. They were sent to, as persons at a distance; he was sent forth, as having been from eternity with God. The Father sanctified him, that is, designed him and set him apart to the office of Mediator, and qualified and fitted him for that office. Sanctifying him is the same with sealing him, ch. 6:27. Note, Whom the Father sends he sanctifies; whom he designs for holy purposes he prepares with holy principles and dispositions. The holy God will reward, and therefore will employ, none but such as he finds or makes holy. The Father’s sanctifying and sending him is here vouched as a sufficient warrant for his calling himself the Son of God; for because he was a holy thing he was called the Son of God, Lu. 1:35. See Rom. 1:4. [2.] The dishonour done him by the Jews, which he justly complains of—that they impiously said of him, whom the Father had thus dignified, that he was a blasphemer, because he called himself the Son of God: "Say you of him so and so? Dare you say so? Dare you thus set your mouths against the heavens? Have you brow and brass enough to tell the God of truth that he lies, or to condemn him that is most just? Look me in the face, and say it if you can. What! say you of the Son of God that he is a blasphemer?’’ If devils, whom he came to condemn, had said so of him, it had not been so strange; but that men, whom he came to teach and save, should say so of him, be astonished, O heavens! at this. See what is the language of an obstinate unbelief; it does, in effect, call the holy Jesus a blasphemer. It is hard to say which is more to be wondered at, that men who breathe in God’s air should yet speak such things, or that men who have spoken such things should still be suffered to breathe in God’s air. The wickedness of man, and the patience of God, as it were, contend which shall be most wonderful. 

2. By an argument taken from his own works, v. 37, 38. In the former he only answered the charge of blasphemy by an argument ad hominem—turning a man’s own argument against himself; but he here makes out his own claims, and proves that he and the Father are one (v. 37, 38): If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. Though he might justly have abandoned such blasphemous wretches as incurable, yet he vouchsafes to reason with them. Observe, 

(1.) From what he argues—from his works, which he had often vouched as his credentials, and the proofs of his mission. As he proved himself sent of God by the divinity of his works, so we must prove ourselves allied to Christ by the Christianity of ours. [1.] The argument is very cogent; for the works he did were the works of his Father, which the Father only could do, and which could not be done in the ordinary course of nature, but only by the sovereign over-ruling power of the God of nature. Opera Deo propria—works peculiar to God, and Opera Deo Digna—works worthy of God—the works of a divine power. He that can dispense with the laws of nature, repeal, altar, and overrule them at his pleasure, by his own power, is certainly the sovereign prince who first instituted and enacted those laws. The miracles which the apostles wrought in his name, by his power, and for the confirmation of his doctrine, corroborated this argument, and continued the evidence of it when he was gone. [2.] It is proposed as fairly as can be desired, and put to a short issue. First, If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. He does not demand a blind and implicit faith, nor an assent to his divine mission further than he gave proof of it. He did not wind himself into the affections of the people, nor wheedle them by sly insinuations, nor impose upon their credulity by bold assertions, but with the greatest fairness imaginable quitted all demands of their faith, further than he produced warrants for these demands. Christ is no hard master, who expects to reap in assents where he has not sown in arguments. None shall perish for the disbelief of that which was not proposed to them with sufficient motives of credibility, Infinite Wisdom itself being judge. Secondly, "But if I do the works of my Father, if I work undeniable miracles for the confirmation of a holy doctrine, though you believe not me, though you are so scrupulous as not to take my word, yet believe the works: believe your own eyes, your own reason; the thing speaks itself plainly enough.’’ As the invisible things of the Creator are clearly seen by his works of creation and common providence (Rom. 1:20), so the invisible things of the Redeemer were seen by his miracles, and by all his works both of power and mercy; so that those who were not convinced by these works were without excuse. 

Comparing the verses you quoted and John 10:34, they appear to contradict each other- But, to take them at surface value, you take them out of context. It is an easy mistake to make. 

Then what is meant when we read that there is "only one God"? 

It simply means, "As far as we should be concerned, there is only one God for us to turn to- the one who happens to be our Father. We are his responsibility as his children, and as his children, we should honor him. We must never place any other before him or after him. He is our Patriarch." 

In 1 Corinthians 8:5-6, the Apostle Paul wrote to the people of Corinth, saying, 

"For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) But to us there is but one Lord, the Father".

Do you understand now? 

There are also other times where the word "One" gets confusing. For instance, "The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are One." 

Some who read this, are quick to think, "Jesus must have begotten himself then!" This, of course, is a mistake. God the Father, the son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost, are all separate entities. A good illustration of this, is at Christ's Baptism. 

As Jesus Christ was baptized in the river Jordan, the Holy Ghost came down in the sign of a dove, and a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am will pleased." 

Now unless you think Jesus was a ventriloquist, we should understand that Jesus and God the Father are separate entities. Think about what Gods voice from heaven would have been saying if they weren't. It makes me laugh to think how ridiculous it would be for God to say, "Hey, everybody! This is me, and I am pretty darn proud of myself." I don't mean to be facetious, though. I am simply making a point. Jesus is literally the Son of God. 

Then, what did Jesus mean, saying, "I and my Father are one"? (John 10:30) 

He meant one in unity, one in purpose, one in truth. Jesus prayed to the Father that his followers would be "one" in the same way. In his own words he said, 

"Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me." (John 17:20-23)



THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

5. Jesus and Satan are brothers. "The appointment of Jesus to be the Savior of the world was contested by one of the other sons of God--Lucifer. This spirit-brother of Jesus desperately tried to become the Savior of mankind" (Milton R. Hunter, First Council of Seventy, The Gospel Through the Ages, p. 15). 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

5. The real Jesus is the only begotten Son of God. He is God's son (John 1:1-14). Satan was a created angel--not a son of God (Isaiah 14:12). Jesus created all things, and in Him the fullness of God dwells! (see Colosians 1:15-20; Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 1:1-13). 

The Greek word mon-og-en-ace', is commonly translated throughout the New Testament to mean "only begotten". Virtually every instance that this word has been used has been in reference to Jesus Christ and his relationship to the Father. One exception to this, though, is found in Heb. 11:17, when Isaac is called the "only begotten son" (mon-og-en-ace') of Abraham. Anyone who is even remotely familiar with the Bible knows that Abraham also has a son named Ishmael. So as you can imagine, this verse has caused a lot of scholars to scratch their heads and take a second look. 

Was Jesus God the Father's "only begotten son"? 

There are two answers to this question because all creation is "two fold-- firstly spiritual, secondly temporal." (Message of the First Presidency, 4:201-2) 

· Spiritually- Jesus was the first born of many. As such, he holds the birthright. 

· Temporally- Jesus was the only begotten of the Father in the flesh. 

Now as for someone being a brother to Jesus, there are three different possibilities. 

· To be a literal spirit child of God the Father; which we all are. (Acts 17:29, Eph 4:6, Heb 12:9, Moses 6:5) 

· To be a mortal son of Mary. Joseph and Mary had other children too, so, Jesus did have a few "half" siblings. (Mark 6:3, Gal 1:19) 

· To be a spiritual brother in the faith, by following the commandments of God the Father. (Matt 12:50) 

The ONLY definition which Lucifer qualifies in being a brother to Jesus Christ, is the first. His name means "Son of the Morning". In the beginning he was a spirit child of God the Father, so technically that makes him his son, therefore Jesus' brother. 

I say technically because, although Lucifer was a spirit child in the beginning, eventually he became prideful, rebelled, and renounced his Heavenly Family. For this reason, he was cast out of Heaven and is now known as "the fallen angel". 


THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

6. Mary was not a virgin. "Christ was begotten by an Immortal Father in the same way that mortal men are begotten by mortal fathers...Christ was born into the world as the literal Son of this Holy Being; He was born in the same personal, real, and literal sense that any mortal son is born to a mortal father" (Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p.547,742). 

THE BIBLE TEACHES 

6. Jesus was begotten by the Holy Ghost. Mary was indeed a virgin (see Matthew 1:19-23; Luke 1:35). 


Mary was not a virgin? This, of course, is false. Bruce R. McConkie never believed such a thing, nor did he teach it. In fact, his position was made very clear on page 822 of the same book you cited, Mormon Doctrine. He said, 

"Modernistic teachings denying the virgin birth are utterly and completely apostate and false."

(How did you miss that? Maybe because you never read the book. Of course that assumption would give you the benefit of the doubt, since it rules out motives for deception.) 

The rest of the quotation, on the other hand, is accurate; but, to understand what he was really saying, read them together, including the one I just gave you. Do you get it now? He is simply saying, "Jesus is literally the Son of God the Father." 

You see... in your quote, what McConkie was arguing against, wasn't the issue of Mary's virginity at all, but the idea of Jesus being "just an expression of God the Father". 

As I mentioned before, we do not believe that Jesus and God the Father are the same person. The relation of God the Father and Jesus Christ, is a Father and Son relationship. 

The LDS position of Jesus being the Only Begotten of the Father through Mary, does not mean we believe sexual intercourse was the method. Sexual Intercourse would have taken away her virginity- therefore making the prophets of old liars. 

As Alma prophesied: 

"And behold, he shall be born of Mary, at Jerusalem which is the land of our forefathers, she being a virgin, a precious and chosen vessel, who shall be overshadowed and conceive by the power of the Holy Ghost, and bring forth a son, yea, even the Son of God." (Alma 7:10)

Now... how was Jesus begotten? 

"By the power of the Holy Ghost". 

God is a God of miracles. He was capable of begetting the savior, while still maintaining her virginity. As James E Talmage put it, the conception was "not in violation of natural law but in accordance with a higher manifestation thereof" (Jesus The Christ, James E. Talmage, p. 77). 

Enough said. 



THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

7. Jesus was married. "Jesus was the bridegroom at the marriage of Cana of Galilee. We say it was Jesus Christ who was married, to be brought into relation whereby he could see his seed" (Orson Hyde, Apostle, Journal of Discourses, vol.2, p.82). 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

7. Jesus and His disciples were guests a Cana (John 2:2). Read John 2:1-12. This Mormon doctrine is generally not taught openly today. Marriage in a Mormon temple (called celestial marriage) is mandatory to progress to becoming a god in Mormonism. To fit the theology of Mormonism, the Mormon "Jesus" has to be married--or He would only be a ministering servant to those in Mormonism's heaven who have "celestial marriage." 

First of all, it needs to be clarified that there is no official doctrine whether or not Jesus was married. What you have quoted is just a theory. Although evidence seems to point in the direction that Jesus was the Groom at "the marriage of Cana of Galilee", we don't know for sure. As such, it will remain a theory until the Lord reveals it and the Prophets declare it. 

It is true that Eternal Marriage is necessary for the exaltation of all Gods children (including Jesus Christ), yet, it may not necessarily happen during ones mortal probation. Marriages can and will be performed during the millennial reign of Jesus Christ. Therefore, to say we invented the idea of Jesus being married in order to fit our previous theology, is preposterous. 

It is clear that you don't believe that Jesus was the Groom, and that is okay, but why does the idea seem so threatening to you? 

Just because it isn't mentioned black and white in the Bible, it doesn't mean it didn't happen. Read the very last verse in the Gospel of John. Here John admits: 

"there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen."

______________

You told me to read John 2:1-12. I did read it, in fact I read it again and again, and I don't understand your point. How does verse two say he was a "guest"? I think you should read it again. It only says: 

"And both Jesus was called and his disciples, to the marriage."

Are you saying, "Since he was called to the wedding, then he couldn't have been the groom"? That is a pretty big stretch. Is that all you've got? 

Are you aware that Jewish marriages were arranged by the parents? As such, wouldn't it seem appropriate for the parents to call the Groom forth, along with his friends? 

And what about Mary, Jesus' mother, ordering the servants to do what he says (v. 5)? As a guest, wouldn't that have been rude of her? Most certainly. On the other hand, if Jesus was the Groom and Marry the hostess, it would have been quite appropriate. 

Also, did you know that Jewish tradition says it's the responsibility of the Groom to prepare wine? 

After Jesus turned the water to wine, "the ruler of the feast had tasted" it, "called the bridegroom", and said to him, "thou hast kept the good wine until now." (v. 9-10)

Since Jesus had just replenished it, wouldn't it seem logical that the ruler of the feast was speaking to him? I think so. 

Did you also know that, according to Jewish tradition, only married men were suppose to have beards? 

I COULD GO ON AND ON- but it is not really necessary to do so, since there is no official stand for the Church on the subject. 




THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

8. "God himself was on[c]e as we are now, and is an exalted man...I say, if you were to see him today, you would see him like a man in form...like yourselves in all the person, image, and very form as a man...he was once a man like us; yea, that God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth" (Joseph Smith, History of the Church, vol. 6, p. 305). 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

8. God was never a man. He created man! God has been God from all eternity to all eternity (see Psalm 41:13; 90:2; 102:25-27; Romans 1:22,23). 

God was never a man. 

Then why is Jesus, the Son of God, synonymously called the Son of Man? (Matt. 9:6, 10:23, 11:19, 12:8, 12:32, 12:40, 13:37, 13:41, 16:13, 16:27, 16:28, 17:8, 17:12, 17:22, 18:11, 19:28, 20:28, 24:30, 26:64.) 

So far, I have listed the ones found in Matthew- the first of 27 books found in the New Testament. Need I go on? I don't think so. 

He created man! 

If we are "off spring of God" (Acts 17:29), and we are men, then we should understand that God is a Man. 

In saying this, though, we are not to put him at our level- as Paul said, we should not "change the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man" (Romans 1:23). Why? Because He is better than we. He is immortal. He is perfect. He is a "Man of Holiness". 

God has been God from all eternity to all eternity. 

You quoted Psalms 41:13 and 90:2, in attempt to refute our teachings. But do they really? Both of the passages say how God was God, "from everlasting to everlasting", and I can see how this can cause confusion for you. Based on the english definition, "everlasting" means eternal. It is important, though, to never limit a Hebrew meaning to an English word. 

The Hebrew word for everlasting, is o-lawm, which means concealed, the vanishing point, or time out of mind. It can also mean, always, ancient, eternal, or perpetual. It comes from the word aw-lam which means, to veil from sight. An absolute lie…no hebrew lexicon can be produced to say this.  Always is used in the sense of “always being”  Ancient is used as in go back into the ancient times as far as you will.”

As you can see, Mr. Decker, not all of the definitions can be used to refute the teaching that God was once a Man like us. 

The word chosen to be the "correct" translation, would depend on previous understanding or misunderstanding. As for me... I choose to accept perpetual, ancient, concealed, or time out of mind. You on the other hand, probably prefer always and eternal. 

But how would your definition explain "the everlasting covenant" between God and Israel (Lev. 24:8)? 

Those covenants we know didn't last forever. When Jesus came he "fulfilled the law" (Matt. 5:17) and made a new covenant with Gods people (Heb. 8:6;12:24).  

Psalms 41:13 

I am surprised you quoted this passage. If you read it carefully, you will see that it does not at all contradict our teaching. In fact, it leaves the issue as an open possibility. It says: 

"Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, and Amen."  The prepositional phrase everlasting, and to everlasting modifies the words LORD God, not Israel.  Of Israel is in the construct relation and translates the God who belongs to Israel.  In Hebrew it would read  Baruch Yahweh Elohim, Israel, Olam olam, Amen Amen  or jBlessed be Jehoval Elohim the God of Israel the One who is from everlasting to everlasting, Amen Amen 
You see... to say that God was always the God of Israel, then you must also say Israel always existed. 

This passage proves my point, that everlasting, doesn't necessarily mean "God has always been". 

Psalms 102:25-27 

In reading this passage, I see no contradiction either. 

Verse 25 speaks of God laying the foundation of the earth and creating the heavens. Verse 26 continues in saying how he will "endure" while others of this world shall "parish". Then finally, verse 27: "But thou [God] art the same, and thy years shall have no end."

We, believe that God the Father is now in an exalted, immortal state, never to die again. In this exalted and immortal state, he will remain the same- by not parishing as others of this world will. 
As David says, "His years shall have no end". 

Amen! 




THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

9. Man may become god. "Here then is eternal life...to know the only wise and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves, and to be kings and priests to God, the same as all gods have done before you...To inherit the same power, the same glory and the same exaltation, until you arrive at the station of God" (Joseph Smith, History of the Church, vol. 6, p. 306). 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

9. The great lie of Satan from the beginning was that man may become a god (see Genesis 3:1-5; Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:1-10). 


The Great lie of Satan? 

I am surprised at how Biblically illiterate you are. 

Are you sure you have read the Bible? 

You sited Genesis 3:1-5 to refute the prophet Joseph Smith's teaching. 

"Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat."

Yes, it is true that the Serpent said "they shall be as gods", but that doesn't mean it was a lie. 

Why do you stop there? 

Read on! 

Look at verse 22. 

"And the LORD God said, behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil."  Being like someone is not being someone. He was like God in that he knew good and evil, not that he was a god.

Are you calling God a liar too?! 

What about Jesus Christ, when he said, 

"Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods." (John 10:34)

How about Psalms 82? 

"GOD standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods. How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Selah. Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and the needy. Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked. They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course. I have said, ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High. But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes. Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations."

We are literally the "offspring of God" (Acts 17:29). As his "children", we are "heirs" of his Glory (Rom. 8:17). 

Contrary to sectarian belief, Mans destiny is not sitting on a cloud, playing a harp, and signing praises before the throne of God for eternity. 

We shall progress (even after this life) line upon line, grace to grace- until that perfect day when we shall be like God. We shall be holy as He is holy (Lev. 19:2; 1 Pet. 1:16). 

Jesus told his followers, 

"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." (Matt. 5:48).

That is the great command. That is mans greatest destiny. 

We must strive for perfection day by day. 

It won't come all at once, but through trial and err, and the grace of God we can do it. 

We are a god in embryo. 






THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

10. Total perfection is demanded. "We also have to forsake the sin and never repeat it, not even in our minds...In order to remain forgiven, we must never commit the sin again" (Discussion F, Uniform System for Teaching Families, pp. 35-36). 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

10. "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God: (Romans 3:23); "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned" (Romans 5:12); and Galatians 2:21: "I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain." 

"Total perfection is demanded"? 

No. It would be more accurate to say, "perfection is commanded." 

"Commanded by whom?" you may ask. 

Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

In Matt 5:48, he said, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." It is "Perfection" that his followers must strive for. As he has said, 

· "I am the way, the truth, and the life: No man commeth unto the Father, but by me." (John 14:6) 

· "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also." (14:12) 

· "If ye love me keep my commandments." (14:15) 

· "If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love." (15:10) 

· "If a man abide not in me (my love), he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned." (15:6) 

· "Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise parish." (Luke 13:3) 

· "Go, and sin no more." (John 8:11) 

The Greek word for repentance is met-an'-oy-ah, which means to have "a change of mind". 

Only true repentance will bring about this change- a transformation of heart, mind, and soul, in accordance to the will of God. 

The Lord, speaking to the house of Israel, said, 

"Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit". (Ezekiel 18:31)

The Apostle Paul, speaking to the Romans, admonished, 

"And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind." (Romans 12:2)

And Apostle Peter- 

"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out". (Acts 3:19)

Once we experience this transformation, we must do all we can to continue in it. The journey may be difficult, sometimes, as we "bare the old rugged cross". Sometimes we may stumble and fall. We might even begin to stray of the path, but when this happens, we can be assured that the Lord will give us strength and direct us back. This is what Paul meant when he said, 

"I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me." (Phillipeans 4:13) 

"I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you." (Philippians 3:14-15)

God will never force. This would be contrary to "free agency". He will simply guide us by the Holy Spirit, and leave the decision of following, up to us. (John 16:13) 

As we choose to come unto the Lord, he will help us. 

"If men come unto me I will show unto them their weakness. I give unto men weakness that they may be humble; and my grace is sufficient for all men that humble themselves before me; for if they humble themselves before me, and have faith in me, then will I make weak things become strong unto them." (Ether 12:27)

How are we to come unto the Lord? 

We must repent. 

We must turn from our wicked ways and follow him, bringing forth "fruits worthy of repentance". (Luke 3:8) 

There are five "fruits" of repentance that I have found in the Holy Scriptures. 

First, we must recognize and admit to ourselves that we have sinned. 

"If we say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." (1 John 1:8)

We must feel sorrow for what we have done. 

"For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation." (2 Corinthians 7:10)

We then must confess the sin. 

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (1 John 1:9)

We should do what we can to make restitution. 

"If a soul sin, and commit a trespass against the LORD, and lie unto his neighbor in that which was delivered him to keep, or in fellowship, or in a thing taken away by violence or hath deceived his neighbor; Or have found that which was lost, and lieth concerning it, and sweareth falsely; in any of all these that a man doeth, sinning therein: Then it shall be, because he hath sinned, and is guilty, that he shall restore that which he took violently away, or the thing which he hath deceitfully gotten, or that which was delivered him to keep or the lost thing which he found, Or all that about which he hath sworn falsely; he shall even restore it in the principal." (Leviticus 6:2-5)

And finally, not do it again. 

"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy." (Proverbs 28:13)


As we take these five steps, having faith in Gods mercy and the Atonement of Jesus Christ, we will be forgiven. We will remain forgiven as we continue in righteousness. 

Yet, if the sin is repeated we will no longer be forgiven. 

Why? 

Because the sin was repeated. 

We do not believe that we can commit a sin, ask forgiveness, do the sin again, and still be faultless in the eyes of the Lord. 

In order to be forgiven, we would need to repent again and try harder. 

Repentance is life long process. 

A process for both the wicked and the righteous since "all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23). 

Dr. Hugh Nibley, a current LDS religious scholar, said, 

"The gospel of repentance is a constant reminder that the most righteous are still being tested and may yet fall, and the most wicked are not yet beyond redemption and may still be saved." (Of All Things, pp. 6)



THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

11. The black race is a cursed people. "Not only was Cain called upon to suffer, but because of his wickedness, he became the father of an inferior race. A curse was placed upon him and that curse has been continued through his lineage and must do so while time endures. Millions of souls have come into this world cursed with a black skin and have been denied the privilege of Priesthood and the fulness of the blessings of the Gospel" (Joseph Fielding Smith, The Way to Perfection, p. 102). (Although it became expedient for the Mormon church to open the Priesthood to blacks in 1978, the alleged revelation did not change Mormon doctrine regarding the penalty of being black. This revelation also directly contradicted established Mormon doctrine.) 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

11. The color of a person's skin has no merit with God: "For there is no respect of persons with God" (Romans 2:11); and "For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but to have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, father" (Romans 8:15). That includes all of us here on earth--black, white, red, or yellow, king or slave. All of us are made in God's image. 


Throughout history the priesthood has been limited to a specific group of people. In the Old Testament of the Bible, we learn that the priesthood was designated to one of the twelve tribes of Israel, the tribe of Levi. (Joshua 18:7) This designation, did not at all mean that the other eleven tribes were inferior. It simply was the order that God appointed. When Jesus (whom himself was of the tribe of Judah) came, restoring the higher priesthood after the order of Melchezedek, non-Levites were also included to preside over the church. For instance, Paul was of the tribe of Benjamin. (Romans 11:1) 

This priesthood was still withheld from Canaanites, though. Many have asked, "Why?" Some were bold enough to try to answer the question. In doing so, many over stepped the bounds of revealed truth, into theory and speculation. 

Some LDS members, who were puffed up in the pride of the world, held racist feelings and formed theories to fit their prejudices. 

As a result, on December 15, 1969, the First Presidency of the Church declared, 

"From the beginning of this dispensation, Joseph Smith and all succeeding presidents of the church have taught that Negroes, while spirit children of a common Father, and the progeny of our earthly parents, Adam and Eve, were not yet to receive the priesthood for reasons which we believe are known to God, but which He has not made fully known to man."

The Prophet Spencer W. Kimball, addressing the racists ideas among the members of the church, said, 

"A special problem exits with respect to blacks because they may not now [1972] receive the priesthood. Some members of the Church would justify their own un-Christian discrimination against blacks because of that rule with respect to the priesthood, but while this restriction has been imposed by the Lord, it is not for us to add burdens upon the shoulders of our black brethren. They who have received Christ in faith through authoritative baptism are heirs to the celestial kingdom along with men of all other races. And those who remain faithful to the end may expect that God may finally grant them all blessings they have merited through their righteousness. Such matters are in the Lord's hands. It is for us to extend our love to all…" 

"What a monster prejudice is! It means prejudging. How many of us are guilty of it? Often we think ourselves free of its destructive force, but we need only to test ourselves. Our expressions, our voice tones, our movements, our thoughts betray us." (The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, pp. 237-238)

Although, at the time, Cainaanites were not to receive the priesthood, it was believed that they would one day receive it. 

Wilford Woodruff declared: 

"The day will come when all that race will be redeemed and possess all the blessings which we now have." (History of Wilford Woodruff, pp. 351)

President Harold B. Lee said, 

"sometime in God's eternal plan the Negro will be given the right to hold the priesthood."

For decades, the saints waited. The issue weighed heavily on the mind of the Prophet Spencer W. Kimball. 

"Now this prophet, small in physical stature but a spiritual giant, wrestled again [and again], seeking and pleading in behalf of the faithful among all priesthood-denied people. Not only did he struggle, seek, and plead, but his brethren in the highest councils of the church did so as well." (Boyd K. Packer: A Watchman on the Tower, Chapter 18)

June 8, 1978 the Lord had spoken. It was announced, 

"He [the Lord] has heard our prayers, and by revelation has confirmed that the long-promised day has come when every faithful, worthy man in the Church may receive the holy priesthood, with power to exercise its divine authority, and enjoy with his loved ones every blessing therefrom". (D&C Declaration 2)

The Apostle Bruce R. McConkie noted that the revelation came upon all present. He said, 

"President Kimball knew, and each one of us knew, independent of any other person, by direct and personal revelation to us, that the time had now come to extend the gospel and all its blessings and all its obligations, including the priesthood... to those of every nation, culture, and race, including the black race." (BYU Studies, Vol. 25--1985/ Number 4-Fall 1985)

What a beautiful day it was! 




THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

12. The Bible is incomplete and has serious errors. "Ignorant translators, careless transcribers, or designing and corrupt priests have committed many errors--many plain and precious things were deleted, in consequence of which error and falsehood poured into the various churches. One of the great heresies of modern Christendom is the unfounded assumption that the Bible contains all of the inspired teachings now extant among men" (Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, pp. 82, 83). 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

12. The Bible is God's Word; and the word of God will stand forever (see Isaiah 40:8; 1 Peter 1:25). 


Are you serious? You don't believe the Bible has errors? You must either be ignorant, are currently suffering from a severe case of denial. 

Which of the countless translations, may I ask, do you think to be the "perfect one"? 
And which language? 

You do realize, don't you, that it is impossible to "perfectly" translate a text from one language to another, for the fact that each and every language has its own unique words. Words of which hold special meanings that cannot be matched by any other. Because of this, in the transition from a Greek manuscript to a English transcript (for example), a great deal of meaning is lost. 

To illustrate what I am telling you, take a look at the beginning of the first verse, found in Hebrews chapter 11 of the KJV. 

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for".

The Greek word hupostasis, is translated as "substance" in this verse- yet, this is not the complete definition of the word. It also means: assurance, resolution, confidence, realization, essence, foundation, basis, title-deed... and so on. (I'm sure there are many more.) 

Okay, if you were playing translator, Mr. Decker, which word would you choose? 

· Would you agree with the King James Version, using "substance"? 

· Or the Berkeley Version of the New Testament, with "solid-ground"? 

· Or the Twentieth Century New Testament that has "realization"? 

· The Jerusalem Bible thinks "guarantee" is the correct translation. Do you agree? 

· How about the Centenary Translation: The New Testament in Modern English? They choose "title-deed". 

· Maybe the Emphasized New Testament: A new translation, with "confidence". 

· Perhaps you are partial to the American Standard Version which uses "assurance". 

· Or maybe you could do like the New Testament in Modern Speech that has two meanings, both "confidence" and "assurance". 

· The Jehovah's Witnesses in their New World Translation use two words as well. They say, "Faith is the assured expectation of things hoped for". 

Who is right, and who is wrong? 

You would think that "great minds would think alike", but as you can see, this has definitely not been the case among the religious scholars of the world. 

Polluted Transcripts 

We acknowledge, along with many other denominations of the Christian world, that the Bible does indeed have errors. 

Not just from the process of translating Greek and Hebrew to English, has the word of God been polluted, but it has been polluted by time itself. The ancient transcripts, from which our Bibles were translated from, contain errors too. 

The Catholic Church, who was a major source from which a great deal of the New Testament transcripts came, understands this reality. 

In volume 60 (What is the Bible?) of the 20th Century Encyclopedia of Catholicism, page 20, it says, 

"In speaking of an ancient text one must never lose sight of the elementary fact that until the invention of printing, the written word was handed down by a succession of copies. Each time it was copied the text ran all kinds of dangers; the scribes might be careless, ignorant or so eager to do a good job that they 'emended' the original in accordance with their own ideas. As for the 'revisers' who intervened from time to time to restore the text to its original purity, it often happened that their boldness or lack of comprehension produced further blunders. Consequently, our chances of possessing an accurate copy of an ancient text diminish with the passage of time."

Are you aware that even the oldest of transcripts we have, date only as far back as the 3rd century? Did you know that it is a copy of a copy of a copy? It is true. 

So... do I need to go on to convince you that what Joseph Smith said is true. 
Would you like me to make of list of some errors? 

How about just a couple? 

__________________

The hours of the crucifixion are mixed up 

· Mark 15:25,33,34 says that at the third hour Jesus was crucified, at the sixth hour darkness covered the whole earth, and that it wasn't till the ninth hour that the darkness was lifted. (Matthew and Luke are pretty much in harmony with Mark's record of the hours.) 

· John 19:14, on the other hand, says that Jesus was still standing before the Jews at the sixth hour. Pilate said to the crowd, "Behold your king." 


Contradiction of Paul's vision 

· Acts 9:7 says that the men who journeyed with Paul, heard a voice but saw nothing. 

· Acts 22:9 says just the opposite. Paul says that the men who were with him saw the light but heard nothing. 


Judas' death and what he did with the money 

· Matthew 27:5 says how he threw the money into the Temple and then hung himself. 

· Acts 1:18 says that Judas purchased a field with the money and then fell headlong and all his bowels gushed out. 

________________


I could go on, but it isn't necessary. Just from these few examples, one can see clearly that the Bible does have errors. 

This is why our 8th Article of Faith says, 

"We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly."
End of speech. 




THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

13. Except for the LDS Church, all churches are false. "I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong; and the personage who addressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in his sight; and those professors were all corrupt" (Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith 2:19)."This Church is the only true and living church upon the face of the whole earth: (D&C, 1:30). "There is no salvation outside the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" (Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 670). 

THE BIBLE TEACHES 

13. The church is the spiritual body of Christian believers with Jesus at its head. That is the true church--not any specific organization (see Ephesians 1:22,23; 2:11-16; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 12:12; Matthew 16:18). 

To start off, there is only one chapter to Joseph Smith's History in the Pearl of Great Price. What you quoted is not found in Joseph Smith History 2:19, but 1:19. 

Furthermore, D&C 1:30 is misquoted. The passage does not say, "This Church is the only true and living church upon the face of the whole earth:" 

It says, 

"And also those to whom these commandments were given, might have power to lay the foundation of this church, and to bring it forth out of obscurity and out of darkness, the only true and living church upon the face of the whole earth, with which I, the Lord, am well pleased, speaking unto the church collectively and not individually-"

These may seem like insignificant errors, but if you are going to quote, do it accurately. 

_________________

Moving on to the argument... I am very confused. 

Your position is: The true church is not an organization, but simply a body of believers. I have paraphrased it, but I think I understand what you are saying. What I don't understand, though, is how the passages you site, support your argument. 

Ephesians 1:22,23 speaks of Christ as being the head of the Church. 

Amen. He is the head of our Church. The Prophet Joseph Smith taught this principle clearly. He said, 

"Christ was the head of the Church, the chief corner stone, the spiritual rock upon which the church was built". (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, pp. 318)

Ephesians 2:11-16 talks about how, in the past, Gentiles were alienated and considered to be unclean, because they were not circumcised. Yet, Jesus fulfilled the law, putting an end to many old ordinances like circumcision (and blood sacrifice, etc.), and atoned for all men, both Jew and Gentile. 

Where is the contradiction? 

1 Corinthians 1:2 says how the members God's church have been sanctified through Jesus Christ, who is the Lord and redeemer of all people everywhere, by calling on his name. 

Where does this say that the Church of Jesus Christ is not an organization? 

1 Corinthians 12:12 says that the Church, made up of many members, is to be one body- just as the body of Jesus is one. 

This actually supports our position that there is one Church of Jesus Christ. Verse 28 even mentions that there would be an organization to that body (Church), with apostles, prophets, teachers, etc. 

Matthew 16:18 Jesus tells Peter, "Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." 

The passage that you sited supports our position, once again. Even more so as you read the following verse: The Savior tells Peter that he will give him "the keys to the kingdom of heaven" (Priesthood), so that what he "bind[s] on earth" could be "bound in heaven". 

__________________

It is true that we claim to be the one and only church on earth, established by Jesus Christ himself. In these last days, the Church had been restored from centuries of apostasy. An apostasy, prophesied to come forth, prior to the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

The Apostle Paul, in his second epistle to the church in Thessalonica, spoke of how an apostasy would precede the second coming. He said, 

"Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;" (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3)

Speaking of this "falling away" he told Timothy, 

"that in the last days perilous times shall come" and that the people would be "lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof:" (2 Timothy 3:1,5) 

"the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." (4:3,4)

This was the current state of the many of the different denominations at the time young Joseph asked God which church he should join. To his surprise, he was told to join "none of them". Apparently, Joseph Smith was hoping that God would tell him to join the Methodist Church, being somewhat partial to it, yet, this was not the case. 

Joseph was called to be a prophet of God as an instrument in the hands of the Lord, restoring the gospel, the church, and its priesthood back to the earth. This restoration came under the direction of Jesus Christ, through angelic ministry to Joseph Smith. 

The Apostle John saw the day, in the vision of the great Apocalypse. He said, 

"I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people." (Revelation 14:6)

Isaiah spoke of this everlasting gospel that would come forth in the last days, bringing the world out of apostasy. 

"Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this people, even a marvelous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid." (Isaiah 29:13-14) 

"surely your turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potters clay: for shall the work say of him that made it, He made me not? or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, He had no understanding?" (v.16) 

"And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out obscurity, and out of darkness." (v.18)

Joseph Smith translated this book that he received from Angel Maroni, which is now known as the Book of Mormon. This great record of Holy Scripture, is the "stick of Joseph" that Ezekiel prophesied about, that was to be joined together with the "stick of Judah" (the Bible) and become one in our hand. (Ezekiel 37:16) 

Not only did Joseph bring forth the Book of Mormon by the power of God, but he was also instructed to call and ordain twelve others to lead the church. 

As Paul said to the Ephesians, 

"the household of God" was to be "built upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;" (Eph 2:19,20)

Why was this done? 

"For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ" (Eph. 4:12) 

"That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine". (v. 14) 

"That there should be no schism in the body;" (1 Corinthians 12:25)

These passages make it very clear that the Jesus Christ's Church would not be just a body of believers, but would be an organization, grounded in his pure gospel, led by ordained leaders. 

_________________

These leaders would not be self-appointed. 

An order must be followed in the House of the Lord. 

"What is that order?" you may ask. 

Priesthood lineage. 

As our fifth article of faith says, 

"We believe that man must be called of God, by prophecy , and by the laying on of hands by those who are in authority, to preach the Gospel and administer in the ordinances thereof."

This teaching is consistent with the Bible. Paul said, 

"no man taketh this honor unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron." (Hebrews 5:4)

How was Aaron called? The Lord directed the prophet Moses to anoint and ordain him to the office of which he was to be called. (Exodus 28:1, 41; 40:13-16) 

Joshua was chosen by God, through the prophet Moses, as well. "he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge, as the Lord commanded". (Numbers 27:27) 

This pattern of ordination further continued through the days of David and Samuel. (1 Chronicles 9:22) 

Jesus ordained the twelve apostles (Mark 3:14) and they in turn, ordained others to various offices. (Titus 1:5) This was all done under the direction of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 13:2-3) 

Methias was also chosen, by the remaining eleven apostles, to take the place of Judas who had died. (Acts 1:15-26) 

Should there be any question whether Christ's Church today would possess the same Priesthood authority, and organization. Not at all! The Bible has made it very clear. The only church that meets these qualifications is the restored Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Saints. No other has Prophets and twelve apostles. No other has an unbroken priesthood chain that can be traced back to Jesus Christ. As such, we are the only "living church upon the face of the whole earth" (D&C 1:30). All other churches are still in apostasy. 

The very fact that revelation has ceased in other churches is proof of this. 

They say, "The Bible is all that God has given us, and ever will give us, pertaining to scripture. There will be no more." 

Then, they quote Revelations 22:19 and take it out of context. They point out that John says, we are not to add to "the things which are written in this book" They ignorantly assume that that means there would be no more scripture. But this is false. 

The Greek word that is translated as "book" in this passage is bib-lee'-on, which means "scroll", "written document", "bill", or "small book". The word "Bible", on the other hand, originally came from ta biblia which means "the books" (Plural). This is what the Bible actually is. It is a collection of books. 

Since the New Testament wasn't compiled till centuries later, we must the assume that the only book he was speaking of was the small document that John was writing while on the Isle of Patmos. He was speaking of the book of Revelations. That explains why, in verse 19, he says, "the book of this prophecy." 

____________________


Although we are the true Church of Jesus Christ, that doesn't mean that the other denominations throughout the world are completely false in their teachings. They do have some truth. Perhaps some truth that we may not posses ourselves. As such, for our own benefit, we should be open to learning from other religions. By doing so, through the spirit of discernment, we can more fully know the mysteries of God. 

Joseph Smith said, 

"Have the Presbyterians any truth? Yes. Have the Baptists, Methodists, & c., any truth? Yes. They have a little truth mixed with error. We should gather all the good and true principles in the world and treasure them up, or we shall not come out true "Mormons". (HC 5:117) 

"One of the Grand fundamental principles of "Mormonism" is to receive truth, let it come from whence it may." (HC 5:599) 

"We don't ask any people to throw away any good they have got; we only ask them to come and get more. What if all the world should embrace this Gospel? They would then see eye to eye, and the blessings of God would be poured out upon the people, which is the desire of my soul." (HC 5:259)

What a wonderful day it will be when we all can see eye to eye. We should not fear truth, only error. It is only error that flourishes in the dark. 

One truth that wish I share with you, is that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the organization that Christ has established. It is the central point for all people of all faiths to gather to, bringing the truth they have, to receive much more. Jesus has called and ordained Prophets and 12 Apostles to lead his children under direct revelation. This leadership is necessary, so "That there should be no schism (division) in the body;" (1 Corinthians 12:25) It is my prayer that you ponder over what I have written and ask the Lord if we are his true church. If you do this with real intent, the Lord will reveal it to you by the power of the Holy Spirit. You have my promise, you have Moroni's promise (Moroni 10:1-3), you have James's promise (James 1:5-6), but most importantly you have the promise of Jesus Christ himself (Matthew 7:7-8). You can find out for yourself. 




THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

14. Joseph Smith was a holy prophet. "I have more to boast of than ever any man had. I am the only man that has ever been able to keep a whole church together since the days of Adam. A large majority of the whole have stood by me. Neither Paul, John, Peter, nor Jesus ever did it. I boast that no man ever did such a work as I. The followers of Jesus ran away from Him; but the Latter-day Saints never ran away from me yet" (Joseph Smith, History of the Church, vol. 6, pp. 408-09). 

THE BIBLE TEACHES 

14. No prophet of God ever made a statement like Joseph Smith's. King Nebuchadnezzar had similar pride to Joseph Smith's. He was driven out by God to live with the animals (see Daniel 4:28-33). 


As you cited, the quote does indeed come from "History of the Church, vol. 6, pp. 408-09". I have a question for you though. Did you stumble across this quote while reading the volumes yourself, or did you just clip the quote from an anti-Mormon book? I am guessing that you did the second, because, if you found it while reading the volumes yourself, you would have understood its context. 

Since it is obvious that you don't have a clue about what Joseph was really saying and who he was saying it to, I will now ask you to bare with me as I shed some light for you. 

Your quote fails to mention that just before Joseph Smith said this, he had read to them Second Corinthians chapter 11. Furthermore, your quote doesn't mention who the statement was directed towards. It was spoken against his "dissenters". The very people who has beaten, tarred and feathered, spit upon, and ultimate killed him. It is too bad that you never read the volumes yourself. You would have noticed, just before your quote, that it says: 

"Address of the Prophet-His Testimony Against the Dissenters at Nauvoo. President Joseph Smith read the 11th Chap. II Corinthians."

Now, I ask you to open your Bible and read Second Corinthians, chapter 11. Pay careful attention to verses 1, 16-18, 22-23, 32-33. The Apostle Paul says: 

"WOULD to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me." 

"I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a little. That which I speak, I speak it not after the Lord, but as it were foolishly, in this confidence of boasting. Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also." 

"Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I. Are they ministers of Christ (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft." 

"In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me: And through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his hands."

Understanding that Joseph Smith read this to the congregation as an introduction to his address, makes all the difference. He was, asking the saints to "bare with him" in his "folly", while he "boasted foolishly" about his "labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent". He also wanted them to know that what he was about to say, would not be "after the Lord, but as it were foolishly". Joseph Smith planned to "glory after the flesh", as he spoke against his dissenters- just as Paul had done. He was going to mock the fools with foolishness. I guess you could say, "He was going to give them a taste of their own medicine." And all the while, he ultimately planned to make it very clear: "WHATEVER YOU DO TO ME, I WILL ALWAYS COME OUT ON TOP!" 

With this in mind, read Joseph's address again. 

"I, like Paul, have been in perils, and oftener than anyone in this generation. As Paul boasted, I have suffered more than Paul did. I should be like a fish out of water, if I were out of persecutions. Perhaps my brethren think it requires all this to keep me humble. The Lord has constituted me so curiously that I glory in persecution. I am not nearly so humble as if I were not persecuted. If oppression will make a wise man mad, much more a fool. If they want a beardless boy to whip all the world, I will get on the top of a mountain and crow like a rooster: I shall always beat them. When facts are proved, truth and innocence will prevail at last. My enemies are no philosophers: they think that when they have my spoke under, they will keep me down; but for the fools, I will hold on and fly over them. 

God is in the still small voice. In all these affidavits, indictments, it is all of the devil-all corruption. Come on! ye prosecutors! ye false swearers! All hell, boil over! Ye burning mountains, roll down your lava! for I will come out on the top at last. I have more to boast of than ever any man had. I am the only man that has ever been able to keep a whole church together since the days of Adam. A large majority of the whole have stood by me. Neither Paul, John, Peter, nor Jesus ever did it. I boast that no man ever did such a work as I. The followers of Jesus ran away from Him; but the Latter-day Saints never ran away from me yet. You know my daily walk and conversation. I am in the bosom of a virtuous and good people. How I do love to hear the wolves howl!"

Do you get it now? 

As you can see, knowing both who Joseph was speaking to, and what he had read prior to the discourse, is essential to put his words into context. 


THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

15. Prophets are above Scripture. "The living Prophet is more vital to us than the Standard Works (Bible, BofM, etc.). The living Prophet is more important to us than a dead prophet (David, Moses, Isaiah, etc.). Those who would remove prophets from politics would take God out of government" (LDS prophet, President Ezra Taft Benson, address at Brigham Young University, Feb. 26, 1980). 

It is too bad that your quote of Ezra Taft Benson was cut so short. If you would have quoted him further, his statement would have been clearly sustained by Biblical support. 
He said, 

"God's revelations to Adam did not instruct Noah how to build the ark. Noah needed his own revelation. Therefore, the most important prophet, so far as you and I are concerned, is the one living in our day and age to whom the Lord is currently revealing His will for us."

This is how it has always been. This is how it shall always be. If you don't accept it, then you will be no different than those who had believed in Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, yet persecuted Moses for the new revelations God had revealed through him. Or in later times, those who accepted Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses, but sought to stone the very Son of God. This is nothing new. 

The Lord, Jesus Christ told his Disciples this during his Sermon on the Mount, 

"Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you." (Matt 5:10-12)


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

15. In these last days God speaks through His Son (Hebrews 1:1,2). The authority claimed by the Mormon Church is through an "Aaronic Priesthood," which cannot be valid since Jesus abolished it when He took its place (Hebrews 7:11-19; 8:6-13), and a "Melchizedek Priesthood," which never existed as any operative "priesthood." Jesus is our only High Priest in the likeness of Melchizedek--he alone holds this priesthood permanently (see Hebrews 7:15-28; 9:11-15). 

The Priesthood is the power and authority delegated to man, to lead the affairs of Gods Kingdom. By this authority, throughout mankind's history, the Gospel has been preached and ordinances of salvation have been performed (Matt 21:23-25). Jesus held the Holy Priesthood after the order of the Son of God (also called the Melchizedek Priesthood). 

The authority, though, didn't leave when he ascended into Heaven (John 15:16). He had passed on the keys and powers of the Priesthood to Peter and the Apostles (Matt 10:1; 16:19; Mark 13:34; Luke 9:1-2; 2 Cor 10:8). Because of this, the Apostles were able to ordain others (Acts 13:3; 14:23) and continue in directing the affairs of the Church through revelation. 

A perfect example of this, was when Simon the sorcerer saw the Apostles lay their hands on those who had been baptized, "that they might receive the Holy Ghost". After witnessing this, Simon "offered them money, Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost". Peter, as Paul did, understood the order that the Priesthood was to be given (Heb 5:4). The Priesthood could not be bought with money. Knowing that Simons heart was "not right in the sight of God", he rebuked him saying, "Thy Money perish with thee." (Acts 8:14-21) 

Another example is found in the book of Acts, chapter one, when the Apostles came together and ordained Matthias to replace Judas, who had died after betraying Christ. They fully understood that the Church needed to have 12 Apostles, as Jesus had designed. 

The Bible, for us, has made it crystal clear. The Priesthood was indeed "operative", even after the death and resurrection of Jesus. (1 Pet 2:9) 

Ephesians 4:11-12, speaking of Jesus, the Apostle Paul said, 

"he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:"

This organization was established to serve as the foundation and framework of Christ's church (Eph 2:20, 1 Pet 2:5). Today, only the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints matches the blue print. We have 12 Apostles; we have Prophets; we have Evangelists; we have Pastors; we have Teachers; we have Deacons (Philip 1:1); we have Priests (Luke 1:8); we have High Priests (Gen 14:18); we have Elders (Acts 14:23); we even have a Quorum of the Seventy (Luke 10:1). 

Considering all of these facts, I ask, "Why do you criticize our church for having a Prophet, when Prophets are said to be part of the very foundation of the Church of Jesus Christ (Eph 2:20)?" You said, "In these last days God speaks through His Son", insinuating that he no longer speaks through Prophets or Apostles; yet, this obviously contradicts what we are told throughout the Bible. 

After Jesus called and ordained his Apostles, he sent them the to preach his Word to the "lost sheep of the house of Israel", saying, 

"take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you." (Matt 10:19,20)

Furthermore, the Prophet Amos recorded the Lords words when he said, 

"Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets." (Amos 3:7)

Don't you realize, that the very fact that you don't have Prophets in your church, testifies that the Lord is "doing nothing" in your church? 

(I understand that what I have said may bother you, but please don't misunderstand my motives. I am not trying to destroy your faith, but to build it up. This can not happen, though, if you fail to realize that your church remains in apostasy.) 

__________________

Hebrews 7:11-19 does not at all say that Jesus "abolished" the Aaronic (Levitical) Priesthood, as you claim. It does say though, in most translations of the Bible, that the Priesthood was "changed"- Unfortunately, this is a vague translation, since "change" can either mean alter or replace. The original Greek meaning, on the other hand, isn't nearly as vague. The Greek word met-at-ith'-ay-mee, means "transpose" (to alter an order of two things). This is exactly what happened with the Priesthood. The Melchizedek Priesthood (Holy Priesthood after the Order of the Son of God) was set above the Aaronic (Levitical) Priesthood as the presiding authority. 

You have also said that Jesus was the only High Priest after the order of Melchizedek, yet, none of the passages you quote say such a thing. The closest passage that I can find, with the possibility of being ignorantly interpreted this way, is in Hebrews 3:1. It says that Jesus is "the High Priest and Apostle". Some might wish to emphasize "the" in this verse to alter its meaning, saying, "The word 'the' tells us that he is the only, and that there is no other High Priest but him." This interpretation, of course though, is ludicrous. You see... in order to interpret the verse in this way, one must also then say that Jesus was the only Apostle. 




THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

16. Mormons are also saviors. "We are the only people that know how to save our progenitors, how to save ourselves, and how to save our posterity in the celestial kingdom of God; that we are the people God has chosen by whom to establish his kingdom and introduce correct principles into the world; and that we are in fact the saviours of the world..." (John Taylor, Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, p. 163). 


THE BIBLE TEACHES 

16. Over 500 verses deal with death, and over 300 deal with salvation. Not one verse even hints that we can be saviors of the dead. The Bible tells us in Hebrews 9:27, "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment." Note that this isn't the Mormon concept, which states: "After this comes missionary lessons, a proxy baptism, and a series of Mormon ordinances that will allow you to become gods..." 


There are many verses in the Bible that "hint" about being "saviors of the dead". In fact, the verses go beyond just "hinting". The Bible actually teaches it. Unfortunately, though, for first time readers or biased scholars, the teaching may not be spelled out enough to be noticed or accepted. Seeing that you are one of these two people (you can take your pick), I will spell it out for you. 

Before I begin, though, I must backtrack a little before explaining our Father in Heavens plan for us. 

We must first understand the character of God. 

As the Holy Scriptures tell us, He is perfect. He is all knowing and all powerful. He is merciful, kind and just. We are his children and he is our Father. Understanding this relationship alone, tells me he has more love for us than we could ever imagine. Because he loves us, he wants us to progress and be happy. He has provided a plan to make all of this possible. 

This plan has been delivered to us, through revelation (direct communication with God), by his chosen, ordained leaders, throughout history. The greatest messenger that was sent of all, was His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. He was sent to teach us, both in word and deed, perfectly. He told his followers, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." (John 14:6) 

Ultimately, Jesus' testimony was sealed with his own blood as he hung on the cross (Hebrews 9:16-17). When he suffered, though, he not only did so to seal his testimony with his blood, but more importantly to take upon himself our sins, so "that whosoever believeth in him should not parish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16) 

The Apostles understood that believing in Jesus and following his teachings were prerequisites for salvation, and so they took very seriously his command, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have command you:" (Matt 28:19-20) The Lord further told them, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." (Mark 16:16) 

What a tremendous responsibility, Jesus gave to his Church. He placed the salvation of Gods children in their hands. The Lord was depending on them to provide His salvation for all. 

The very thought that some might not receive salvation, if they didn't do their part, troubled Paul. This is what went through his mind when he told the Church, 

"If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable." (1 Cor 15:19)

The Apostle Paul further acknowledged their great responsibility, saying, 

"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be sent?" (Rom 10:13-15)

The answer of Paul's rhetorical question was obvious: "They cannot be saved unless we teach them. If they are not taught, they wont have the opportunity to believe. If they don't believe, they will be damned." 

_______________


After reading this, understandably comes the sincere question: 

"Well then... what about people who were not taught about Jesus in this life? What about a child who was raised by atheist parents? How could the child be judged for lack of faith, if the Word was never preached to him? What about those who lived before Jesus was born? Would a loving Father withhold salvation from them? 

Our hearts can only answer, "No of course not! God is not a respecter of persons. He is both merciful and just for all." Yet, then follows the thought, "But how can this be? The Bible makes very clear that those who don't accept Jesus as their personal savior, have no hope for salvation." 

Unfortunately, there are many Christians who are caught in this tremendous paradox, un-able find resolution. 

The good news, though, is that this confusion is not necessary. There is an answer for how God's mercy and justice can co-exist. 

_________________

Lets pause for a moment, and examine a couple things that happened during and after the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 

· As Jesus hung on the cross, he told one of the thieves next to him (the one who asked him to remember him), "To day shalt thou be with me in paradise." (Luke 23:43) 

· Three days later, he rose from the tomb and appeared to Mary Magdalene. (His words to her I find very curios.) He said, "Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father." (John 20:17) 

So here is the "million dollar question": 

"What did Jesus, as a spirit, do during the three days?" 

ANSWER: He went to spirit paradise as he told the thief. After that, he went to spirit prison, to teach those who hadn't lived by or accepted his teachings. 

Turn to 1 Peter 3:18-19 and 4:6. It says, 

"For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison;" 

"For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit."

Thus, the words of Zechariah were fulfilled. The Lord had released the "prisoners of hope" from the "pit wherein there is no water". (Zech 9:11-12) 

__________________


"Wherein there is no water"- This bring us to the next point. As I mentioned earlier, Jesus made it very clear what the first two prerequisites for salvation were. He said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." (Mark 16:16) 

So far, I have explained how those in spirit prison are given the opportunity to accept the teachings of Jesus and believe. Now, to explain how the second prerequisite (baptism) is provided, I will quote from Legrand Richards, 

"How can a spirit be baptized by immersion for the remission of sins? This can only be done by proxy- by the living for the dead. When the gospel is accepted by the departed spirits, their hearts turn to their children upon the earth, who have the privilege of being baptized for their kindred dead so they may go on and, as Peter states, 'live according to God in the spirit.' What a wonderful demonstration of God's justice! The gospel is thus within the reach of all his children, no matter whether they have heard it preached while in mortality or not." (A Marvelous Work and a Wonder, p. 171)

This Holy and Sacred ordinance of "vicarious Baptism", was practiced in the early Church of Jesus Christ. It was recorded in 1 Corinthians, chapter 15. The Apostle Paul wrote a epistle to the people of Corinth, who were apparently having a hard time believing in a resurrection. He told them, 

"Now if Christ be preached that he rose form the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?" (v. 12) 

"if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain." (v. 14) 

"if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins." (v. 17)

Paul then went on to explain that if there was no resurrection of the dead, then being baptized in their behalf would be vain (useless) as well. He said, 

"Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead?" (v. 29)

It is clear from this passage that the Church was truly performing proxy baptism. No matter how the Greek is translated, the passage speaks for itself. 

__________________

The King James version: "Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead..." 

The New Testament: An American Translation (Edgar J. Godspeed): "Otherwise, what do people mean by having themselves baptized on behalf of the dead..." 

The Paraphrased Epistles (Kenneth N. Taylor): "then what point is there in people baptizing 
themselves for those who are gone..." 

The New Testament of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (John Broadus et al): "Else what will they do who are immersed for the dead..." 

The New Testament in Modern Speech (Richard Francis Weymouth): "Otherwise what will those do who are baptized for the dead..." 

The Amplified New Testament: "Otherwise, what do people mean by being [themselves] baptized in behalf of the dead..." 

The Jerusalem Bible: "If this were not true, what do people hope to gain by being baptised for the dead..." 

I could go on and on. 

It should be clear by now that the practice of vicarious baptism, was performed in the early Church of Jesus Christ. It is through the performance of proxy ordinance that the prophecy of Malachi has been fulfilled: Just one instance of the EARLY CHURCH or the APOSTLES practicing this will be sufficient.

The time would come when "heart of the fathers" would be turned "to the children", "and the heart of the children to their fathers" (Malachi 4:6).

Why are their hearts turned to us, you may ask? Because they know that they could "not be made perfect" without us (Hebrews 11:39-40). 

We the "saviors", whom Obidiah spoke of, that would "come up on mount Zion" in the last days (Obadiah 1:21). 

_________________


Evidence from Apocryphal text 

In the Third book of Hermas, chapter nine, it speaks of those who had died, being preached to so "that they might enter the kingdom of God" (v. 155). The Apostles, knowing that they they were lacking the "seal" (baptism) (159), performed the ordinance for them in their behalf. Even though the actual ones who went into the water had "already received the seal" for themselves (156), they did so again- this time not for their own benefit, but for the benefit of those who had died without. As Hermas put it, "they gave this seal to them. They went down therefore into the water with them (figuratively), and again came up." (157-158) "For they could not otherwise enter into the kingdom of God". (151) 



The second book of Maccabees (an ancient Jewish apocryphal text), has recorded another example of the performance of vicarious ordinances in behalf of the dead. This time, rather than baptism, animal sacrifice was performed. 

Just after the battle of Marisa in 163 B.C., the Jewish army gathered the dead to have them "laid to rest among their relatives in their ancestral tombs. But when they found on each of the dead men, under their tunics, amulets of the idols taken from Jamnia, which the Law prohibits to Jews, it became clear why these men had lost their lives." They died in the war because they had given themselves to Idolatry. Troubled with what they found, the surviving soldiers "gave themselves to prayer, begging that the sin committed might be fully blotted out." Judas (the leader of the army) was among those who were distressed. He counseled the surviving brethren, urging them to "keep themselves free from all sin, having seen with their own eyes the effects of the sin of those who had fallen." Judas, then collected money and purchase an animal to use as a sin offering, in behalf of those who had died. This action was not at all considered heresy, but was "altogether fine and noble", "in which he took full account of the resurrection. *For if he had not expected the fallen to rise again it would have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead, whereas if he had in view the splendid recompense reserved for those who make a pious end, the thought was holy and devout. This was why he had this atonement sacrifice offered for the dead, so that they might be released from their sin." (Maccabees 12:38-45) 

* The same point that Paul made about baptisms for the dead. 




THE MORMON CHURCH TEACHES 

17. Joseph Smith will be our final judge. "No man or woman in this dispensation will ever enter into the celestial kingdom of God without the consent of Joseph Smith. From the day that the Priesthood was taken from the earth to the winding up scene of all things, every man and woman must have the certificate of Joseph Smith, junior, as a passport to their entrance into the mansion where God and Christ are" (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p. 289). 

THE BIBLE TEACHES 

17. Jesus said we would be judged by His word and made no mention of Joseph Smith. John 12:48 says, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day." Paul referred to Christ as our judge--not Joseph. Second Timothy 4:1 states, "I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom." 


I have read the whole discourse that Brigham Young gave. You make it sound as though Brigham was saying that Joseph Smith would supersede Jesus Christ, by being the last and final word at the great judgment bar. This is not what Brigham Young taught. This is not what we believe. 

Once again the words of the prophets have been twisted and taken out of context, making "the truth of God into a lie". (Romans 1:25) 

The truth is that Jesus will be the ultimate judge- yet this does not mean he will do it on his own. Joseph, along with many others, will assist the Savior. As Hyrum Smith taught: 

"The Father 'hath committed all judgment unto the Son'. And He will judge in accordance with the testimony of His servants. In the world, the Elders are not considered of great importance, at present, but when the Judge of all the Earth is seated on His throne, they also will occupy thrones and assist in the final adjustment of all things." (Doctrine and Covenants Commentary, p. 437)

This is no new teaching, for Jesus had told his followers, 

"in the regeneration [resurrection] when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." (Matt 19:28) to the twelve

In the Apocalypse, John the beloved saw the day that the saints would judge and reign with Christ: 

"I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the Word of God". (Rev 20:4)

Obidiah of the Old Testament prophesied, 

"And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD'S." (Obad 1:21)

And finally, the Apostle Paul asked the question, 

"Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world?" (1 Cor 6:2)

I will now reiterate the question- now directing it specifically towards you. 

"Don't you know that the saints shall judge the world?"


Your answer to this question is unambiguous. NO. YOU DID NOT KNOW THIS! 



Home
Any comments? You can contact me at: mhreed@softcom.net 

