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I HAVE been asked to contribute an article for a book written by my father, "Once a Methodist; Now a Baptist. Why?" I shall endeavor to trace very briefly the Negro's place in ancient history and in American life at the present day. Were I assigned to a subject in differential calculus, I could not more forcibly feel my inability to do justice to the matter.

Writer after writer has written on "Industrialism," the "Negro Problem," etc., but the question of the Negro's place in history has been sadly neglected. Very few persons appear to know anything about ancient Negro history, yet it is an established fact that the Ethiopian race is one of the most ancient on the globe, extending back to a period of four or five thousand years before the Birth of Christ.

The Ethiopian descended from Ham, and settled chiefly in Africa. When Greece was in her infancy, and long before Rome was founded, the chief city of the Negroes was along the Nile River. Its private and public buildings, its markets and public squares, its colossal walls and stupendous gates, its gorgeous chariots and alert footmen, its inventive genius and rare scholarship made it "The Cradle of Civilization" and "The Mother of Art." The learning of this people spread along the Nile to the beautiful and venerable city of Thebes--the city, I am told, of a hundred gates and a monument to Negro civilization and genius.

Greece went to school to the Egyptians, and Rome turned to Greece for law and the science of warfare. England dug down into Rome for centuries to learn to build and plant, and how to establish governments and maintain them. The flow of civilization has been from the Eastern Continent to the Western Continent. Thus, you see, we belong to a race of which any nation might be proud.

In following up my argument relative to the Negro's place in ancient history, I shall quote a speech delivered by Rev. C. F. Checlyzli, B. Sc., M. A., to Toronto University. Rev. Mr. Checlyzli is a native of Abyssinia, East Africa, and is a minister of the National Coptic Church. He ranks with the foremost scholars of the age, having been educated at the famous Oxford University, England, where he received the degree of Master of Arts. The subject of the address was, "Can the Ethiopian Race be Educationally the Indo-European's Equal?"

MR. PRESIDENT, PROFESSORS AND STUDENTS OF TORONTO UNIVERSITY:

"I come to endeavor to advance an argument that seems to be causing, much uncalled-for selfishness and agitation--not because of its importance, but on account of conditions and circumstances. In arguments of scholarly foundations we look not on existing conditions; nay, but rather try to discover the cause of the same. The law of causation must not be violated.

"Nature in her regulated orders offers no pretext of imperfecting individual, conscious or unconscious, specie of creation, for in demonstrating various orders she, though consummating embryos, pretended no sympathy to give in the transmittance of punishment for violating her laws.

"You will permit me to follow ethnology for a moment. In the aspiration of conscious germs to physical beings, the Creator has had some attributes of vital importance mysteriously transcending apprehensive impulses to them. These peculiar attributes demonstrated through aleozoic, paleozoic and neozoic matters actual consciousness aided to develop to physical perfection the selected germs. These germs physicologically represented each other from incipiency, producing no varying character.

"We know not how many years of unnumbered operations nature had been laboring in the usages 

of the laws of magnetism, chemical affinity and gravitation to aid physical perfection, but we will confine ourselves to ethnological investigation, after asserting that there was a singular oneness of the complexion, black. All the evidences as revealed by astronomical and geological researches, have established the unquestionable yea, should it not have been for the prejudice partly universal, regarded of the color black. The variations of color are due to climatic effects; for by established laws the human family was to have been separated, and after countless years to have purchased foreign colors, according to their habitations, from the original one, black.

"Some so-called ethnologists, naked of the mantle of historical and traditional sciences, misrepresent the African people, ignorant of the fact that it was this grand and dignified Continent where the human race originally came from. Others (pardon me in tracing the institutions of learning and asserting that they were called phantasm, prejudice and blasphemy) have been heralding their pitifully and destructively ignorant doctrine, that the 'Africans spring of the monkey species;' that 'they became black from Ham, who had a curse from his father, Noah.'

"I do admit that some of us are Hamitically conglomerated; yea, Shemitically, also. But it is not a fact that it was this same land, Africa, figuratively speaking, literally Ethiopia, Nubia and Egypt, Noah's descendants journeyed from and located themselves in Western Asia?

 Instead of Ham to have obtained the 'curse' that drunken Noah pronounced--bear in mind, it was not to Ham, but to 'Canaan,' his son--I say, instead of the curse to have befallen him (if it was a 'curse' to have been accepted by one of justice), it befell the sons or descendants of Shem and some of Japheth. Friends and citizens, I maintain emphatically that Ham has had the color of his father, and that Shem and Japheth were freaks of nature.

"Whence came the father of architecture, Nimrod, grandson of Ham--Ham who had returned and established himself among his father's descendants in Ethiopia, modern Abyssinia? Whence originated the mighty founder and discoverer, Mizpeh, who founded Egypt and from whom all Egyptians sprung, varying physiologically characteristic from the Temperate Zone's effect, after centuries from other Africans. From whence came the Chaldeans in resistance, whose alphabetical discovery the English plagiarized? Is it not from the devout manifestations of Jethro the Ethiopian priest and the Chaldeans from whom the Jews through Moses, son of Amran, the Egyptian black, who the Jews try falsely--ethnologically to include in Levi's house, obtained a religion from? Whose sublime classics are now towering above others due to its heart-reaching effect consumed in all the important universities of the world. Is it not the Ethiopian--Grecian Homer, whose grandfather and mother came from the modern Abyssinia--who some try to rob from us on account of distinctive selfishness: Is it not a fact that the metaphysician, Plato, obtained his first metaphysical idea from the Ethiopians, who then with massive institutions of learning and scholars of enthusiastic principles, demanded potentates and nobles from afar to come and accept the essentials of civilization? 

Who was Copernicus, the first scholarly astronomer, whose broad and intellectual mentis enabled him to scan over constellations of the seventh magnitude, exalt his spectroscopic observations on towering summits beyond the ninth magnitude of stars, and grasp forth the hidden truth, demonstrating the immeasurable spaces and stupendous planetary system's size? I ask who was this mighty champion of astronomy, who discovered the inferiority of Nomo's habitation and instilled higher notions to man astronomically setting forth the possibility of other existing creatures of intelligence habitating the planets? I ask were he not an Ethiopian, ethnologically? 

Who was the father of proverbial technicalities, yea, marched forth gloriously triumphant through the stupendous ethereals, apprehended the number of fiery orbits and returned after scholarly investigations with an indubitable memoranda, and laid down ecclesiastical and psycological arguments, difficult for atheistical critics to comprehend; was he not Solomon, son of Beersheba, the Ethiopian whom the Jews fakely claim? 

Who first conceived the idea of developing military stratagem, loftier in his morals and ambition than Napoleon Bonaparte? Who was he but Hannibal, the dignified, black general of Ethiopia, modern Abyssinia, who scaled the dreary and oppressive climate of the Alps, after defeating the Indo-Europeans of Spain and Portugal, again to have subdued Rome at his mercy?

"I say that it is a shame for facts to be hidden and slander and fake historical records be propagated among students, because a race retains the original color and some to have become physiologically variant. I admit that when we take into consideration the diverse tribes of Africa, difficulty seems to apprehend our ethnological researches; but we must not be perplexed in following up the investigation of lex causis.

"Scientifically speaking, variations of species are produced by the effect of mysterious impulses in nature's operation of climate. The Torrid Zone, partly enshrouded with the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, have more than other small zones the most varying species, conscious and unconscious, of creation, due largely to climatic influences. These influences not only subject its inhabitants to physical uncomeliness, but also disastrously operate, on the mental Power. Yes, considering these countless ages since the various physiological characters now see" in parts of Africa have been, laboring under foreign conditions and circumstances, sympathy ought to be 

universally invoked, than uncalled-for selfish condemnation of their ignorant habits.

"The greater part of the Ethiopian race has lost their ancient greatness, but history has recorded the facts of their forefathers' honorable actions and essential contributions to the world literally consumed, ethically speaking; they stained none of their characters; but instead made a government that stands unconquerable and conservative even until now, as Abyssinia, ancient Ethiopia.

"The Creator demonstrated no barrier to stay the progress of any race; but nature in her operations, created physical and intellectual deterioration. The Ethiopians only desire to be left alone now in the rightful territories of their original habitation, and they will yet demonstrate to the Indo-European the profundity of their mental power. 

Assyria has no longer remained; Greece and Persia have lost the glory of their independence; Rome has become morally degraded; the Ottoman has to be protected by European nations; Spain has many a time been brought to the dust; Egypt, a colony of Ethiopia that afterwards rose independently and powerfully, is now under England's domination. But there yet standeth the mightiest chronological land, Ethiopia, where the scattered fragments of hers found all over the earth sprang from, that has never been conquered. Think not that it is because it is protecting a great number of conglomeric people it remains independent; nay, it is because the favor of Jehovah enshrouds it as an honor of its past civilization."

With these argumental facts advanced, I resume my apologetic, introduction of this ancient race, and maintain that he can be the Indo-European's equal if justice be given him. Space will not permit me to trace ancient history any further; but I shall pass on and take up the other phase of the subject: The Negro's place in American life at the present day. That we have made remarkable progress since emancipation is a fact that will not admit of a possibility of a doubt.

From the Census Bureau, we learn the following facts about the Negro in all the branches of industry he was represented; this was not true immediately after his emancipation. Our Negro teachers and college professors number 21,268 in the United States alone. We have 15,510 preachers; 82 bankers and brokers, 128 civil engineers and surveyors, 728 lawyers, 12,327 iron and steel workers, 54,980 railroad laborers, 186 electricians, 529 linemen, 55,328 railroad employees, 52 architects, designers and draughtsmen, 236 artists and teachers of art; 1,724 physicians and surgeons, 212 dentists, 210 journalists, 3,921 musicians and teacher of music.

Without inflicting upon you any more figures, I will simply mention a few of the callings into which our people have entered: Undertakers, bookkeepers, clerks, commercial travelers, merchants, salesmen, stenographers, carpenters, masons, painters, paperhangers, plumbers, steam fitters, marble cutters, glass workers, fishermen, bakers, butchers, shoemakers, bookbinders, engravers, printers, tailors, photographers, etc., etc. Several members of the race have won distinction in the leading colleges and universities.

The first colored man who ever won the distinction of being commencement orator at Harvard University was Robert H. Terrell, who was at one time Chief of the Division of the Treasury Department, and is now presiding in a Justice's Court in the National Capital.

The first colored man who was ever elected class orator at Harvard was Clement G. Morgan, who is now successfully practicing law in Cambridge, Mass.

The young colored man who won the Pasteur prize at Harvard about six years ago and was twice chosen one of three out of a possible 4,000 to represent Harvard in her debate--first with Princeton and then with Yale--the young man who, in addition to all this honor, was finally elected class orator by young white men representing the wealth, the culture and the brain of the United States, was Roscoe Conkling Bruce, son of the distinguished Senator from Mississippi, Hon. B. K. Bruce. Young Bruce is at present Dean of The Academic Department of the Tuskegee Institute.

Napoleon Marshall, who distinguished himself on the athletic field as well as in the recitation 

room at Harvard, is now Deputy Collector of the city of Boston.

The young colored man who won the celebrated Ten Eyck Prize at Yale University last year was William Pickens, now Professor of Greek at Talladega College, Talladega, Ala.

The celebrated Townsend prize at Yale, two years ago, was won by George W. Crawford, young colored man, now engaged in the practice of law.

Prof. Crogman, President of Clark University Dr. J. W. E. Bowen, connected with the Gammon Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Ga.; Dr. R. T Pollard, President of Selma University; Profs. J. Harvey Wigginton, A. M., LL. B.; M. N. M Bennett, D. D., B. S., of Selma University; Prof.Booker T. Washington, of the Tuskegee Institute; Prof. W. H. Councill, of the A. and M. College, Normal, Ala.; Prof. W. E. B. DuBois, of Atlanta University; Dr, James M. Henderson, of Payne University; Prof. Joseph Booker, of the Arkansas Baptist College; Prof. Kelly Miller, of Howard University, Washington, D. C.; and Prof. R. B. Hudson, who has been principal of Clark City School, Selma, Ala., for sixteen years, are some of our leading educators. The last named is Assistant Secretary of the National Baptist Convention.

Some of the strongest writers of the race are T. Thomas Fortune, John E. Bruce, E. E. Cooper John Mitchell, Jr., John S. Durham, John W. Hubert, Lewis B. Moore, Archibald H. Grimke, 

Charles W. Chestnutt, Charles Alexander, George L. Knox, of the Freeman, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Charles Bertram Johnson, Roscoe Conkling Simmons, Fred R. Moore, Mrs. Booker T. Washington, Miss Eliza Gardner, Mrs. Frances E. W. Harper, Miss N. H. Burroughs, Mrs. Josephine B. Bruce, Mrs. Mary Church Terrell, Mrs. Ida Wells Barnett, and scores of others of whom space will not permit me to speak.

Drs. R. H. Boyd, E. W. D. Isaac, C. L. Fisher, S. L. Martin, J. H. Eason, J. Harvey Anderson, E. W. D. Jones, S. F. Kingston, William Beckham, Bishops, B. W. Arnett, Alexander Walters, W. B. Derrick, Henry M. Turner and Dr. W. H. Pettiford are a few of our many able preachers. Possibly the best known lawyers of the race today are Judge D. Augustus Straker, T. McCants Stewart, James H. Hayes, and Wilford H. Smith, The Negro is represented in nearly every department of Government service; such as Recorder of Deeds for the District of Columbia; Registrar of the United States Treasury; District Attorneys, International Revenue Collectors, etc., etc.

Without going further into details, we will conclude by saying: The Negro's place in ancient history and in American life at the present day entitles the Negro to all the rights of a real man. The Negro does not ask for more than the rights of a man, and he will never be content with less.
