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There is every reason to believe the first church was in existence before Pentecost. The proof is positive: 

1. 
They had the gospel before Pentecost. "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ" (Mk. 1:1). 

2. 
They had a commission to preach. "And as ye go, preach, saying the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt. 10:5-7). 

3. 
They had an ordained ministry. "And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach" (Mk. 3:14) 

4. 
They had authority to baptize. "Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them" etc. (Matt. 28:19RV). 

5. 
They had baptized believers. "Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, . . . and were baptized of him in Jordan" (Matt. 3:5-6). 

6. 
They had the keys of the kingdom before Pentecost. "I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom" (Matt. 16:19). 

7. 
The Apostles, prophets and teachers were in it before Pentecost. "God hath set some in the church, first Apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers" (I Cor. 12:28). 

8. 
They had a church roll with 120 names on it. "And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about one hundred and twenty" (Acts 1:15). 

9. 
About 3000 were added to this church on the day of Pentecost. "And the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls" (Acts 2:41.) 

10. 
They had the great commission before Pentecost. "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you" etc (Matt. 28:19-20). 

11. 
The Father had given "all things" into Christ’s hands before Pentecost. "Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands" (John 13:34). 

12. 
They had a prayer meeting in an upper room before Pentecost. "They went up into an upper room . . . These all continued with one accord in prayer" (Acts 1:13-14). 

13. 
They had a business meeting before Pentecost. "And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed . . . show whether of these two thou hast chosen, . . . And they gave forth their lots, and the lot fell upon Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven Apostles" (Acts 1:15-26). 

14. 
In the above business meeting of the first church, Peter said that the company ("us") had existed "from the baptism of John" (Acts 1:21-22). 

16. 
They had a church treasurer (Judas) before Pentecost. "For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, buy those things that we have need against the feast; or that he should give something to the poor" (John 13:29). 

16. 
The bridegroom had His bride before Pentecost. "He that hath the bride (church) is the Bridegroom" (Christ) (John 3:29). 

17. 
Prophecy had said Jesus would sing in His church, and the record says He did. "In the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee’ (Ps. 22:22; Heb. 2:12). "And when they had sung a hymn they went out into the Mount of Olives" (Mk. 

14:26). 

18. 
They had the Lord’s Supper before Pentecost. "Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take eat, this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt. 26:26-28). 

19. 
If the first church was instituted on Pentecost, the great commission was given to individuals, and not to the church, for Jesus had been in heaven ten days, and the great commission was given by Him before He ascended (Acts 1:11). 

20
.If the church was set up on Pentecost, the ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, were given to individuals, and not to the church, and for the same reason, Jesus was not there, He was in heaven. 

21. 
When Jesus went to heaven, He "left his house and gave authority to his servants" with work to do. I Timothy 3:15 says "The house is the church." If the house is the church, as Paul says, then the church was in existence when He ascended which was before Pentecost. (Mk. 13;32-37). 

22. 
The great commission, baptism and the Lord’s Supper necessarily had to be given to an institution that was to be permanent, and that would carry on until Jesus returns, for Paul said in instituting the Lord’s Supper, do this "till he come" (I Cor. 11:26). In giving the church the great commission Jesus said, "baptizing them In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: . . . and, lo, I am with you always even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:19-20). 

23. 
They had instructions in church discipline before Pentecost. "If thy brother shall trespass against thee, go tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church; but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican" (Matt. 18:15-17). 

24. 
God sent John the Baptist from heaven to prepare a people with whom Jesus would set up His church. "There was a man sent from God whose name was John" (John 1:6). "In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying repent ye" etc. (Matt. 3:1-3 "Make ready a people prepared for the Lord" (Lu. 1:17). Jesus said "I will build my church" (Matt. 16:18, this He did after He had "continued all night in prayer" (Lu. 6:12-13 Mk. 3:13-14)). "And God hath set some in the church, first apostles" etc. (I Cor. 12:28). The apostles were the first in the church and that was before Pentecost. 

25. 
Those who teach that the first church originated on the day of Pentecost, do not cite a single passage of scripture that says so. If there were any, surely they would find them. 

