Greetings,

Now, I know that this newsletter is meant to be about writing - and this week's topic might not at first appear to be on target ... but hang in there ... it’ll all come together ... eventually.

Jason sent this note last week:

"I have really been enjoying the weekly writing tips and have learned a lot from the archives as well. I do have one suggestion however. I would like to use some of the Latin phrases, but have no idea how to pronounce them. I think it would sound pretty presumptuous if I tried to use one and the person listening knew better than I how to pronounce the phrase and pointed out some error. Maybe you could provide a little pronunciation key? Or I guess I could just quit being lazy and invest in a little Latin dictionary. Oh well... I just thought I would suggest it.

Thanks again and I really enjoy the tips."

Jason

Now, it's not just mispronouncing the Latin that can make you feel silly - if you want to use unusual words, the least you can do is learn how to pronounce them. Knowing how to pronounce words correctly, also helps you to spell. How many times have you heard someone talk about a "mischievious child"? Too many, I bet.

The word is "mischievous" ... no extra "i" in there at all. If you know how to say it, you'll remember how to spell it... well, that's always been my theory.

Another word that I've found caused problems for many is "stamina" ... sta-MiN-a ... not "stanima."

Take a little time when you read - sound out the words when you come across a new word and then look up the pronunciation guide in a dictionary to check if you're not sure how it should sound. That's what those funny bits in brackets are for ... I know you knew that.

When it comes to Latin, the same applies - but here are a few tips to get you started (all taken from Henry Beard's wonderful book, Latin for All Occasions):

Vowels

A - "ah" as in "father"

E - usually "ay" as in "they," but in et, est and sed, the E is like the 'e' in "bet"

I - "ee" as in "pristine," but in id and in like "did"

O - "oh" as in "go"

U - "oo" as in "crude," But word endings -us and -um are pronounced like "puss" and "room"

AE - the diphthong, as in "eye"

AU - diphthong, as in "ow"

OE - diphthong, as in "oy"

Consonants

The following letters are all pronounced the same as in English:

B,D,F,H,K,L,M,N,P and Z

C - always as "k"

Ch - always as in "chorus"

G - always as in "get"

I - as "y" when it's the first letter in a word and when followed by a vowel

Qu- as in English "kw"

R - usually rolled

S - always soft, as in "soda"

T - always a hard sound as in "tar"

V - always pronounced as "w"

X - always as "ks"

There are no letters for J, W, or Y in Latin.

Stress

The common suggestion is to put the stress on the first syllable in two syllable words and on the second-last syllable in longer words (unless the these are vowels, then just move the stress back one syllable).

Well, these are some basic guidelines to help you ... the best thing about speaking Latin these days, is that there are no Latin-speaking Romans around to correct you.

