THE RELIGIOUS WORLD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT:

JUDAISM:

ROMAN AND GREEK PANTHEISM

WORSHIP OF ANCIENT BABYLON
JUDAISM:


Divided into three Sects:

Essenes: 
Not mentioned in the New Testament but dwellers in the Judean Desert in the region just west of the Dead Sea.  Extreme separatists.

Pharisee:
The religious “right wing of the New Testament Times”  Believed in Heaven, Hell, Spirits, The Resurrection of the dead; Inspiration of the Scriptures, and Predestination.  

Sadducee:
The religious “Left” of the N.T.  Denied all the Pharisees believed.  Most of the Priesthood was made up of Sadducees.

Scribe:

The men who copied the Scriptures onto parchment by hand copying.  Meticulous to make sure every “i” was doted and every “T” was crossed.  Developed a system to make sure they did not leave out a letter of the scroll they were copying.  

The Priesthood:
Made up of 24 different orders, with every priest belonging to one of the 24 orders, and each order serving two weeks in the temple and then rotating to the next order to serve.  Over each of the 24 orders was a Chief Priest, and over all them was the High Priest.  All priests had to be Levites, but not all Levites were priests.  A person entered the priesthood at age 25, served apprenticeship until age 30; then went into one of the 24 orders, and there served 20 years as a priest.  At age 50 they were retired out and became an “Elder” of the people.

The “Council” or Sanhedrin Court: 
Made of  71 persons, which consisted of 24 Chief Priests, 22 Scribes, 24 Elders of the people and 1 high Priest.  The court existed to prove the innocence of the accused, and voted from youngest to oldest, so the young would not be influenced by the older members.  They were forbidden from meeting at night.  You had to be tall, noble looking, married, and speak at least two languages fluently, to be  a member of the Sanhedrin.


Dr of the Law:
Men who had studied under a master teacher, at a yeshiva (Jewish Religious School) and had become masters of the Law of Moses;  Upon graduation and satisfactory examination, were conferred Doctorate of Law 

Rabbi:
Literally means, “Teacher”.  Was a term used of master teachers in the New Testament.

JEWISH FEASTS:
There were seven in the course of a year, which originated in the Old Testament.  The feast of Lights of Hanukah originated with the Maccabees; Feast of Purim with Esther, and Feast of Booths to commemorate their living in the desert forty years.

The seven main feasts are:

Passover

Unleavened Bread

Pentecost

First Fruits

Trumpets

Yom Kippur

Tabernacles

YOUR SHOULD STUDY THE GEOGRAPHY AND THE HISTORY OF THE FOLLOWING CITIES TO GET A GOOD UNDERSTANDING OF NEW TESTAMENT:

Jerusalem, Jericho, Tiberias, Capernaum, Hebron, Corinth: Thessalonica; Galatia; Roma; Ephesus; Colosse;   You should be able to mentally locate where they are.  In addition, be familiar with the Jordan River, the “Wilderness of Judea”  Know the Geography and Topography of your text.  Know the History of your text.

