	Week #1 of 13
Origin, Genealogy, and Birth of Jesus
	





	
Monday – The pre-existence of Jesus. 
• John 1:1-18 
• Colossians 1:15-17 
• Genesis 1:1, 26. 

Tuesday – The genealogy of Jesus. 
• Matthew 1:1-17 
• Luke 3:23-38 

Wednesday – Gabriel visits Zacharias and Mary. 
• Luke 1:1-80 

Thursday – Joseph's story. Jesus is born in Bethlehem. 
• Matthew 1:18-25 
• Luke 2:1-38 

Friday – Escape to Egypt. The childhood of Jesus. 
• Matthew 2:1-23 
• Luke 2:39-52

Eyewitness: Mary

	Mary was the mother of Jesus and the wife of Joseph. She was a virgin when Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit.
     During her pregnancy, Mary spent time with her relative Elizabeth, who was the mother of John the Baptist (Luke 1:39-56).
     Joseph was betrothed to Mary when he discovered she was pregnant. He intended to put her away secretly. 
	 
	However, an angel told Joseph what had happened. So Joseph took Mary as his wife, and kept her as a virgin until she gave birth.
     Mary was not a perpetual virgin, as she later became the mother of other sons and daughters (Matthew 13:55-56).
     Mary was a widow at the time of Jesus' death. While on the cross, Jesus committed her to the care of John, his apostle (John 19:25-27).

	
Did you know? 
Frankincense is a tree resin that hardens quickly, and is aromatic when burned. 

Myrrh is a tree resin used in perfumes and anointing oils. Myrrh mixed with wine was used as a painkiller. See Mark 15:23 and John 19:39.


	Week #2 of 13
John prepares the way for Jesus
	




	
Monday – The ministry of John the Baptist. Satan tempts Jesus. 
• Luke 3:1-23 
• Luke 4:1-13 

Tuesday – John's testimony. Three important firsts. 
• John 1:19-34 
• John 1:35-2:25 

Wednesday – Nicodemus meets Jesus. John's disciples ask about Jesus. 
• John 3:1-21 
• John 3:22-36 

Thursday – Jesus converts Samaritans after John's imprisonment. 
• John 4:1-54 

Friday – Jesus calls 4 fishermen, and heals many in Capernaum. 
• Mark 1:14-39 

Eyewitness: John the Baptist

	John the Baptist was born a few months before Jesus. They were related through their mothers. John had the Holy Spirit while yet unborn (Luke 1:15, 41).
     Isaiah prophesied John's coming 700 years before his birth. John the Baptist was sent to prepare the hearts of the Jews to receive Jesus (Isaiah 40:3).
     John preached and baptized near the Jordan River. His audience included tax collectors, soldiers, religious leaders, and even governing officials.
	 
	Like Jesus, John had disciples. Andrew was first a disciple of John (John 1:35-40).
     Herod Antipas, the governor of Galilee, imprisoned John for speaking against his adulterous marriage. Herod's wife was instrumental in the death of John the Baptist (Matthew 14:1-12).

	
Did you know? 
Capernaum was a fishing village on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus moved there after he was rejected in Nazareth. Jesus performed many miracles and taught in the synagogue at Capernaum. Jesus may have stayed at Peter's house there. 

Baptism was originally performed on Gentiles who converted to Judaism.


	Week #3 of 13
Sabbath healer. Sermon on the Mount.
	




	
Monday – Jesus performs 3 miracles and visits Matthew. 
• Luke 5:1-39 

Tuesday – Jesus is persecuted for healing a man at the pool of Bethesda. 
• John 5:1-47 

Wednesday – Sabbath controversies. 
• Mark 2:23-28 
• Mark 3:1-12 

Thursday – Jesus selects 12 disciples. Luke records the Sermon on the Mount. 
• Luke 6:12-19 
• Luke 6:20-49 

Friday – Matthew records the Sermon on the Mount. 
• Matthew 5:1 to 8:1 

Eyewitness: Matthew

	Matthew was a tax collector whose name meant, "gift of God." He was also called Levi, and may have been from that tribe.
     Matthew collected taxes on a road near Capernaum. Tax collectors bid for the right to assess levies in Palestine. To generate income, they collected more money than was owed to Rome. Jewish tax collectors were considered traitors by the Israelites.
	 
	Matthew may have been wealthy. He hosted a large feast for tax collectors, scribes, and Pharisees in his own home.
     Matthew and James were brothers. See Mark 2:14 and Matthew 10:3.
     This eyewitness wrote the gospel of Matthew. John and Matthew were the only apostles to write gospel accounts of the life of Christ.

	
Did you know? 
New wine would cause an old wineskin to burst because of the fermentation process. Wineskins were made from animal hide. A new skin could stretch to accommodate the gasses produced during fermentation. An old hardened skin would burst under the pressure. See Luke 5:37-38. 

Salt was plentiful in Palestine. It was used to season food, preserve meats, and pickle vegetables. It was also used in sacrifices and in remedies for toothaches. Since salt prevents plants from growing, it was often put on roads. See Matthew 5:13.

	Week #4 of 13
Miracles and Seaside Parables
	




	
Monday – Jesus heals a servant and a son. John's disciples question Jesus. 
• Luke 7:1-17 
• Matthew 11:2-30 

Tuesday – Jesus dines with Simon and rebukes the Pharisees. 
• Luke 7:36-8:3 
• Matthew 12:22-50 

Wednesday – Parables by the Sea. 
• Matthew 13:1-53 

Thursday – Jesus calms the sea. A legion of demons is cast out. 
• Mark 4:35-5:21 

Friday – Jesus heals the daughter of Jairus. A woman is made well by her faith. 
• Mark 5:21-43 

Pharisees and Sadducees

	The Pharisees were the largest sect of Jews. They strictly adhered to written laws and oral traditions.
     Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for their extreme legalism and observance of traditions. Many Pharisees loved money and the praises of men more than they loved God (Luke 16:14).
     Simon was a Pharisee who invited Jesus to eat with him (Luke 7:36-50). Nicodemus was a disciple of Jesus. He helped Joseph of Arimathea prepare Jesus' body (John 19:39-40). The apostle Paul was also a Pharisee.
	 
	The Sadducees were fewer in number than the Pharisees. But they held great political power because of their alliance with the Herods.
     The Sadducees emphasized the Torah over the Prophets. Unlike the Pharisees, Sadducees did not believe in angels, spirits, or immortality. The Sadducees questioned Jesus about the resurrection (Matthew 22:23-33).
     Paul capitalized on this difference between the Pharisees and Sadducees while in Jerusalem (Acts 23:1-10).

	
Did you know? 
Parables are earthly stories that illustrate spiritual truths. The Greek word parabollo, literally means "to place beside." Jesus frequently taught with parables. In addition to being memorable, parables concealed the truth from unbelievers. Jesus explained the parables privately to his disciples. See Matthew 13:10-17, 34-35

	Week #5 of 13
John dies. Jesus walks on water.
	




	
Monday – 12 sent out to preach to the Jews 
• Matthew 9:27-34 
• Mark 6:1-13 
• Matthew 9:35-11:1 

Tuesday – Death of John the Baptist. 
• Matthew 14:1-12 
• Mark 6:14-29 

Wednesday – Jesus feeds 5000 and walks on the water. 
• John 6:1-21 
• Matthew 14:22-36 

Thursday – Bread of Life discourse. 
• John 6:22-7:1 

Friday – Traditions of men rebuked. A Gentile woman's faith. 
• Mark 7:1-37 

Simon Peter

	Peter is the most famous apostle. He and his brother Andrew were fishermen. They worked with James and John. Jesus gave him the name Peter.
     Peter was married, and had a home in Capernaum. (Matthew 8:14-17)
     He was included with James and John in witnessing several important events in Christ's life. These three were with Jesus when he raised a little girl, when he was transfigured, and when he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
	 
	Peter was bold, and at times impulsive. He had great faith. Peter was the first disciple to confess that Jesus as Christ. He briefly walked on water. He drew a sword when Jesus was arrested, and later followed to watch the trials.
     After the resurrection Peter preached the first gospel sermons to the Jews and to the Gentiles. (Acts 2 and Acts 10)
     He wrote the books of 1st-2nd Peter. He may have influenced Mark's gospel, as they were close. (1st Peter 5:13) 

	
Did you know? 
Aramaic is a language that was spoken in Old and New Testament times. It may have originated in Persia. Jews used Aramaic after the exile. Jesus and his disciples spoke in Aramaic. The phrase Talitha qumi meant "maiden arise," Ephphatha meant "be opened," and Eli, Eli, Lama Sabachthani meant "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me."

	Week #6 of 13
The Transfiguration
	




	
Monday – Jesus feeds 4,000. Peter's confession. 
• Matthew 15:29-37 
• Mark 8:1-9:1 

Tuesday – The Transfiguration. Jesus pays the temple tax. 
• Matthew 17:1-27 

Wednesday – Warnings and instructions to the disciples. 
• Mark 9:33-50 
• Matthew 18:7-35 

Thursday – Journey through Samaria to the Feast of Booths. 
• John 7:2-10 
• Luke 9:51-62 

Friday – Jesus reveals himself at the Feast of Booths in Jerusalem. 
• John 7:11-53 

James and John

	James and John were brothers who fished with Peter and Andrew. Along with Peter, James and John witnessed the transfiguration.
     Jesus called the brothers "Sons of Thunder," which fit their temperaments (Mark 3:17). When the Samaritans rejected Jesus, James and John asked that fire be called down to consume the Samaritans (Luke 9:51-56).
     James and John were ambitious, and wanted to sit at the right and left hand of Jesus (Mark 10:35-41). 
	 
	Herod Agrippa executed James the elder brother. He was the first apostolic martyr (Acts 12:1-2).
     John knew the high priest who tried Jesus. John's request allowed Peter to witness the trial (John 18:15-16). John and Peter were also together at the tomb (John 20:1-10).
     Jesus entrusted John to care for Mary after his death. Tradition holds that John outlived the other apostles.
     John wrote the gospel of John, the epistles of 1st-3rd John, and Revelation. 

	
Did you know? 
The Feast of Booths commemorated the wilderness wandering. It was a harvest thanksgiving, celebrated in October. Jews dwelt in tents during the feast (Leviticus 23:40-42).

The promise made to Peter because of his confession in Matthew 16:13-20 was also made to all the disciples in Matthew 18:18-19. 

	Week #7 of 13
Growing opposition. Good Samaritan. 
	




	
Monday – Jesus forgives an adulterous woman. 
• John 8:1-59 

Tuesday – Jews react to Jesus healing a blind man on the Sabbath. 
• John 9:1-10:21 

Wednesday – Seventy sent to preach. Parable of the Good Samaritan. 
• Luke 10:1-42 

Thursday – Instructions on how to pray. 
• Luke 11:1-36 

Friday – Jesus rebukes the Pharisees while eating with them. 
• Luke 11:37-54 

Mary and Martha

	Mary and Martha were the sisters of Lazarus, who Jesus raised from the dead.
     They lived in Bethany, which was 2 miles east of Jerusalem. Jesus and his disciples often stayed with this family on their journeys.
     Martha invited Jesus and the 12 to her home. While she made preparations, her sister Mary sat at the feet of Jesus, listening. Martha asked for help, and Jesus told her not to worry. (Luke 10:38-42)
     When Lazarus died, Martha came to meet Jesus. She understood the resurrection, and that Jesus was the Christ. (John 11:18-27) 
	 
	Jesus loved Mary and Martha very much. Jesus wept when He saw Mary and the Jews weeping over the death of Lazarus. (John 11:32-36)
     On the Saturday preceding the crucifixion, Mary anointed Jesus with expensive perfume and wiped his feet with her hair. This occurred in Bethany, at the house of Simon the leper. Jesus told his disciples that Mary would be remembered for this good deed. (John 12:2-8, Matthew 26:6-13) 

	
Did you know?
Samaritans descended from Jews who intermarried with the Assyrians and Babylonians that conquered Israel. Jews despised the Samaritans. Jesus spoke with a Samaritan woman, and was thanked by a cured Samaritan leper. (John 4:7-42, Luke 17:11-19) 

The Good Samaritan used oil as a soothing agent, and wine as a disinfectant. 

	Week #8 of 13
Warnings and Parables
	




	
Monday – Warnings to fear God. 
• Luke 12:1-59 

Tuesday – Jesus warns men to repent. 
• Luke 13:1-35 
• John 10:22-42 

Wednesday – Parables at supper. 
• Luke 14:1-35 

Thursday – The lost sheep, lost coin, and lost sons. 
• Luke 15:1-32 

Friday – Parables of the Unjust Steward and the Rich Man and Lazarus. 
• Luke 16:1 – 17:10 

Mary Magdalene

	Mary Magdalene was mentioned in all four gospels. She was probably from Magdala, a city on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
     Jesus cast seven demons out of Mary Magdalene. She traveled with Jesus and the 12 disciples as He preached in Galilee. It is likely that she gave of her means to support Christ's ministry. (Luke 8:1-3) 
     Some believe Mary Magdalene was the sinful woman who anointed Jesus' feet with her hair in Luke 7:36-50. She is often confused with Mary the sister of Lazarus, who anointed Jesus' head before his death. (John 12:1-7) 
	 
	Mary was present at the crucifixion, where she and other women watched from a distance. (Mark 15:40) 
     Mary saw where Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea laid Jesus' body. Early on Sunday morning, she and two other women brought spices to the tomb to anoint Jesus' body. They found the tomb empty. (Mark 15:42 – 16:8) 
     When Jesus was raised, He first appeared to Mary Magdalene. She saw and touched Jesus before he ascended to the Father. (Mark 16:9, John 20:11-18) 
     Mary ran to tell the disciples that Jesus appeared to her. They disbelieved until they also saw him. (Mark 16:9-11) 

	
Did you know?
The Feast of Dedication was observed in December. Also known as the Feast of Lights, this holiday commemorated the restoration of the Temple by the Maccabeans in 164 BC. The Hebrew word hannukah means dedication, and is observed by Jews today. Jesus taught in the temple during the Feast of Dedication. (John 10:22-29)


	Week #9 of 13
Lazarus Raised. Triumphal Entry.
	




	
Monday – Jesus raises Lazarus. 
• John 11:1-54 

Tuesday – Ten lepers healed. Parables on prayer. 
• Luke 17:11-18:14 

Wednesday – The rich young ruler. 
• Matthew 19:1-20:34 

Thursday – Zaccheus repents. Parable of 10 minas. 
• Luke 19:1-27 

Friday – Mary anoints Jesus. Triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
• John 11:54-12:11 
• Luke 19:28-44 

Lazarus

	Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha, were very dear to Jesus. They lived near Jerusalem in a village called Bethany. Jesus taught in the home of Lazarus (Luke 10:38-42). 
     The resurrection of Lazarus is the most touching miracle recorded in the gospels. Lazarus became very sick. So his sisters sent messengers to Jesus saying, "Lord, behold, he whom you love is sick." By the time Jesus received this news, it's likely that Lazarus was already dead. 
     When Jesus came to Bethany, he found that Lazarus had been dead for 4 days. Martha met Jesus outside the village and sent for her sister. Mary came with a crowd of mourners. Jesus wept when he saw their grief (John 11:17-37). 
	 
	Jesus was brought to the tomb. A stone covered the mouth of the cave where Lazarus lay. Jesus ordered them to remove the stone. After praying, he shouted, "Lazarus, come forth!" Lazarus came out in his burial wrappings. 
     Both believers and unbelievers saw Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead. The friends of Lazarus, and many other witnesses, believed in Jesus after seeing this miracle. Enemies of Jesus quickly reported this event to the Pharisees. 
     Jesus stayed in Bethany during the last week of his life. Crowds came to Bethany to see both Jesus and the resurrected Lazarus. The chief priests in Jerusalem conspired to kill Lazarus "because on account of him, many of the Jews were going away and were believing in Jesus" (John 12:9-11). 

	
Did you know?
Spikenard was aromatic oil extracted from a plant. It was imported from India and was quite valuable. Mary anointed Jesus with spikenard. Judas said the perfume that anointed Jesus was worth over 300 denaraii. One denarius was a day's wage, so this was a considerable gift (John 12:2-8). 

	Week #10 of 13
Christ's final week in Jerusalem
	




	
Monday – Jesus cleanses the Temple. 
• Mark 11:11-26 
• Matthew 21:23-46 

Tuesday – Jesus is questioned by the Jews. 
• Matthew 22:1-46 

Wednesday – Warnings about Scribes and Pharisees. 
• Matthew 23:1-39 

Thursday – Jesus prophesies the fall of Jerusalem. 
• Matthew 24:1-51 

Friday – Parables of 10 Virgins and the Talents. Crucifixion prophesied. 
• Matthew 25:1 – 26:2 

Philip

	Philip was one of the first apostles. He brought Nathaniel to Jesus. Philip was from the seaside village of Bethsaida, the hometown of Peter and Andrew. Like Andrew, Philip may have been a disciple of John the Baptist (John 1:35-51). 
     Jesus tested Philip before feeding the 5000. A multitude had followed Jesus to a deserted place. Looking at the great crowd, Jesus asked Philip, "Where shall we buy bread that these may eat?" Philip indicated that 200 days wages would not feed such a crowd. Jesus then fed the 5000 by breaking 5 barley loaves and 2 fish (John 6:1-14).
	 
	In the upper room, Philip said to Jesus, "Lord, show us the Father and it is sufficient for us." Jesus answered, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father, so how can you say, 'Show us the Father?" (John 14:8-9). 
     Some believe that Philip the apostle was also the evangelist mentioned in Acts. This Philip preached in Samaria, and performed great miracles of Healing. He converted Simon the Sorcerer. Philip also baptized the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:5-40). 

	
Did you know?
Jerusalem fell to the Romans in 70 AD. Jesus predicted Jerusalem's fall approximately 40 years before it occurred. Of Jerusalem, Jesus said, "Assuredly I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down." When the Roman siege ended, Titus ordered that the city be leveled, fulfilling Christ's prophecy (Matthew 24:1-2). 

	Week #11 of 13
The Upper Room
	




	
Monday – Jews and Greeks seek Jesus. 
• Luke 21:37-38 
• John 12:20-50 

Tuesday – Judas bargains to betray Jesus. 
• Luke 22:1-14 

Wednesday – The Lord's Supper. 
• John 13:1-35 
• 1st Corinthians 11:23-29 

Thursday – Jesus comforts the disciples. 
• Luke 22:24-38 
• John 14:1-31 

Friday – The farewell discourse. 
• John 15:1 – 17:26 

Judas Iscariot

	Jesus knew that Judas would betray him before his death. (John 6:70-71) King David prophesied that a friend would betray Christ. (Acts 1:16, Psalm 41:9)
     Judas was a thief. He stole from the money-box of the disciples. He also disapproved of Mary anointing Jesus with expensive perfume. (John 12:1-8) He betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.
     Judas was with Jesus in the upper room. In fact, Jesus washed his feet, and later identified him as the betrayer. 
	 
	While Jesus was in the garden, Judas brought a mob to arrest him. He betrayed Jesus with a kiss, and the other disciples fled. (Matthew 26:36-56, John 18:1-14)
      When Judas saw that Jesus was condemned, he brought the money back and hanged himself. The money was used to purchase the field of blood. (Matthew 27:3-10, Acts 1:18-19)
     After the resurrection, the apostles replaced Judas with Matthias. Peter re-told the fate of Judas in Acts 1:15-26. 

	
Did you know?
Passover commemorated the exodus from Egypt. The Hebrew word pesah means "to protect." God passed over the first born of Israel but killed the first born of Egypt. On the night Jesus was betrayed, he and the disciples were observing passover. 

30 pieces of silver was the valuation of a Hebrew slave (Exodus 21:32). 


	Week #12 of 13
Arrest and Trials of Jesus
	




	
Monday – Jesus is Arrested 
• Luke 22:1-54 

Tuesday – Peter denies Jesus 
• Luke 22:54-65 
• Mark 14:55-65 

Wednesday – Judas hangs himself 
• Matthew 27:1-10 
• Acts 1:16-20 

Thursday – Trial before Herod. Pilate releases Barabbas. 
• Luke 23:1-25 

Friday – Jesus appears before Pilate. 
• John 19:1-17 

Pontius Pilate

	Pontius Pilate was a Roman Prefect who governed Judea from AD 26-36. He married the granddaughter of Augustus.
     Herod, the Tetrarch of Galilee, hated Pilate, who had mingled Galilean blood with sacrifices. After Pilate sent Jesus to be tried by Herod, they became friends. See Luke 13:1 and 23:6-12.
      Sejanus, who controlled the Roman government after Tiberius retired to Capri in AD 26, appointed Pilate. Sejanus wanted to exterminate the Jews.
     To gain the favor of Sejanus, Pilate offended the Jews by ordering troops to carry shields into Jerusalem bearing the emperor's image. 
	 
	He later seized temple funds to construct an aqueduct in Jerusalem. He also issued coins bearing a staff that symbolized emperor worship.
      In October of AD 31, Tiberius executed Sejanus for treason. Then in AD 32 he ordered Pilate to stop minting the offensive coins.
     Pilate did not want to crucify Jesus, and repeatedly tried to release him. But, because the Jews threatened to report him to Tiberius, Pilate sentenced Jesus.
     Pilate wrote the inscription that was put on the cross. He gave Joseph of Arimathea permission to bury Jesus 

	
Did you know?
Annas was the father-in-law of Caiaphas. Although Annas was officially deposed as high-priest in AD 15, his judgment greatly influenced Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin. 

Peter's 3rd denial was to a relative of Malchus, the servant he struck. (John 18:26) 

	Week #13 of 13
Crucifixion and Resurrection
	




	
Monday – The Crucifixion. 
• Matthew 27:31-32 
• Mark 15:20-40 

Tuesday – Jesus speaks during the Crucifixion. 
• Luke 23:26-49 
• John 19:17-30 

Wednesday – Jesus is buried and is raised. 
• John 19:31-42 
• Matthew 27:59-28:8 

Thursday – The empty tomb. 
• John 20:1-20:18 

Friday – Jesus appears to many. 
• Luke 24:13-53 
• John 20:19-21:25 
• Acts 1:4-11 
• 1st Corinthians 15:6-8 

Thomas

	Thomas was an apostle who was probably a twin. His name Didymus meant "the twin."
     John first mentioned Thomas when he commented on a trip to Judea. Jesus left Judea to avoid hostile Jews. Shortly after leaving He needed to return to raise Lazarus. When Thomas heard Jesus intended to return, he said, "Let us go also, that we may die with Him." (John 11:16)
     During the upper room discourse, Thomas said "Lord we do not know where you are going, how do we know the way?" (John 14:5-6) 
	 
	Thomas is famous for doubting the disciples when they told him they saw Christ. On resurrection Sunday, Jesus appeared to His disciples in the evening. Thomas was not present, and said he would not believe unless he too saw Jesus. Being true to his word, Thomas believed when Jesus later appeared to him and the disciples. (John 20:24-29)
     A collection of the sayings of Jesus called The Gospel of Thomas has been ascribed to this apostle. But it's unlikely that Thomas, or any other apostle, was inspired to write this book. 

	
Did you know?
Crucifixion typically caused death by preventing passive exhalation. To exhale, a victim would raise his body by pushing up. Breaking the legs hastened death by preventing this. 


