MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE

 IN THE BIBLE
THE GREAT DIVORCE QUESTION

In dealing with this question, one must lay aside all pre-conceived ideas which are not based upon Sola Scriptura.  This is difficult in light of the tremendous influence and pressure put upon both the pulpit and the pews by the Religous Denominational powers that be.   Most who attend a seminary are locked into the path directed by their "older and wiser brethren" or they are deliberately sabotaged by these same men.   One cannot realize the pressure placed upon a young minister to NOT think for himself, but to do as the denomination dictates or be politically assassinated.  Of course, having attended Seminary and being a ThD, and having met some of the coward, sissy pantywaists who enter the ministry to avoid the draft, I can understand why they would not be affected.  In addition, there exists an attitude of keeping "from the pew" anything which may be controversial.  Whereas there is wisdom in keeping down controversy, it is heretical to keep down controversy at the expense of the Truth.   Furthermore, I have found that preaching on doctrines that are in fact the truth, yet are not what the brethren want to be preached, usually upsets more preachers than the average person in the pew.  This discourse on divorce has brought many tears to many eyes as their burdens were lifted over a fallen life and at the same time I have seen ministers who were seeing red over the same sermon.


 One must realize that denominational dogma does not mean it is Scriptural.


The greatest mistakes that are made when dealing with the question of divorce is failure to observe linguistic rules of interpretation,  failure to observe and accept the original text,  and the inability to discern between what is Scriptural and what is legal.


WHAT CONSTITUTES DIVORCE???

The word we know as D-I-V-O-R-C-E in the Greek Language is the word:



<apoluso/apoluo>  (apo--off away from + Luso/Luo  to 




loose)  and means to loose away from. 

 
Now in light of the meaning of this Greek Word, how do you stop  a person from loosing away their spouse?  They do not have to go to a courthouse to do this.  They don't need an official decree.  They just do it.  I have in 37 years of church attendance, worship and service, from the pew to the pulpit seen many husbands and wives who were loosed away from each other.  ALIENATED IS THE WORD WE PRESENTLY USE.  WE DON'T COMMUNICATE...WE DON'T DO ANYTHING TOGETHER...You can ask are you married or divorced?  They will respond, "Yes we are married, but we are alienated from one another.  We have nothing in common."  When you analyze this, it means they have loosed themselves away from one another or they have divorced.   Again, I ask the question, what preacher, church, court, judge or any other can stop two people from having this happen, if only one of the two decides it is to be so?  How ignorant we re to stand up and preach "We don't allow divorce in this church".  You can't stop it brother.  One may respond and say, "Well I don't believe in divorce...I don't think its right."  Neither do I.  I do not believe in Murder, Rape, Robbery, Theft,  but they exist...I do not believe they are right, or that they should occur, but they do.  Innocent people are hurt in crimes and they are also hurt in divorce cases.  But just because you don't believe it should happen, just because you preach about it, or have a dogma against it, CANNOT POSSIBLY STOP IT FROM HAPPENING, BECAUSE WE CANNOT HARNESS THE HUMAN SOUL AND THE ADAMIC NATURE.

THE GREAT DIVORCE QUESTION IN MATTHEW 19:

Matthew 19:1-12 is the great text quoted so often to forbid a remarriage after divorbe and to forbid divorce in general.  In the Synoptic Gospels,  Matthew (Matt. 19:1-12); Mark (Mk 10:1-12); and Luke (Luke 11:39-Luke 16:18 gives a good background of the relationship Jesus enjoyed with them.)  Mark records this event in Matthew 19 in almost the same detail as Matthew.  Luke in speaking of divorce in (Lk 16:18) no doubt refers to the same event in his record, and the general meaning is the same in all three Gospels.  We quote from the King James Version of  Matthew 19:


1.
And it came to pass when Jesus had finished these sayings, (referring to Matt 17:14-18:35) he departed 

from Galilee and came into the coasts of Judaea, beyond Jordan.

2.
And great multitudes followed him; and he healed them there.


3.
The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting  (Gr: him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful 

(Gr:  for a man to put away  (Gr:   his wife for every cause?

4.
And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made 

them male and female, 


5.
And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and they twain 

shall be one flesh?  (A Reference to Gen. 2:24)

6.
Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh.  What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 

asunder.


7.
They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?



( A reference to Deut 24:1-4)

8.
He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts  (Gr: 

suffered you to put away your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.


9.
And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, 

committeth adultery; and whoso marrieth her that is put away doth commit adultery.


10.
His disciples say unto him, If the case (Gr:  of the man be so with his wife, it is good not to marry.


11.
But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying save they to whom it is given.

12.
For there are eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which 

were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of 

heaven's sake.  He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.

Who are the principal speakers of this text?

In considering the Text in Matthew, one must come to grips with the questions:

Who are the principle speakers?

To Whom do they Speak?

About What do they Speak?

What was the occasion for the Conversation?

Why did they Speak?

The first principal speakers we find are the Pharisees,  that is, the self-righteous, hyper-religious, holier-than-thou Messianic Jews, who felt they were the only ones who had the truth, were the only ones who could approve anyone to do anything Spiritual.   These men were sincere in following the tenets of their faith.  They held to a strict adherence to the Mosaic Law.  They practiced their faith much more than the average 20th Century Born-Again Believer.  They meticulously tithed even from their backyard herb gardens.  They were zealous to protect themselves from any defilement of any kind.  They felt it was their duty to expose and excommunicate anyone who did not hold with their views, and considered such as an outcast from the truth.  


This was the group which sent men out to question John the Baptist and interrogate him as to why he was out doing what he was  and by what authority, he was out baptizing.


These men were the ones who brought the woman taken in adultery, in the very act before Jesus and asked him, "What sayest thou?"  His answer by the way is not the standard answer you hear from the ministry today.  The average attitude of the average Baptist, Evangelical and Catholic Minister is more in alignment with that of the Pharisees, namely "The laws says stone..."  Jesus however said "Let him without sin cast the first stone."  At this remark, they all left one by one, because in the presence of Jesus Christ, they had to admit, they at the least, were equally as guilty.

In fact, they were more guilty than she and this is proved by the simple question, "How do you catch someone in the very act of adultery?  There are but two ways,  (1)  You had to have been a participator in the very act itself or (2)  You had to have "set up" the person you were trying to catch.  When Jesus wrote on the ground,  I have often wondered if he did not begin to list out all the times these men had thought about adultery or had in fact committed adultery.  Jesus was the only person there without sin, and his answer was,  "Neither do I condemn thee, go and sin no more."  Now that just does not sound like the average independent bride-protecting Baptist Preachers I know.   Most of them are jumping at the chance to purge the church of the ungodly sinner who has dared do something, whether by deliberate act,  through weakness or whatever, which has brought some "shame" on his ministry and the church. 

 
These Pharisees were the ones who questioned Jesus, and finally succeeded in helping to crucify him.  They also were the religious group whom Jesus himself condemned in Matthew 23.  None-the-less, they are the great interrogators in this text.   Please bear in mind this is not some woman whose husband has run around, or some man whose wife has been unfaithful.  THESE ARE PHARISEES, self-righteous religionists.    


The second principal speaker in this passage is the Jesus the Messiah,  God pressed out in human form.


The third secondary speakers are the disciples.  In the Text we have the Pharisees speaking to Jesus,  Jesus answering them,  the disciples speaking to Jesus and Jesus answering his disciples.

What prompted or brought up this conversation?  Why are they asking these questions or What is the occasion for the conversation?

The text tells us the Pharisees came to Jesus TEMPTING HIM.   This was the only reason they came.  They were not in search of truth.  They were not wanting Jesus to teach them Scripture.  


Secondly, why were these Pharisees questioning him?  Not because they had marital problems, but because they desired to tempt him or trap him in his speech and have something to accuse him of.   Bear in mind that at best they considered Jesus a lunatic and worst a demon.  They hated Jesus, hated his preaching and hated people following Jesus.  They hated those who heard Jesus and reported to them, "Never spake a man like this man".    They sought any occasion by which they could condemn the Lord God.  In this instance, they had him in a legal trap, with the question “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?”  If he answers “yes” they will immediately quote from the book of Genesis and say, “The two shall be one...etc.”  If he answers “No” t_ey will immediately quote Moses from Deuteronomy granting men the legal privilege of a divorce, under the condition of  "she find no favor in his eyes" and allowing her to go and be another man's wife.  So either way Jesus answers the question, he will either slander God or he will slander Moses, and in either case, they will have legal cause to arrest and crucify him.


This is the context of the story.  “Context” is from two latin words Con (With) and Textus (Writing or text)...hence context means wh!t goes 7ith the text.  


Now I dare any preacher in the ABA, BMA, SBC, AG, UPC, RCC, PCA or any other so-called denomination to deny the foregoing is true.

The Answer Jesus Gave:

1)
Moses allowed you to have a divorce.  Again no one can deny the Scripture in 

Deuteronomy where Moses said, “give her a bill of divorcement and let her go and 

be another man’s wife.”  To deny this is to deny the very word of God.  No one can 

deny he gave this law under the direct command of God and under the power and 

influence of the Holy Spirit, so if it was wrong, the God and the Great Spirit are 

wrong.  And according to the Pharisees, the first five books of the Bible,  The 

Torah is the only book directly dictated from God to a man.

2)
In the beginning it was not so.  Again this is undeniable.  Jesus said it.  However 

analyze what he said,  “in the beginning.”  Was there a sin nature in the 


“beginning”?  Did we have the Adamic Nature of Total Hereditary Depravity? No!   

Did Husbands and wives quarrel?  No!   Were there wife-beaters?  Were there 

men who just walked out and women who were harlots with wedding bands?  No.  

In the beginning Adam and Eve were so innocent until they walked naked before 

one another and were unashamed.  There was no depraved, weak,  Adamic, sinful, 

God-hating, rebellious nature...not one ounce of  it existed in mankind, in the 

beginning.


However, who can stand and say this is the case today, or was the case in Jesus' 

day or in Moses' day?  By the time Moses arrived on the scene of History, men 

were hating and killing one another, plotting and planning the destruction of races, 

enslaving one another, and filled with robbery, rape, pillage, hatred, jealousy, envy 

and the like.  Every imagination of his heart was evil continually, and he was evil 

from his youth.  He had the unique ability to harbor pure hatred and resentment in 

his heart until the day he died.  His heart was hardened.  


3)
But I say to you, whosoever shall put away his wife....committeth 



adultery/fornication.



To whom did Jesus say this?  Not to his disciples, not to the church, not to some 

dear woman who has been through living hell.  Not to some man whose wife is not a 

wife at all,  but to the PHARISEES.


4)
Moses because of the hardness of your hearts:  Jesus and Moses knew men were 

hardhearted...they because of the fall in the garden of Eden would be people who 

would be so hardened in heart, until they would be unforgiving....In other words, 

Jesus knew us... He knew dear Sister that if you caught your husband running 

around, you’d never forget it and never get over it, and for the rest of that poor 

man’s life, you’d serve it with his coffee every morning.  He knew dear brother, 

that you would never get over your wife being unfaithful to you and that even if you 

never said a single word, deep in your old depraved sinful Adamic heart you would 

look at her and say “You whore.”  He knew there would come a time in the lives of 

many people in which "no favor could be found...that the wife would be bitterness 

to the soul...that he would loathe the sight of her, and would sit and ponder and 

plot to do her harm...that he would scorn her and forsake her for another who 

would turn his head, his old adamic heart and his nature.  That even if he had to 

live with his wife, he would sit and commit acts of adultery in his heart and would 

in the passion of his mind be unfaithful.




Therefore, the Eternal God, The Holy Spirit and Jesus told Moses 


“provide for a divorce.”  This my friend has not changed with the Gospel.  You see, 

the Gospel does not deliver us from the presence of sin in our lives...and just 

because you turned to Jesus does not mean you are without sin...without a human 

nature...without a sinful nature...and therefore that old hardness of heart exists is 

the best of saints.


WHAT DID JESUS SAY TO HIS DISCIPLES???

Read on in the text and you will find his disciples,  after he had finished talking to the Pharisees, said, “If the case of a man be so...it is better not to marry.”  Look that Greek word up in the Inspired, Infallible King James Textus Receptus, or in the ungodly, perverted Westcott & Hort, or Nestle Text, or the Sinaiticus, or Vaticanus, or Alexandrine, or in the Peshitta, or any other version where you can find it and you will find it means the “Legal case”.  His disciples said simply, “if that is the legal position we stand in, it would be better not to ever marry than to have to go through such hell.”


Jesus said,  “All Men cannot receive this saying save those to whom it is given...”  That is plain to me...The Pharisees can receive it...but others cannot.  The reason a Pharisee can is he prefers to live in pure misery and then blame it on God.  You see, he  is a hypocrite.  He is the kind of person who runs around in worn out clothes, worn out shoes, and old beat of car and then gets up and lies and tells everyone that he lives like that because he is not materialistic but spiritual.    He will tell you that is “suffering for Christ” and “denying self for Christ”  and if you take a good long look, you will find he  is really a direct descendant of the Jackass that Balaam rode, with the exception, that he does not have the sense God gave that jackass.  What kind of Father would be pleased to see his children in rags?   What kind of Father would want his children to go around telling everyone he is please with them, because they lived a poverty-stricken life?  But this is Phariseeism...this is the very people who will live with that woman...live with that man...hate one another...never speak to one another....fight all the time...and get up in church and sing “God give us Christian homes.”  These are the people who will tell you they are living in that legal case for God.  No, they are doing so because they are either ignorant of the truth, or blind to the truth and most of the time willfully so.  Because they are not going to have anyone take their doctrine and place it in the balances of the Word of God.

I Corinthians  Chapter 7:

This is the real chapter on love and marriage to the saints of God.   This was not written to Pharisees but to the Church of God...written by Paul because they had written him.  Note, “Concerning the things whereof  YE WROTE ME...”   It is good for a man  not to touch a woman (This is the original means to touch in the carnal sense...to have a sexual relation with) NEVERTHELESS TO AVOID FORNICATION LET EVERY MAN HAVE HIS OWN WIFE AND EVERY WOMAN HER OWN HUSBAND.   You see,  Paul had more sense than most Baptist Preachers I know, because he was honest enough to face up to the fact that people would sleep around  and therefore, he commanded  for every man and woman in the church to be possessing their own husband or wife for a playmate in the carnal sphere.  Otherwise the church would be full of fornicators and everyone would be sleeping with everyone.  If you will just go behind the stage at most of the Pharisees churches you will find out this is exactly what happens.  

Paul later on in the chapter stated this, “Are you bound to a wife...seek not to be loosed.  Are you loosed from  a wife, seek not to be bound.”   Have you ever tried to get loose from something to which you were NEVER BOUND?  It is impossible.  You have to be bound before you can get loose.  He is saying, “Are you bound to a wife, then don’t be burning up with desire to be divorced.  Are you divorced from a wife, don’t be burning up with desire to get married.”  In short, don’t be chomping at the bit and stamping at the gate to go chasing the mares,  just because you’re divorced.  


Have you ever noticed how divorced people go through a second fling and regress to their single years of kicking up the heels and chasing the opposite sex?  That is exactly what Paul is saying not to do.  But let us read on....BUT AND IF THOU MARRY THOU HAST NOT SINNED.....THOU HAST NOT SINNED...NOT SINNED....NOT SINNED...”


Now that is Baptist Doctrine from the greatest Baptist Preacher this side of Jesus Christ.

WHAT CONSTITUTES DIVORCE AND FORNICATION AND ADULTERY????

Jesus taught in the Great Sermon on the Mount that if you Look upon a woman with lust in your heart you are guilty of adultery.    There is not a single solitary preacher on this earth who has not done this...and therefore his wife has grounds for divorce.  There is not a single woman on this earth who has not done this and therefore her husband has grounds for divorce.  You see,  we cannot help but commit adultery over and again.  


Once in the eighties, I was traveling through Tallahassee, Florida on US 90 and at a gas station was a blond whom I think probably was one of the most beautiful,  and seductive women I have ever seen.  She was pumping gas and every automobile with a male occupant at that traffic light was stopped and gawking at her.   Everyone at the station itself  was frozen in time, watching that work of art pump gas.  She was dressed in white shorts, white halter, beautiful tan, and long, God-given blond hair.  When I saw her,  I stopped like everyone else and admired the beauty.  I am thankful that she turned my head and aroused me.   I ‘m supposed to be attracted to the OPPOSITE sex...that’s NORMAL...if I was not attracted and if she didn’t affect me I WOULD WORRY....I just said thank you Jesus I’m straight and I’m a man.  Now there is something wrong with the psychological makeup of any man who tells you that a woman like that would not affect him.  You see, we are sons of Adam and we think like Adam and we sin like Adam and WE CANNOT HELP BUT COMMIT ADULTERY IN OUR MINDS, IN OUR HEARTS, AND PLOT OUT ADUÌTEROUS SCENARIOS....IT IS OUR NATURE.  You cannot stop a man from loosing his wife away from him....from totally divorcing her from all his activities, life, thoughts, companionship?  How can one stop a person from doing this????I know many people who live in the same home, attend church every Sunday and are as divorced as any two people on earth can be.  They just haven’t gone to a lawyer and judge and got the paper from the Roman government that states, “Now you’re divorced.”


A divorce is not GRANTED in the courthouse...It is recognized as having already occurred in the life, and  a Judge gives a decree.  But, the divorce already took place my friend.  So how can we sit in our self-righteous attitude and say, “Well, I‘ve never been divorced?”  If you have for a moment, you have.  And we cannot stop divorce.


Our problem is we want to take the legal position of the government and then use it in the Kingdom of God.  Rome’s laws cannot govern the The Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of Christ or the Kingdom of Heaven.   So, theologically, a divorce is unavoidable if only one party decides in the back of his/her mind to loose the other party away from them.

WHY DID GOD GIVE US THOSE WOMEN ANYWAY????

Scripture states that God said, “It is not good for man to live alone...”  Now if God said it was not good, then we ought not to get up in the pulpit and preach it is good.  Nothing in all God’s creation could fill the lonely spot in Adam’s Heart.  


When I was a young teen-ager, I had a sweetheart and we used to listen to the song, “Love me with all your heart.”  That’s been years ago, but when I hear that song, I still think of all the loneliness she filled, and of the void that existed when we went our separate ways.  Nothing takes the place of being in love...Nothing can replace it...Nothing on earth is like it.

 Being in love is having the empty spot in your heart filled with someone whom God created especially to fill that spot.  But when the spot becomes a sore spot, you either have to fix it, or leave it.  And if you find another, you have not sinned.  


Now, my brother, you will have trouble in the flesh...Old Adam and the Pharisees will come out in all their glory of self righteousness and condemn you to the lowest hell.   The church will look down her long, frustrated nose, but...you have not sinned.   And, I might add, that the Great Speckled Bird...the Great Church of the Living God  will open her arms to you, and give you haven of rest, because she realizes you are but a son of Adam, with a heart of hardness, and a heart of loneliness, and you won’t be perfect until Jesus comes.


Divorce is the unpardonable sin to the Baptists.  At least the Catholics can get an annulment.  The poor old Baptist can’t get that.  But this doctrine is not from the sweet portals of glory and they do not come from the coffers of God’s grace.  This doctrine is of the devil and preached by ignoramuses, who wish to remain such.  

WHEN IS A PERSON SCRIPTURALLY MARRIED???

Just a little research will prove that when a man “took a wife” He “took” her carnally.  When he “knew a woman” it was carnal knowledge.  Biblically, whenever you bed down, you just got married .  Look it up and see.  Marriages are not formed in courthouses before the clerk nor at the church in the presence of the minister...they are formed in the bedroom...that is when it is consummated and becomes legal... and in every society that is when one is married.

CAN A DIVORCED MAN PREACH AND PASTOR???
Can a divorced man preach?    Preachers always are saying I Tim 3 is the qualification of a preacher.  I want you to find that in the inspired word...It is not there.  He is to be a man who belongs to one woman.  The Greek of that passage is he is to BELONG TO ONE WOMAN...not be OWNING one.  And If he cannot pastor because he is divorced, what are we going to do with all these preachers who are not married to the first woman they slept with? ...who commit adultery in their minds????Who cannot teach????Who were a brawler at least once in their life???? If a divorced man or a man with two living wives cannot preach and pastor, whose law is it God’s or Man’s???  If it is man’s who cares?  If it’s God’s law let us go to the depths of that law in Matthew 5-7 and condemn to the stake any man who has ever committed adultery in his heart....Let us condemn any man who has slept with more than one woman, either literally or figuratively, physically or psychologically.  Because if it is God’s law we need to apply it to the dotting of the I and the crossing of the T.  I myself, run to the fields of his grace, and take hold of the horns of the altar at my refuge, Jesus the Messiah.  And there I will look all the Pharisees in the eyes and say, “Who art thou that judges another man’s servant...in the eyes of his own master he stands or falls...”  I refuse to allow them to judge me since they are not my master.


In closing, I would like to point out two great persons in the Bible, David the King and Solomon (Schlomo) his son.  God through Nathan the prophet told David, “I gave you wives...and would have given you more wives...)  to Solomon in Nehemiah 13, he said, “Many outlandish women did cause Solomon to sin...”  We find Solomon had 300 wives and 600 concubines aka hookers/whores/prostitutes.  In the same passage in Nehemiah 13, we read, “Yet there was not like unto him (Solomon) beloved of the Lord.”   So, my dear brethren, don’t tell me God doesn’t love a Ladies’ man!!!!!


I would rather my children and grandchildren be raised to realize they are normal when they experiences an attraction to the opposite sex,  and to be proud when they can attract, than to have them grow up and live their whole life thinking it is a sin, to have a normal, healthy, sex life, within the bounds of matrimonial agreement.

I Corinthians Chapter Seven

The Great Marriage Chapter

in the 

Scriptures

Background:

In I Corinthians Seven we find what is the most exhaustive passage written in the Scriptures on the Subject of M!trimony.  In order to understand what Paul writes about, it is important to have a working background of the City of Corinth, and the citizens thereof.  One will find the City of Corinth was noted throughout the Roman Empire for its immorality and sexual promiscuity.  In that City was the Temple of Aphrodite, the Love Goddess, from whose name we have developed the word "Aphrodisiac",  a term often used for "Love Potions".    In that temple, people were encouraged to go there and have sexual relations with the Priestesses of Aphrodite.  For this service, the temple charged and in short, it was nothing but a whore house, but not a common whore house.  This one existed in the name of a Goddess, and their sexual cohabitations were part of their  religous ceremonies and worship.  It is suggested that one obtain a history of the City of Corinth and read it to find out how degenerate this city was.  In all the Roman Empire, there was a saying, "Whatever you want, you can get at Corinth."  Corinth also hosted once each year, the Isthmusian Games.  Since it was a Greek City with Greek influence and culture, they had Olympics there, for all the Isthmus of Greece.  Corinth was an international city, with citizens from around the then known world, from Asia, China, India, Russia, Europe, Africa and the Mid-Eastern Countries.  When theses people came to Corinth, they brought their culture, religion, and morality with them.  Corinth was also one of the most important seaports in the Roman Empire.  One can just imagine the broad spectrum of class, culture, religion, philosophy, and morality which existed in a city such as this. 

The Occasion for Paul writing Chapter Seven:

The Corinth Church as one can see from just reading the book of I Corinthians, was filled with immorality of enormous proportion.  In the letter, in Chapter Seven, we find these words, "Concerning the things whereof ye wrote to me."  This church evidently had written a letter to Paul concerning Marriage, divorce, adultery, fornication, virgins, celibacy, and how to treat your wife or husband.  Paul starts by making this statement:


"It is good for a man not to touch a woman, nevertheless to avoid fornication,


 let every man have his own wife and every woman her own husband."


Paul recognized that in the Christian Church, it was a good thing for a man  or for mankind, not to be carnally touching one another, or in other words for men and women not to be committing sexual acts together.  That is the plain English of the Original Language.  Paul then madå this amazing statement to these saints of God at Corinth, "to avoid fornication".  It is sad that so many modern preachers are blind, and often willfully blind at this great truth in this simple statement.  That is, men and women in the Lord's Church, who are saved by grace and saints of God are not immune from committing acts of fornication, and the possibility of committing fornication increases when one is single, alone and does not have their own wife or husband.  Paul said every man and every woman in that church was to be possessing and owning his own personal woman and man, and this would avoid fornication, because they were to have a sexual partner, with whom they could conduct a normal, healthy, natural sex life with. 


Now we must recognize that fornication consists in two parts, (1) the act itself and  (2) the thought of committing the act.  Jesus said if a "man looks at a woman with lust in his heart, he has committed adultery with her."  What man or what woman can dare stand before their church, must less, before God and say,  "I have never committed fornication or adultery...I have never lusted after a  member of the opposite sex in my heart or in my mind...I have never mentally plotted and acted out a scenario, wherein I was having a sexual relationship."  Who can dare stand and say this?  Who can dare say, they have always been faithful to their spouse, in act and in thought?  Remember the cutting words of Jesus, cutting words of raw truth, that makes us see ourselves as he sees us...fallen creatures of depravity, with a heart that is evil and a personality that is only evil from the days of our youth.  It makes us come to grips with the fact that we cannot possibly be without sin...and stand desperately in need of a Divine Saviour, to save us from our wicked self-willed free will.  It makes us cry out to God for deliverance from such a vile body.  It makes us crave the day of the resurrection, when our vile bodies shall be fashioned like his.  It makes us say with the King David,  "The heart is desperately wicked,  and corrupt above all things, who can know it?" It aligns us with the Author of the Proverbs in determining and admitting just how wicked we really are. 


The first step in recovering from Alcoholism, is to be able to admit and believe and say to the world, "I am an alcoholic".  The first step in overcoming sin, is to be able to say with conviction, "I am sinful...that is, full of sin, in thought, act, deed and heart."


In pastoring for over twenty years, and being in church work  forty years, I have as a church member, and a pastor observed people in churches who were divorced, single, widowed, "grass widows", abandoned by husband or wife.  I recall many of those cases where the person was resolved to continue going to church, and live single the remainder of their life.  In most cases, these persons were in the prime of life, with many good years ahead of them, but they were also looking forward to those years with the gloom of loneliness hanging over them like a dark cloud.  I cannot recall a single case where those persons did not fall into immorality, by either leaving their church, and hitting the night-life scene for a "fling" or did not have an affair with some other person in the church, more often than not, one who was married.  You can imagine the problems created in a church when there are wife and husband swapping going on behind closed doors.  You can imagine how downtrodden the spirituality becomes when these people sit in pews, pretending to be righteous, and yet at the same time, burdened over their sins.  You can imagine how miserable such a life becomes.  And it becomes so, because someone decided to take someone else's husband or someone else's wife for themselves. 


Paul manifested a profound wisdom into the psyche and human makeup of people when he uttered this simple statement, "have your own wife...have your own husband....to avoid fornication."   In addition, Paul recognized man was not designed to live a life alone.  To this, the very words of the Holy One (Blessed be His Name) attest, in the first book of the Bible.  For it is written in the Torah,  "God saw it was not good for man to be alone," and he created a woman for the man, to be his companion and helper in life.  This was the first act which He performed for Man, to create a companion for him.


I cannot determine how ministers can get up and tell someone to live single in light of this passage.  It would seem they would realize a man needs a woman and a woman needs a man.  It would appear they would understand, you cannot stop the human emotions of a person.  It is like telling someone to stop being happy or start being sad.  The human sex drive is second only to the desire to worship something.  In every human being, in every culture, you will find people worshipping something.  It may be the God of Abraham or it may be a stump, but worship they will.  Second only to that is this mechanism inside the human psychological and physiological makeup  which we call "sex drive."  We all have it and we cannot stop it.  Young teenagers who begin to blossom into adulthood and reach what we like to call "puberty" are just having their sexual hormones start up, kick into drive, and push the accelerator to the floor in their sex life.  This is why so many of  them literally go "sex crazy" when they hit those teenage years.  In  addition, they have been taught by the church that to have this drive is to be sinful.  It is not.  It is sinful to deny you have this drive, and it is sinful not to control and place restraint on that drive.  This is exactly what Paul did to this church, he placed a restraint on their sex drive, and confined their sexual encounters to the boundaries of Matrimony, when he said, "Get your own personal woman so you won't commit fornication.  Get your own personal man, ladies so you won't either."  


"Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence and likewise also the wife unto the 
husband."


In this passage, the word "Let" is in the imperative mood indicating it is a command, ie the husband is ordered to be rendering.   "Render" is best translated to be paying a debt one owes and  "benevolence" is that which is owed.  Paul commanded every man who was married and a member of the Lord's church to be paying the debt he owes to his spouse, and for every woman to be paying the debt she owes to her husband.  


What does a Christian Man in the Lord's Church owe to his spouse?  In order for a "Christian marriage" to work, it must be ruled by Christian Law, not Roman Law.  This question, must be considered in its context of Christian people in the Lord's house, who are married.   


In the first marriage, in Eden, God stated, "For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife and they shall be one flesh."  Nowhere is the woman commanded to leave her parents, but the man is so commanded.  How many marriages have been wrecked because some man got married and cut cut neither the umbilical cord nor the apron strings.  How many women must take a back seat to the husband's family because he cannot leav$ (is mother and father and cling to his wife.  At the very least, a man must be willing to leave home and start his own home.  This involves getting his own house, providing his own income, and not depending upon his parents to support him.  It involves him standing up for his wife, because she is his wife.  She may get into an argument or fight with his mother and she may be totally wrong, but in the presence of his family, the husband must "leave his father and mother and cling to his wife."  This involves letting mother know that although she may not think Susie will ever be good enough for his son, that He is happy to leave mother for her.  It involves letting his family know, they cannot meddle in the affairs of his home, because it is now a separate home, and he is the head of the family in that new home.


He is to be "Head of the house" and to "rule over his home."  The pronouncement on Eve, after the fall was "he shall rule over thee" (referring to Adam ruling over her).  Wheuhår the modern day femioióts like it or nor, whether it is considered sex discrimination, whether it is considered "politically correct" or "in keeping with the times", it is God's decree that the Husband was to rule over  his wife.  Have you ever noticed how that women are attracted to the "macho" man image?  Women look for that strength in a man, that lets them know he is capable of taking care of them, and capable of defending them.  No matter what they may say, no matter how brainwashed education has made them, there is deep within every true woman a desire for whomever she decides to spend her life with, to "bear rule over her."  I realize this sounds "chauvinistic" but one should look up the word "chauvinist" and also look up the man, Mr. Chauvin from whom the word came.  Regardless of what modern philosophy, religion, education or psychology may have to say, again, I stress, Christian Marriage will only work when kept within the bounds of Christian Law.  Legally, Woman was created for three reasons:

1) to be a companion to fill the loneliness
(2)  to be a helpmeet or assistant, (not the ruler) and (3) to bear children and replenish the earth.  


When a man goes to find a wife, he needs to diligently search for these three things in a woman, and if she is insistant upon going the other way, let her.  Let her support herself and live by herself or marry some pantywaist husband and watch her for about twenty years.  You will see a most miserable of creatures, who is filled with hatred, bitterness, and antimosity for the world.  You will see one who is deeply and insanely jealous of the woman who chose the Biblical Pathway.  


The husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the Head of the Church.  Jesus Christ loved the Church and gave himself for it.  He left all his wealth at His home in heaven and clothed himself with the rags of humanity to be with his church and to purchase his church.  He will never leave nor forsake his church.  He looks out for and provides for his Church.  Never is there a moment when he does not have the best interests of his church at heart.  He desires to see his church in all its beauty, and yet he is patient as he sees it with all its flaws.  The church does not always please him, it does not always live like he would have it to; it does not always do what he wishes;  often he is disappointed in its actions, but there is not a moment he does not love it and work to fix it.  His church never suffers for spiritual food for it is there in abundance; it is clothed with the robes of  His righteousness; it is crowned with the most precious of stones, and anchored in the Rock of the Eternal Ages.  


Gentlemen, we are to care for our earthly wives with earthly things in the same manner in which Christ cares for his Heavenly Bride.  When Scripture says we are the "head", it means God is looking to us as the one responsible for her.  Our rule over the wife is to be executed with the same love, understanding, patience, care and compassion as the rule of Christ over His church.  When men hear this, they are not so apt to be amening the sermon on "Rule over your wife."  Imagine Christ moving his wife into a run-down shack of a home, in which she is embarassed to entertain any guests.  Imagine her dressed in an old ragged dress, shoes that ill-fit, no items to enhance her beauty, no food for her children, no kind word, no food to prepare a supper, and then writing in the Bible, "Well, I'm the Head of my church and I will rule it like I wish."  Imagine a bride going to an altar to pledge her life to a man who is too sorry to even buy her a ring, or is too drunk to remember his vows!  Imagine a man who cares so little for his wife and children, until he won't get up and take his family to church,  has no time to pray with them, to pray for them, cares not for their spiritual life, their relationship with God or their eternal destiny and then having the audacity to run to the Bible to prove he is to rule the house!  The privilege of ruling in the homes carries all the responsibilities of the Bible in being the kind of husband which the Bible sets forth as the ideal husband.  No man on this earth can lay claim to the rulership, if he does not meet the criteria of a Biblical husband and father.   


Paul said in I Tim 5:8, "If any provide not for his own,  and specially for those of his own house, he has denied the faith and is worse than an infidel."  The man who would bear rule in his home must provide for his own, and be a special provider for those of his own house.  Otherwise, he has denied the true faith and is a worse person than the worse infidel we can name.


We owe familes a Christian home, a church home, a Bible education, a spiritual foundation, and a developing relationship with the Almighty.  We must introduce them to the Heavenly Father who cares so very much for them, and we must imitate his love for his family, in our family.  It is impossible to do this outside the bounds of the Scripture.  We owe our family love and food and shelter.  We owe them decent clothing, and a good life.  Our children shoulå never go hungry or naked because we are too sorry to get up and go to work and provide for them.  They should never have to say "my father did less than his best" or "all daddy believed in was just getting by."  The man that practices or preaches this philosophy to his family is far worse than a demon from hell or an infidel.  He is a selfish, self-centered, egotistical offspring of Balaam's Jackass.  Perhaps many men in churches today would be more humble if they would for ten minutes seriously ponder just what God would have them do as husbands and fathers.


So, when Paul said "Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence,"  it was not an easy pair of shoes for the average man to fill.  Only a saved, spirit-filled, godly, Bible-Believing, Church Attending, Bible Reading, praying saint of God can really pay his wife what he owes her.  Not one unsaved person has enough of  God's Love, light, Spirit, guidance or influence to do this.  Many men would have to sell their boats, dogs, guns, stop going t the tavern, and grow up to do this.  


Ladies, when you go husband hunting, look for a man who is willing to admit, these are the things he must provide, and who will take you to the altar, and there in the presence of your mother an$ father, as well as his, in the presence of his friends, family and yours, in the presence of  God, the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ, the Holy Angels and all the saints of Heaven will solemnly promise you he will be this kind of man.   If he cannot do this, then get rid of him, he really is not much of a man.

